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January 1st.—(1) A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager. 

In consequence of the heavy demands 
for funds for the conduct of military opera- 
tions during the reign Hsien Fény, the 
salaries and pay of the Princes, nobility, 
Officials and troops were issued to them at 
a discount, as an economical measure aud 
in order to meet important calls, 

The measure was from the outset one of 
temporary expediency, and now that a 
condition of peace has been established, 
the Court, with sympathetic compassion 
for its ministers and servants, and ever 
mindful of their interests, hereby decre+s 
as a special act of grace, that from 
the Ist day of the 1st moon of the 12th 
year of Kuang Hsii, the salaries granted 
to Princes and nobles, and metropolitan 
officials, as well as the pay allotted to the 
Manchu and ‘Green Standard ” troops, 
and the pay and rations of the eunuchs 
shall once more be issued in full iu accord- 
ance with the old usage. 

When the funds in the Treasury are 
somewhat more plentiful, the Board of 
Revenne will report the fact and and solicit 
the Imperial Will with regard to the re- 
duction’ of sal-ry to the Otticers employed 
at the Mausolea and in the provinces, as 
well of pay to the troops. 

The additional grants to the various 
Banners for the conduct of the public 
duties were unknown under the old 1ézime, 
and now that payment of salaries and 
wages is to be made in full, the Board will 
at once proceed to consider how these 
yranta can be severally reduced, and will 
report their conclusions to the Throne. 

January 2nd.—A sub-Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung, 

The Memorialist has earlier reported to 
His Majesty the circumstances of the rob- 
bery of an oil factory in the District town 
of Wén-shang and the wounding of one 
of the inmates by the thieves, and in this 
Memorial denouncing the Mayistrate and 
the Lieuteuant in command of the patrol 
for remissness in allowing such an outrage 
to happen, he begved that their buttons 
might be taken away from them and a 
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limit of two months given them in which 
to arrest the guilty parties. ‘This request 
was sanctioned by Imperial Decree dated 
the 25th of May last, and up to the 
present date although the limit has 
long been exceeded, neither booty nor 
burglars have been recovered. Under these 
circumstances, showing, as they do, an 
absolute want of shame, or the energy 
which this ought to prompt, on the part of 
the two officers concerned, it becomes the 
duty of the Memorialist at the instance of 
the Tao-t‘ai and Provincial Committee, to 
denounce the said officers once more to 
the Throne, and to request that they may 
be consigned to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty, ‘The positive in- 
junctions laid upon them to arrest the 
robbers and recover the booty have mean- 
while been renewed, 

Request granted by Rescript, 

(2) The Governor of Shéng-ching and 
his colleague report the conclusion of the 
autumn patrol of the Corean frontier ia 
accordance with established usage. 


January 3rd.—Prince Ch‘ing returns 
thanks for libationary offerings bestowed. 

The following appointments are an- 
nounced :— 


En-ch‘ényg is promoted to be a Grand 
Secretary and is appomted Director uf the 
Mongolian Superintendency. 

Yéu Chin.-ming is promoted to be a 
Grand Secretary and Director of the Board 
of Revenue. 

Fu-k‘un is appointed President of the 
Board of Ravenue and Assistant Grand 
Secretary. 

Chang Chih wan is appointed President 
of the Board of Punishments and Assistant 
Grand Secretary, 

Cufung-i is transferred to the President- 
ship of the Board of Civil Office, his place 
being taken at the Board of Revenue by 
Fu-k‘an, Lin-shu being promoted to the 
Presidentship of the Board vf Works, 

Wéng Tung-ho is transferred to the 
Presidentship of the Board of Revenue 
and Pfan Tsu-yin ia promoted to be Pre- 
sident of the Buard of Works. 


. 
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O-lo-ho-pu is sogoluted Director of the 
Board of War. 

(2) A Decree referring to the liberality 
and sympathetic care for the embarrass- 
ments of the soldiery which has induced 
Her Majesty the Empress Dowagur to sanc- 
tion the issue of their pay in tull to the 
Manchu and Green Standard forces, and 
calling attention to the large number of 
frauds and abuses with which the army is 
beset. Such, for instance, as failure to 
report vacancies in the ranks caused by 
deaths, the drawing of pay by persons net 
entitled to it, issus of payments twice over, 
aud other fraudulent practices too numer- 
ous to mention, 

These abuses urgently call for enquiry 
and reformation, and the Lieutenant and 
Deputy Lieutenant Generals of the various 
Banner Corps in Peking are called upou to 
make this task their special duty, un- 
sparingly denou cing any delinquents they 
may discover. 

(3) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Canton, in conjunction with the Governor- 
General and Governor, reports the despatch 
of the third instalment of the subsidy due 
to Peking from the Canton Customs for 
the 11th year of Kuang Hsii. 

The assessment for the year is made up 
of the following items ; — 





Maritime duties ..........c0cceees Tls. 200.000 
Surplus assessment...... seoreeees yy > 60,000 
Refund on Foochow loan of 
1874 by instalments of ‘'ls. 
6,000 (2 3 instalments) .......,, 18,000 
Northern defence fund (tr«ns- 
ferred from Canal due to 
Shensi) ......ssecceecesseeeeeeeere », 120,000 
Metropolitan Ofticer’s Vgalary 
augmentation fund,........... 40 0:0 
Banner Schools building fund. ,, 40.000 
Treasury of the Privy Purse... ,, 300,000 
Total Taels...... 77800 








The total of the present instalment is 
Tis. 218,120 which has been sent in drafts 
by the hand of special agents. 

January 4th.—Prince Ch‘ing returns 
thanks for the bestowal of a Patent upon 
the Princess. 

(1) Asub-Memorial from Wu Yuan-ping, 
Governor of Anhui. 

Upon the arrival of the Memorialist at 
his post some time ago, he discovered that 
his own nephew, Wu Ch‘un-tsé, was serving 
there as probationary District Mayistrate, 
and that two other expectant and one 
probationary Assistant Magistrates who 
were serving in the same jurisdic i ion were 
his grandfather’ s brother’s great-graudsous. 
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As these officers were required by statute 
to withdraw, the Memorialist reported the 
circuinstance at the time to His Majesty, 
and called upon them to indicate within 
three months the province they would wish 
to be transferred to. 

Upon subsequent reference to the family 
genealoyical register, the Memorialist dis- 
covered that Wa Chiin, one of the three 
last named officers was not, as the Memo- 
rialist had reported, his yrandfather’s 
brother’s great-grandson, but his yrand- 
father’s brother’s «randson, and he would 
respectfully pray His Majesty to direct the 
Board to make the necessary alteration. 

January 5th —(1) Yéh-heii is appointed 
Controller of the Court of Imperial Euter- 
tainment, é 

(2) Haiti Kéug-shén is appointed Acting- 
President of the Board of War. 

(3) The following precedence in the 
order of rank is allotted to the newly ap- 
peinted Grand Secretaries :—1, O-lo-ho-pu, 
2, Ev-ch‘ény, 3, Yén Ching-ming. 

(4) The Governor-General at Foochow 
submits, in accordance with precedent, a 
list of the graduates above the age of eighty 
years who competed at the recent examina- 
tion for the degree of provincial graduate. 

There were four graduates of the age of 
ninety or upwards, and four of the age of 
eighty or upwards, 

The list is referred by Rescript to the 
Board of Civil Otlice. 

(5) A Memorial frem Wu Ta-ch ng, 
who styles himself Assistant Administrator 
of the Northern Maritime Division, re- 
porting his return to Peking at the expira- 
tiow of the leave of absence for one month 
which His M-jesty was pleased to grant 
him to enable bim to visit his mother at 
Svochow. 

The Memorialist left Tientsin, as already 
reported, upon the 27th of October, and 
reached Soochow on the 1st of November. 

He found his mother, though frail from 
age, still able to move about, and in the 
enjoyment of a better appetite than she 
had last year, As he stood at her knees 
and gazed into her face he was able ina 
em degree to give vent to the filial ad- 
iniration which is a mother’s due. 

He left Soochow again on the 27th of 
November, as the closing of the river was 
close at hand, and arrived in Tientsin ou 
the 4th of December. 

As regards the various battalions under 
the Memorialist’s jurisdiction, he begs to 
report that the battalion forming the cen- 
tral division of his personal troops, and 
one other battalion, have already been dis- 
banded at the orders of Li Hung-chang, 
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the pay of these battalions during the 10th 
and 11th moons serving to defray the cost 
of sending them back, The other battalion 
of the same regiment which it has been de- 
cided to retain will be supported out of the 
funds originally received by the Memo- 
rialist for defence purposes. 

January 6th,—Hai-chén reported himself 

on his return from his mission of enquiry 
aud was received in auience. 

(1) Ho Kwei-fan (40) AE $$) is appointed 
Vice-Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture, : 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from Mu-t‘u-shan, Military 
High Commissioner in Manchuria and 
recently ‘lartar General at Foochow, re- 
porting that he has “raised” the sum of 
‘ls. 50,000 and sent it to the Admiralty 
Board. 

As a reward for his zeal in the interests 
of the public service, the title of Haturu, 
which was recently taken away from him, 
is to be restored to Mu-t‘u-shan, and he is 
further to be committed to the Board for 
the determination of a reward, 

January 7th.—(1) A joint Memorial 
from the Boards of Works end Revenue in 
answer to an Imperial Decree calling upon 
them to report upon certain suygestions 
for the better control of the Yellow River 
submitted by Hsii Chih-hsiang, Sub-Direc- 
tor of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 
(See Gazette of November 25th and Decem- 
ber 11th 1885.) 

The Boards have to state in reply that 
there is no doubt of the fact that the havoc 
wrought by the Yellow River in Shantung 
since it burst its banks and changed its 
course has been growing worse and worse. 

The extensive embankments that were 
constructed by Yu Po-ch‘uan and Gover- 
nor of Shantung two years ago carried 
away in different places afier the autumn 
freshet, as did also the ‘ people’s embank- 
ment,” which was repaired simultaneously, 
and have again done so this year, two of 
the breach s still remaining unclosed. The 
suffering people of the province which con- 
tinues to be the scene cf disaster wrought 
by the River have reason to be supremely 
grateful for the liberality with which Their 
Majesties have granted state funds for their 
relief, but the Imperial anxiety can never 
be relaxed, showing that the continuous 
embankment system is hazardous and un- 
safe, while the districts along the river are 
everywhere in constant fear of accident, 

The Memorialists auree, therefore, in the 
suggestion of Hsii Chih-hsiang that the 
river should be cleared and led in the 
proper course by a combination of efforts 
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supported by adequate funds, but as re- 
gards his suggestion that the Director- 
General of the Yellow River should be 
transferred from Honan to Shantung, the 
Memorialists would remind His Majesty 
that on the same proposal being made 
some years ago by a Censor and referred tu 
the Board they requested that the opinion 
of the Governor of Shantung and the 
Director General should be asked. Both 
these officers reported against the scheme, 
their reasons fur objecting being the im- 
possibility of one officer controlling so long 
a section of the river as that in Shantung 
and Honan combined, and, further, that 
the Director General had already almost 
more than he could manage with the Ho- 
nan section, In this opinion the Board 
are contirmed by the reports of the Direc- 
tor General rec-ived this year. He states 
that the works have been more seriously 
threatened with accident than in former 
years, and that it was only by being 
able providentially to get up materials 
with rapidity and by the application of the 
whole force at his disposal that the dangers 
were averted. 

In conclusion the Memorialists suggest 
the appointment of a special high ofticer to 
survey the river and elaborate a plan, in 
the terms quoted in the decree of 26:h 
December last. 

(2) The Governor of Shé :g Ching reports 
the theft of certain articles of Imperial 
property from one of the buildings in the 
Palace at Moukden during the course of 
some repairs to the Ancestral Temple and 
the encircling wall. 

The theft was brought to their notice by 
the Colonel in charge of the works on the 
3ist of October last, that oflicer stating that 
upon going his rounds after the workmen 
had left, he noticed that a back window of 
the building known as the Wén Su-ko was 
slightly open, so he took off the seals from 
the duor and entered the building. After 
looking round, he found tiat the 6,720 
volumes of the S-ti Ku Oh‘ian Shu, oc 
Encyclopedia of Literature, were intact, 
but the index to the collection, which was 
contained in a box placed on a side table, 


| and consisted of four rollx, had disappear- 
. ed, together with the yellow cloth wrapper 


iu which the box was enveloped, and the 
yellow tape which bound the wrapper. It 
was further discovered that the brass lock 
on the box had been wrenched aud spoiled, 
and that three brass belis attached to a 
peacock’s-tail fan had been removed, as 
well as two brass “tubes” on the handle 
of the fain, together with a yellow silk 
Wrapper, ‘The bar inside the window was 
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broken, and there there traces on the 
ledge of a person having climbed upon it, 

This information filled the Memorialists 
with consternation, and they at once gave 
orders for the soldiers on duty upon the 
day in question to be sent to the Examina- 
tion Chamber to be questioned, the police 
being also set upon the alert. 

Ou the following day the thief was cap- 
tured. He turned out to be a Shantung 
man who had come to Moukden on his 
way to join his father, and had there 
atayed aud taken work. He was engaged 
as an assistant mason upon the works in 
the palace, and seeing one day how care- 
fully the Wéu Su Ko was sealed up, he 
concluded that it contained something 
valuable, which he thought he would like 
tosteal. He had accordingly got in by the 
window when the officials were not on the 
look out and had possessed himself of the 
articles above enumerated. He afterwards 
tried to sell them on the streets, and was 
arrested. 

The Memorialists propose to subject the 
man to further examivation with a view to 
ascertaining whether he had any accom- 
plices, and as soon as the crse has been 
determined they will proceed to denounce 
to His Majesty the officials to whose laxity 
of supervision the theft was due. 

The arrangement proposed is approved 
by Rescript. 

January 8th.—(1) A decree announcing 
His Majesty’s intention to proceed once 
more in person to the Ta-kao ‘Tien to pray 
for snow. Similar prayers are to be vtfered 
simultaneously at four other temples at 
which princes are to preside. 

(2) A decree deploring the death of Mu- 
heng-a, Lieutenant General of the Bordered 
Blue Mongol Banner, and ordering the 
bestowal of the usual posthumous honours 
upon him. 

(3) Kang-yi, newly appointed Governor 
of Shansi, announces his arrival at his post 
and his assumption of office upon the 13th 
of December. 

(4) Chin-shun, Military Governor of Ili, 
reports the murder of his serving boy by 
an expectant Captain called Hsi-shénug who 
fired at the lad with a foreign cannon 
(5B) on the night of the 11th of Sept., 
last, causing his death shortly afterwards. 
As Hsi-shéug holds official rauk, applica- 
tion has to be made to His Majesty for his 
deprivation of that rank preparatory to 
being tried on the charge above atated 
Request granted by Rescript. 

January 9th.—Chih-lin, Libationer of 
the Imperial Academy, is permitted to re- 
tire on the plea of ill-health. 
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There are no documents of interest in 
this day’s issue. 

January 10th.—(Court Cireular) Chih- 
lin, Tutor of the Imperial Academy, returns 
thanks for permission to vacate his post, 

(1) A memorial from Shao-ch‘i, Lieut- 
enaut Governor of Ch‘ahar, and Yung-té, 


the Deputy Lieutenant Governor, report- | 


ing on the condition of the postal service 
in their jurisdiction and praying His Ma- 
Majesty to issue commands for the severe 
punishment of certain delinquents and the 
simultaneous re-organisation of the system. 

Some time ago the Memorialist Shao- 
ch ‘i had the honour to receive His Majesty’s 
Commands to proceed by Government post 
to Urga on a mission of enquiry, and in 
his Memorial reporting his departure, he 
stated his intention of availing himself of 
the opportunity to inspect the several postal 
stations along the route and report the 
arrangements he proposed to make in con- 
nection therewith, He has now to state 
that there are altogether 44 stages on the 
Altai post road within the jurisdiction 
of the Governor of Ch‘ahar which are 
divided into 4 sections, ‘he first of these 
extends from Ch‘ahant‘olohai to Alahata, 
and contains 12 stages ; the second section 
extends from Pulut‘u to Tukulik’6, aud 
contains 11 stages ; the third extends from 
Muhuorhkashun to Hapiurgs, and contains 
11 atages; and the fourth extends from 
Chairhinak‘ot‘ai to Hatat‘u, and contains 
10 stages. 

On the occasion of the Memorialist Shoa- 
ch‘v’s recent visit to Urga he passed over 
32 of the Altai postal stages. From Chair- 
hwusu his road bore north east, the stations 
upon which line are in the Urga jurisdic- 
tion ; hence, he did not actually travel in 
person over section four of the Altai postal 
road. He was, however, an eye-witness of 
the fact that the pasturage at all the stages 
in the first three sections was thick and 
luxuriant, that the animals were in ex- 
cellent condition, and that the rainfall 
was more plentiful than it had been for 
some years pst. Enquiries made con- 
cerning the fourth section of the neigh- 
bouring Mongol chieftains elicited’ the 
uuauimous reply that the pasturage was 
everywhere abundant, so that on this point 
His Majesty’s anxiety may be set at reat, 

Iu spite of the good season that they 
have had in Mongoliathis year, the Me- 
morialist none the less failed tv perceive 
auy indications of prosperity amongst the 
Mongols along the line of route, and care- 
ful investigation has convinced him that 
this state of things is attributable to the 
fact that the Mongol officers and soldiera 
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charged with the duty of assisting the postal 
service have not visited the stations during 
the last ten years or so. Careful enquiry 
throughout the 15 stages from Alahata, 
the last stage on section one, tu Pilikok‘u, 
in section three, revealed the fact that 
there were uo auxiliary officers or men at 
any of the stages, 

Now, a reference to the old regulations 
shows that the work at the various stages 
was apportioued between the station officers 
and the Mongol tribes told off to assist them 
in the proportion of 2 to 8 That is to 
say, on every occasion of special service or 
corvée, each tribe or Banner had to supply 
four fifths of the c.mels or horses required 
and the station the remaining fifth. This 
was the system in vogue ever since the 
establishment of the service, until, during 
the reign T‘ung Ohih, the Prince of the 
Sst Tzii, or Durban Keuked tribe, set an 
example of defection by surreptitiously 
returning to his tribe on the pretext that 
he had onerous duties to perform in con- 
nection with the military operations in the 
North West. ‘The Tushet‘u Khanate fol- 
lowed suit, and in spite of reports to the 
Throne aud letters to the Board from 
successive Governors followed by stern 
commands from His Majesty, the Mongols 
persisted in refusing to put in an appear- 
ance at the stations, on the plea that they 
had suffered heavy losses from bad seasons, 
with the result that the stations would 
have been unable to carry on the service 
unassisted, and it must have been nearly if 
not quite interrupted had they not been 
assisted with extraordinary grants from 
the Imperial funds, 

The Memorialist goes on to reflect that 
the Mongol tribes have been the recipients 
of the Imperial Bounty for generations 
past, and the existence of hostilities in 
the North West afforded an opportunity 
for His Majesty’s servants to exert them- 
selves, and even though seasons of disaster 
might render it impossible to afford assis! - 
ance for the time being, it could not be 
the case that these disasters continued for 
ten or more years in succession, so it is 
evident that pretexts were made for evad- 
ing service required. 

The Memorialist would further observe 
that, he reported to His Majesty his inten- 
tion of hiring his own animals on his Jate 
journey in order to lighten the burden im- 
posed on the stations, on arrival, however, 
in the territory occupied by the Prince of 
the Durban Keuked tribe he could get no 
animals, and the Mongols declared that 
their chief had long since issued an order 
prohibiting them from letting out animals 
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for the postal service. What was the 
Pri: ce’s object in acting thus it is impos- 
sible to divine, 

The reason for the stringent prohibitions 
issued by successive Emperors against the 
cultivation of the soil in Mongolia by the 
Chinese is due to the apprehension lest if 
the simple and ignorant Mongols, content 
with their nomadic life, should have their 
wits sharpened by worthless Chinese who 
mingled amongst them, the seeds of dis- 
affection might spring into spontaneous 
growth. ‘The prohibition, therefore, was 
not entirely due to objections to the soil 
being brought under cultivation. 

Now, report saya that eight or nine 
tenths of the laud in the jurisdiction of the 
Durban Prince which has been illicitly 
brought under cultivation, is occupied by 
@ mixed population of Mongols and Chi- 
nese who are with difficulty distin- 
guished the one from the other; and to 
this fact is to be ascribed the defections in 
which the tribe in question set the example, 
and the deaf ear they have turned for the 
past ten years and more to urgent and 
repeated calls for service. Bearing in view 
the simple and honest nature of the Mongol 
character, the conclusion is that they would 
never of their own notion have ventured 
to act in this insubordinate manner, 

Order having now been completely re- 
stored in the North-west, postal communi- 
cation between the different towns being 
clear, and the old system of compulsory 
service having been reverted to, the time is 
opportune for the institution of reforms, 
and unless those ofticers and soldiers who 
are under an obligation to assist the postal 
service, but persist in their refusal to 
come to the stations in the face of repeated 
pressure, are severely punished, the postal 
administration will never be restored to an 
orderly footing. 

Under these ci: cumstances, the Memorial- 
ists have to pray His Majesty to order that 
stringent instructions be issued to the 
effect that iu conformity with old established 
usage, all Mongols must present them- 
selves for service at the various stations by 
the first moon of the next year at the 
latest, and declaring that anyone who fails 
to comply with this order by the time 
allotted on any pretext will be cited by 
name by the respective station officers in a 
denunciation to the Throve and forthwith 
severely punished without mercy, 

For Decree see Gazette of December 20th, 
1885. 

January 11th.—(Court Circular.) Prince 
Chiing paid his respects at Court on the 
expiration of his leave. 
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Wu Ta-ch‘éng arrived from Tientsin and 
had audience. 

Heiang-lin, and newly appointed Governor 
of Uliasut‘ai, returned to the capital and 
was received in audience. 

(1) An additional 300 piculs of millet is 
granted to the refuge in the Western City 
of Peking known as Tzu Shan T‘ang, the 
previous supply having been found to be 
insufficient to meet the wants of the un- 
usually large number of applicants for 
relief. 

(2) The Court of Censors report the pre- 
sentation through an emissary of a peti- 
tion from one Tai Mu-téng, a literary yra- 
duate of the Chin-hsiany District in Shan- 
tung, who complains that the people on 
the south bank of the Liu River which flows 
near that town will insist on cutting the 
northern bank of the river to the great in- 
jury of the people on that side. This ques- 
tion has already formed the subject of ap- 
peal to Peking, many years ayo, and, after 
due enquiry, the Governor General ordered 
a breach in the north bank of the river 
which the people on the south bank had cut, 
to be closed. It was not, however, until 
three years ago that the Department Magis- 
trate issued the grant in aid of the work, 
and then the people on the southern bank 
headed by one Li Tien-chu, a graduate, 
intrigued with the officer in charge of the 
work and got him to leave a gap of forty 
feet. Further, when the water rose in the 
summer, this Li Tien-chu and a host of 
others, cut the embankments in ten or more 
places, and flooded several hundred villages 
in consequence, 

An appeal to the high authorities was 
met by the despatch of officers to look into 
the question, but these, at the instigation 
of the same Li Tien-chu, had misled the 
Governor, and compelled the petitioner to 
seek redress at the capital. 

By a Decree earlier issued, the case is 
referred to the Governor of Shangtung for 
investigation and settlement on an equit- 
able basis. 

(7) The Governor-General of Chihli re- 
ports the murder ofa woman by her husband’s 
brother in a fit of exasperation against her. 

The woman, who was a shrew by disposi- 
tion, had earlier induced her husband Yao 
Ta-shun to part company from his younger 
brother Yao Lao-hsien who used to live 
with him and share their land in common. 
Yao Lao-hsien subsequently went out to 
look for work, and on his return had a 
quarrel with his brother respecting his 
share of the millet which had been reaped 
on his portion of the farm. ‘The dispute 
was arranged by a go-between and a cer- 
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tain quantity of millet was surrendered to 
Yao Lao-hsien, whereat his sister-in-law 
was most indignant and lost no opportunity 
of abusing him roundly. 

Enraged more and more at this treat- 
ment, Yao Lao-hsien at length determined 
to killhis sister-in-law, which he did one 
morning with a chopper as she lay abed 
after her husband had gone out to work, 
He also killed a child of three years of age 
who was lying in bed with her mother. 

He has been sentenced to decapitation 
with exposure of the head at the scene of 
his crime. 

January 12th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Mongol Princes and Dukes paid their re- 
spects on arrival in Peking, aud were re- 
ceived in audience. 

The whole of this day’s issue is occupied 
with a memorial from the Grand Secretary 
Li Hung-chang and the other members of 
the chief Ministries of State in regard to a 
proposal made by Chéng Pao-shén, late 
Literary Chancellor of Kiangsi, thas Huang 
Tsung-hsi and Ku Yéu-wa, scholars of the 
17th century, should be admitied to a share 
in the spring aud autumn sacrifices at the 
Confucian temple. 

This proposal was referred last summer 
by Imperial Decree to the Board of Cere- 
monies, aud by them to the Nine Ministries 
of State in accordance with rule. ‘heir 
report, to which the Grand Secretary Li 
attaches his name in his capacity of Senior 
Grand Secretary is tu the following effect ;— 

Iu the year 1850, it was settled in accord- 
ance with the advice of the Grand Council 
that whenever any scholar was admitted to 
the sacrifices with Confucius, it should be 
on the ground that he had developed the 
doctrine of the sages and transmitted the 
orthodox teaching. When a petition was 
presented for the admission of any eminent 
scholar to this honour, the Governors and 
Literary Chancellors of the province were 
to enquire into his life, his writings and 
his oficial or private acts, befure submit- 
ting the application to the hrone and 
reporting the details of the career of the 
person in question to the Board of Cere- 
monies. This Board had then to search 
through the books compiled by Imperial 
command, to ascertain what allusions had 
been made in them to his works and what 
words of praise had been used regarding 
them. Reference had also tu be mide to 
works by various authors of repute to 
know what they had said respecting the 
scholar recommended, Such is the rule as 
laid down in the suggestions submitted to 
His Majesty in the year 1850 and repeated 
in 1864, : 
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The petition under acknowledgment 
states, when urging that Huang T'sung-hsi 
and Ku Yén-wu should, on account of 
their eminent character and attainments, 
receive the honour solicited, that they 
flourished at the end of the Ming dynasty, 
when classical criticism had fallen into 
neglect and the commentaries of the Han 
and T‘ang dynasties were not read, and 
that they taught their pupils to study for 
themselves the classical books, Huang 
Tauug-hsi defended the Mencian doctrine 
of the good nature of man against a new 
achool. Ku Yéu-wu not only ent-red into 
controversy on behalf of Confucianism on 
the same side as Chu Hsi, but made a pro- 
found study of the sounds of words in the 
classics and founded an important school of 
research, There are in the Imperial cata- 
logue fourteen works of the one and twenty- 
two of the other, while in the Supplement 
they receive great praise. In the Imperial 
Biography of eminent scholars in the Bureau 
of History Ku Yéu-wuatands firstand Huang 
Tsung-hsi follows soon after. 

In reply to these statements the Memo- 
rivlist would observe that Huang is criti- 
tised in the Supplement to the Imperial 
Cataloyue, and receives modified praise and 
some blame for his books upon Mencius 
and upon the Yi Ching. In his work on 
authors discussing Confucian doctrine in 
the Ming dynasty, though he himself was 
bronght up in the Yao Chiang School*, he 
will uot or dare not decide between the 
merits of Hsieh Chi-hsiian and Wang Shon- 


jén ; his book upon Rivers (PAK) is not 


so thorough as a work of research ought to 
be, and sume portions are either diffuse or 
very imperfect, 

As to Ku Yéu-wu, in his work on the Tso 
Chusn, doubtless, he did much to improve 
the Tu Commentary and to elucidate the 
historian’s meaning in this great work of 
antiquity. In his Jih Chih Lu he showed 
a vast range of reading extending over 
thirty years, the period duwing which that 
book was being made. But, living, at the 
end of the Ming dynasty, he did not 
show much judgment in what he said 
on administrative economy. His ideas on 
the subject of government were impractic- 
able, or, in the form he put them, too 
hard and violent for the occasion. Though 
he has been praised for his plans for im- 
proving the public economy, he was, in 
fact, lacking in discernment in his quota- 
tions, and often contradicted himself, Even 
in his studies in the ancient pronunciation 





* A Confuciinist School of the Ming dynasty. It 
taught that human nature is good, aud some of ils 
adherents took much fryin Buddhism. 
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of the Chinese characters, though he was 
very ingenious and successful, yet he was 
not devoid of prejudice and error. The 
opinion of the Emperor K‘ao Tsung (Chien 
Lung) is thus known by the decisions of 
the Imperial Catalogue aud its Supplement 
as they approve or condemn, 

In 1829 a similar petition to admit Li 
Jung to the sacrifices of the temple of 
Confucius was rejected, and it was declared 
to be insufficient that a scholar who had 
only discussed man’s moral nature in family 
discourses, and had failed to exhibit in his 
own life a bright example of the virtue of 
the Sages, should have his tablet placed 
among those of local celebrities to be wor- 
shipped as belonging to the class Hsiang 
Hsien, ‘the wise men of the villages.” 
The Board of Ceremonies after delibera- 
tion, arrived at the same conclusion in re- 
gard to the two scholars Huang and Ku, 

In the foregoing opinion all the Members 
of the Council of Ministries of State to 
whom the question has been referred agree, 
with the exception of P‘an Tsu-yin, Wéng 
T‘ung-ho, Chow Chia-mei, Sun Yi-ching, 
Sun Chia-nai, Hsii Shu-ming, Shéug-yii, 
Kuei-ming, and Ch‘én Ping-ho. 

January 13th.—With an unimportant 
exception, the whole of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a Memorial from P‘an ‘I'su- 
yin and the other dissentients from the 
general view held by the Council of State 
upon the subject of the admission of the 
tablets of the Scholars Huang Tsung-hsi 
and Ku Yen-wu into the Confucian Temple. 

The Memorialists commence by a refer- 
ence to the oldest precedents for sacrificing 
to teachers in order to show respect tu them 
after their death, from whence the worship 
of Confucius arvse. Chéng Kang-ch‘éng 
made Chou Kung rank as the teacher wor- 
shipped by Confucius, Mao Kung was wor- 
shipped for the Odes and Fu Shéng for the 
Book of History. This was how sacrifices 
to teachers began, Then, in A.D. 648, at 
the sacrifices to Confucius, 22 additional 
tablets were ordered to be worshipped, the 
tablets being dedicated to the historian T'so 
Chitin-eming and others. Chou Kung was 
worshipped beside the Emperor Ch‘éug 
Wang, to whom he was Minister, and Qun- 
fucins was entitled Hsien Shény, the an- 
cestral sive of the literati par excellence. 
From that time it was thought right that 
the most eminent teachers of the Confucian 
doctrines should be worshipped with the 
sage. In the Sung dynasty this honour 
was accorded to many noted scholars of 
that age. Additions were made in the 
Yiian a:d Ming dynasties, on the principle 
that we ought to honour those who have 
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been our teachers. The Memorialists de- 
sire to see recognised the merits of those 
who have shed lustre on the Confucian 
School of the present dynasty, and, in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of the Decree of 
1829, jealously to limit the honour of a 
place at the sacrifice to the most worthy, 

The first ground for claiming the honour 
for Huang Tsung-hsi and Ku Yeu-wu is 
that they founded the school of classical 
criticism of the present dynasty. From 
the time of Confucius uutil now, among 
all schools of classical criticism this takes 
the highest place, and it began with these 
two men, Witness the criticism on the 
ancient text of the Book of History, the 
discovery of the old pronunciation of the 
Classical Books, and the great improve- 
ment in the criticism of the geography and 
astronomy of the same old works. The 
beginnings of the separate schoo's on these 
subjects may all be traced to these two 
men, who left a good method of research 
to the scholars who have succeeded them. 
Among men everywhere they have won a 
glorious reputation, and the readers of their 
books all look up to them with respect as 
their teachers, 

A remarkable thing occurred half a 
century ago. The officials of the Metro- 
polis erected a sacrificing chapel to Ku 
Yen-wu in the capital, Ever since that 
time the literati of Chihli have taken care 
of this chapel and kept up there the spring 
and autumn sacrifices. Such a proceeding 
had never been known before, and why 
did sv many persons unite to honour this 
great scholar? In no province is there a 
lack of good officers deservedly famous, 
and there is safety in following the lead 
of the popular mind iu a case like this, the 
fact being that men spontaneously honour 
those who are their recognised guides, 

The second ground four conferring the 
honour is the actual performances of the 
two men, Huang 'T'sung-hsi wrote a work 
ou the development of the Confucian doc- 
trine in the hands of various authors of 
the Ming dynasty, to which he added an- 
other work of the same kind for the Sung 
and Yiian dynasties. He marked out the 
schools of thought in those times, condem- 
ning all that was wrong with exemplary 
severity and fairness, 

As to Ku Yen-wu, though he did not 
nominally found a school of moral philoso- 
phy, he did really exhibit an example of it 
in his virtuous life. He blamed the cur- 
rent moral philosophy as being esoteric 
Buddhism in disguise, and he states that 
it was a fashion to build a Coufucian theory 
upon the books of Buldhist ascetics, su 
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that the Lin Yiu and the classics were 
passed over, and citations were made 
from works by Buddhist monks in- 
stead. His teaching was pure, and he 
sought after truth without boasting or 
garrulity, In his Jih Chih Lu (BRR) 
he showed how to vanquish the oppusition 
of clever men, and supplied a book of pure 
philosophy which is a model for the learner. 
Unfortunarely it did not effect all the good 
it was adapted for, At the end of the 
Ming dynasty many authors wrote on moral 
subjects under Buddhist influence to an 
extent bordering on extravagance. Books 
were despised, the rules of Teachers were 
neglected, and the dynasty itself lost its 
balance and fell into ruin, Huang and 
Ku vigorously attacked this Confucianism 
in Buddhist disguise, aud it was com- 
pletely overthrown, As Buddhism de- 
clined, a system of simple truth grew up 
on its ruins, aud it was by these two 
scholars that the new mode of thought 
was started on its successful career. 

Further, in regard to economical politics, 
these men did good service at the crisis 
when the dynasty was changing, For 
example: the prefecture of Ch‘éng-ting, 
with 5 Chou and 27 Hsien cities, yielded 
to the Government 100,000 piculs of grain, 
while Su Chou, with one Chou and seven 
Hsien cities, yielded 3,038,000 piculs. It 
is a principle with wise rulers to equalise 
taxation, The emperors diminished the 
revenue required from Su-chou, Sung- 
chiang aud ‘I'‘ai-ta‘ang, and increased that 
required from the Chibli cities. Many 
other similar improvements were made, 8o 
that the Government lays burdens more 
equally now on the shoulders of the popula- 
tion than in the Ming dynasty. ‘The 
works of these men have remained among 
economists as valuable for their suggestions 
during two centuries until the present 
time, and the Memorialists are of opinion 
that if their authors are judged by the way 
in which the administration is now con- 
ducted, and the share they have had in 
originating modes now in use, they are 
highly deserving of being worshipped at 
the spring‘and autumn sacrifices. 

A third reason for the honour claimed 
for these eminent scholars is found in the 
way in which they are mentioned in the 
memvirs of their lives contained in the 
biographical portion of the national his- 
tory now preparing in the section called 
the Ju Lin, or ‘‘ eminent scholar.” Great 
and multifarious knowledge is attributed to 
Huang Teung-hai, and of Ku Yen-wu it is 
said that for solidity of learning he is at 
the head of the scholars of the Mauchu 
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dynasty, At the end of the biography it | 


is said of him that he had caused to be 
created at Hua-yin an ancestral temple to 
Chu Fu-tztt. By this act he seems to have 
indicated, though in a covert manner, that 
he had united himself to the Tzti Yang 


(8 RB) school, of which Chu Hsi himself 
was the chief representative. ‘he words 
of censure in the supplement to the Chien 
Lung Catalogue ought not to be made a 
ground for refusing to these two distin- 
guished men the honour of the sacrifices. 
The statements there made are not intended 
to be complete. The Classical Shu Ching 
and Shih Ching are not rejected be- 
cause some passages in them are mutilated 
and imperfect, Then, tov, if one adverts 
to those scholars of the present dynasty 
who have been admitted to the sacrifices, 
that is to say, Lu Shih-yi, Lu Lung-ch‘i, 
Sun Ch‘i-féng, and Chany Pei-hsing, the 
buoks they wrote have also been criticised 
and pronounced not free from faults in the 
same Imperial Supplemeut, or have been 
named without any critical notice at all. 
Jf the pointing out of a fault in the work 
of any scholar in the Imperial Supploment 
is a ground for denying such author a place 
at the sacrifices, then these four men would 
need to be dismissed from their honourable 
position, ‘T‘ang Pin, a man of tue highest 
rauk among those admitted to the sacrifices 
in the present dynasty, and inflexibly just, 
compared Huang T'sung-hsi for his arran- 
gement of the Confucianist schools and 
teaching to the Emperor Yii controlling 
the rivers by engineering works, aud to the 
Great Bear among the constellations, Of Ku 
Yen-wu he said— when our doctrines had 
fallen into decay it was this man that gave 
them new development and fresh illustra- 
tion” There are no other men of whom 
these things could have been said ; they 
would have suited the achievements of 
no one else. When Tfang Pin was in the 
Bureau of History on one occasion, find- 
ing a book of Huang Tsung-hsi he said 
that the chapters on the moral philo- 
sophy school in the history of the Sung 
were the work of the somewhat de- 
generate literati of the Yuan dynasty. He 
then showed them to many other persons 
and threw them aside as not to the pur- 
pose. He clearly indicated by this incident 
that his view was that of Huang Tsung-hsi. 

Thus tygone Emperors and wise minis- 
ters unite in speaking of these men in such 
a manner as to leave no doubt on the 
course that should be pursued, and the 
memovrialiats feel it to be their duty to ask 
that this matter of the admission of the 
two eminent scholars in question to the 
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sacrifices should be referred back to the 
Grand Secretaries, the six Boards and the 
nine chief ministries of state to be again 
considered by them, : 

By a Decree published in the Gazette of 
the 26th of December, 1885, the request of 
the Memorialists is granted. 


January 14th.—(1) Sun Yi-ching, Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, is ap- 
poi ted to do duty in the Imperial School- 
room. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Court of Censors 
who stale that a petition has been submit- 
ted to their department by one Chiang 
[Hsiao-i, Secretary in the Board of Works, 
complaining that the grave of his father 
Chiang Chung-i, late Acting Commander. 
in-chief in Kuangsi, had been rifled. 

Li Ping-héng, Acting Governor of Kuang- 
si, is directed to summon the witnesses and 
others before him and to deal with the 
case as the law demands, taking effective 
measures to secure the arrest of the 
criminals still at large. 

(3) Kn-hsiug (43 1) is appointed pre- 
fect of Sung-chiang Fu in Kiangsu. 

(4) Huang P‘éng-nien is transferred to 
Shensi as Provincial Judge, and Wén 
Chung-han changes places with him as 
Jude of Hupeh. 

January 15th.—(1) Wang Ming-luan 


(YE 5G 8%) is appointed Sub-chancellor of 
the Grand Secretariat. 

(2) A Sub-memorial from the Governor- 
General at Cauton, reporting serious floods 
in the Ch‘ao-chou prefecture of that pro- 
vince, 

The river Han, as it is called at Ch‘ao- 
chou Fu, takes its rise in Ting Chou in 
Fubkien, and flowing southward unites 
with the Chia-ying Chow water, flowing 
into the sea at Téng-hai Usien, 

Iu September last there was heavy rain 
in the prefecture, and the river rose sud- 
denly more than 1d feet above its normal 
height outside the city walls, and some 
seven or eight feet outside the town of 
Téug-kai, there being over a foot of water 
all over the town. Eubankments in the 
three Districts of Hai-yang, Yao-p‘ing and 
Téng-hai were carried away, breaches being 
made several hundred feet in width and 
the fields inside the embankments being, 
for the most part, flooded, and the people 
driven from their houses. Only three lives 
were lust altogether, the victims being 
women, and in the neighbourhood of the 
sea, where the water drained off quickly, 
uv damage was done to huuses or land, 
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but the autumn crops have suffered con- 
siderably. 

In the Hai-yang and Yao-p‘ing Districts, 
where the water has subsided, a late crop 
can be got in; but it is feared that there 
will not be time to sow a late crop in the 
villages in the Téng-hai District. Funds, 
however, have been devoted to the relief 
of the sufferers in every place, and the 
breaches have been closed. 


(2) A sub-memorial from Ts‘én Yii- 
ying, Governor-General of Yiiunan and 
Kueichow. 

Some time since, the Memorialist was 
honoured with His Majesty’s commands to 
connect Nan-ning in Kuangsi by telegraph 
with Yiinnan, and he was in the act of 
giving effect to these commands, despatch- 
ing Officers to unite with agents from 
Kuangsi in surveying the route which the 
line should take, when he received a Decree 
informing him that Li Hung-chang had 
suggested that the telegraph line to Yiinnan 
should, instead of connecting with Nan- 
ning, connect with Hupeh, via Szechuen. 

The Memorialist has to observe that the 
roads on the frontier of Yiinnan and 
Knangsi are hilly and rough, and, as Li 
Hung-chang truly says in his Memorial 
to the Throne, the construction of a line 
over this route would not be an easy task. 
The provision of the necessary wood along 
the line of route by which it has now been 
determined to connect Yiinnan with Hupeh 
will be comparatively easy, and, besides, 
the line from Sha-shih to Ch‘éug-fu being 
a mercantile one, the constant yearly 
expense of its maintenance will be avoided, 
the only section of Government line being 
that which goes into Yiinnan, 

Under these circumstances it will natur- 
ally be the duty of the Memorialist to give 
effect to His Majesty’s commands, and he 


has now to-report that he has written to | 


the Governor-General of Szechuen request- 
ing him to depute officers to concert with 
the Memorialist’s ayents in surveying the 
route which the line should follow through 
Szechuen, Kueichow and Yiinnan. 

January 16th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the brevet rank of Deputy Lieutenant- 
General to be conferred on Ching-jui, 
cashiered some two years ago for malversa- 
tion in connection with a revolt of the 
troops at the Eastern Mausolea, who is to 
be consigned to the Admiralty Department 
for employment. ; 

(2) Wu Hsi-chang (SEZ) is appointed 
prefect of Lien-chow im Kuaogtung, 

(3) A sub-memorial from Yang Ch‘ang- 
chiiu, Governor-General at Foochow, 
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Some time ago, an Imperial Decree was 
issued ordering the erection of special 
memorial temples to the late Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang at his native place in Hunan and in 
provinces in which he had made his fame. 

The Memorialist would observe that both 
Fahkien and Chékiang are provinces in 
which ‘I'so Tsung-t‘ang made a reputation, 
and the good service he did to his fellow 
men is still unforgotten by them. After 
the mishap at Pagoda Anchorage last year 
the people were agitated by alarms several 
times a day until Tso Tsung-t‘ang came 
down at the head of his army, after which 
there was confidence and freedom from 
fear. When Tso Tsung-t‘ang died, uuin- 
terrupted sounds of weeping fell on the ear 
throughout the streets, whill the day that 
his remains left Foochow, burners of 
incense obstructed the road and the proces- 
sion of mourners blocked the main streets, 

It is, therefore, manifestly right that, in 
obedience to His Majesty’s commands, a 
site should be selected in the city of Foo- 
chow for the erection of a special temple to 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang in order to give rest to a 
loyal soul, and respond to the expectations 
of the public He has further written to the 
Governor of Chéhiany requesting him to 
give orders for the erection of a similar 
temple at Hangchow. 

Rescript : We have taken cognisance. 

(4) A Sub-memorial from the same officer. 

On the 8:h of October last, the Memo- 
rialist was the reverent recipient of an 
Imperial Decree directing the Yamén con- 
cerned to ascertain the compassionate 
marks of posthumous distinction to which 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang was entitled and to report 
thereon to the Throne. 

In obedience to the commands the Me- 
morialist has to state that it is provided 
by Statute that in the case of officers civil 
or military possessed of hereditary titles, 
their eldest son or grandson by the first 
wife or wife proper should succeed there- 
to; and that if the eldest son or grandson 
by the first wife is dead, the second son 
or grandson by the first wife should in- 
herit. 

Now, the late Grand Secretary Tso had 
four sons, the eldest of whom, Hsiao-wei, 
was the issue of his first wife, or wife 
proper ; his second, third and fourth sons, 
Hsiao-k‘uan, Hsigo-hsiiu and Hsiao-t‘ung, 
being the issue of concubines. Hsiao-wei 
obtained the degree of provincial graduatein 
1862, and died before his father. His eldest 
son is Nien-ch‘ien, upon whom the heredi- 
tary distinction of Yin Shéng was con- 
ferred in recognition of the services of his 
grandfather when holding a rank of the 
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first grade, and his second son, Nien-tz‘t, 
is a supplementary graduate of the Imperial 
Academy. Nien-ch‘ien being, therefore, 
the eldest grandson of Tso Ssung-t‘ang he 
is legally entitled to succeed to the Mar- 
quisate, and, under these circumstances, 
the Memorialist would pray His Majesty 
of His goodness to sanction the succession 
of Tso Nien-ch‘ien, a yin shéng of an officer 
of the first grade, to the title of hou, or 
Marquis, of the second degree, in con- 
formity with established rule. 

Inu view, however, of the fact that the late 
Grand Secretary’s many services received 
special recognition by His Majesty, who 
was pleased to confer upon him the heredi- 
tary title of Ch“ing-chii-tu-yi, or noble of 
the sixth grade, in addition to that of 
Marquis, and, further, that application has 
been made for the bestowal of the title of 
how, or Marquis, of the second degree upon 
his eldest grandson as prescribed by law, 
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might not His Majesty be asked to sanc- - 


tion the separation of these two hereditary 
titles in order to magnify the Imperial 
loving-kindness and to stimulate others by 
the display thereof ? 

Rescript ; Let the Board of War consider 
and report, 

January 17th.—(1) A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager. 

The Princes and high officers of the Shén 
Chi Ying (Peking Field Force Department) 
have sent in their various reports upon the 
calling out by selection of the Banner 
troops and the training of them in instal- 
ments; also upon the economies it is pro- 
posed to institute in order to meet the cost 
of such calling out and training ; and effect 
has already been given to their suggestions, 

The Hight Banners have always been 
styled an effective arm of the service, but 
since the reduction of their pay their mem- 
bers have long since failed to keep up their 
drill conscientiously, Commands having 
now been sent forth that their pay is to be 
issued in full, unless these officers and 
men rouse their consciences into activity 
aud apply themselves zealously to train- 
ing, government funds must assuredly be 
wasted, ingratitude for bounty displayed, 


and no actual help whatever given to the | 


cause, 

The proposal of the aforesaid Princes 
and Ministers to make drafts upon the 
Manchu, Mongol and Han-chiin corps of 
the Hight Banners, and to bring the men 
8o selected out for drill, changing them 
every month, is a very proper one, and it 
is hereby commanded that certain of the 
high officers specially charged with the 
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will subject the men to a thorough training 
under the the guidance of the best officers 
of their respective commands. This in- 
junction must not be regarded as merely 
nominal. 

The remaining branches of the service, 
Manchu and Green Standard, must also 
cleanse themselves from their bad habits 
of long standing, and will be turned out 
for periodical drills by the officers respon- 
sible, 

The chief object to be borne in view is 
that for every soldier, a soldier’s worth 
shall be obtained, and the issue in full of 
salary and pay which has now been sanc- 
tioned is intended, while compassionating 
the svldiers, to strengthen the capital, 
which is the root aud foundation of the 
Empire. 

All high officers whose concern it is, are 
positively enjoined, in reverent identifica- 
tion with the aim of the Court, to obtain 
positive results from genuine effort to rouse 
their dormantenergies and apply themselves 
with bond fide assiduity to the work of 
reform, in the hope that the army may daily 
show signs of improvement and the vast 
sums expended upon its maintenance not be 
thrown away. They must not remain for 
ever in a condition of apathy, under pain of 
punishment and tribulation to themselves. 

(2) A Decree referring to a Memorial 
earlier received from the Board of Revenue 
which stated that the pay lists of the 
various Banner Corps, as prepared by the 
corps themselves, were incorrect, aud that 
mouey had been drawn in excess of the 
amount to which each corps was entitled. 
A Decree was then issued sanctioning a 
suyvestion that a scrutiny should be held 
of the pay lists, name by name, from the 
1st to the 9th moon of the present year. 

The Board now submit a detailed report 
of this scrutiny, and as they have dis- 
covered certain clues in confirmation of 
their statemen's, it is right that these 
should be verified. The Lieutenant-Gen- 
erals of the various Banners are accordingly 
to institute prompt and personal enquiries 
into the various matters upon which the 
Board will write to them, and will furnish 
the Board in reply with the numbers and 
lists of names they require. Upon receipt 
of this information the Board will verify 
their facts and report to the Throne the 
action they propose to take. 

(3) A Decree enunciating the ruling 
principle of the Court in the matter of 
household expenditure, which is the re- 
ceipt of actual value for money spent. 


, In spite of repeated commands to the 
superintendence of drill be deputed, who : above effect issued to the comptrollers of 
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the Imperial Household, exorbitant charges 
continue to be made, and there continues 
to be a want of perception of shortcomings 
in this particular, returns of payments 
being sent in in gross with numerous sur- 
charges. Whenever commissions are given 
out, a system of fraud is indulged in from 
highest to lowest, and delays are purposely 
made as a pretext for personal enrichment. 

Such conduct provokes the deepest de- 
testation, and the comptrollers of the Im- 
perial ELousehold are called upon to break 
through the trammels of favouritism, and 
to put astop by drastic means to the abuses 
indicated, elaborating at the same time a 
code of stringent regulations which are to 
be submitted to the Throne for approval. 
For further indulyvenco in the frauds refer- 
red to, the high officers concerned will be 
held directly responsible. 

January 18th.—(1) A Decree allotting 
the following Throne Halls to the Members 
of the Grand Council. 

O-lo-ho-pu, the Wén Hua Tien. 

En-ch‘éng, the T‘i Jén Ko. 

Yén Ching-ming, the Tung Ko, 

(2) Ting Pao-chén, Governor General of 
Szechuen, applies for permission to vacate 
his post on the ground of ill-health, but 
by a Rescript appended to his Memorial he 
is granted two months, relief from his 
duties, the application to retiro being dis- 
allowed. 

January 19th.—(1) A Decree: It has 
been represented to Us by a certain indivi- 
dual that the Secretaries of the Monyolian 
Superintendency do not, in the majority 
of instances, either learn the Mongolian 
written language, or keep up their ac- 
quaintance with it, and that whenever 
cases of succession to Mongolian hereditary 
titles occur, the clerks are permitted to 
extort money on various pretexts, with the 
ries that abuses in this department are 
rife. 

Such a state of things is highly uncon- 
stitutional, and We hereby command the 
chiefs of the Mongolian Superintendency 
to exercise a constant scrutiny and to set 
to work in earnest in the institution of 
reforms, seeing that their Secretaries are 
diligent in the practice of the duties of 
their office, and putting an abrupt stop by 
rigorous means to the malpractices of the 
clerks and underlings. 

January 20th.—The Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture reports a fall of 
snow in Peking to the depth of five inches 
and upwards, : 

His Majesty announces his intention of 
returning thanks for this downfall on the 
22nd inst, 
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January 21st.—(1) A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager, 

The Vice President Huang T4i-fang re- 
presents that there is reason to apprehend 
numerous delays from the joint adminis- 
tration of Admiralty matters by a high 
Minister of State, and begs that telegraphic 
instructions may be sent to one of our 
envoys to return with all despatch and 
undertake the instruction of a (naval) 
force. 


The organisation of a navy in the pre- 
sent year being a matter of great import- 
ance, we specially deputed Prince Ch‘un 
to assume general control of the under- 
taking, and Li ITung-chany being conspi- 
cuous for his military prowess, and his 
experience being profound, we commanded 
him to assist in the management thereof. 
Being further apprehensive lest Li Hung- 
chang in his own person could not dis- 
tribute his attention over the numerous 
duties connected with drill and inspection, 
We selected Tséng Chi-tsé as his coadjutor, 
all matters whatsoever being referred from 
time to time by the Admiralty Department 
to the Throne with a sol-citation of the 
expression of the Imperial Will. 


The Court has given careful and mature 
thought to the consideration of this matter, 
aud has already made provision for every 
possible contingency. Moreover, the high 
prerogative of degrading those who are in- 
eflicient, and advancing the intelligent is 
wielded by the supreme power ; how then, 
can Ministers who are subordinate to that 
authority be allowed to express their views 
on the subject of the agents whom We are 
to advance or reject ? 

In intruding abrupt requests, at the in- 
ception of an Admiralty organisation, for 
the removal of Li Hung chang from his 
duties as joint adiministratur and the issue 
of orders for the immediate return of 
Tséng Chi tsé, the Vice-President in ques- 
tion has most improperly proposed the 
modification of organised plans of proce- 
dure and his conduct borders on the re- 
volutionary, 

Let Huang T‘i-fang be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor.of 
Yiinnan submitting, in obedience to Im- 
perial command, a list of officers and mem- 
bers of the militia for whom rewards are 
solicited for their efforts in suppressing @ 
rising of Burmese and aborigines respec- 
tively. 

In the month of April last, the Memo- 
rislist submitted to His Majesty a Memo- 
rial reporting the seizure of Bhamo by ong 
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Chin Kuo-yii (4¢12)5E), a Burmese rebel, 
and the suppression of this rebellion by 
the sub-Prefect of T‘éng-yiieh (Momein) 
in concert with the Burmese, by the aid of 
confederates in the town of Bhamo bought 
over by the sub-prefect. In answer to this 
report the Memorialist was honoured by 
the receipt of an Imperial Decree in the 
following words :— 

*¢ We have perused the Memorial. The 
action taken in connection with the sup- 
pression of the Burmese rebels may be 
considered prompt and satisfactory. As 
soon as the defensive force has been with- 
drawn, let the names of those officers who 
distinguished themselves upon this occa- 
sion be ascertained, and the most deserving 
of them be selected with due discrimina- 
tion for recommendation to the ‘Throne. 
These recommendations must not be made 
on insuflicient grounds or upon too whole- 
sale a scale.” 

Again, in the month of January 1885, 
the Memorialist reported to His Majesty 
the circumstances of the capture of the 
head of a seditious band of aborigines and 
the ejection of the rest from Lu-ch‘iian 
Haien in Yiinnan by soldiery and militia 
who surrounded the town. 

In answer to this report the Memorialist 
was honoured by the receipt of an Imperial 
Decree in the following words :— 

‘© We have taken cognisance. We sanc- 
tion the selection of the most deserving of 
the officers and gentry who have exerted 
themselves in the affair, and the recom- 
mendation, with discrimination, of a few of 
them, but they must not be recommended 
on false pretences or in too extensive a 
manner.” 

The Memorialist respectfully recognised 
herein the manner in which the Court 
stimulates military ardour and does not 
fail to record its approval of the most 
minute services rendered ; and, as he read 
these Decrees upon his bended knees, his 
respect and gratitude were too deep for 
words, 

He would humbly observe that Yiin- 
nan is, in effect, on the extreme frontier 
of the Empire, and is directly contiguous 
on its western and southern sides with ter- 
ritory outside the border. Within Chinese 
limits, the country is overspread with bar- 
barian tribes who are by disposition intrac- 
table and ignorant, resorting to arms on 
the shortest notice and engaging in quarrels 
with each other. The authorities, too, in 
consequence of the ditticult nature of the 
country and the number of by-roads by 
which it is intersected, rendering its pene- 
tration to any distance by truops a matter 
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of impossibility, can exercise only a limited 
restraint over the inhabitants. 

There had been internecine feuds he- 
tween the seditious faction of Chang Ta- 
ch‘uan of Lu-ch‘iian Hsien and the factions 
of the Chin and Lu familes for years, They 
formed gangs of adherents who took refuge 
in mountain fastnesses and devastated the 
whole region around them. Hsing-lu the 
sub-prefect of Wu-t‘ing, in whose jurisdic- 
tion the Lu-ch‘tian District lies, with zeal- 
ous and determined ardour spared no efforts 
or expense to weed out the disaffected, 
and the Momorialist sent him reinforce- 
ments of troops and militia by whose aid 
all the more prominent rebels were decap- 
itated or made captive, their adherents 
being reduced to a condition of quiescence. 
Thus, in a brief space of time, was allayed 
a disastrous condition of things which had 
lasted for years. 

Chin Kuo-yii was a rebel who had long 
flourished on the Burmese frontier. Ile 
falsely declared that he had beon sent by 
the Chinese authorities to attack Bhamo, 
and occupied the town for over seventy 
days, The matter was one which, in point of 
fact, did not concern China, but, as it had 
provoked the suspicion of the Burmese, if 
this state of things had boen allowed to 
continue and Chin Kuo-yii to press ad- 
herents into his service, the consequences 
would have been by no means trifling. 
The General and Sub-prefect of Momein, 
therefore, who were charged with the de- 
fence of the frontier, made no distinction 
of jurisdiction and repeatedly assisted the 
Burmese otlicials with advice, enyaging 
the services of allies within the town by 
whose aid they were enabled to break into 
the rebels’ lair and to seize the ringleader, 
thereby promptly relieving the froutior 
from the disaster Into which it was plunged, 


The prompt restoration of order which 
was thus: ffected was entirely owing to the 
wide-extending influence of the Innperial 
prestige, but the action of the officials and 
gentry in extirpating by the aid of regulars 
and militia the riugleaders and chief pro- 
moters of these risings, in the one case in 
the country of the aborigines, and in the 
other beyond the frontier, is specially com- 
mendable; both operations being very much 
more arduous than similar undertakings 
within the [strict] limits of Imperial juris- 
diction, 

Atatime like the present, when there 
are important matters on hand, the main- 
tenance of the security of the frontier and 
the defence of the border are specially 
dependent for success upon the counsels of 
the many aud their active eflurt, and it is 
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posts, but vacancies not being filled as 
they fell in. 

Reports from the civil authorities have 
now reached the Memorialist to the effect 
that the abolition of the Begs in the towns 
has had no bad effect, everything having 
been quiet during the past year, and the 
people gradually showing a tendency to 
come into closer relations with the autho- 
rities. If more time be allowed until | 
better verbal communication can be estab- 
lished between them, the people will be 
able to unfold their own grievances end 
there will be reason to hope that abuses 
will be permanently done away with. 





The memorial concludes with a recom- 
mendation that the sanction of Llis Majesty, 
earlier solicited, for the bestowal of 
Buttons and Feathers upon the Mussulman 
chiefs in recognition of their previous 
services be no longer delayed. 

Rescript: Let it be as proposed. The 
Yamén concerned will take cognisance. 

January 24th-25th.—(The Gazette appears 
every other day during the closing of the 
Seals at the New Year.) 

A Memorial from Sé-léng-0, Imperial 
Resident in Tibet, and Ch‘ung-kang, the 
Assistant Resident, giving details of the 
inspection by the latter of the three garri- 
sons stationed in Ulterior ‘Tibet, and of 
the frontier, and reporting the date of his 
return to Lhasa. 

The Memorialist Ch ‘ung-kang has already 
reported in conjunction with his colleague 
his intended departure upon the 31st of 
August on a tour of inspection. 

Immediately after the despatch of this 
Memorial he started for Ulterior Tibet by 
way of the ‘‘Yang-pa-ching ” or smaller 
road, proceeding first to the mountain of 
Tashi Lhunpo where he prostrated himself 
before the Divine Portrait, and then pro- 
ceeded to inspect the Chinese and ‘Tibetan 





troops in the exercise of their various evo- 
lutions. 

After this he forthwith set out again on 
his journeyings and went to ‘Ting-jih 
(#8). He there held a review and also 
inspected thefrontierstations at Nieh-la-mu 


(FELLA Ni-la) and other places, where 
he found everything quiet, the officers 
in command of the varieus garrisons, 
whose duty it was, submitting recoguis- 
ances to that effect accompanied by 
maps. He thereupon exhorted them to 
keep close guard, and rewarded them 
handsomely whereby they were all stim- 
ulated to activity and greatly pleased. 

He then retraced his steps to Ulterior | 
Tibet and made for Gyang-teze by the main ! 
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road. It happened that just at this time 
messengers deapatched by Liu Han-wén, 
the Commissary of Ulterior Tibet, and the 
Kablow Chasitachieh who, as reported to 
His Majesty, had been sent to Pa-k‘o-li 
(? Pari) to enquire into and deal with the 
Bhutan affair, came to Gyang-tsze to re- 
port progress. They stated that the coun- 
try was quiet, but that all the parties and 
witnesses on both sides had not yet arrived, 
and further orders had now been sent call- 
ing for despatch in bringing them up. 

He thereupon directed the messenger to 
go back to the frontier with orders from 
himself to the Chinese and Tibetan de- 
puties aforesaid, that they must positively 
effect an equitable and satisfactory settle- 
ment of this case with all promptitude, 
the chief object to be borne in view being 
the bringing about an arrangement which 
would satisfy the disputants with a view to 
securing the peace of the frontier, this 
being a matter of importance. He then 
held a review of the troops, and has now 
to report that the three garrisons at Gyang- 
tsze, Hou ‘T’sang (? Tashi Lhunpo) and 
Ting-jih, composed of Chinese and ‘Tibetan 
troops, went through their various evolu- 
tions in good form, and their shooting, 
though not invariably excellent, was in 
fairly good style. Liberal rewards were 
bestowed upon those who displayed 
special proficiency, and their names were 
recorded for selection on the occurrence 
of vacancies. Those who were less de- 
serving were given presents of silk, 
satin, pouches, knives, tea, etc. and the 
ineflicients were publicly beaten upon the 
parade ground, The various Chinese com- 
manders and native ollicers were further 
enjoined in positive terms to be zealous in 
the matter of drill, in order to bring their 
men to a uniform standard of efficiency, 
and thus further the designs of their Sacred 
Master in attaching importance to due pro- 
tection of the frontier and the maintenance 
[of its integrity]. 

At the conclusion of his duties the 
Memorialist Ch‘ungkang left for Anterior 
Tibet [which he reached] on the 30th of 
October. He noticed that there had been 
seasonable weather throughout the country 
through which he passed, and that the oat 
crop had been good, the people being con- 
tented and tranquil as usual, so that His 
Majesty’s anxiety on this score may be 
relieved. 

Rescript : We have taken cognisance, 


January 26th-27th. The Governor of 
the Metropolitan Prefecture reports a fall 
of four inches and upwards of snow. 





Jan. 27.) 


(1) A Decree. The Board of Revenue 
represent that the regular amouut of land- 
tax due to the state falls short of the 
proper total tu au excessive devree, and 
that the long-standing abuses which char- 
acterise the administration of the ofticials 
aud underlings charged with its collection 
must be adjusted aud removed, while the 
arrears due by the people must be verified. 
They request that authentic lists may be 
issued, and they submit a set of draft rules 
for Our inspection, together with authentic 
tables showing the remissions that should 
be sanctioned and the sums of which pay- 
ment may be deferred. 

The land tax is the orthodox source of 
the Imperial revenues, and the common 
people being all endowed with consciences 
never fail in striving to be first in paying 
their dues, any resistance which may on 
rare occasions be offered to this contribu- 
tion being limited to isulated instances. 
It rests entirely with the hizh provincial 
authorities to see that their Financial and 
Grain Commissioners exercise a proper 
scrutiny and energetically put a stop tothe 
vices of officials and underlings who gorge 
themselves on ill-gotten gains. 
Imperial revenues will not suffer loss, aud 
the people will not be shorn of their means 
of subsistence, 

The Board of Revenue has the general 
control of tiscal matters, aud it is for them 
to estimate the balance of income and ex- 
penditure, the proper adjustment of re- 
gular taxation being naturally an import- 


ant measure in the category of national re- | 


quirements, ‘he Board have now ascer- 
tained by careful research that there is an 
annual deficit in the revenue derived from 
regular taxation aud miscellaneous duties 
of more than eleven million taels. An in- 
vestigation into the causes of this deficit 
leads to the discovery that it is due to un- 
true reports of bad seasons, and inaccurate 
returns of calamitous results from various 
causes. Taxes that have been paid are 
falsely made out to be owing, balances of 
cullections in hand are not sent forward, 
and delays are made in the handing over of 
accounts between outgoing and incoming 
officials. 

The five abuses above specified have been 
the subject of repeated representation from 
the Board to the Throne, with a request 
that general attention should be called to 
them, but stereotyped usage in the pro- 
vinces has grown into confirmed habit, Our 
exhortations are treated with perfunctory 
disregard, and the abuses of the land tax 
administration increase in intensity corres- 
pondingly with their growth. If, there- 
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fore, prohibitory commands be not strin- 
gently enunciated, and deep-seated abuses 
be not eradicated by drastic means, they 
will go on indefiuitely from year to year. 

It would appear from the memorial of 
the Board, that Anhui, and Navkin are the 
first on the list of the provinces, and places 
in which there have been short collections 
in recent years, Next to these cume Svo- 
chow and Kiangsi, then Honan, and as 
regards the other provinces, with the ex- 
ception of Szechuen where the land-tax 
has been paid in full, there are deficits 
varying from ten to twenty per cent. ‘Lhe 
Board having in their memorial under con- 
sideration, indicated the causes of these 
long standing abuses, and haviny set forth 
in detail the means whereby they should 
be removed, Governours-General aud Gov- 
ernors vf provinces will give positive 
orders to their subordinates to carry out 
the work of reform in each particular as 
indicated in the scheme under various 
headings submitted by the Board, ‘They 
will apply themselves t» this task with 
genuine devotion and earnest effort with 
the intention of ensuring success. 

The employment of competent indivi- 
duals and the adjustment of the sources of 
wealth is the special duty of provincial 
high authorities, and if they really succeed 
in securing a proper adjustment of admin- 
istrative economy, there will be no cause to 
fear that these will be insufficient for the 
requirements of expenditure, But if any 
of them regard the registers of taxation as 
merely nominal, treat injunctions as so 
many empty words, and continue to in- 
dulge in the abuses and deceptions which 
characterise the collection of the land tax 
under their charge, the Board will at once 
indicate such Governor-General, Financial 
Commissioner and Grain Intendant by 
name, aud wnsparingly denounce them to 
the ‘Throne, 

As regards the falsification of returns of 
arrears due by the people, the uneducated 
masses are unable to proclaim their wrongs. 
We therefore sanction the adoption of a 
concise and easy method which they will 
be able to understand and appreciate. ‘The 
plan for preparing authentic returns of 
arrears and remissions suggested by the 
Board is detailed enough, but the proper 
carrying out of a law depends upon the 
acquisition of a proper person to administer 
it, and if while adhering nominally to the 
arrangement for the publication of such 
returns, no real scrutiny is exercised, a 
mere paper despatch will continue to have 
no practical effect. We therefore cum- 
mand all proviucial high authorities to 
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instruct the Intendants of Circuit, Prefects, 
and Department Mavistrates under their 
control in distributing these authentic 
lists, to make arrangements which will 
ensure their reaching the villagers in their 
homes. They will, moreover, make con- 
stant visits to the villages and verify their 
lists, with the intent that they may be in 
direct relations with the people. ‘hey are 
not to be deterred by the trouble that this 
task will entail, in order that the efforts of 
the poor, however humble, to requite Our 
bounty may come to Our knowledge. An 
appropriation of money, or its diversion to 
improper uses, together with the subterfu- 
ges and other abuses that are indulged in 
will not then be difficult of elimination, 

The present dynasty is liberal in its ad- 
ministration, and has never increased the 
revulac taxation in its great wars or on 
occasions of other undertakings of mag- 
nitude, Since the receipts of land-tax 
have fallen short of the proper amount 
there has been no resource but to levy toll 
on produce in the form of lekin, which raised 
the price of commodities and limited the 
meaus of the people. 

The Court, with earnest sympathy for the 
pains and sufferings of the people, could 
never endure to press them for payment of 
[their debts to the State] and lose sight of 
that love towards them which dictates the 
bestowal of that hidden reg«rd which one 
would pay to any wounded thingy, The 
scheme for the adjustinent of the land tax 
which is now under consideration has for 1:8 
special object the prevention of abuses on 
the part of official underlings, and it shouid 
not entail the slightest hardship upon 
the people themselves. Any attempt on 
the part of disreputable magistrates to 
impose vexations exactions upon their 
people under specious names, or efforts on 
the part of a corrupt gentry to induce the 
people to leave their interests in their, the 
gentry’s, hands, will be met, therefore, by 
the stringent application of the laws. 

If only the land-tax can be gradually 
raised to its full complement, the reduc- 
tion or abolition of lekin taxation can be 
gradually taken into consideration, and 
the people thus given rest from their bur- 
deus, this being a consummation which 
We earnestly hope for. 


We never fail to exercise Our bounty 
in the matter of the annual remissions 
or postponement of taxation, directly ap- 
plications to that effect are submitted to 
the Throne by provincial high authorities, 
but such confusion is manifested in these 
representations, thus affording scepe for 
malpractices on the pact of cfie:al under- 
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lings, that we enjoin upon all provin- 
cial high authorities the positive neces- 
sity, in all future applications for remis- 
sion or postponement of taxation, of 
furnishing detailed lists of the amounts 
of money and grain involved in each Dis- 
trict, and of awaiting Our sanction to such 
applications before publishing lists in ac- 
cordance with the returus they have fur- 
nished. ‘Thus, all agriculturists who can 
read will see clearly at a glance what taxes 
are remitted and what are postponed. 

We sanction the proposals of the Board 
in all other particulars, and command that 
these injunctions be universally made 
known. 

January 238th-29th.—Wa Ta-ch‘éng, As- 
sistant Superintendent of Northern Trade, 
applied for instruction on his departure 
for the “ northern sea-board,” 

(1) P‘u Chin (MZj#) is appointed Salt 
Tntendant of Hunan and Taotai of the 
Ch‘ang Pao circuit in that province, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Governor-General at 
Canton to the effect that one Wang P‘an- 
kuan, District Magistrate of that province, 
who had bees denounced and cashiered im 
connection with the appropriation of funds 
while engaged in superintending the con- 
struction of certain forts, had now paid up 
his peculations in full. ‘The Imperial com- 
mands were now solicited as to the punish- 
ment to be inflicted upon him, 

The said Wang Pfau-kuan, who allowed 
his superintendents to be guilty of fraud, 
and sent in accounts for Tis. 50,300 more 
than were spent, which he only paid hack 
when the deception was discovered, must 
be severely punished as a warning to others. 
He is accordingly sentenced to banishment 
into servitude on the military post roads. 

(8) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a joint report from Peng Yii-lin and 
Chang Chih-tung upon the result of their 
enquiry into certain charges brought by 
three metropolitan officials against the 
Literary Chaucellor of Kuangtung, who 
was charged, in his greed for money, of 
having taken no notice of certain acts of 
bribery and corruption practised by his 
Secretaries during the progress of the 
examinations at Hui-chou Fu. 

The Memorialists have discovered that 
the acts complained of took place during 
the illness of the Literary Chancellor, when 
his Secretaries manipulated the papers, 
which were entrusted to them to inspect, 
with a view to getting gratuities from the 
holders of certain Wei-sing lottery tickets. 
For this offence the said Secretaries, two in 
number, are to lose their title of Senior 
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Licentiate, to receivea hurdred blows, and 
to be banished for 3,000 li. The Literary 
Chancellor, al:hough he was ill at the time, 
must be held responsible for the acts of his 
subordinates. There are, moreover, other 
matters sgainst him, and he is accordingly 
sentenced to immediate dismissal. 


January 30th-31st.—(1) A decree con- 
demning, a3 most inadequate, a sentence 
of deprivation of two steps ot rank with 
removal to another post, for which com- 
mutative rank may be tendered in lieu, 
that has been passed upon Huang Ti-fang, 
Vice-President of the Board of War, for 
his recent suggestions as tu the removal of 
the Grand Secretary Li from the Board of 
Admiralty, He is condemned by His 
Majesty to deprivation of two steps of 
rank and removal to another post without 
the power of commutation, His Majesty’s 
severe censure is, moereover, to be con- 
veyed to the chivfs of the Board of Civil 
Ottice who determined so inadequate a 
sentence, 

(2) Tséng Chi-tsé (‘he Marquis Tséng) 
is appointed Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of War vice Huang T4-fang remoy- 
ed, Haiti Yuuyg-i, Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén, etc., actiny during his absence. 
Lino Shou-héng, Mivister of the ‘lsungli 
Yamén, etc., succeeds the Marquis T-éng as 
Junior Vice-President of the Buard of 
War. 

(3) A Decree from the Empress Dowager 
acknowledging the receipt of a Memorial 
from the Prince and Ministers of ihe 
Peking Field Force department im which 
they announce the contribution by Juny-lu, 
Ex-General-Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, of the value of a certain 
number of rifles, for which act of pubiic- 
spiritedness they solicit the bestowal upon 
npon him of some form of Taperial dis- 
tinction, Juog-lu, Ex Generai-Command- 
ant of Peking Gendarmerie, who is now 
nodergoing a penalty of deprivation of two 
steps of rank with removal to another 
port, is to have this penalty removed. 

(4) Chiang Tans-istai GREIA) is ap- 
pomted General of the Liasg chow Divi- 
sien in Kansu. 

(5) A Memorial from the Acting Gover- 
nor of Kueichow, 

The Memorialist has already submitted 
a report to His Majesty in which he stated 
his opinion, Ist, that the use of opium in 
the neighbourhood of the provincial capital 
was excessive, and that the necessity had 
arisen for adopting the Regulations for the 
gradual suppression of the cultivation of 
the poppy within a xed number of years. 
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2nd, that the poppy had not long been 
under cultivation at Sung-tao T‘ing, T‘ung- 
tzit Hsien, Ssi Chou and Sziich‘ien Fu, 
nor were there yet many confirmed smokers 
in those places, in which it was, therefore, 
important to prohibit the cultivation of the 
poppy as soon as possible. 

3rd, that the poppy not having been 
hitherto cultivated in the seven sub-pre- 
fectures occupied by the Miao-tzté, nor yet 
in the Li-p‘ing prefecture, timely precau- 
tions should be taken to prevent such 
cultivation, 

He would respectfully remark that Kuei- 
yang Fu, the capital, is situated in the 
centre of the province, in a confined area 
which only produces a limited amount of 
cereals. Ina time of dearth not only are 
the neighbouring provinces unable to 
render substantial aid, but the mountain 
passes for some two or three hundred li in 
its vicinity are so tortuous that the 
porterayve of supplies is a matter of extreme 
difficulty, 

To the north of the provincial capital, 
about K‘ai Chow and Hsiu-wén Heaien, 
and to the east, about Kuei-ting Heaien, 
there are dense mountain ranges ; whise to 
the west, ou the confines of Chfing Chén, the 
country is perfectly levei but full of waste 
places overgrown with weeds, so that little 
assistance can be looked for in this direc- 
tion, : 

The land, however, to the South, in the 
Ting-fan and Kaang-shun Districts, is level 
and very fertile, and there is not so much 
opium produced there as in the Lung-li, 
Knei-chu and Hsiu-wén Districts ; it is the 
rezion that furnishes the greater part of the 
rice and grain fur the use of the provincial 
Capital 

lu the early autumn, owing to the con- 
tinuous heavy rains, the roads from ‘Ting- 
fan Chou and Kuang-shun Chou are more 
or less blocked, which causes an im- 
mediate rise in the price of food in 
the Capital. ‘Lhe Memorialist, who has 
given the subject his careful attention, 
is convinced that the opportunity should 
uow be seized, while the opium habit is 
still limited in this locality, to take the 
hecessary precautions, or otherwise the 
consequences may be most serious for the 
provincial capital, 

Since the issue of the prohibition against 
poppy cultivation, which he reported to 
the Throne last year, the Memorialist has 
on ten or more occasions sent written 
instructions to the local authorities in the 
districts to the west of Ting-fan and 
Kuang-shun to seo that this prohibition 
wag carried vul, aud when in the ded moon 
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of this year he left the provincial capital 
to make his tour of inspection he first 
visited ‘Ting-fan and Kuang-shun, 

The town of ‘Ting-fan Chon itself is 
situated in a plain of some thousand 4 in 
extent, where there is now but little opium 
grown. The people declared that its pro- 
duction had diminished by seventy or 
eighty per cent., and at Kuang-shu by 
twenty or thirty. 

At Ch‘ing-yéu, the name of a looality not 
far from the provincial capital, aud which 
is under the jurisdiction of the above-named 
sub-prefectures and Kuei-chu Hsien, the 
soil is fertile to the highest degree, and it 
was the food supply from this area that 
saved Kuei-yang Fu in times gone by when 
it was beleaguered by the Miao-tz% who 
had rebelled. It produces large quantities 
of rice, the transport of which to the adja- 
cent provincial capital is easy, During 
the last few years, however, it has wholly 
been given up to the cultivation of the 
poppy, until a lesson was taught the peo- 
ple by the confiscation of the lands of two 
graduates in accordance with the regula- 
tions, since which time the transgressors 
have shown a tendency to repent them of 
their ways. 

The Memorialist is well aware that it 
would save himself trouble to leave the 
matter alone and also win him immediate 
popularity, but where general interests 
are at stake he must do his utmost 
to take timely precautions, the provision- 
ing of the provincial capital being the first 
duty, ‘This done, attention can be paid to 
outlying places, 

The Memorialist then proceeds to take 
himself to task for having failed to crush 
this evil in the bud though he has now been 
in Kuei-chow for over a year, aud he yows 
on to observe that the opium craving with 
its attendant evils cannot be compared 
with drunkenness or gambling. These vices 
can be cured by compulsory means, but 
once the opium craving has taken hold of a 
man it is almost invariably like an ulcer 
that eats into the bone. If taken in time 
it is still possible to retrieve the mischief, 
but if several years are allowed to elapse 
remedies are impossible of application. 

The Memorialist is about to hand over 
charge of the Government of the province 
to his successor, but he is deeply impressed 
with a sense of the obligation of taking 
warning by the perils of the past in a time 
of quietude, and of making timely pre- 
parations against future evil. 

February Ist and 2nd.—(1) A Memorial 
from the Court of Censors reporting the 
receipt of a petition from one Chiang 
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Haiao-i, a Secretary of the Board of Works 
and a native of Hstu-ning Hsien in Hunan, 
whocomplains that he cannot get justice 
done fur the desecration of lis father’s 
grave. 

His father, Chiang Chung-i, who was 
formerly acting Governor of Kueichow and 
afterwards Commanuder-in-chief in Kuangsi, 
was killed in Kiangsi in an eugageiment 
with the rebels in the year 1863. tHe was 
buried at Ch‘iian Chow in Kuangsi, and six 
years ago his grave was rifled by robbers 
who opened the coffin and exposed the 
body. Some of these robbers were arrested, 
but the officers who had the trial of the 
case delayed its settlement on various 
pretexts until at last the criminals who hed 
earlier admitted their guilt turned round 
and denied their admissions, accusing the 
pe-itioner of having extorted a confession 
by torture. Being unable to get justice 
done for his father who, when in life, had 
had a distinguished career only to be fol- 
lowed in death by cruel injury, he had 
brought his appeal to the Court of Censors, 
(See Gazette of February 1st.) 

(2) The Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu reports the trial aud execution 
by the ling ch‘ih process of a man who 
killed his father under the influence 
of a temporary fit of insanity to which 
he was occassionally subject. In the pre- 
sent case the father attacked and kicked 
his son in a fit of rage, threatening him 
withahoe. ‘Lheson took the hoe from his 
father and in the struggie for its possession 
wounded his father on the eyebrow. The 
father then seized him by the queue, 
dragged him towards the house, and, pick- 
ing up a knife, said he would kill him, 
The son thereupon, maddened by the ex- 
tremity he was in, struck his father with 


the hoe and he fell to the ground, striking - 


his head against the door sill aud expiring 
shortly afterwards. 

(3) A Memorial from Shao-ch‘i, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Ch‘ahar, and Yung-té, 
the deputy Lieutenant Governor, request- 
ing the sanction of His Majesty to the 
issue of the usual grant for the Altai postal 
service during the year 1886. ; 

The Memorialists state that the annual 
suin required for the payment of wages, 
the issue of victuals and the purchase of 
horses etc. for the maintenance of the 44 
stations on the Altai postal line is Tis. 
21,877.5.5. with an additional grant of Ts, 
1,624 in years in which there is an inter- 
calary moon, 

Since the 54th year of the reign Ch‘ien 
Lung each successive Superintendent of 
Customs at Kalgan has furnished during 
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his tenure of office Tls. 22,400 odd for this 
service, an addition of Tls. 2,000 being 
made for each intercalary moon. Any 
portion of this contribution that remained 
unexpended was put by as a reserve to 
draw upon in bad years, but, if unemployed 
within a given period, the money was to 
be returned to the Kalgan Customs, 

In the 26th year of thereign of Tao Kuang 
the reserve fund amounted to Tls. 36,000 
odd, and in the same year the Board of 
Revenue received the Imperial assent to 
the reduction of the contribution to Tls. 
*20,000 in the following year, the difference 
going to pay off the debt to the Customs 
represented by the reserve fund. It was 
further arranged that as soon as the reserve 
fund was nearly exhausted the Lieutenant 
Governor of Ch‘ahar was to report to the 
Throne and call for a contribution pro- 
portionate to the actual expenditure, 

The reserve fund was exhausted in the 
10th year of Hsien Féng, and the sanction 
of the Throne was obtained to the adoption 
of the following plan, viz. that an accurate 
computation was annually to be made of 
the amount of the contribution required, 
due allowance being made for intercalary 
moons, and the money issued accordingly 
after application to the Throne, exceptional 
provision being made in years of drought. 

As the records will show, the Imperial 
assent was given to the issue of the funds 
for the present year as estimated by the 
Memorialists, and they have now to apply 
for His Majesty’s sanction to the issue for 
the coming year of 'I'ls. 21,877 by the 
Superintendent of Customs at Kalgan, 
there being no intercalary moon to provide 
for. ‘This sum = should be paid into 
the Memorialists’ yamén for distribution 
amongst the stations in the second moon 
of next year, 

Rescript : Let it be as requested, 
Yamén concerned will take cognisance. 

February 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th.—The 
Board of Astronomy report that the wind 
rose on New Year’s day from the Suvuth 
East, auguring longevity aud a prosperous 
harvest, 

ASub-Memorial from Té-hsing, Governor 
of Kiangsi. The Memorialist received 
some time since a communication from the 
Board of Revenue informing him that in 
the 12th year of Kuang Hsii (1886) selec- 
tion would be made after inspection of 
maidens from amongst the eight Banners 
[for an Imperial Consort and Concubines] ; 
that lists had now been furnished to the 
Board, by these Banners, of the daughters 
of Manchu Officials and others serving 
outside the Metropolis ; and that the Buard 
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had to write to the various Provinces to 
send with all despatch to the Metropolis 
the maidens from twelve to eighteen years 
of age who should undergo selection, that 
that might be in readiness for this selec- 
tion. 

The Memorialist has two daughters, one 
fifteen years of age and the other fourteen, 
both of whom he is legally under an obli- 
gation to send to the C’apital, and, as the 
records will show, he has already sent in a 
return of their names to the Board and his 
Banner. His original intention was that, 
in obedience to the limit laid down, they 
should start for the Capital in the LOth 
moon, but it also happened that just then 
his second daughter caught cold and was 
not able to proceed on the journey. She 
has now made a gradual recovery under 
medical treatment, but has not entirely 
regained her normal state of health. 

The Memorialist’s one son, Wén-han, is 
serving in the Board of War and did not 
accompany him to his post, and with the 
exception of this son he has no relative or 
kinsman competent to escort his daughters 
on so long a journey by boat and cart with 
its attendant risks. 

In a separate Memorial the Memorialist 
has solicited an audience, and if His 
Majesty should be graciously pleased to 
grant the same, he will forthwith hasten to 
the Palace Gate, and he proposes to avail 
himself of the opportunity to bring his 
daughters with him to be in readiness for 
selection, but he fears that they will arrive 
somewhat late, 

Rescript : Let the said Governor depute 
persons to escort his daughters to Peking 
at once, there to await selection and in- 
spection, The Board concerned will take 
cognisance. 


February 7th and 8th.—(1) A Decree an- 
nouncing His Majesty’s intention to aecom- 
pany the Kmpress Dowager to the Hastern 
Mausolea, for which the cortége will start 
on the Ist of April. On the 5th of April, 
this being the Ch‘ing Ming festival, visits 
will be paid to the Mausolea of the late 
Empress Dowager and of the Emperor Hsien 
Féng. The Imperial party will also visit 
the Mausoleum of the Emperor T‘ung Chih, 
The usual ceremonies concluded, they will 
return to the Palace on the 10th of April. 
Meanwhile the Yamén whose duty it is 
wili reverently make the usual preparations 
for the fulfilment of the proper observances 
and for all other matters in connection 
with the journey. 

(2) Pan Wei, Acting Governor of Kuei- 
chow, reports having tuken over charge of 
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the duties of that post on the 21st of 
November. 

(3) Le Yung-ch‘ing, the former Acting 
Governor of Kueichow, reports the receipt 
of a letter from the General of the Wei- 
ning Chén Division, announcing the receipt 
of a tablet, a jade sceptre, and four pieces 
of silk and satin bestowed by the Empress 
Dowager upon the General’s aged mother 
in commemoration of the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of Her Majesty’s birth. These gifts 
were issued by the Grand Council, and 
forwarded by Government post, the Gen- 
eral receiving them upon his knees and 
accompanying them to his Yamén, where 
he prepared an incense table and prostrated 
himself in the direction of the Palace in 
grateful recognition of the Imperial Bounty 
as he took the presents over on his mother’s 
behalf. He begged the Memorialist to 
report the receipt thereof, with his grate- 
ful thanks, to the Throne. 

February 9th and 10th.—(1) A Decree 
absolving Prince Tun (the ‘Fifth Prince”), 
who is approaching sixty years of age, 
from attendance at sacrificial and other 
ceremonial observances of a similar nature, 
the performance of which is delegated tu 
high officers on behalf of His Majesty. 
His name need not therefore hereafter 
appear upon the Jist of names submitted to 
the Throne for selection, 


(2) A Memorial from Hsi-yiian, Governor 
of Kirin, and his deputy, reporting the 
failure of their agents to obtain any of the 
birch bark (?) (fi yf) of the prescribed 
dimensions which the Memorialist’s yamén 
is annually required to furnish for use in 
the capital. 

They beg to report that the time having 
come round for the collection of this bark, 
they sent a Major and a company of men 
by boat to San-sing to unite with the 
military of that town in making search 
amougst the hills for the bark, 

In course of time the Deputy Lieutenant 
Governor at San-sing wrote to say that the 
Major and his men were over a month on 
their journey from Kirin to San-sing, 
owing to the want of water in the river, 
only reaching the mouth of the Lo-la-mi 
River on the 27th of July. 

From thence they had gone into the moun- 
tains in company with officers from San- 
sing to collect birch bark, of which they 
procured over 800 pieces, though none of 
them came up to the standard of measure- 
ment required. This bark was subse- 
quently accidentally destroyed by a camp 
fire at night, and fresh search was made 
for more, but there was then only the 
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SE 3£ or winter trees (?) to choose from, 
the description known as not being 


found in sufficient quantity. Orders were 
thereupon given by the Memorialists that 
the proper amount must be collected in 
some way or other, and, last their agents 
should not have been duly energetic or 
have sent in incorrect reports, they sent 
other officers to Lo-la-mi to see into 
matters. ‘These now report that there is 
actually a scarcity of # trees in the 


hill ground from which yatherings are 
at present made, and that the bark that 
had been stripped had actually been des- 
troyed by the confl»grations caused by 
signal fires. ; 

Further letters from the Deputy Lieu- 
tenant Governor and reports from the 
Major arrived to the effect that search had 
been made for birch trees in fresh quarters, 
but as it was already autumn the bark 
could not be stripped. Under these cir- 
cumstances .they wished to be informed 
whether the search might not be postponed 
until next year. 

The Memorialists consider that the Major 
exhibited great carelessness in allowing his 
camp fires to cause a conflagration which 
destroyed the bark that had already been 
stripped. As. moreover, what was collected 
did not come up to standard, men should 
have at once been-procured by some means 
or other, and in putting this off until the 
arrival of autumn when the bark could no 
longer be stripped there has been undoubted 
dilatoriness, The Lieutenant Governor 
of San-sing has been directed to send men 
beforehand into the mountains to find 
some fresh woods in readiness for next 
year’s gathering, and the Memorialista 
have to request that His Majesty will 
command that the Major be deprived of 
his button and compelled to make up the 
deficient amount, which must be sent for- 
ward simultaneously with that for the 
coming year.—Granted by Rescript. 

February 11th and 12th.—(1) A Decree 
ordering the Imperial College of Iuscrip- 
tions to prepare a tablet for a temple to 
the tutelary deity of the town of P‘eng-hu 
in the Pescadores, by whose aid, as reported 
by Liu Ming-ch‘uan, pestilence was stayed 
last year after the military occupation and, 
subsequently, a drought was averted. 

(2) Ch‘un-man is appointed commandant 
of the Oeléts, or Western Mongols. : 

(3) Su Yiian-jui (gzCHR) is appointed 
General of the Wei-ning Division in Kuei- 
chow. 

(4) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of areport from Ch‘éu Shih-chieb, Governor 
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of Shantung, announcing the closing of the 
two large breaches at Chao Chuang and 
Sao Kou which have caused such suffering 
and damage during the past year. 

The receipt of this intelligence has some- 
what relieved His Majesty’s anxiety, and 
the penalty of the loss of three steps of 
rank which the Governor was undergoing 
is now removed, 

(5) A Sub-Memorial from Yii-lu, Acting 
Governor-General of the Hu-kuang Pro- 
vinces, requesting His Majesty’s sanction 
to the appropriation of a sum of money, 
the balance of contributions raised for 
maritime defence purposes, for the con- 
struction of a telegraph line from Hankow 
to Yiinnan vid Szechuen. 

He states that the revenue derived from 
salt and likin in Hupeh being all required 
for urgent Imperial purposes, no loan can 
be drawn from these revenues for the object 
in question, There is, however, a balance 
of ‘Ils. 60,000 remaining from a sum of 
Tis. 120,000 which was raised by one Liu 
Wei-chén, a General, by subscription, 
This Tls 60,000 was originally intended to 
be devoted to the establishment of an 
Arsenal, but it was found to be quite in- 
sufficient for the purpose, aud the project 
remained in abeyance in consequence of 
the impossibility, for the time being, of 
raising the extra sum required. 

It is now proposed to hand Tis. 50,000 
of this money to Shéng Hsiian-huai, Direc- 
tor of telegraphs, to be employed in the 
construction of the telegraphic line, the 
money being refunded in yearly instalments, 

The Memorialist further proposes to 
avail himself of the opportunity which is 
now .affurded by the construction of a line 
from Hankow to Yiinnan, to connect the 
city of Hankow by telegraph with that of 
Wuch‘ang. The Yangteze line at present 
stops at Hankow, and much delay and in- 
convenience is caused, especially in bad 
weather, by having to send messayes across 
the river by boat. The Moemorialist in- 
tends to lend Tis. 3,000 from the provincial 
funds for this purpose, the telegraph com- 
pany finding the balance of the amount 
required and repaying the official loan by 
annual instalments, The line will be man- 
aged by the company. 

Rescript: The Yamén concerned will 
take cognisance. 

February 13th and 14th.—(1) A decree 
issued at the instance of the Board of War 
who represent that the pr-parations for the 
visit of the Imperial party to the Mausolea 
in the month of April will involve a large 
expenditure in the matter of transport, 
etc., aud that heavy arrears are due from 
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Chihli in the form of rent on certain lands 
payable to the Board of War fur the main- 
tenance of postal horses. The Governor 
General Li Hung-chang is now called upon 
to instruct the Financial Commissioner to 
send up to Peking within the present month 
half of the sum owing, viz: Tis. 30,000, 
which he is to advance from any funds he 
may have in hand, Care is also to be taken 
in future that these reuts are annually paid 
in full, 

(2) Chin-ch‘i, (Prince of the Second 
Order) is appointed one of the Imperial 
Chamberlains. 

(3) Hsi chén (Minister of the Tsungli 
Yaméu etc) is appointed Lieutenant 
General of the Bordered White Mauchu 
Banuer, his place as Lieutenant Geueral 
of the Bordered Yellow Haun chiin Banner 
being taken by K‘uei-jun. 

(4) A Decree expressing the sincere and 
profound regret of His Majesty at the death 
of J-hsiang, Prince Hui, a Prince of the 
2ud order with a brevet of the first order. 
The usual posthumous honours are to be 
bestowed upon him, and libations are to 
be offered before his remains by a Bei/eh, 
or Prince of the 3rd order, accompanied by 
ten officers of the Imperial Guard. 

His eldest son Tsai-jun is to succeed to 
the title of Beileh and his second son tu that 
of Chén Kuo Uhiang Chiin, or Imperial 
noble of the ninth degree, and they are tu 
be placed under the guardianship of the 
Beitzt I-mo, their uncle, during their 
minority, 

(5) Pien Pao-ti, Governor of Hunan, 
who applies for permission to vacate his 
post on account of ill-health, is given a 
month’s respite from work, 

February 15th and 16th.—The only do- 
cument of interest in this day’s issue is a 
Decree calling upon the Governor General 
at Nanking to direct the salt comptroller 
of the Two Huai area to furnish within 
the next six weeks the sum of T's. 40,000 
to the Commandant of Gendarmerie ia 
Peking. This money, which is part of a 
debt of Tis, 600.000 odd, being arrears of 
interest on vested funds due to the Gen- 
darmerie department, is required to meet 
the expense of rationing troops on duty ou 
the occasion of the Imperial visit to the 
Mausolea, and the preparation of the road, 

February 17th and 18th.—(1) The Go- 
vernor of Shautung applies for the bestowal 
of honorary degrees upon seven graduates, 
all above the aye of eighty years, who have 
failed after three attempts to obtain the 
degree of provincial graduate. 

This application is made in conformity 
with the statute which authorizes the soli- 
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citation of ‘‘the exercise of the Imperial 
bounty” in favour of literary graduates 
above the age of eighty who shall have 
failed to obtain the second degree after 
three attempts.—Referred to the Board of 
Ceremonies. 

(2) A similar application is made by the 
acting Governor of Kweichow, who sub- 
inits the name of one graduate eighty-two 
years of age, 

February 19th and 20th.—(1) A Memo- 
rial from the Board of Civil Office acknow- 
ledging the receipt of the Decree from the 
Empress of the 21st January directing them 
to determine the penalty to which the 
Vice-President Huang 'l'‘i-fang had rendered 
himself liable by his improper suggestions 
to the Throne with reference to the re- 
moval of the Grand Secretary Li from the 
Board of Admiralty and the immediate 
recall of the Marquis Tséng to take up his 
duties in that department. 

The law Jays down that when public 
officials improperly make representations to 
the Throne they shall be deprived of one 
step of rank and be removed to another 
post, The action of Huang T‘i-fang com- 
ing under the description of an improper 
representation to the Throne, they consider 
that this is the penalty to which he should 
be sentenced, and, the offence being com- 
mitted in an official capacity, that he should 
be allowed to tender commutative rank in 
satisfaction of his sentence. 

For Decree see Gazette of January 31st. 

(2) A Memorial from the Shén Chi 
Ying, or Peking Field Force Department, 
reporting the receipt of a petition from 
Jung-lu, formerly General Commandant 
of the Peking Gendarmerie, who was 
degraded and removed from his post 
for official misconduct, offering a contribu- 
tion of 1,000 breech-loading rifles and a 
million cartridges for the use of the armies 
of the Three Manchurian Provinces, 
** which are at present in urgent need of 
equipment.” In offering this contribution 
the ex-commandant was careful to state 
that he did not venture to invite thereby the 
bestowal of any form of distinction upon 
himself. The department, however, have 
decided to follow precedent and solicit 
the bestowal of an Imperial reward 
upon Jung-lu for the public spirit which he 
displayed. 

For Decree see Gazette of 30th January. 

(3) A Memorial from Hsi-yiian, Governor 
of Kirin, reporting the despatch of sturgeon 
and other fish for the use of the Palace. 

It is the custom, the Memorialist observes, 
for the Government hunters of Kirin at 
the commencement of exch winter season 
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to catch a certain number of sturgeon and 
other fish which are sent in two instal. 
ments to Peking for use in the Palace. 
The ice in the river froze very thick this 
year, and the head of the hunters went 
himself beyond the frontier to the place 
where these fish are to be found, and superin- 
tended the taking by the hunters of ten 
sturgeon and 409 other kinds of fish, which. 
were sent to the Memorialist on the 16th of 
December. After duly inspecting them, 
the Memorialist had them carefully en- 
veloped in wrappers of cloth and matting, 
and consigned to the care of a Sub- 
Lieutenant, who started with them for 
Peking on the 18th of December. 

A list of the fish is separately submitted 
for His Majesty’s perusal. 

Rescript: We have taken cognisance, 
(4) In a Sub-Memorial, the same officer re- 
ports the despatch of a second instalment 
of ten sturgeon and 409 other kinds of fish 
which were brought down to Kirin by the 
help of the hunters on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, and sent forward to Peking on the 
following day. 


February 21st and 22ud.—A Memorial 
from Ch‘ing-hsiang, Censor of the Shan- 
tung circuit, calling His Majesty’s atten-. 
tion to the fraudulent condition under 
which the clerks in the Metropolitan Boards 
hold their appointments, and suggesting the 
enforcement of a system of security bonds 
with a view to enabling proper supervision 
to be. exercised over them, 


He states that the Heads of Departments 
in the Metropolition Boards are in the 
habit of engaging clerks or official writers 
with the object of employing them in keep- 
ing and looking up archives and records, 
These clerks are ranged under two denom- 
inations, viz: teh hsieh (ARES) and 
ching ch‘éng (¥E3R). The name t‘ieh hsieh 
is applied to those clerks who study statutes 
and recorded precedents, and all the de- 
spatches of the departments pass through 
the hands of the other denomination of 
clerks; hence the name ching ch‘éng, or 
“agents.” For this reason, when they 
take service in a Board, they are required 
to furnish a security bond or guarantee, 
and a paper giving their name, age, aud 
domicile which is kept on record for re- 
ference. At the conclusion of five years of 
service hy any clerk, notice should be given 
to the Court of Censors by the Yamén in 
which he is employed, and the Court of 
Censors is required to call upon one of the 
metropolitan Police Magistrates to send the 
clerk back under police surveillance to his 
place of domicile. 
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The precautions that are thus provided 
are strict enough, but the clerks are 
fruitful in the concoction of tricky devices, 
and regard the security bonds given by 
them as mere nominal documents, instances 
being known in which they continue to 
serve for ten or more years without being 
changed, others going so far as to take up 
their permanent abode in the capital and 
return a false place of domicile. 

The Memorialist would observe, with 
reference to this unconstitutional state of 
things, that the office of superintendent of 
employés, aud similar posts in the Boards 
are created for the special purpose of exer- 
cising contiol over the clerks, and if they 
were really competent to fufil their duties, 
they could easily find out which of the 
clerks were provided with bonds and 
which not, and also whether their time of 
service had expired. Lustead of doing so, 
however, deception on the part of the 
clerks is met by deception on the part of 
the superintendents, so that it is hardly 
to be wondered at that the former should 
set the law at defiance. 

The Memorialist has accordingly to pray 
His Majesty to direct the Heads of Depart- 
ments in the capital to effect a conscien- 
tious reform in the direction indicated and 
to enjoin upon the superintendents of 
employés and other officers holding simi- 
lar functions, the necessity of sending back 
**secured” clerks to their native place at 
the conclusion of their term of service, and 
of calling upon unsecured clerks to furnish 
the requisite bonds together with a state- 
ment of their names, ave, place of domicile, 
and dates of commencement of service. A 
full return of these particulars should be 
drawn up and deposited with the Cuurt of 
Censors for reference. 

For Decree see Gazette of Jan. 22nd. 

February 23rd and 24th.—Prince Ch‘ing 
obtains ten days leave. 

(1) A Decree calling upon the Governor- 
General of Chihli to direct his Financial 
Commissioner to supply the sum of Ts, 
10,000 which is required by the officials 
in charge of the mausolea for expenditure 
in preparation for the Imperial visit. 

(2) A Decree calling for a further sum 
of Tis. 12,000 from the Chihli Treasury to 
be applied to the same purpose. 

(3) A joint Memorial from the Governors 
of Féng-tien and Kirin and their deputies 
reporting the couclusion of the annual joint 
patrol of the frontiers of these two provinces 
by officers appointed by the Memorialists. 
By arrangement which has received the 
Imperial sauction, an officer of the rank of 
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Culonel is appointed by the Governor of 
each province every winter. These officers 
proceed to the boundary line of their 
respective provinces and having met ata 
given rendezvous, proceed to patrol the 
frontier in concert, In accordance with 
this rule the two colonels, with their res- 
pective followings, met this year at Li-shu 
Ch‘éng-tzii on the 26th of November and 
held their joint patrol. They found the 
frontier free from the traces of banditti 
and perfectly quiet on either side. At the 
conclusion of the joint patrol each officer 
followed his frontier line down on his 
return to garrison, where ho reported to 
his particular chief, and the Memorialists 
have now respectfully to lay the particulars 
of this joint patrol by officers appointed 
by them iu a joint Memorial before Their 
Majesties. 

Rescript ; We have taken cognisance. 

February 25th.—The only document 
worthy of note in this day’s issue is a 
memorial from Chin-shun, Governor of Ili, 
denouncing an expectant sub-prefect who 
had been sent by him to the Board of 
Revenue to draw the sum of Tls. 30,000 
required for the maintenance of certain 
cavalry regiments, The officer returned in 
due course, but when the money entruste da 





to him came to be taken delivery of, it 
was ‘I'ls. 4800 short. The sub-Prefect 
could give no satisfactory explanation to 
the Memorialist as to the cause of this 
large deficit, nor, though over a year has 
elapsed, has he made the deficit good. 
Under these circumstances the Memorialist 
has to request that he be cashiered and 
handed over to the charge of the local 
authorities with instructions to proceed 
rigorously against him for the recovery of 
the money. If this be not paid in full by 
a given date, application will be made for 
his condign punishment.—Request granted 
by NRescript. 

February 26:h.—The greater portion of 
this day’s issue is occupied with a Memo- 
rial from the Governor General and Go- 
vernor at Canton embodying the report of 
a Committee composed of the Financial 
and Judicial Commissioners and the 
Superintendents of the ‘‘ Reorganisation ” 
oftice and Military Secretariat, into certain 
charges of fraud against an Expectant Dis- 
trict Magistrate called Wang Mao-kuan 
who was recently entrusted with the con- 
struction of a number of forts on the 
Canton river. The Memorialists, having 
reason to suspect his honesty, had applied 

| for Imperial authority to cashier him and 
| place him on his trial, and the following is 
| the regult of the enquiry held. 
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Wang .Mao-kuan, who was in the first 
instance questioned by the Prefect of Can- 
ton, deposed that he had been in charge of 
a certain office called the ‘‘ Huang P‘u 
supply office” from its establishment in 
the month of October 1883 until its aboli- 
tion in October 1884, during which time he 
had superintended the construction of 26 
large forts and 13 small ones, at a total ex- 
penditure, inclusive of officer’s quartersetce., 
of Tls. 363,920 odd. From this had to be 
deducted Tis. 58,806 for the “Long Bridge” 
work and materials, which was drawn and 
expended by General Wu Sung-lo, and a 
further sum of T'ls, 3,531 odd for office 
wages and expenditure. Of the balauce, 
viz: Tls. 301,582 odd, Tis. 158,686 odd 
were expended by the military on behalf of 
the office in the purchase of materials and 
the pay of workmen, leaving a sum of 
Tis. 142,895 odd which was expended by 
him, Wang Mao-kuan ; all materials were 
inspected and prices arranged by his 
agent Chao Fu-ch‘ang who made the 
purchases and payments on his, Wang 
Mao-kuan’s behalf. Upon the abolition of 
the office Chao Fu-ch‘ang had gone home, 
and he Wang, having no reason to suspect 
Chao’s honesty had, when first summoned 
for interrogation, disputed the correctness 
of the charges made against him. Subse- 
quent enquiry amongst the firms with 
whom Chao dealt, however, and inspection 
of their books, resulted in the discovery 
that these did not coincide with the ac- 
counts sent in by Chao. Steps were then 
taken to find Chao by enquiry amongst the 
shops where he was known, and though 
Chao himself was not to be found it was 
discovered that he had upon fixed deposit 
in the TSung-ch‘ang in the ‘ Great New 
Street” of Canton asum of Tls 30,000, and 
seeing that Chao was a man whose family 
was in humble circumstances, the posses- 
sion of so large a sum convinced him, 
Wang, of Chao’s dishonesty. 

When asked how he had come to exercise 
such lax supervision as to allow of these 
frauds being perpetrated, Wang explained 
that the work in question was of a pressing 
nature, and he was afraid that if he gave 
too low prices delay might be caused. 
Further, that he was so occupied in 
superintending the barring of the river 
that he was unable to go every day and 
inspect the materials purchased, while he 
had every reason to place confidence in 
the integrity of Chao who had served 
him honestly for many years. He none 
the less must acknowledge that he was 
to blame for making use of an unfit 
agent, but he disclaimed any respousibility 


Google 





for the quality of the work turned out, his 
duties being confined to the issue of pay- 
ments, 

Upon inspecting Wany’s account books 
they were found to agree with the returns 
seutin by him, and euquiries were then 
made amongst the various building and other 
establishments with which Chao dealt, as 
well as of the bank where he was said to 
have left money on deposit. The proprie- 
tors of these establishments explained, with 


; every show of truth, that many of the 


transactions with Chav did uot appear in 
their books, as a large quautity of the 
materials, which were wanted in a hurry, 
had to be purchased at Hongkong and 
other places. All their dealings had been 
with Chao, who was regarded as the trusted 
agent of the Huang-p‘u Supply Office ; they 
had never once seen Wang, and they could 
not say whether or no Chao had charged 
more for the materials than he had paid. 
It was also found that Chao had, as stated, 
Tls.30,000 on deposit inthe “T‘ung-ch‘ang” 
Bank, but the man himself was nowhere to 
be found, 

An estimate was then formed of the 
actual market value of the materialscharzed 
for in the accounts amounting Ts. 301,582 
presented by Wang, when it was found 
that there was an overcharge of about 10 67 
per cent, representing ‘I'ls. 50,364. There 
were still Tle. 10,364 which had not been 
drawn, and Wang was called upon to make 
good the balance of the ‘T'ls, 50,000 odd 
which was left after appropriating the 
Tis. 30,000 deposited in the ‘T*ung- 
chang” Bank, it being found that Chao’s 
mother, his only living parent, had no 
means. In due course Wang paid in 
Tls. 10,000 which he had realised by the 
sale of his property, making, with the sum 
he had not drawn and Chao’s deposit, a 
total of Ts, 53 640. 

In commenting upon this case, the com- 
mittee express the opinion that Wang Mao- 
kuan is certainly to blame for not taking 
more care to exercise economy and strict 
supervision over the payments made by 
hun, also in employing another person to 
make purchases whereby the frauds in 
question were perpetrated. They consi- 
der, however, that his plea of being unable 
to look after a number of matters at one 
and the ssme time is not without reason, 
and suggest that under the circumstances 
his shortcomings would be met by confirma- 
tion of the sentence of dismissal which has 
already been passed upon him, measures be- 
ing taken for the arrest of Chao Fu ch‘ang, 

The Memorialists do not agree with the 
Committee in their view of Wang Mao- 
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kuan’s case. He allowed his Superintendent 
to appropriate money, and failed to dis- 
cover the fraud himself, only making the 
money good after the event. If every de- 
partment and every regiment is to do its 
work in this slip-shod fashion, and the dis- 
covery of irregularities has to be left to 
the Governor General and Governor before 
the defalcations are made good, provincial 
high authorities will exhaust themselves 
in vain. A signal example should there- 
fore be made of Wang Mao-kuan, and to 
this intent the Memorialists would pray 
His Majesty to order the said Wang Mao- 
kuan to be banished intu servitude on the 
military post roads. 

For decree see Gazette of 28th January. 

February 27th.—Nothing of importance, 

February 28th.—(1) A joint Memorial 
from Su Yuan-ch‘un, Commander-in-Chief 
of Kuangsi and General in command of 
the froutier defence force, and Li Ping- 
héng, acting Governor of Kuangsi, giving 
further particulars as to the services of 
certain civil officials for whom they had 
solicited the bestowal of rewards for their 
services in connection with the Chinese 
victories at Langson and other places in 
Tongking. 

These recommendations having been re- 
ferred to the Board of Civil Ottice, that 
department had, in reply, represented | 
that under the regulations all officers fight- 
ing ‘fabroad ” were, when victorious, eli- 
vible for recommendation for the bestowal 
of honours upon a most liberal scale. The 
officers recommended, therefore, by the 
Memorialists must have actually fulfilled 
the above qualification to be eligible, the 
mere rendering of assistance in the shape 
of forwarding or conveying supplies and 
munitions of war, Ge. not being suflicient 
to entitle them to special privileges. Tie 
Board therefore required more specitic 
details from the Memorialists before 
acquiescing in the bestowal upon the 
civilians named, of the honours proposed. 

In reply the Memorialists recognise the 
spirit of discrimination and adherence to 
established rules which dictated the deci- 
sion of the Board, conveyed to them by 
His Majesty’s Command, and they accord- 
ingly proceeded to call for the necessary 
particulars from the various Commanders 
concerned. It appears from the reports 
now received that everyone of the fourteen 
civil officers recommended, one of whom is 
since dead, was actually fighting at the 
head of troops at Langson, Kuan-yin Uh ‘iao 
or other places beyond the frontier, or carry- 
ing munitions of war into action, Under 
these circumstances it is hoped that the ; 
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rewards solicited may be bestowed upon 
them.—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) A Memorial from Ting Pao-chén, 
Governor-General of Szechuen, reporting 
the rehearing of an appeal case the facts 
of which are as follows; 

Féag Chih-kuei and his wife Née Yang 
lived with their daughter Féug Yao-mei 
in Lei-po Ting, having for their near 
neighbour one Lo Ming-jang, an ex-soldier 
who had been dismissed for idleness in 
drill, 

In the winter of 1843 Lo Ming-jang was 
passing by Féug Chib-kue’s door one 
moruing with a friend called Wang Wéa- 
huan, when they saw the girl Fang Yao-mei 
standing alone at the door. She told them 
that her father was ill in bed, and that her 
mother had gone to buy medicine for him. 
Upon this Lo determined to try and seduce 
the girl, and suggested this to his friend 
Wang and obtained his connivance, and they 
entered the house aud began to take liber- 
ties with her. Féng Yao-mei resented the 
insult and abused them in loud tones, 
whereupon Wang ran away. Lo, however, 
followed the girl into the kitchen and be- 
gan to pull her about, and she, driven to 
extremity, picked up a kitchen knife and 
cut Lo on the hand. At this juncture a 
neighbour, attracted by the shouts of the 
girl, came in and Lo forthwith decamped. 
On the return cf her mother, Féng Yao-mei 
told her of the indignity to which she had 
been subjected and declared she could no 
longer live. She was consoled for the mo- 
meut by the neighbour and her mother, 
who promised that Lo should be found and 
prosecuted. She continu-d, however to 
ery and sob all day long, and two days later, 
in spite of her mother’s vigilance, she swal- 
lowed sume opium while the latter was asleep, 
and straightway hurried off to Lo’s house 
to die there in vengeance for her wrong. 
She failed in the attempt, however, and, 
the opium taking effect, she fell to the 
ground, where she was found later by her 
mother, who had followed her. She shortly 
died, and her death was reported to the 
Sub-prefect who held an inquest, and the 
facts being reported to his superiors the 
arrest of L» was ordered. Ie could not be 
found, however, and the mother, suspecting 
that the brother of Lo had tampered with 
the authorities, appealed several times at 
the Governor General’s Yamén. Orders 
were repeated for the arrest of Lo, and he 
was fiuaily apprehended, but he refused to 
confess, and an important witness in the 
person of the neighbour who came to the 
girl’s reacue not being forthcoming, a de- 
lay in the settlement of the case was caused. 
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The woman, under the impression that this | given that the rents due in future should 


delay was intentional, appealed to Peking. 
The Memorialist has now passed sentence 
upon Lo Ming-jang, who has been condemn- 
ed to strangulation after the usual period 
of incarceration. 


March 1st.--(1) A Memorial from’ the 
Board of War praying His Majesty to 
direct the immediate payment on account 
of a portion of the arrears of interest due 
to that department in the form of rent 
upon certain lands in Chihli. 

The Memorialists explain that the stable 
department of the Board of War holds 
mortgages on certain lands in the T‘ung 
Chow and thirty-one other Sub-prefectures 
or Districts in Chihli, the interest upon 
which should return them over Tis. 4,800 
a year. This sum is collected for the Board 
by the Financial Commissioner of the pro- 
vince, and is applied by them to supple- 
ment the stable expenses and provide a 
proper courier service on important occa- 
sions. 

Six years ago, upon the occasion of the 
obsequies of Her late Majesty the Em- 
press, canonised as Hsiao Shun Hsien, the 
Board being required to furnish a large 
number of carts and horses, applied to His 
Majesty to call upon the Financial Com- 
missioner of Chihli to pay on account 
Tis. 20,000 of the Tls. 67,800 odd that 
were due to the Board under this heading, 
and to send forward the rents due for that 
year within a stated time, taking care that 
the future payments were not allowed to 
fall into arrear. 


Orders were issued to the ab»ve effect, but 
the Financial Commissioner only advanced 
Tis. 10,000, with the result that when the 
time of the obsequies arrived, the Board 
wereshort of money and extremely hamper- 
ed in consequence, though fortunately no 
delays resulted. ; 

They would beg permission to represent, 
that not only have the arrearsabove referred 
to never been paid off, but new accumula- 
tions have been added, raising the debt 
once more to over Ts. 60,000. Being now 
under orders to prepare for the approach- 
ing visit of Their Majesties to the Mausolea, 
they are in face of a similar ditticulty with 
respect to funds, and they have therefore no 
resource but to pray His Majesty to direct 
the Governor General of Chihli to call upon 
the Financial Commissioner to advance the 
sum of Tls, 30,000 upon the debt of Tis. 
60,000 odd due tothe Board. This money, 
it should be insisted on, should reach 
Peking within the first moon, and they 
have further to pray that instructions be 
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be paid annually in full. 

For Decree see Gazette of Feb. 14th. 

(2) Yii-lu, Acting Governor-General of 
the Hu Kuang Provinces, solicits the be- 
stowal of rewards upon the officers re- 
sponsible for the maintenance of the im- 
portant embankment in Hupeh known as 
the Wan-ch‘éng Ti, which has success- 
fully withstood the action of the water 
during three periods of freshet. 

(3) Ch‘ung-i, President of the Board of 
Civil Office, applies for permisssion to 
retire on the ground of ill-health, 

By a decree earlier issued he has been 
grauted immunity from duty for one 
month, 

March 2nd (1) —Hu Jui-lan is appointed 
Director of the Court of Revision, 

(2) The Governor General of Shensi and 
Kangu reports the trial of a military officer 
for the homicide of his sister-in-law and 
the sentence passed upon him. 

The facts of the case are as follows :— 
Chia Té-wang was an ex-captain of irregu- 
lars who had served with the army in 
Turkestan, and upon the disbandment of 
his regiment in 1882 had returned to his 
home at Lung-hsi Hsien in Kansu, where 
he took up his abode with his elder brother, 
each occupying separate courtyards which 
were connected by a doorway. 

On the 12th of May last, Chia Té-wang, 
who was ina state of anxiety about his child 
who was very ill, was sitting moodily drink- 
ing in his house when a dog came running 
out of the door connecting the two court- 
yards and began to jump against the door of 
his room and make a noise. Exasperated 
with the dog, Chia Té-wang picked up 
a piece of wood that was lying on the 
floor and hurled it at the dog. It so hap- 
pened that his brother’s wife was coming 
through the door of connection at the 
moment, and the piece of wood struck her 
on the head and felled her to the ground, 
causing injuries from which she died shortly 
afterwards. 

The ex-captain has been sentenced to one 
hundred blows with the heavy bamboo and 
banishment to a distance of 3,000 li in con- 
formity with the law which provides this 
penalty for anyone who shall unwittingly 
injure a person and cause his death by 
throwing a brick or stone towards such 
person’s domicile. 

March 3rd.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets at the announcement of 


the death of Fu-lo-chiin-t‘ai, Deputy Lieu- ° 


tenant General of the Bordered Red Man- 
chu Banner, upon whem the usual post- 
humous honours are to be bestowed. 


(@ 
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(2) Kuang-ying is appointed Superin- 
poe of Imperial Manufactures at Nan- 

ing. 

(3) A Memorial from Fu-k‘un, in his 
capacity of Superintendent of Peking Gen- 
darmerie, soliciting the issue of Imperial 
commands for the payment of certain 
arrears due to his department in order to 
meet the heavy expenses which will have 
to be incurred in connection with the 
approaching visit of the Imperial family 
to the Mausolea. 

The Memorialist states that the office of 
Peking Gendarmerie derives its principal 
income from funds placed out at interest 
with the Salt Department of the Two 
Huai, by which the sum of Tis. 21,600 
should annually be paid. These payments 
were not made from the year 1844 to 1866, 
but after that Tls. 200,000 were paid off 
under pressure brought by the Throne on 
six occasions upon which Imperial visits 
were made to the Mausolea. 

In the year 1871, a further payment of 
Tls. 10,000 was paid, but nothing has been 
remitted since that date in spite of re- 
peated application, and a debt is now 
owing which amounts in gross to ‘I'ls, 
612,600 odd. 

In view of the approaching visit to the 
Mauzsolea, and the large sum of money re- 
quired for the maintenance of the troops 
and the preparation of the road, matters 
both of a pressing nature, attention to which 
brooks of no delay, the Memorialist has no 
resource but to request the issue of Impe- 
rial Commands to the Salt Commissioner 
of the ‘Two Huai, through the Governor 
General at Nanking, to send forward ‘T'ls. 
40,000 at once. If the Salt Commissioner 
has not the money in hand it should be 
furnished by the Financial Commissioner 
from any fund available. 

Request sanctioned by Decree earlier 
issued. 

(4) A memorial from Chin-shun, Gover- 
nor of Ili, reporting the result of an 
enquiry into certain charges brought against 
T-léng-o, Commandants of the Oelits or 
Western Mongols of Ili, by certain high 
officials of those tribes. 

It appears from this enquiry that I-léng-o, 
who was suspended pending an investiga- 
tion into his conduct, had withheld payment 
to certain Mongols for the construction of 
the wall of the town of Hui-yiian, as the 
funds issued to him for that purpose were 
required to meet pressing debts incurred 
by him in the purchase of tea and cloth 
earlier served out to indigent Mongols in 
tho Lli region, The commandant admitted 


showed conclusively that the money had 
been diverted by him for public uses and 
not, as was stated, appropriated by him. 
He further made good the amount due to 
the workmen by the sale of his clothes and 
other property. Under these circumstances 
the Memorialist suggests that his short- 
comings will be adequately met by his 
deposition from the post of commandant. 

The suggestion is approved by a Reacript 
appended to the Memorial. 

March 4th.—(1) Ch‘ung-wén (2) is 
appointed Tutor of the Imperial Academy. 

(2) Pien Pao-ch ‘ian, Governor of Honan, 
reports his assumption of the duties of that 
office upon the 20th of February. 


March 5th.—(1) Tsang Chi-ch‘én (99M 


Fa) is appointed Tutor of the Imperial 
Academy. 

(2) A Decree ordering the date of the 
selection of examiners and other officials 
required for the coming examination for 
the Metropolitan degree to be postponed 
from the 9th to the 11th of April, and the 
date of the commencement of the examina- 
tion from the 11th to the 13th of April. 
These postponements are made to suit the 
movements of Their Majesties, who will 
not return from the Mausolea until the 
10th of April. 

(3) A Sub-Memorial from Yii-lu, Acting 
Governor General of the Hu-Kuang Pro- 
vinces, The memorialist is in receipt of a 
report from the Financial Commissioner 
and the committee of the Reorganisation 
office to the following effect ; 

Some time since, Lui Wei-chén, a gene- 
ral officer whose name was recorded for 
promotion to the post of Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief and who was then residing 
at Huang-kang Hsien,his native place, 
being anxious to show his gratitude 
to his sovereign, announced his will- 
ingness to wind up the business of 
the various pawn shops owned by him and 
to offer the whole of the value of the 
pledges redeemed or realised, amounting 
with capital and interest, to some Ts. 
200,000, as a contribution towards military 
expenditure and the establishment of an 
arsenal in his province. The money was 
promised in instalments, and in February 
1885 T'ls. 20,000 were paidin by him, further 
instalments being paid in by him in the 
months of April, May, September and 
Noveinber last, amounting in all to Tle. 
120,000. Of the T's. 120,000 thus sub- 
scribed in all, Tle. 30,000 have been given 
to the Commander-in-Chief of Hupeb, Tis. 
30,0C0 went to pay eff money owed to 


the error of which he had bees guilty, but i meichants, and Tis. 60,000 remained in 
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hand. Thus, of the Tls. 200,000 promised 
by Liu Wei-chén, more than one half had 
already been paid, and the Financial Com- 
missioner and the Committee of Reorgan- 
isation begged that the fact might be 
duly reported to the Throne. 

The Memorialist would observe that his 
predecessor and the late Governor of Hupeh 
proposed some time since to His Majesty 
that Tls 60,000 of the contribution offered 
by Liu Wei-chén should be devoted to the 
establishment of an arsenal, and that the 
remaining Tls. 140,000 should be paid into 
the maritime defence fund, adding that the 
General, who had previously distinguished 
himself in the Nien fei campaign, had dis- 
played a high conception of patriotic duty 
in the liberal offers he had now made, They 
further stated that his two sons Liu Kuo- 
chu and Liu Kuo-tung were devoting them- 
selves assiduously to study, being bent on 
visiting the Capital with a view to compet- 
ing in the examinations, 

To this representation His Majesty re- 
plied in the following terms : 

‘The high conception of patriotic duty 
displayed by Liu Wei-chén in tendering 
asa thank offering a contribution of Tls. 
200,000 in aid of urgent needs is deserving 
of high commendation. When more than 
half of this sum has been delivered the 
Governor General and Governor concerned 
will promptly report the fact to the Throne 
and await the announcement of our will 
with regard to the bounty to be extended.” 

The said General having, as above an- 
nounced, paid in more than half of 
the sum promised by him, it becomes the 
duty of the Memorialist to report the fact 
to the Throne and await His Majesty’s 
decision as to the manner in which the 
General’s conduct is to be rewarded, 


Rescript : Liu Kuo-chu and Liu Kuo-' 


tung will both be given the status of chi 
gén, or provincial graduate, and be allowed 
to compete at the Metropclitan Examina- 
tion. 

March 6th.—(1) I-nien (JE 4) is ap- 
pointed Director of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship. 

(2) A sub-Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. His Majesty has been pleased, on 
the application of the Memorialist, to sanc- 
tion the establishment of a military school 
at Tientsin conducted on western prin- 
ciples, and has, further, through the agency 
of the Grand Council, intimated His con- 
sent that this enterprise shall be given a 
place of urgency in the list of matters to 
be dealt with. 

At atime like the present, when funds 
are low and strict economy is the order of 
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the day, waste in expenditure can only be 
properly checked by obtaining the services 
of a competent individual to exercise gen- 
eral supervision. 

The students attached to the school are 
selected from amongst the minor officers 
and non-commissioned officers belonging to 
the various regiments, and although the 
majority of them are active and intelligent 
men their high animal spirits and courage 
are apt to find a vent in turbulent acts. 
The German military officers, too, who 
have been engaged 4s instructors are men 
of varied temperament amongst whom 
the qualities of diligence and idleness are 
of a varying nature. Success, therefore, in 
the education and discipline of the school 
depends absolutely on obtaining the ser- 
vices of a trustworthy officer as director 
who will inspire respect and keep the stu- 
dents up to their works, 

The officer the Memorialist would re- 
commend for the post of director of the 
Military School is Yang Tsung-lien, a Tao- 
tai on the list for selection, an officer who 
devotes close attention to his work, and is 
endowed with considerable ability and ex- 
perience. He served with the Memorialist 
in the campaign against the rebels some 
twenty years ago, and has acquitted himself 
with credit in the direction of military mat- 
ters, thoroughly securing the confidence of 
the troops under his charge. For some years 
past he has been engaged in the conduct 
of international business, in which his ac- 
tion was characterised by a judicious mix- 
ture of tenacity and laxitude. His ap- 
pointment to the post of director of the 
schoul would give great pleasure to the 
officers and men, to whom he: would be as 
a father or elder brother in the kindliness 

, of his teaching and his exhortations. 
1 Rescript:—We have taken cognisance, 


| (8) ‘The Governor General at Foochow 
reports the arrival of six shipwrecked 
Loochooans, forwarded by the Sub-prefect 
of Ting-hai in Chekiang, off which place 
they had been rescued from their waterlog- 
ged vessel by a fishing junk. The men 
have been placed in the building set apart 
for them at Foochow and have been 
provided with the usual daily ration 
of one chéng of rice and six li for the 
purchase of salt and vegetables. When 
means have been found for sending them 
back to their country they will be furnished 
with a month’s rations and the usual dona- 
tions will be bestuwed upon them. 

(4) The Governor General of Yiinnan 
and Kweichow asks permission to appoint 
two unemployed officers to go about pro- 
moting the contribution amongst the 
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population of Yiiunan of rice for the use 
of the troops, in accordance with the sanc- 
tion accorded the Memorialist by His 
Majesty last winter to open subscriptions 
for that purposed.—Rescript: We have 
taken cognisance. 

March 8th.—(1) A Sub-Memorial from 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang. 


The King of Corea having written to the 
Board of Ceremonies requesting them to 
make application to the ‘hrone with 
reference to the Chinese officers and 
men, over forty in all, who were either 
killed or wounded while suppressing the 
disorder that arose last wiuter in Corea, 
His Majesty was pleased to accede to 
the King’s request. Orders were then 
given to General Wu Chao-yu, in com- 
mand of the regiment designated by 


the character Be, and others serving in 
Oorea which are composed of men from 
the Huai region, to make the necessary 
enquiries, and he has now forwarded a 
list of names to the Memorialist. Of these 
names, over thirty are thuse of officers or 
men who were wouuded and who have been 
given money on a liberal scale to enable 
them to give their injuries proper care, 
The remaining eleven are those of officers 
aud men who were actually shot through 
the body during the engagement that took 
place, and the Memorialist ventures to 
solicit the bestowal upon them of post- 
humous honours on a liberal scale. He 
would further suggest that their names be 
entered in the memorial temple erected in 
Corea to the late General Wu Ch‘ang- 
ch ‘ing in obedience to Imperial Command. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from Yang Ch‘ang- 
chitin, Governor-General at Fuochow. 

Although there is a fair supply of am- 
munition for the modern breech-loading 
vifles aud cannon recently brought out by 
western nations to meet the wants of pur- 
chasers who come to Foochow to buy it, 
these arms would be useless should the 
supply suddenly become exhausted. 

A set of machinery for gun carriages, etc., 
was purchased in the year 1869 and set up 
inside the admiralty department at Foo- 
chow, but it was of small calibre and the 
work was stopped in consequence more than 
once. Last year, when maritime defence pre- 
parations were in progress, workmen were 
again engaged for the additional manufac- 
ture of shell and small arms ammunition, 
and acertainsub-prefect was placed in charge 
of the work. This officer has reported to 
the Office of Reorganisation that the pre- 
mises in which the machinery above men- 
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tioned is set up are so small and restricted 
in area as to admit of no extension, and he 
states that there is a certain amount of 
spare ground in the space occupied by the 
gun-carriage factory aud the area recently 
purchased for the constructicn of barracks 
for Manchu troops where sheds for the 
construction of breech-loading cartridges 
and percussion caps could be erected. 
These premises would consist of 5 chien 
of machinery sheds for cartridges and per- 
cussion caps, 6 chien of iron rotling sheds, 
13 chien of storerooms and workmen’s 
quarters, and 5 chien of dwelling-rooms for 
the superintendent and other officers. ‘Lhe 
total cost of these buildings is estimated 
at T's. 2,400 odd, which the Committee 
conaider very reasonable, an opinion in 
which the Memorialist concurs,—Rescript: 
Let the Board concerned take cognisance. 

(3) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
solicits the bestowal of honours upon the 
following officers in recognition of their 
services in connection with the conduct of 
foreign relations : 

Wu T‘ing-fang (Ng A-shoy), Expectant 
Taotai, is recommended for promotion to a 
button of the second grade, 

Yiian Chiin-wén and Chu Chén-jan, Ex- 
pectant Sub-prefect at Tu-shih K‘ou, Lo 
Chéu-lu (? Lo Féng-lo), Secretary of the 
Imperial Patent Otfice, Hsiao Té-chi, Kx- 
pectant Magistrate, Chang K‘ai-t‘ai, Ex- 
pectant Assistant Mayistrate, Shao Tso- 
chou, Senior Licentiate, and Wang Héng- 
ling, Government Clerk, are all recom- 
mended for minor distinctions, 

The above recommendations are made in 
conformity with rules promulyated by the 
Tsung-li Yamén, which authorise the ser- 
vices of officers engaged in business con- 
nected with international relations to be 
brought to His Majesty’s notice once every 
two years.—Request granted by Rescript. 

(4) A similar application is made by the 
Marquis Tséng on behalf of Ho Ch‘ing- 
ch‘uan, Accountant to the Chinese Lega- 
tion in London with charge of the Paris 
and St. Petersburg accounts, Tso-t‘ang, 
assistant in the Chinese Consulate at Singa- 
pore, and Ch‘ény Tzti-chén, copyist attached 
to the Legation in Paris who was employed 
in the Legation in London during the in- 
terruption of relations with France. 

March 9th. —The following is a list of the 
documents published in this day’s issue, 
none of which are of interest :— 

(1) Pei Chin-ch‘iian, General in com- 
mand at Ting-hai in Chékiang, returns 
thanks for his recent appoiutment to that 
post, 


(2) Liu Ch‘i-jui, Grain Tao-t‘ai at Foo- 
chow, reports his assumption of the duties 
of acting Provincial Judge. 

(3) The Governor-General at Canton 
solicits the Imperial sanction to the erec- 
tion of a Memorial portal to a lady called 
Chang, the mother of the Tao-t‘ai at 
Ich‘ang, who left dying injunctions to 
her son that if any extensive disaster 
by flood or drought should pervade the 
land, he was to sell her jewellery and con- 
tribute the proceeds towards the relief of 
the sufferers. The Canton River floods 
seeming to the Tao-t‘ai to call for the fulfil- 
ment of his mother’s commands, he sold 
her jewellery aud realised Tls. 1,000, which 
he sent to the Memorialist as a contribu- 
tion to the relief fund. 

(4) Chin-shun, Governor of Ili, submits 
a list of ofticers and men killed during 
miscellaneous actions with rebels during 
the operations extending over a series of 
years for the recovery and pacification of 
Ili. 


(5) The Governor-General at Canton re- - 


commends Sun Chi, at present prefect of 
Lien-chou, for the vacant post of prefect of 
Canton. 

(6) ‘The Governor of Ili reports the death 
by sickness during the last three years of 
eleven officers under his command, from 
the rank of General to that of Captain, and 
solicits the bestowal upon them of the usual 
posthumous marks of compassion. 

(7) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
reports that he has effected an exchange 
between two Majors in the interests of the 
service. 

March 10th and 11th.—The whole of the 
issue of the LOth of March and a large pro- 
portion of that of the 11th is occupied by 
a joint Memorial from the Imperial Com- 
missioner P‘eng Yii-lin and the Governor- 
General at Canton, reporting with great 
minuteness the result of their enquiry into 
certain charges of dishonesty brought against 
the Literary Chancellor of Kwangtung 
and his Secretaries in connection with the 
examinations for the degree of Licentiate 
for certain Districts in Hui-chou Fu in 
Kuangtung. 

The facts elicited by the Memorialists 
after repeated and searching investigation 
are, in brief, as follows :— 

The Literary Chancellor, having fallen 
ill during the progress of the examination 
in question, left the selection of the essays 
to be passed to one of his Secretaries. 
This Secretary, who had been bribed by 
large holders of ‘* unlikely ” names in the 
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the Literary Chancellor’s illness to open 
the sealed corner of the examination papers 
upon which the candidate’s name is written, 
and to select from these those which bore 
the names of the persons whose paper he was 
bribed to pass. Two of his fellow secretaries 
having discovered his plot were admitted to 
a share of the promised bribe, which, how- 
ever, was never paid. Upon the publica- 
tion of the examination lists there was a 
general outcry against the jobbery that 
was manifest from the improbability of 
the bearers of the uncommon or unlikely 
names being able to pass, and in due 
course the scandal became the subject of 
denunciation to the Throne. (See Gazette 
of January 28th.) 

The Gazette of the 11th of March con- 
tains a Decree from the Empress Dowager 
to the effect that Her Majesty has learned 
from the Seventh Prince, who was received 
in audience that day, that in obedience to 
the order for the selection of drafts of 
Manchu soldiers for drill, the various 
regiments had been duly called ont. Of 
these the Bordered Yellow Mongol Banner, 
the Bordered Red Mongol Banner, and the, 
Blue Hanchiin Banner turned out in force 
and in a extremely orderly manner, but 
the Bordered Yellow Manchu Banner did 
not turn ont in full force, and whole com- 
panies of the White Mongol Banner did 
not turn out at all. 

The wilful carelessness which has thus 
been displayed is denounced by Her Ma- 
jesty as most unconstitutional, and as an. 
example must be made of the delinquents 
the Lieutenant-General and Deputy Lieut- 
enant-General of the White Mongol Banner 
are committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty, the Colonel and 
other responsible officers being committed 
also to the Board for the determination of 
a severe form of penalty. 

March 12th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

March 13th.—The Censor of the eastern 
division of the city of Peking denounces 
the Assistant Police Magistrate of that 
division under the following circumstances ; 

On the 31st of May last year the Police 
Magistrates of the Memorialist’s division 
reported that the body of a male, name 
unknown, had been found at a place called 
Ta Wong Ching, outside the Tung-chih gate 
of the city, and that two li further on an 
empty cart had keen discovered. Orders 
were thereupon given to the Magistrate 
and his Assistant to hold an inquest on the 
body in concert with the gendarmerie of- 


wei-hsing lottery to pass the owners of | ficer in charge of the Tung-chih gate, and 
these names if possible, took advantige of | in due course the budy was identified by 
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one Wang Hsiang. sheng as that of his 
brother, Wang Lu-sheny. The cart was 
also identified by one Fan Lnui-pin as 
belonging to his establishment, the driver 
being Wang Lu-sheng. The parties were 
thereupon consigned to the Board of 
Punishments for examination, and a limit 
of time was fixed for the arrest of the guilty 
parties. In due course a woman called 
Chang, the wife of the murderer, was ar- 
rested by the Gendarmerie, as also the two 
brothers of the latter, Chang Ta and Chang 
Ech, together with Chang Yu-shan and 
Li Lin, the receivers of the stolen goods, 

The main facts of the crime were elicited 
by the Board of Punishments, who dis- 
covered that the murderer was one Chang 
San, the fare driven by the carter. Now 
in cases of murder from motives of revenge 
or robbery, in which the details are not 
apparent and property has been lost, the 
law requires that the officers responsible 
for failure to exercise due precaution 
shall, as a preliminary measure, be de- 
nounced, at the conclusion of the limit of 
time fixed for the apprehension of the 
murderer. The Memorialist reported the 
circumstances to the Court of Censors and 
wrote to the Board ot Civil Ollice request- 
ing them to deprive Sung Shih-teény, the 
Acting Assistant Magistrate, of his button, 
and, in accordance with legal precedent, to 
extend the limit of time for six months, 

This second limit of time has now been 
exceded, and Chang San, the murderer, 
still remains at large, while a case of bur- 
glary has since occurred in the same divi- 
sion in which the limit of two months as- 
signed to the Assistant Magistrate for the 
arrest of the criminals has expired without 
any arrests being made. Under these 
circumstances it becomes the duty of the 
Memorialist to pray that Sung Shih-tséng, 
the said Assistant Magistrate, may be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. Granted by decree earlier 
issued. 

March 14th.—A Memorial from Yu-lu, 
Acting Governor-General of the Hukuang 
provinces and Acting Governor of Hupeh, 
reporting the arrival at Hankow of the first 
instalment of ihe sixth consignment of 
Yiinnan copper destined for Peking, and 
its dispatch by steamer for the North. 

This consignment, consisting of 515,000 
catties of copper, was sent forward under 
the charge of the acting Magistrate of 
Ch‘u-hsiung Hsien, and, as earlier reported, 
two of the boats in which it was being 
carried were lost in the rapids of the 
Huang-sang Gorge in tho Tung-hu District 
of Bupeh. It was further reported that 
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steps would be taken when the water was 
low to recover the 103,532 catties that 
went down in the boats. The remain 
ing 411,468 catties reached Han-yang 
ou the 11th of September and follow- 
ing days, where it was surveyed and 
weighed by the Prefect and Magistrate 
and found to be up to the specified weight. 
1t was then transferred to a steamer under 
the eyes of the above-named ofticers, A 
certificate of the quantity shipped has been 
sent to the Boards of Revenue and Works, 
and to the coinage department of those 
Boards. 

March 15th.—(1) Ch‘ung-i, President of 
the Board of Civil Office, is granted per- 
mission to vacate his post on the ground of 
ill-health, 

(2) A Memorial from Ying-lien, General 
of the Ma-lan Chén Division, in which the 
Eastern Mausvlea are situated, applying 
for the issue of orders to the Governor- 
General of Chihli tu supply him, through 
the Financial Commissioner, with the sum 
of ‘I'ls. 12,000 in aid of the expenditure he, 
the Memorialist, is called upon to incur 
in connection with the preparations for the 
approaching visit to the Mausolen, 

He explains that it devolves upon the 
troops under the command of the General 
of the Ma-lan Chén Division, upon the 
occasions of Imperial visits to the Mausolea, 
to put in order the roads and bridges 
within the limits of the area offected by 
geomantic influences, and it is his duty to 
see to the papering and other special re- 
pairs required in the four Imperial Lodges 
on the rvad thither. Ou the last occasion 
the sum of Tls. 12 000 was furnished for 
this purpose.—Reyuest granted by special 
decree, 

(3) ‘The same officer asks for the recovery 
of a debt of Tis. 1,090 due to his depart- 
ment from the Chihli Treasury from the 
date of the previous Linperial visit to the 
Mausolea. ‘Lhe expenditure of the Memo- 
rialist’s department on that occasion was 
Tis. 11,090, and he only received ‘T's. 
10,000 from the Chihli Treasury.—Request 
granted by Decree earlier issued. 

(4) A Joint Memorial from the two cus- 
todiaus of the Hustern Mausolea and the 
above-mentioned ofticer soliciting a grant 
of Tis. 10,000 from the Chihli Treasury to 
meet the cost of the preparations for the 
Imperial visit which their department is 
called upon to undertake.—Granted by 
Decree earlier issued. 

(5) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor 
General Li Hung-chang. 

The Memorialist would add that amongst 
the officers whom Chang Yin-huan, Minis- 


has asked His Majesty’s permission to take 
with him is Wu T‘ing-fang (Ng Achoy), ex- 
pectant Taot’ai. Now Wu T‘ing-fang has a 
good acquaintance with western laws, and 
is versed in the conditions of Chinese and 
foreign relations, having long been em- 
ployed as Iuterpreter in the Northern 
Superintendency department, and having 
dealt with international cases under the 
Memorialist’s direction. 

He has also proved very effective in 
making arrangements for giving advice in 
lawsuits between Chinese and foreigners. 
As he has at the present time some foreign 
business still on hand, it would not be 
expedient for him to go elsewhere for the 
moment, and the Memorialist has earlier 
arranged verbally with Chang Yin-huan 
that the officer in question should continue 
to remain on duty at Tientsin until the 
completion of the matters which he has in 
hand, when he can be furnished with the 
necessary credentials authorising him to 
leave the country.—Rescript: We have 
taken cognisance. 

March 16th.—(1) Hsi-chén, President of 
the Board of Punishments and Minister of 
the ‘I'sungli Yamén, is transferred tothe same 
post in the Board of Revenue, his place 
being filled by Lin-shu, President of the 
Board of Works and Minister of the ‘l’'sung- 
li Yamén, K‘un-kang succeeds to the post 
of President of the Board of Works, aud 
Shao-ch‘i to that of President of the Mon- 
golian Superintendency. 

(2) Fu-k‘un is invested with the func- 
tions of Director of the Wu-ying ‘Tien, or 
Hall in which the types of Imperial Edi- 
tions are stowed. 

(3) A Joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Governor at Canton, reporting 
the conclusion of the annual scrutiny and 
testing of the tithing lista which every local 
official from a ‘Taotai to a Department 
Magistrate is obliged to hold at the con- 
clusion of the autumn harvest, sending in 
a report of the result to the high author- 
ities of the province, who, in turn, are 
under an obligation to report the conclu- 
sion of this function ouce a year to the 
‘Throne. 

The Memorialists, quote at length two 
decrees of the 30th year of Tao-kuany draw- 
ing attention to the perfunctory manner 
in which the tithing system was carried 
out, to the great injury to the interests of 
peace and order, and calling emphatically 
tor its honest execution, and they then 
proceed to state that they have received, 
through the provincial committee of admin- 
istration, geports and returns from the re- 
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ter to Spain, the United States and Peru, 
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sponsible Taotai, Prefects and Magistrates, 
who affirm that the tithing lists in their 
respective jurisdictions have been checked 
by personal scrutiny. 

The Memorialists go on to observe that 
the system of scrutiny by means of tithing 
organisation is based upon the arrange- 
ment laid down in the Book of Rites, and 
has for its object the exercise of judicial 
authority over the ill-disposed, and, while 
suppressing acts of violence, to afford pro- 
tection to the orderly and peace to the 
well-behaved. If this system could be 
honestly applied and energetically carried 
out, it would form an admirable means of 
suppressing brigandage. Able and capable 
agents have always been selected for the 
working of the tithing system in the city 
of Canton, and it has been conducted on 
similar lines in other parts of the Province, 
in such wise as to secure freedom from 
perfunctoriness aud fraud, and without 
bearing vexatiously upon the people. The 
disbanding of irregular troops which is 
now taking place on a large scale gives 
cause for grave apprehension lest the un- 
employed and vagrant “ braves” set free 
should enter into collusion with local bad 
characters for the creation of disturbance, - 
aud imperative orders have been from time 
to time issued to the local authorities call- 
ing upon them to give cnscientious effect 
to the tithing system with the aid of the 
gentry and elders. ‘hey have further been 
called upon to exhort the gentry and peo- 
ple to give special attention to their local 
militia, which organisation should work 
hand iu hand with the tithing system. 

The Memorialists have to add that all the 
notorious criminals arrested by the agents 
of the civil and military jurisdiction have 
been dealt with upon apprehension in the 
manner required by law. 

March 17th.—T‘an Chiin-p‘ei, Governor 
of Hupeh, paid his respects upon arrival in 
Peking and was received in audience, 

(2) T‘o-lun-pu (FG {@ Afi) is appointed 
Governor of Ch‘ahar. 

(3) A Joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Governor at Canton, soliciting 
His Mujesty’s sanction to a modification of 
the rules respecting summary execution of 
criminals, in view of the dailyius reasing 
prevalence of crimes of violence in the 
Canton Province. 

They state that the configuration of the 
Canton Province, with its coastline and 
mountaius interlocking one another, affords. 
special facilities for brigaudage which is more. 
rife than in any other province of the empire. 
Brigaudage and piracy used to be dealt 
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summarily with under certain limitations 
from the year 1863 until 18382, when a 
censor intervened and summary executions 
were limited to cases that came under the 
category of ‘‘lreasonable movements” or 
‘“ crimes of a grave nature,” one year being 
allowed to revert to the old system laid 
down by law, viz: that all cases in which a 
death sentence was passed were to be sent 
to the provincial capital for revision, except 
from remote destricts, where the Taotai of 
the circuit was to scrutinise the evidence 
and report to the Governor-General or Go- 
vernor for approval, a quarterly return 
of summary executions beiug submitted to 
the Throne. 

This, with certain modifications, was the 
system adopted since 1883 in the Cauton 
Province, and with its adoption brigandage 
increased daily. Since the necessity for the 
adoption of maritime defence measures arose, 
the province has been overrun with dis- 
banded braves coming to volunteer for 
service, who frequently join the local bad 
characters in extorting money by threats of 
violence, levying blackmail in the villages, 
and committing dastardly murders. Oid 
rebels, too, in every part, form themselves 
into secret societies, the members of which 
Jet out their services to aid in faction 
fights, and kidnap people, whom they hold 
to ransom, In addition to the above, 
pirates and salt-smugglers are continually 
on the move, sometimes joining forces and 
plundering on the high seas, at others laud- 
ing somewhere aud committing acts of pil- 
lage, entrenching themselves in fortified 
positions directly attempts are made toarrest 
them, and resisting capture by armed force ; 
acting, in short, like bands of insurgents, 
Numerous cases of this surt have occurred 
of late years, ferry and passage boats being 
a frequent object of attack, tie marauders 
taking to their boats and escaping pursuit 
or landing and resisting those sent against 
them. In every case reported the circum- 
tances are as above described, and vumer- 
ous Cases are never reported at all, 

Iu spite of constant penalties inflicted 
on the responsible authorities, aud the 
summary examples of the chief offenders 
that have been ordered to be made, the 
laxity of police jurisdiction and the reti- 
cence which is observed by the superior 
authorities for fear of being involved in 
trouble, results in the real offenders getting 
off scot free, a steady increase of crimes 
of violence being noticeable. Robberies in 
broad daylight are of frequent occurrence 
in Cauton itself, and recently a British 
merchant steamer called the Greyhound 
has been attacked by pirates on the high 
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seas, and the captain killed. Merchants 
aud people live in a continuous state 
of alarm, aud the seven classes of criminals 
in the Cauton province viz: local bad 
characters, members of affiliated societies, 
vagrant irregular troops, salt smuyglers, 
members of fighting clan factions, pirates, 
highwaymen and robbers, are banded to- 
gecher in one common league. If the pre- 
sent system of perfunctoriness and strict 
adherence to usage be continued, serious 
trouble will assuredly result therefrom, 

The Memorialists would observe that 
the term ‘serious offenders,” who are 
allowed under the Board’s regulations of 
1882 to be dealt with in a summary man- 
ner in addition to those whose crimes are 
distinctly specified, is very comprehensive, 
but the local authorities, wedded to the 
trammels of usage, refuse to make dis- 
tinction between crimes of a serious or 
less grave nature, and object to apply 
for authority to construe the crimes that 
come before them in the strictest sense, 
with the result that, with the exception of 
the two Districts into which the provincial 
capital is divided, it is very rare for the 
local authorities to report the infliction of 
severe penalties upon the vagrant soldiers 
or local bad characters whom they may 
take mito custody. Crime is accordingly 
More rampant than ever, 

The remedy which the Memorialists, in 
consultation with the provincial Judge and 
the Prefect of Canton, propose to adopt, is 
to treat all cases of armed robbery and 
violence committed in gangs, the penalty 
for which is decapitation with expusure of 
the head, as coming within the category of 
crimes for which summary execution is 
sanctioned by the rules of the Board of 
Punishments, this arrangement being re- 
laxed as soon as robbery with violence has 
been put down, when the old rules will 
again be reverted to. 

Rescript: ‘Let the Board of Punish- 
ments promptly deliberate and report.”’ 

March 18th. —(1) Shen Ping-ch‘éng 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén and Gov- 
ernor of Peking, is appointed Sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat. 

(2) Kao Cnu‘ung-chi is appointed Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Kuangtung, and his 
place as Financial Commissioner of Shansi 
is taken by Chang Haii, the present Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Kuangtung. 

(3) A Decree: After Our departure upon 
Our journey on the 27th of the 2ud moon 
(April lst) We appoint Prince Ch‘un, the 
Grand Secretary En-ch‘éng, the Assistant 
Grand Secretary and President Fu-K‘un, 
the President Wéug ‘Tung-ho, and Ch‘i 
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Shih-ch‘ang, President of the Court of 
Censors, to remain in the Capital and con- 
duct affairs. 

Prince Ch‘un, Wéng T‘ung-ho and Ch‘i 
Shih-ch‘ang will take it in turns to remain 
on duty in the Palace during the night. 
Those not on night duty will go off duty 
at 4 p.m. 

Fu K‘un will not be required to go on 
night duty at the conclusion of his daily 
work in the Palace, but may leave at noon, 
in advance of the others. 


March 19th. —(1) K‘un-kang is appointed 
acting President of the Mongolian Super- 
intendency pending the arrival of Suao- 
ch‘i, the actual incumbent, 

(2) Lin Shu-hsiin, Judicial Commissioner 
of Shantung, is ordered to vacate his post 
and come to Peking to await other employ- 
ment, 

(3) The Governor of Kuangtung solicits 
the bestowal of marks of compassion in 
the form of honorary degrees upon a num- 
ber of aged graduates who have failed to 
obtain the second decree at the recent 
examinations at Canton. 

Ten of these graduates are over ninely 
years of age and fifty-one of them fulfil the 
requirement of being eighty years of aye. 
Their examination papers have been looked 
over by the Memorialist who finds that in 
every case the draft and fair copy of the 
composition etc, were completed and that 
the style of the composition was intelligible 
and fluent, 

Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

(4) Yi Yin-lin, the newly appointed 
Judge of Kuangtung, reports his arrival at 
his post, and his assumption of office upou 
the 23rd of December last. - 

March 20th.—(1) Ch‘éng-yiin, Salt Com- 
missioner of Chékiang, is appointed Judge 
of Shantung. 

(2) Hsiieh Fu-ch ‘én, Tao ‘tai of the T’ung, 
Yung, circuit, Chihli, is appointed Gover- 
nor of the Metropolitan Prefecture. 

(2) A decree ordering the periodical Mi- 
litary inspection to be held this year in the 
following provinces and by the officers 
nsmed :— 

Sh’tung, inspection to be held by the Governor 


Honan do, do. do. 
Kiangsu do. do, Governor General 
Anhui do. do. Governor 
Kiangsi do. do. do, 


(3) A Decree acknowledging thereceipt of 
the report of the Grand Council of State up- 
on the subject of the introduction of the ta- 
blets of Chinese writers Huang Tsuny-i and 
Ku Yéw-me into the Cunfucian Temple 
which was referred to them in consequence 
of a difference of opinion having arisen be- 
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tween the Board of Ceremonies and some. 


of the members of the original council to 
which the question was referred (see Gazette 
of Jan. 12th and 13th.) The- present 
Council, composed of the Members of the 
Grand Secretariat and the heads of the six 
Boar’s and nive Chief Ministers of State, 
has decided in favour of the view adopted 
by the Board of Ceremonies, and the tablets 
of the authors in question are accordingly 
excluded from the Confucian Temple, 
though they are admitted into the temples 
in their original place of domicile erected 
to the memory of deceased worthies. 

(4) The Governor-General at Nanking 
reports the completion, at the Dockyard of 
Messrs. Farnbam & Co., Shanghai, of a 
steel torpedo boat, the length of which is 
65 feet, the beam 14 feet, draught 4 feet 
sixinohes, and her engines 64 horse-power. 
She will have a complement of seventeen 
officers and men, and a monthly grant will 
be assigned the vessel for wages and sun-' 
dry expenditure of Tis, 116.6. 

A statement of the dimensions of the 
vessel etc. has been forwarded to the 
Boards of Revenue, of War and of Works res- 
pectively, as well as to the Tsungli Yamén, 

March 21st.—(1) P‘éng Ming-shih 
(HByz) is appointed Salt commissioner 
of Chékiang, and I-lo-t‘ung-a (pt PUP OD) 
Taotai of the Chtuan Tung circuit in 
Szechuen, 

(2) A-Ch‘ang-a, Senior vice-President of 
the Mongolian Superintendency, is allowed 
to retire on the ground of ill-health, 

(3) A Memorial from Li Hung-chang and 
the other members of the Grand Secretariat, 
to the eff-ct that on the 1st of April, the 
day of His Majesty’s departure for the 
Eastern Mausolea iu attendance upon Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager, there will 
be two despatches of memorials and reports 
to the Throne, one at 4 p.m. of the docu- 
ments for the Ist of April, and another at 
2 p.m. for the 2nd of April, after that date 
the messengers will leave daily at 4 p.m. 

On the 5th of April, the day upon which 
visits are paid to the Mausolea, there will 
in accordance with usage, be no delivery 
of Memorials. 

(3) A Memorial from the Grand Secre- 
tariat submitting a list of the names of 
their members with a view to the selection 
by His Majesty of those who are to accom- 
pany him upon his journey to the Mau- 
solea. From this list the name of the 
Grand Secretary Li is omitted as he holds 
the office of Governor General of Chihli, as 
are also the names of other members who 
are absent on duty. 
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The three members whose names were 
indicated by a circle drawn round them 
with the vermilion pencil were En-tang, 
Wén-hsing, and Hsii-ch‘ang. 

(4) In another Memorial from the same 
department His Majesty is requested to 
select an officer to take charge of the Privy 
Seal. 

The officer selected is Shang Haien. 

(5) The Governor of Kiangsi solicits the 
bestowal of honorary degrees upon five 
graduates above ninety years of age and 
forty-one above eighty years of age who 
have failed to obtain a provincial graduate’s 
degree at the last examination in that 
province, 

Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 


March 7th.—Li Tuan-fén (48 Ha BH) 


is appointed Chief Supervisor of Instruction. 

There are no documents of interest in 
this day’s issue, 

March 22nd.—The Grand Secretary Li 
paid his respects upon arrival in Peking 
and was received in audience, 

(1) The following members of the Im- 
perial nobility are granted the entrée into 
the inner precincts of the Palace, 

Shih-to, Prince Li. 

L-huan, Prince Ch ‘ing. 

Tsai-tsé, noble of the 12th degree. 

(2) Ch‘ung-li (487) Is appointed senior 
Vice-President of the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency. 

(3) A Sub-memorial from P‘ei Yin-sén, 
Judicial commissioner of Fubkien, recom- 
mending one Wu Chung-hsiang, an ex- 
pectant Taotai, as Superintendent of the 
Foochow arsenal in the place of Chou Mao- 
ch‘i, the present Superintendent, who has 
been appointed Director of the naval 
students abroad. 

(4) A sub-memorial from the same officer. 

By the old regulations in force in the 
Foochow Arsenal the students attached to 
the school, who are appointed by test 
examination and are taught mechanical 
engineering and seamanship, are called 
yi tung, or students, and receive from the 
date of their entry into the school a daily 
food allowance of Ts. 0.0.7.5 and a monthly 
grant of Tis. 4 for the maintenance of their 
families. ‘The students in the draughts- 
mau’s office receive a similar allowance and 
grant. There is another class of more 
muscular and hardy students who serve as 
apprentices in the workshops and who are 
termed yi ¢‘u, or apprentices, These re- 
ceive a daily food and wage allowance of 
Ts. 0.1.5. Most of the students in the 
three departments, viz: the scientific 
school, the rchool for apprentices, and the 
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dranghting office have learned their pro- 
fessions, and the number of fresh students 
who have joined of late has been gradually 
increasing. The school for apprentices was 
some time ago abolished, but it has been 
re-established, under the Memorialist’s re- 
gime, and more students’ quarters have 
been added. A new rule, too has been 
introduced from the beginning of last year 
under which the science students and those 
in the draughtsman’s office receive no 
monthly grant until they have been three 
months in the schools and have, after 
examination, been regularly admitted as 
students. ‘lhe apprentices now commence 
with an allowance for food and wages of 
Tis. 00.7.5 per diem only, this being 
increased in proportion to the proficiency 
they may subsequently exhibit. 

March 23rd.—The Grand Secretary Li 
was received in audience. 

(1) A sub-memorial from the Governor 
General of Saschuen 

The memorialist states that it used to be 
a practice amongst Departinent and District 
Magistrates to borrow money from their 
gatekeepers and servants upon appointment 
to a post, these individuals, in return for 
the loans made, being given the post of 
head gatekeeper or allowed to have the 
management of lawsuits, ‘They were known 
by the nick-name of tad tw tzié or individuals 
in the ‘family way,” to whom special con- 
sideration must be shown, and having a 
hold upon their chief, they were able to 
perpetrate every kind of iniquity. 

This abominable system has been rigor- 
ously prohibited of late years by the me- 
mortalist, but he has never succeeded in 
putting stop to it altogether. A case of 
the kind has recently been brought to his 
notice by the Provincial Judge, the details 
of which were discovered by that oflicer on 
his way to the provincial capital to assume 
office, and it becomes the duty of the 
memorialist to denounce the delinquent, 
who is the magistrate of the Ho-chiang 
District, and request his immediate dis- 
missal from the public service. 

The same memorial denounces several 
other local officials on other counts, all of 
whom are dismissed by a Rescript appended 
to the memorial. 

March 24th.—A Sub-memorial from the 
Governor-General of Szechuen reporting 
the attack upon the jail of the town of 
Ta-i Hsien in that province by some forty 
and more of the confederates of a criminal 
confined there while under trial. These 
men concealed themselves about the town, 
and as it was growing dusk they assembled 
at the prison, brcke down the doors, and 
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set their confederate free as well as a 
number of other prisoners. The Magis- 
trate, aided by the military and the prison 
warders, tried to arrest the off-nders but 
they made a fierce resistance, and threw 
hand grenades, which set the whole street 
in a blaze. The Magistrate had then the 
tire and the rioters to contend with, but he 
got the former under after it had burnt 
some score or so of chicn, and succeeeded 
in accounting for forty-one of the rioters, 
some of whom were killed and others taken 
prisoner, amongst them the ringleader of 
the gang, though at the cost of a consider- 
able number of wounds, the Muayistrate 
himself being one of the sufferers, ‘I'ls. 810 
of silver was also lost from the Magistrate’s 
Yamén. 

On receipt of the news the Memorialist 
sent troops to the apot, but the rioters had 
already disappeared, so he left a company 
of men there with orders to patrol the 
environs of the town. Subscriptions have 
been raised by the Magistrate and others 
in aid of the sufferers by the fire, and all 
the prisoners who were set free have either 
returned and given themselves up or have 
been re-taken. 

While commending the energy and 
promptitude displayed by the Magistrate 
after the raid had commenced, and glving 
him credit for announcing his willingness 
to refund the Tls. 800 of public money lost 
out of his own pocket, he cannot acquit 
him of the want of the most ordinary care, 
inasmuch as precisely the same thing hap- 
pened in the town only a year before. He 
therefore requests that he may forthwith be 
dismissed the public service. Granted by 
Rescript. 

March 25th.—I-ti (ERK) is appointed 
Director of the Court ot Imperial Euter- 
tainment. 

March 26th.—No documents of import- 
ance, 

March 27th.—The greater part of this 
day’s issue is occupied with a joint Memo- 
rial from the Governor-General and 
Governor at Canton strongly supporting an 
application from the Judge of the Province 
for permission to impose more severe 
punishment in cases of faction fights in 
Kuangtung, which are becoming a serious 
evil, 

The Judge makes the following state- 
ments in support of his application. 

The people of the Canton province are by 
nature violent and choleric, and for anangry 
look, some petty grievances, or a trifling 
dispute about land, they will hire ruftians 
to fight for them and appeal to the arbitra- 
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tion of arms without waiting for a legal 
decision of their dispute. In most instances 
the ruling spirits in tbese fights are the 
heads of the clan, the more disreputable of* 
its gentry, or custodians of the ancestral 
temple, and, though nominally the fight is 
between the two clans at enmity, it is, as 
a matter of fact, waged by local ruffians, 
salt smugglers, pirates and a certain class 
of vagrant desperadoes versed in the use 
of the ‘‘long musket” who are hired by 
each side for the occasion. The number of 
men so engaged may be several hundred, 
or over a thousand, some few or some score 
of villages beiug dragged into the fight. 
Foreign weapousof offence being everywhere 
purchaseable, every kind of arm, from 
foreign artillery or foreign muskets downa 
to swords, is employed, while stockades are 
erected or forts constructed, behind which 
the fight goes on sometimes fur four or five 
years without coming to an end, and often 
when peace is made the feud runs so high 
that the contest begins again, 

When these fights commence, a large flag 
is hoisted and an artillery duel takes place, 
a successful attack upon the enemy’s village 
being followed by incendiarism, murder 
and pillage, as many as several hundred 
houses being destroyed in one such raid. 
Even graves are rifled and destroyed on 
these occasions, and men and women carried 
off as captives. Troops sent against them are 
resisted by force and often killed, and every 
sort of atrocity is committed worthy of 
savages rather than civilised beings. The 
conquering villagers not infrequently in- 
dulye in a wanton destruction of their 
enemies’ crops of corn or sugar cane, acres 
upon acres being laid waste, while trees 
and fruit orchards are ruthlessly cut down, 
The result is that one such fight between 
several villayes is followed by one or two 
years of desolation or, it may be, by the loss 
of property which it has taken scores of years 
of labour to acquire, thus, in addition to 
other considerations, entailing no small 
injury upon the people whose means of 
livelihood suffer materially thereby. 

The objectionable practice above de- 
scribed is indulged in specially in the dis- 
tricts of S‘an-yii, Tung-kuan, ‘I'séug-chéng, 
Hsin-ning and Hsin-hui in the Canton 
Prefecture, in the districts of Kuei-shan, 
Lu-féng, tlai-féug, Po-lo, Ch‘ang-ning and 
Ho-yiian in the Hui-chow Prefecture, and 
in the Chao-yang and Chieh-yang districts 
in the Chao Chou Prefecture, being not 
unknown in many other Prefectures and 
districts. In the Hui Chow Prefecture in 
particular, it is said that of late the com- 
batauts have even gone so far as to block the 
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highways by barriers and devour the bodies 
of their enemies! Such inhuman conduct 
and utter defiance of law, the Judge adds, 
is rarely to be found in other provinces of 
the Empire. When these faction fights 
are over, the real facts of the case are in 
many instances never reported to the 
authorities, and the latter, anxious to 
avoid the penalties to which such a state 
of things would render them liable, inevit- 
ably gloss over and tone down the story on 
behalf of the guilty pasties. When they 
do go and try to put down these fights 
they are ignored by the combatants who 
carry on their inhuman struggle quite in- 
dependently of them, or, it may be, go 
out to meet the Government oflicials and 
prevent them from entering their villages, 
even the soldiers when they are few in 
number are afraid to advance, being com- 
pelled to wait until the combatants have dis- 
persed, when the neighbouring gentry 
and elders are invited to act as peace- 
makers between the opposing factions. 
The surrender of ‘‘ the criminals” and the 
arms is then demanded, whereupon per- 
sous are paid to personate the perpetrators 
of the murders committed and the require- 
ments of the authorities are complied with 
in the most perfunctory way. ‘The 
weapons given up are broken and useless 
ones, and the prisoners surrendered are 
imbeciles or persons decrepit with age who 
not only could not by any possibility have 
been the ringleaders, but are not even 
accessories after the fact, and the real 
plotters and creators of all the trouble get 
off as comfortably as possible. Even sup- 
posing that one of the actual offenders were 
got hold of by means of rewards offered, 
it would be impossible to tell who was 
wounded by whom in the thick of a fierce 
fight with shot and bullets falling like rain. 
Iu the absence of any sufficient evidence, 
therefore, to convict of the graver offence, 
the only sentence that can be legally im- 
posed is banishment in one form or an- 
other, a penalty that is absolutely useless 
as a deterrent. 

The cause of these faction fights, the 
Judicial Commissioner goes on to say, is to 
be found in the control exercised by the 
heads of clans over the other members, 
who follow their leaders dictation and 
obey their summons even in the most 
trifling matters. These clan leaders are 
men of diversity of character, and those 
who direct the fights avail themselves of 
the assistance of the powerful and wealthy 
members of the clan and spend the sub- 
scriptions they get with a free hand, 
besides enriching themselves from the com- 
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mon purse. The rowdies hired by them are 
valuable allies who get all the enjoyment 
of loot without having to undergo the 
disagreeable process of paying with their 
own lives for those they take from others, 
The local authorities, unsupported by the 
aid of troops, summon the instigators of 
the quarrels before them in vain, and 
their demand for the surrender of the 
murderers is equally ignored. The arm 
of the law being thus powerless, pri- 
vate animosities are satisfied with more 
licence than ever, the evil gaining strength 
as it flows on like a river to the sea, and 
affording an example which the many are 
ouly too prone to follow, 

The local oflicials and higher provincial 
authorities are well aware of the evil that 
is thus wrought, but they are afraid of 
checking it with too impetuous a hand lest 
arising should be caused and they should 
bring down upon themselves penalties for 
injudicivus action, So they settle up these 
quarrels as best they can, and are afraid to 
let His Majesty know how powerful the 
people are and how weak the law. The 
numerous impediments that exist in the 
way of the adoption of stringent measures 
is thus accountable for the extremes to 
which this evil has gone, 

The remedy which is now suggested is, 
in brief, the issue of powers to the authori- 
ties to inflict summary decapitation upon 
all offenders whom they may arrest, irre- 
spective of the fact whether they are prin- 
cipals ur accessories, and, in the event of 
resistance to authority being displayed, to 
hold the officials free from blame for any 
persons that may be killed in the struggle. 
Lastly, that no penalties shall be inflicted 
upon the local authorities who honestly 
report the occurrence of faction fights in 
their jurisdictions, 

Referred by Rescript to the Board con- 
cerned, 

March 28th —(1) A decree sentencing a 
number of military officers, 18 in all, who 
have been denounced by the Governor Ge- 
neral at Canton for their want of care in 
the prevention of cases of robbery with 
violence, to dismissal with retention at 
at their posts, deprivation of buttons, and 
the like minor penalties. In announcing 
these penalties, the decree refers to 


_the increasing number of cases of robbery 


with violence that have occurred of late in 
the Canto province, and to the careless- 
ness of the militvry officers charged with 
police functions, who take no pains to 
guard against the commission of these 
crimes or to arrest the perpetrators after 
they havo been committed. Such laxity of 
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police authority renders it imperative that 
an example should be made of the respon- 
sible parties, 

(2) In a second decree the local authori- 
ties of the Canton province are taken to 
task for their share in the laxity of ad- 
ministration which leads to the increasing 
number of cases of robbery that have 
occurred of late years. Sixteen District 
Mrgistrates are deprived of their Buttons, 
with a promise of severe punishment if 
they fail to arrest certain criminals within 
an appointed time ; one is disrated, and a 
third cashiered. 

(3) Ch‘éng-hou (KEE) is appointed 
Tao-t‘ai of the Ch‘éug, Mien, Lung, Mao 
Circuit in Szechuen. 

(4) A joint Memorial from the Governor 
General and Governor at Canton, calling 
attention to the growing danger that exists 
in that province in the iucrease of the 
criminal classes, the extirpation of the 
most prominent members of which they 
propose tu compass by an organised system 
of search, 

They commence with the assertion that 
the bad characters who are a pest to the 
country may be divided into three classes: 
one, highwaymen or burglars ; two, mem- 
bers of secret societies, three, fighting men. 
The first class rob and plunder, the secoud 
form into seditious factions, and the third 
commit acts of arson and murder; and all 
three come under, the general term fei or cri- 
minal class, When the members of a secret 
society become numerous, they take to brig- 
andage, when highwaymen flourish they 
join in faction fights; and when faction 
tights continue for any length of time the 
whole of the three classes above described 
join in, to the immense injury of the agri- 
cultural and mercantile class and the 
subversion of law and order. Brigand- 
age or highway robbery is specially 
rampant in the littoral district of the 
Canton Prefecture, the riverine Districts 
of the Chao Ch‘ing and Shao-chou Pre- 
fectures, and the coasts of Lien-chow Fu 
and Ch‘iung-chou Fu in Hainan. The 
secret societies prevail most in Hui-chou 
Fu and the Kowloon Township, adjoining 
Hongkong, and are gradually spreading 
over the Kao-chou and Lien-chou Pre- 





fectures, while faction fights are specially | 


prevalent in the three Prefectures of Hui- 
chou, Ch‘ao-chou (Swatuw) and Canton, 
Lien-chou and Ch‘iung-chou coming next 
in the list. The criminal classes of Can- 
ton, Hui-chou and Ch‘ao-chou find a har- 
bourage in Elungkong and Macao, those of 
Lien-chou and Ch‘iung-chou taking refuge 
iu Aunam, 
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It should be observed that previous to 
the reign T-ung Chih the Swatow Pre- 
fecture bore the worst reputation for un- 
manageableness, arson and internecine 
feuds, the country being devastated to such 


an extent that the commercial classes were’ 


sorely straitened. Payment of taxes was 
resisted, andso little was authority respected 
that the country was in a semi-barbarous 
state. In the year 1868 Jui-lin, who was then 
Governor-General, after reference to the 
Throne, deputed Fang Yao, who was acting 
at the time as General of the Ch‘ao-chou 
Division, to made a raid upon the dis- 
affected classes, and that officer, supported 
by a military force, made an inquisitorial 
tour through all the rebellions districts, 
disposing of the long list of arrears of 
criminal cases that had accumulated, In 
the course of this tour he seized and 
executed over eleven hundred prominent 
criminals, to the great satisfaction of the 
people, and for the past ten years and more 
the Ch‘ao-chou Prefecture has enjoyed 
tranquillity, Similar expeditions were 
taken against local rebels or faction fighters 
in the Shao-chon aud Canton Prefectures 
in 1871; in 1873 against the remnants of 
the great rebellion, who had established 
themselves in Kao-chou and Lien-chou on 
the borders of Kuangtung and Kuangsi, 
and in 1877 against the Hui-chou rebels. 
These expeditions had in every instance a 
wholesome effect, but the measures taken 
were not suflicieutly drastic, so that on the 
withdrawal of the troops secret societies 
were again formed and robberies and 
faction fights continued to take place as 
usual, During the last few years the ques- 
tion of coast defence has occupied attention 
to the exclusion of the interior, and in 
1882 and 1884 risings occurred at Lei-po 
in Kao-chou Fu and Nien-shan in Hui- 
chou Fu respectively. In both instances 
the measures adopted were not radical. 
Added to this, vagrant irregular soldiers 
who had been disbanded, pirates, salt 
smugglers, members of secret societies, 
pugnacious villagers and aggresssive clang 
banded together and mutually incited or 


assisted one another, thus increasing ma- ., 
terially the criminal classes above cate- . 


gorised, with the result that murders from 
motives of ,revenge occur with increasing 
frequency, and fights are waged with fire 
and sword, scores of villages and towns 
becoming involved in them and scores of 
cases of pillage and robbery occurring 
month by month. The more powerful 
clans tyrannise over the weaker at will, 
and resistance to official authority is a 





matter of ordinary occurrence, the evil | 
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being beyond the power of proclamation 
or despatch to put a stop to, or of local 
authorities or police to cope with. If the 
present opportunity be not seized, when 
there is a slight relaxation from the occu- 
pation of war, to make inquisitorial tours, 
backed by a sufficient armed force, at the 
discretion of the high authorities, in the 
course of which the good may be separated 
from the bad and the power of the military 
arm be displayed with a view to compelling 
the surrender of criminals and arms, and 
the wholesale punishment of vice, there is 
every reason to apprehend endless disaster 
in the future. Harbourers of bad characters 
should also be punished with severity, 
while restraint should be exercised by 
means of Treaty provisions, which should 
be enunciated and strictly enforced, exhor- 
tation being applied at the same time. 


The opinions above expressed by tho 
Memorialist are fully shared, it may be 
stated, by Féng Tzii-ts‘ai, Commander-in- 
chief of Kuangsi, Admiral Fang Yao, and 
Chéng Shao-chung, Acting Commander- 
in-chief (of Kuangtung?) and it is 
now proposed to instituie a thorough 
search through all the notoriously disaf- 
fected districts of the Canton provinces 
with a view to clearing them of the three 
classes of criminals above dsscribed. This 
scrutiny will be conducted in three dif- 
ferent directions ; one line will embrace the 
Hui-chou and Ch‘ao-chou Prefectures ; 
another the Canton Prefecture, and a third 
the Lien-chou Prefecture. The two Dis- 
tricts of Hai-féng and Lu-féng in the Hui- 
chou Prefecture, as bearing the worst re- 
putation, will be dealt with first, and will 
be entrnsted to the sole management of 
Fang-yao. The Ch‘ao-chou expedition 
will be entrusted to Cheng Shao-chung, 
and the Canton Prefecture will be attended 
to by Chéng An-pang, Acting Colonel of 
the Canton regiment, acting under the 
Memorialists’ orders. 

After explaining in considerable detail 
the system upon which these expeditions 
will work, the Memorialists conclude with 
a promise of a report to the Throne upon 


’ the progress that is made. 


By a Rescript appended to the Decree 
the proposed arrangements are sanctioned. 

March 29th.—(1) Yang Tsé-shan, Sub- 
Director of the Court of Imperial Enter- 
tainment, is allowed to vacate his post. 

(2) A number of Decrees appear in this 
day’s issue designating the officers to whom 
the keys and official seals of various public 
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with the Imperial party on its journey to 
the Mausolea, 

(3) A. Decree ordoring one Yang Tsung- 
lien, ex-‘Taot‘ai of Hupeh who was cashier- 
ed for maladministration in connection 
with the collection of revenue, and is now 
employed in the military school at Tien- 
tsin (?) to be withdrawn, and some one 
else appointed by the Grand Secretary Li. 
This, in order that he may not have an 
opportunity of opening for himself a way 
to reinstatement in the official career, 

(4) ‘Lhe Governor-General at Canton re- 
ports that he bas removed Liu Ch ‘éng- 
yuan, the General of the Kiung-chow 
Division, from Hainan and has placed 
Chang ‘'é-lu, General of the Kao-chow 
Division, in his place. Liu Ch‘éng-yiian, 
the Memorialist explaius, is a mere rou- 
tine oflier, and has proved himself unequal 
to the task of coping vigorously with tho ria- 
ing of Hakkas and aborigines which is at 
present agitating Tan Chou and Chéug-mai 
Hsieu in Hainan, 

(5) The Governor of the New Dominion 
recommends one Yiian Yao-ling (FER) 


to the ‘‘important” position of ‘aotai of 
Aksu in Kashgaria, a post which has boen 
newly created. The usual record of ser- 
vices accompanies this recommendation 
which is referred to the Board for con- 
sideration. 

March 30th. —Wén-sho, newly appointed 
Imperial Resident in Tibet, had audience 
of leave. 

(1) A sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang askiug His Ma- 
jesty’s sanction to the submission of the 
actual accounts of the cost of building of 
custom houses on the Corean frontier in- 
stead of limiting the oflicers concerned to 
the statutory allowance. 

As earlier reported to and approved by 
His Majesty, the Memorialist and the 
Governor of Kirin arranged upon the open- 
ing of Corea to regular trade, to build a 
Central Customs Station at Ho Lung Yit 
(4 $2 VS), with branch stations or bar- 
riers at Hsi Pu Chiang (Pa 3% ZL) and 
Kuang Chi Yi (JE $3 YA), ch‘in Ying, 
a District Magistrate, being appointed 
Trade Superintendent. It was arranged 
that Tls. 10,000 should be advanced 
from the Kirin treasury to pay for 
the building and furnishing of the three 
custom houses and three large ferry boats 
required, and in due course a letter was 
received from the Board of Works to the 
effect that they must be furnished with 


dopartments are to be consigned, during | estimates of the cost of these buildings etc. 
the absence of the proper custodians | 
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accounts of expenditure supported by cer- 
tificates must be sent them when the work 
was done. Upon communicating these 
instructions to the Superintendent, he re- 
presented that the three places in question 
being on the extreme frontier, to which 
workmen and materials had to be brought 
from adistance and prices being consequently 
greatly enhanced, it was absolutely impos- 
sible to keep within the statutory scale of 
prices, while he himself had not the means 
to make the difference good out of his own 
purse. 

These statements with regard to prices 
of material, etc. on the frontier are cor- 
rect, and necessary as it is that in ordinary 
cases of government building work the 
statutory scale of prices should be adhered 
to, it would be inexpedient to insist upon 
adherence to this scale in cases in which 
the circumstances are exceptional and the 
undertaking a novel one. Under these 
circumstances the Memorialist aud the 
Governor of Kirin, who appends his name to 
this report, have called upon the Superin- 
tendent to send in actual returns of the 
expenditure incurred, exhorting him at 
the same time to study economy. 

Rescript: Let the Board of Works take 
cognisance. 

March 31lst.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that His Majesty will start upon 
his journey at 5 a.m. ‘‘ to-morrow.” 

A Decree enjoining upon the high 
officers appointed to take charge of the 
road, and the Governor General Li Hung- 
chang, the necessity of seeing that their 
officers and men keep careful watch during 
‘the progress of the Imperial journey to the 
Mausolea. In the event of injury being 
done to the road by the carts or horses of 
any members of the Imperial retinue, 
eunuchs or others, or any attempt at ex- 
tortion or annoyance of the people by 
them, they are at once to be denounced 
and punished. Carelessness on the part of 
the officers entrusted with the preparation 
of the road, or any attempt on their part 
to evade responsibility for unevenesses or 
dilapidations by laying theee flaws to the 
charge of the traffic must likewise be simi- 
larly dealt with. 

April Ist and 2nd.—During the absence 
of the Empress and Emperor from Peking, 
the Clazette is published on alternate days, 
and there is no Court Circular. 

(1) A Decree directing that a woman 
called P‘u Ai-ni, the daughter of a country- 
man, who presented a petition to His 
Majesty on the road to tho Mausolea, be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for ‘rigorous interrogation.” 
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(2) A decree announcing His Majesty’s 
will that forty per cent. of the land tax 
in the five Departments and Districts ef 
Ta-hsing, T‘ung-chow, San-ho, Chi-e ow 
and Tsun-hua, through which the road to 
the Mausolea passes, shall be remitted for 
the present year. ‘Thirty per cent. is the 
usual remittance that is made upon, occa- 
sions of a visit to the Mausolea, but an 
extra ten per cent. is remitted upon the. 
present occasion in consideration of the 
unpromising condition of the spring crops 
owing to deficiency of rain. 

(3) The Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang reports that he has drawn the sum 
of Tls. 50,000 from the provincial ex- 
chequer for distribution in the form 
of relief to the inhabitants of the Shun- 
t‘ien Prefcture and province of Chibhli 
who were the victims last year of dis- 
aster from flood. ‘ls. 100,000 and 100,000 
piculs of grain were distributed amongst 
these people last year to enable them to 
tide over the winter, but a further distri- 
bution is necessary this spring. 

(4) Liu Chin-t‘ang, the Governor of the 
New Dominion, requests instructions as 
to whether he shall depute an officer to 
take temporary charge of the duties of 
the Lieutenant Governor of Urumtsi. The 
post of Lieutenant Governor of Urumtsi 
has been abolished by Imperial Decree, 
but there are several matters to be 
wound up before its abolition can be given 
effect to, and Shéng-t‘ai, the present in- 
cumbent, is obliged to go into mourning 
for the death of a parent. 

By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
one Fu-lo-ming-o is appointed provisional 
Lieutenant Governor. 

April 3rd and 4th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
a man and a woman who presented peti- 
tions to His Majesty on the road to the 
Mausolea to be consigned to the Board of 
Punishments for “ rigorous interrogation.” 

(2) A Decree directing Yo-nien, Oomp- 
troller of the Office of the Imperial House-' 
hold, to see to the arrangements for the. 
obsequies of the consort proper of Prince 
Tun (commonly known as the Fifth Prince), 
intelligence of whose death has been con- 
veyed to His Majesty. 

(3) A Decree: We have previously in- 
structed the Comptrollers of the Office of 
the Imperial Household to give peremptory 
orders to all the chief eunuchs to keep 
the attendant eunuchs and others under 
proper control during the progress of Our 
pilgrimage to the Mausolea in attendance 
upen Her Majesty the Empress Dowager, 
and to see that no vexatious or annoying 
acts were committed by them. 
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Chao Fu-lai, chief eunuch of the Ch‘u- 
hsiu department of the Palace, yesterday 
reported to Us that two of the eunuchs of 
the fourth relay, to wit Liang Hsiang-jung 
and Haing Yu-jui, had extorted fodder by 
forcible means and beaten certain official 
underlings at Yén-chav. Upon receipt of 
this information We were honoured by Her 
Majesty’s benign commands that a severe 
beating should be administered to these 
eunuchs, who were then to be banished to 
the hunting regions of Northern Manchuria, 

The strict laws under which palace attend- 
ants are controlled under the present dynasty 
have been wielded with the utmost severity, 
and in every case of disturbance being 
created the offenders have never failed to 
be punished in the heaviest allowable form. 
The report of the facts of the present case 
by the chief eunuch being followed by the 
immediate punishment of the offenders, 
the other attendant eunuchs must naturally 
take the warning to heart. The Comp- 
trollers of the oflice of the Imperial House- 
hold and the chief eunuchs will continue 
to exercise the strictest supervision during 
the progress of the journey, and any re- 
petition of harsh or tyrannical conduct 
under a pretext of official duties must be 
immediately brought to Our notice. We 
shall assuredly denl severely with the 
delinquents, whose offences must not be 
screened under pain of punishment for so 
doing. 

(4) En-lin, Superintendent of the Huai- 
an Customs, reports that the total collec- 
tion of duty on foreign opium at the two 
Customs Stations of Huai-an and Su Chou 
for the two years, two months and fourteen 
days during which he held office was Tls. 
418,005. The term of the Memorialists 
service having expired, he has forwarded 
thissum to the Board of Revenue in accord- 
ance with the regulation, and, having no 
military staff from which to detach a guard 
to escort the treasure, he has thought it 
safer to convert the money into Bills which 
which he will himself cash on arrival in 
Peking and pay into the Board. 

April 5th and 6th.—(1) A Decree confer- 
ring the distinction of the Yellow ‘* Riding 
Jacket” upon the Grand Secretaries O-lo- 
ho-pu and Yen Chiug-ming, the Assistant 
Grand Secretary Chang Chih-wan, the 
President Hsii Kéng-shén and the Vice- 
President Suu Yii-wén. 

(2) A Decree ordering the bestowal of an 
ingot of silver of an ounce weiyht upon 
each of the bearers of the Imperial chairs 
on the journey to the Mausolea. 

(3) A donation of half a month’s pay 
and rations is bestowed upon each of the 
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petty officers and soldiers at the four Im- 
perial Lodges on the way to the Mausolea. 

(4) A Decree in answer to an enquiry 
from the Grand Secretary En-ch‘éng and 
his collegues as to whether the Fifth 
Prince should be granted relief from his 
duties in consequenee cf the death of 
his consort, and also whether an officer 
should be deputed to take charge of the 
keys and seals with which he has been 
entrusted. 

Iu view of the important responsibilities 
imposed upon the Fifth Prince during His 
Maujesty’s absence from Peking, he will, 
while being granted leave from the 8th of 
April, continue as usual to take his turn 
of duty in the Palace, but he will not be 
required to remain in the Palace during 
the night, being authorised to leave at 
4 p.m. daily. He will continue to retain 
charge of the seals and keys entrusted to 
his keeping. 

(5) A sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Shantung. 

The Memorialist begs to report the re- 
ceipt of a letter from K‘ung Ling-i, here- 
ditary Duke and lineal representative 
of the family of Confucius, to the effect 
that at 6 a.m. on the 20th of January, 
1886, a fire broke out in the western two- 
storied building at the back of his dwelling 
house, extending to the library, the east- 
ern two-storied building in the same court- 
yard, and the chapel to Buddha. A high 
northerly wind was blowing at the time, 
which caused the fire to burn with such 
fury that it ignited the front library and 
two other adjacent buildings. Prompt 
measures were taken by the civil and 
military authorities of the town and their 
respective subordinates, under the Duke’s 
superintendence, to subdue the flames and 
cut them off by the destruction of certain 
buildings in the front portion of the pre- 
mises, and the fire was thus extinguished 
by 10a.m. Thirty-one chien of two-storied 
buildings were destroyed. ‘The temple to 
Confucius being separated by two court- 
yards from the seat of the fire was also 
saved from damage, and no private houses 
of the neighbours were burnt. A report 
of the eccurrence was also sent to the 
Memorialist by the Magistrate of Ch‘i- 
fu Hsien, who stated that the westorn house 
in the rear of the Duke’s premises was 
occupied by some female rolatives of his by 
marriage, and that fire was caused by the 
ignition of oue of the pillars of the room 
from the fire in the ‘ang or stove-bed, 
which was old and in want of repair. 

The Memorialist has to observe with 
refereuce to this occurrence that the 
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dwelling house of the Confucian Dukes 
was constructed in the reign Chia Ching 
of the Ming Dynasty, when the street 
was diverted and the Confucian temple 
removed from its old site, the dwelling 
house being placed to the east of the 
temple. Inu the year 1840 it was repaired 
at the Imperial expense by the Board of 
Works and consigned to the custody of the 
Magistrate of the town.—Rescript: We 
have taken cognisance. 

April 7th and 8th.—A Memorial from 
Chia-shun, Assistant Military Administra- 
tor and Governor of Ili, reporting that he 
has handed over charge of his office in 
obedience to a summons from His Majesty 
to Peking. 

On the 30th of October last the Memo- 
rialist received a despatch from Liu Chin- 
t‘ang, Governor of the New Dominion, 
informing him of the issue of an Imperial 
Decree upon the 12th of September 1885 
summoning the Memorialist to Peking. 
The Memorialist thereupon acknowledged 
the receipt of these commands in a Memo- 
rial of thanks to His Majesty. 

Liu Chin-t‘ang and Hsi-lun having 
reached Ili on the 24th of December, the 
Memorialist sent them his seal of office on 
the 27th of December by the hand of a 
military officer, together with his archives 
and registers, while he handed over charge of 
the various business of his office to Hsi- 
lun, the assistant Governor of Tarbagat‘ai. 

Heo begs to state, with reference to the 
force of cavalry and infantry under his 
control, that they have all been for many 
years outside the Wall where their pay has 
not been regulaaly forthcoming, and the 
men have been subjected to hardships of 
no ordinary kind. The country beyond 
the Wall being vast in area and sparsely 
populated, as the ploughing season came 
round each spring a certain number of the 
men went away to farm, and their oflicers 
being put to it in some instances to furnish 
them with their pay, gave them leave to go 
away. These unavoidable circumstances 
gave rise to false rumours, which spread 
as they circulated, that the army in this 
region was not up to fifty per cent of its 
proper standard. Returns have now been 
furnished by the commanders of the various 
regiments giving the numbers of men who 
have actually drawn pay aud rations month 
by month, which show that the total force 
consists of 12,410 officers and men with 
equipment, horses, etc, 

Lhese returns were sent to Liu chin-t‘ang 
and Hsi-lun for veritication. 

Tho memorialist then proceeds to describe 
the earnest longing with which ho has 
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yearned fora sight of his Master during the 
thirty years and more in which he hae 
served in frontier posts, and assures His 
Majesty that this yoarning will urge him 
to press forward on his journey to the 
Capital as soon as he is able. 

He concludes with the followiug remarks ; 

The contributions which the various 
Customs establishments of the empire were 
under an obligation to remit to Ili have 
never been sent in full for many years 
past. For the 11th year of Kuang Osi, 
for instance, the Board of Revenue decided 
that under the new scheme of subsidies, 
Tli was to receive T'ls. 1,090,000 as its 
share, but from the 1st day of the Llth year 
until the date upon which the Memorialist 
handed over charge, remittances to the 
amount of Tls. 461,700 only had been re- 
ceived, a mere drop in the bucket in pro- 
portion to the sum due. 

Although he has given over charge, it is 
none the less imperative that measures 
should be taken to clear up the outstanding 
accounts, and he proposes 10 apportion a 
part of the amount due under the new 
subsidy arrangements for the I1th year of 
Kuang Hsii (1885) to the payment thereof, 
This arrangement has been talked over 
with Lia Chin-t‘ang and Hai-lun, and as 
soon as the accounts have been settled he 
will start on his journey ‘‘ northwards.” 
The date of his departure will be duly 
reported to His Majesty. 

April 9th aud 10th.—His Majesty re- 
turned to the Palace at 1 p.in. 

(1-2) Decrees consigning seven people, 
one of them a woman, whu presented peti- 
tions to His Majesty on the journey from 
the Mausolea, to the Board of Punishments 
for rigorous interrogation. ; 

(3) The following are the principal ap- 
polntments in connection with the exgm- 
inations for the degree of Metropolitan. 
graduate. 

Ciief examiner, Hsi-chén. 

Assistaut examiners, Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, 
Sung-shéa and Sun Yii-wén, 

Associate examiners, Chang Tsu-mo, Li- 
ang Yao-shu, T‘ang Ching-ch‘ung, and 
fifteen others, 

(4) A Memorial from Liu Ping-chang, 
Governor of Chekiang. 

Some time since copies of a memorial 
from the acting Governor General of the 
Hu-Kuang Provinces with reforence to the 
kidnapping of women were sent to the 
memorialist by the Board of Punishments. 
In this memorial it was stated that the 
practice also prevailed in Kiaugsu and 
Anhui, and that these women were taken 
to Shanghai and other places and sold by 





Aprit 10—11.] 


45 





procuresses, who went by the name of 
‘White ants.” The same matier was 
brought to the notice of Liis Majesty by 
the censor Liu En-po, who stated that at 
Soochow, Shanghai aud other places, de- 
praved women opened opium brothels and 
were commonly called ‘* White ants.” This 
Officer requested that the Governors of 
Ohékiang and Kiangsu might be directed 
to ascertain the truth of this matter with 
all promptitude, and his suggestion having 
been approved by Imperial decree copy of 
the Memorial and Rescript were likewise 
sent to the Memorialist. 

He at once called for accurate reports 
from the various authorities concerned, 
and he now learns from the Judicial Com- 
missioner, who was instructed to cnll for 
information, that reports have been re- 
ceived from Hangchow and the other Pre- 
fectures, eleven in all, every one of which 
denies the existence in Chekiang of the 
practices described by the Acting Governor 
General of the Hu Kuang Provinces, and 
declares that the procuresses known as 
‘¢white ants” exist only in Shanghai, the 
practice being so far unknown in the Chia- 
hsiang and Hu-chow Prefectures adjoining 
Kiangsu or in the city of Hangchow itself. 
The prohibitions too against the opening 
of opium dens by women who are willing 
to debase themselves to such acts have 
lately been strictly enforced. 

The Judicial Commissioner went on to 
remark that the code of criminal law con- 
tains special clauses providing for the 
penalty of decapitation, death by strangling 
and banishment respectively for such of- 
fences as the opening of brothels by asso- 
ciated capita], the inveigloment of women and 
girls into such places by false pretences, and 
their retention therein for compulsory sale, 
the maintenance of prostitutes who are used 
as decoys for mock marriages, kidnapping, 
whether by violence or enticement, the 
sale or abduction of women, etc., ete. 
Should such cases occur as those which 
exist in Shanghai and elsewhere under the 
denomination of ‘‘ White ants,” etc., for 
which the penalty is death by strangling 
or decapitation, this penalty will be duly 
enforced. In cases in which the penalty 
is banishment commutable for a money 
payment, the sys'em in force in the 
Capital might be adopted under which 
female marriage brokers who are guilty 
of compassing a seduction, or of getting 
women away under false pretences, are 
banished as slaves to the military in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Law. 

The Judicial Commissioner considers, 
and the memorialist agrees with him, that 
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the law makes complete provision for 
offences of the nature in question, and that 
if it is faithfully enforced by the local au- 
thorities it will serve as an ample deter- 
rent and corrective of public morality. 

Rescript: Let the Board of Punishments 
take cognisance, ; 

(5) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that the last tithing scrutiny showed the 
population of that province for the year 
1885 to be 11,685,348 all told. 

April 11th.—(1) A Decree ordering a 
second donation of a silver ingot one tael in 
weight to be bestowed upon each of the 
bearers of the Imperial chairs during the 
recent journey to the Mausolea, 

(2) A Decree ordering 8 persons who 
presented petitions to His Majesty upon 
the return journey from the Mausolea to 
be consigned to the Board of Punishments 
for rigorous interrogation, 

(3) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Hunan, : 

It is established by law that in the case 
of persons succeeding to the hereditary title 
of Yiin Ch‘t Yii, ornoble of the eighth grade, 
in addition to other offices held by them 
they shall be allowed to hold this second 
title provided that their civil rank is equal 
to that of Yuin Ch% Yu, in which case they 
need not be sent to the Board for presenta- . 
tion at Court. It is further provided that 
when there is no heir to an hereditary title 
in the direct line of succession or no uterine 
brother or uterine brother's son who should 
succeed failing an heir in the direct liue, a 
cousin may succeed thereto, but such cou- 
sin must be adopted into the family of the 
person to whom he succeeds and assume 
the relation of a successor to the father of 
the founder of the title. 

Some time since, the Acting Magistrate 
of the Ch‘ang-sha District reported to the 
-Memorialist that a petition had been sub- 
mitted to him by one Chang Han, an Ex- 
pectant Sub-prefect of Kueichow, to the 
following effect : 

The petitioner was a native of Oh‘ang- 
sha Hsien, His cousin Chang Wei-héng, a 
subordinate military officer, was killed in 
action in the year 1863, and on the recom- 
mendation of the Board, the hereditary 
title of Yi Ch't Yi was recently bestowed 
upon his successors for a certain number 
of lives, and when the number had been 
completed, the title of En Ch‘'t Yu, one 
lower on the list, was to be conferred there- 
after in perpeturity. 

Chang Wei-héng had no sons or grand- 
sons of his own, nor any uterine brothers, 
on nephews the sons of such uterine bro- 

' thers, who could succeed to his title, and 
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the petitioner, who is the grandson of 
Chang Wei-hé.y’s grandmother, or his 
second consin, begs that he may be allowed 
to succeed to the title in addition to hold- 
ing the status of an expectant sub-prefect 
in Kueichow. 

As the petitioner had not given explicit 
information as to whether he was to be 
adopted as the successor of the father of 
the founder of the title, viz: Chang Wei- 
héng, further information on this point 
was called for, and the answer being iu the 
affirmative, with the reservation that as 
the petitioner was an only son, he proposed 
to consider himself the successor of both 
branches, the application is now submitted 
for His Majesty’s approval. 

Referred to the Board of War. 

April 12th.—(1) A Decree consigning one 
of the Supervisors at the Examinations now 
in progress to the Board for the determi- 
nation ofa penalty. This officer, a Super- 
vising Censor called Kuei-nien, has been 
reported to His Majesty for not having 
gone into the Examination Enclosure until 
3 p.m. though appointed in the early morn- 
ing for duty. 

(2) A Decree expressing His Majesty’s 
gratitude for the divine intervention dis- 
played by the tutelary and other deities of 
the town of Tzu-ch‘uan in Shantung, who 
were promptly responsive to prayers for 
rain offered during the droughts in that 
district last Spring. The College of In- 
scriptions is directed to prepare a tablet for 
each temple, which the Governor of the 
province will reverently suspend therein 
as a recognition of the spiritual aid that 
has been rendered. Au application from the 
Governor for the bestowal of special titles 
upon the deities in question is referred to 
the Board of Ceremonies for consideration. 

(3-10) Decrees providing for the per- 
formance by acting incumbents of the duties 
of the high officers now employed in the 
conduct of the Metropolitan Examination. 

(11) A Decree giving expression to the 
deep sympathy by which His Majesty is 
moved when his thoughts turn to the 
misery and hardship endured by the suf- 
ferers from the inundations caused by the 
bursting of the embankment of the Yellow 
River last yearat Ho Wang Chuang. Grants 
of money have already been issued several 
times for their relief, but as they have 
nothing to depend upon during the interval 
between Spring and harvst time, a further 
issue of relief is consented to. Authority 
is accordingly given for the detention of 
69,000 piculs of the tribute rice due this 
year from Shantuny, and the money which 
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its carriage represents, and the distribution 
thereof iu the form of relief. ; 

The decree concludes with the usua 
warning against thieving on the part of the 
distributors. 

April 13th.—(1) Ch‘ing-an, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Board of Works, and Ch‘ang- 
ch‘un, Deputy Lieutenant General of Hai- 
an (?) now in Peking, are appointed Su- 
perintendents of LiveStock and House Duty 
for the Western and Eastern divisions of 
Peking respectively. , 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Chihliiu his capacity of Com ptrel- 
ler of the Ch‘ang-lu Sait department of 
that province, in response toa call from 
the office of the Imperial Houséhold for 
the payment of an immediate sum of Tis, 
200,000, arrears of interest upon Imperial 
funds ivvested in that department, money 
being urgeutly required to meet the prepara- 
tions for the Imperial visit to the Mausoles, 

The Memorialist upon receipt of these 
commands called upon the Salt Commis- 
sioner to furnish Tis. 10,000 from other 
funds at his command, and this sum was 
forwarded to Peking. While engaged in 
devising means for furnishing further re- 
mittances, the Memorialiet was honoured 
by the receipt of another Decree urging 
expedition iu the provision of the money 
required, and he would now state in re- 
sponse to this command that the interest 
in question is properly payable by those 
merchants who took up advances of 
Imperial Capital. In the year 1849 an 
Imperial Commission of Princes and high 
ministers was appointed to enquire into 
the salt question, who, finding that the 
original holders of Imperial funds were 
all dismissed from the salt business or 
dad, and that there was no means of 
recovering from them, determined to 
transfer the obligation to pay the yearly 
interest thereupon to the merchants who 
were then engaged in the salt trade. This, 
owing to various causes, has been in a con- 
dition of extreme depression for years past 
and the merchants are sorely embarrassed, 
but in consequence of certain reforms in- 
stituted by the Salt Commissioner under 
the Memorialist’s direction, there has been 
a slight improvement of late in the returns 
of regular taxation. Both Peking and 
Féug-t‘ien having a lien upon the regulae 
tax upon salt, this has, perforce, to be given 
precedence, and inasmuch as the interest 
on the Imperial Funds is a forfeit paid 
by the present salt dealers on behalf of the 
original borrowers which it is utterly be- 
youd the power of the former to meet, 
arrears continue to accumulate as in the 
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days of their predecessors. It should be 
pointed out, however that the arrears 
which the present dealers have failed to 
pay since the year 1849 amount only to 
Tis, 130,000, and not, as stated in the 
Memorial of the Office of the Imperial 
Household, Ts. 2,300,000 and upwards. 
That department seems to have included 
every item since remote times, in its cal- 
culations, some of which items have long 
since been abandoned as irrecoverable. 


The Memorialist goes on to point out 
that on the various past occasions upon 
which preparation has had to be made for 
Imperial journeys, Imperial Decrees have 
been issued demanding the payment ofsums 
varying from ‘I'ls. 100,0U0 to ‘ls. «00,000 
from these arrears of interest, which have 
been met in each instance by remittances 
of a few thousand taels, or ‘I'ls, 10,000 at 
the most. These sums, which amount in 
the aggregate to a large total, have never 
been repaid to the fund from which they 
were drawn. He is well aware of the pres- 
sing nature of the present calls upon the 
office of the Imperial Household, and he 
would not venture to defer responding 
thereto for insufficient reasons, but the 
amounts collected as interest upon Imperial 
capital have boon remitted as they were 
collected and there as no money in hand 
in the Salt Commissioner’s Treasury, while 
the salt merchants, who are in the midat of 
preparations for their spring sales, are too 
hard put to it to pay any additional money 
on account of the interest due. The 
Memorialist too, dares not appropriate any 
of tlie regular income from salt for fear of 
prejudicing the subsidies due to Peking 
and Féng-t‘ien. He has now gone into 
careful calculations with the Salt Com- 
missioner, and they have decided, as 
the only alternative open to them, to 
draw the sum of Tls. 30,000 from the 
military subsidy fund in the Salt Commis- 
sioner’s Treasury and send it to the office 
of the Imperial Household at once. This 
with the previous remittance, willrepresent 
a total of Tls, 40,000 which is many fold 
more than has before been contributed to- 
wards the expenditure for Imperial jour- 
neys. These two advances will be repaid 
from the interest due for the present year 
and from arrears for previous years. 


Rescript : Let the Yaméu concerned take 
cognisance. 


April 14th.—The Board of Ceremonies 
having asked for a date to be fixed for 
changing to the summer hat, His Ma- 
jeaty was pleased to name the 23rd of 
April, 
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(1) Ch‘i-k‘o-sén-pu is re-appointed Su- 
perintendent of Imperial Manufactories at 
Hangchow, 

(2) A Memorial from Yén Mao, Sub- 
Director of the Imperial Stud Court, calling 
His Majesty’s attention to the employment 
of a cashiered official by the Grand Secre- 
tary Li Hung-chang in the Military School 
at Tientsin, and requesting that His 
Majesty will cause the Board to produce 
the records of the case against the said 
officer, with a view to the formation of a 
decision by His Majesty whether the man 
shall be employed or rejected. 

The Memorialist commences by quoting 
a Decree of the year 1865 in which it was 
laid down that any officers who had been 
cashiered under circumstances gravely re- 
flecting on their character should not be 
allowed to be taken on for military duty, 
an exception being made in favour of those 
whose punishment was incurred in conse- 
quence of having fallen into error in their 
conduct of official business. 

The Memorialist was impressed with the 
justice of this fiat, and he was astonished 
to notice in a recent issue of the Gazette, 
that His Majesty had “ taken cognisauce ” 
of an arrangement reported by the Gover- 
nor-Goneral Li Hung-chang under which 
one Yang Tsung-lion, ex Taotai of Hupeh, 
cashiered, had beon appointed Director of 
a Military school that the Governor-Gen- 
eral had founded. Now, the Memorialist 
finds on searching back that on the 21st of 
January 1883 the Grand Secretariat were 
honoured by the receipt of an Imperial 
Decree acknowledging the receipt of a report 
from Tso Tsung-t‘ang who was directed 
to investigate certain sweeping charges 
brought by the Censor Téng Ch‘éng-hsin 
against Li Han-chang, Governor-General 
of the Hu Kuang Provinces. In this re- 
port, the Decree states, Tso Tsung-t’ang 
acquitted the Governor-General of the 
charges brought against him, but he found 
that he had been guilty of extreme waut of 
supervision in continuing to employ the 
Taotai Yang Tsung-lion whose reputation 
was indifferent and whose management of 
Customs matters had given rise to imfavour- 
able comment, Tso ‘'sung-t‘ang suggested 
therefore that Li Han-chang should be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a severe form of penalty, and that Yaug 
Tsung-lien should be banished into servi- 
tude on the postal roads, The latter sug- 
gestion, however, he modified later on in 
his report becauso the mother of Yang 
Tsung-lien was over eighty years of age. 
The decree concluded by confirming the 
recommendation as to the penalty to be 
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inflicted upon the Governor-General for not , 


discovering that Yang Tsung-lien was a 
man of indifferent reputation, and also 
confirmed the dismissal of Yang Tsung-lien 
from the public service. 

Thus, theindifference of Yang Tsung-lien’s 
reputation had already been decided by 
Imperial Decree, not to mention certain 
charges against him as the purchaser of 
land and the owner of pawnshops, which 
will be found in the body of Tso Tsung- 
tang’s Report. Li Han-chang’s troubles 
were due to the employment of this man 
Yang Tsung-lien, and now Li Hung-chang 
has got him up to Tientsin and made him 
Superintendent of the military school, 20 
that first one brother gets taken in by him 
and then another! That two high officers 
holding the important posts of Governor- 
General should be fouled, first one and 
then the other, by a man of ‘indifferent 
reputation” shows that this man must 
be especially artfuland crafty, and in the 
Memorialist’s opinion it would be a great 
mistake to introduce without any consid- 
eration a person of this reputation into an 
establishment of the kind in question at 
its very commencement, 

See Gazettes of March 6th and 29th. 

April 15th Lin Wei-yiian paid his re- 
spects previous to his departure, for For- 
mosa, 

(1) The following are the subjects for 
essays etc., set at the first course of the 
examinations now in progress for the degree 
of Metropolitan Graduate :— 

a.—Tzii-chang asked how a man should 
conduct himself so as to be everywhere 
appreciated. = 

The Master said. ‘‘ Let his words be 
sincere and truthful and his actions hon- 
ourable and careful : such conduct may be 
practised even among the rude tribes of 
the south or north. If his worda be not 
sincere and truthful and his actions not 
honourable and careful. will he, with such 
conduct, be appreciated even in his own 
neighbourhood ? 

“When he is standing, let him see these 
two rules, as it were, fronting him ; when 
he is in his carriage let him see them 
attached to the yoke ; then he may be able 
to carry them into practice.” 

‘‘Tzii-chang wrote these counsels on the 
end of his sash.” 

b.—‘* The course of the Mean cannot be 
attained to.” 

c.— To take example from others to 
practise virtue is to help them in the same 
practice. Therefore there is no attribute 
of the superior man greater than bis help- 
ing men tu practise virtue.” 
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d.—Subject for verse composition : 

“The early morning red is harbinger of 
rain, 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Kueichow, after the devastation of this 
province, poor aud remote at the best of 
times, during the rebellion, the various 
charitable establishments earlier founded, 
such as refuges for the aged and orphans, 
and asylums for widows, etc., could be said 
to be merely existent and vothing more. 
After the pacification of the province, Li 
P%ei-ching, the then Governor, instituted: 
a fuud which was placed out at interest, 
and the proceeds devoted to assisting 
the families of indigent officiala who 
died in the province with money, or 
furnishing them with food. This was ren- 
dered necessary by the poverty, which in 
many instances was such as to leave its 
officials with nothing to support life when 
alive, or to bury them when dead, while 
their families were left stranded under cir- 
cumstances of a most pitiable nature. 

Kueichow being a frontier province, dif- 
fers in some respects from other province-s, 
and ever since the earlier years of the reign 
Haien Féng, the Committee of Reorganis- 
ation has been called upon to see to the 
families of those officers who have died 
at their posts which had been left in the 
province from the absence of means to 
return to their place of domicile. The 
number of persons thus relieved, whose 
claims to charity are strictly ascertained by 
the Committee, is limited to five hundred, 
and whenever the Memorialist went out, 
his chair was besieged by applicants for relief 
in a manner that was intensely painful to 
his feelings. At the end of the year he and 
his provincial committee accordingly ex- 
pended their anti-extortion allowances in 
the issue of relief in the form of money 
and food to sufferers, As matters, how- 
ever, could not go for ever in this manner, 
he determined to found a charitable es- 
tablishment called the ‘‘Kuang Jén Tang” 
with which should be amalgamated all 
the other charitable establishments pre- 
viously existing, and of an endowment 
formed by letting out certain government 
land in the neighbourhood of Kuei-yaug 
Fu as allotments to the regular soldiery. 

Meanwhile, until the rents which it is 
thus proposed to secure come in, the Me- 
morialist begs permission to borrow the 
sum of Tis. 20,000 from certain miscellan- 
eous funds in hand in order to keep the 
institution going. 

Request granted by Rescript. 

April 16th.—(1) The Governor-General 
at Foochow reports the re-appearance at 
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that city of ten conan who had pre- 
viously beeu shipwrecked on the China 
coast, and, after having been lodged for a 
time in the quarters provided for foreign 
shipwrecked mariners, had been sent back 
by the first available vessel. 


This junk, called the Chin-chia hans 
encountered a gale off Formosa, and after 
landing one of their number, who was sick, 
upon one of the islands near Formosa, 
where he died, they drifted back to the 
Chékiang coast and were picked up off 
T‘ai-chow. 


(2) A Memorial from the same high 
officer reporting the receipt of a petition 
from the gentry of Fu-t‘ien Hsien in the 
Haing-hua Prefecture of Fuhkien, praying 
him to solicit from His Majesty the be- 
stowal of Tablets upon the Temples to the 
tutelay deity of that town, as well as upon 
that to a deity known as Chén Wu (? the 
genius of the constellation Ursa Major.) 

The following manifestations on the part 
of the tutelary deity are quvted in support 
of the application :— 

In 1854, when the town was attacked by 
rebels, prayers offered to this deity turned 
danger into peace. 

Tu 1862 a typhoon occurred, and suddenly 
ceased when prayers were offered. 

In the summer of 1883 there had been 
no rain for a long time, and drought had 
already manifested itself, when prayer to 
this deity brought down abundant rain, 
aud scarcity was turned to plenty. 

Similar services on the part of the other 
deity are recorded in the petition, and the 
application is supported by the Memorialist. 
—Requeat granted by decree earlier issued. 


April 17th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

April 18th.—The following were the sub- 
ed set at the second course of the 

xaminations now in progress. 

a. ‘*The superior man furthers the 
Benign Will of Heaven by the suppression 
of vice and the exaltation of virtue.” 

b. **A great order was effected in the 
six magazines of material wealth, the 
different parts of the country were sub- 
jected to an exact comparison.” 

c, ‘* What are there on Chung-nan ? 

‘‘ There are nooks and open glades.” 

@ “In wiuter, in the 11th month, the 
Marquis of Chin sent Hsiin Keng to Lu on 
a friendly mission ; aud the Marquis of 
Wei sent Suu Liang-fu on the same. 

On Ping-wu we made a covenant with 
H-itin Keng, and on Ting-wei we made one 
with Sun Liang-fu ” 

e. A passage from the ‘ Li Chi.” 
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(1) Liu Jui-fén, Minister to Great Britain, 
etc., is appointed Director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shautung, denouncing the proprietors of 
certain pawn-shops, holders of official rank, 
who have fraudulently failed for a con- 
siderable sum, and requesting that they 
may be deprived of thwir official status, 
with a view to proceeding criminally against 
them for the recovery of the money. 

The facts, as reported to the Memorialist 
by the Prefect of Ch‘ing-chow, are as 
follows; 

Iu the city of Ch‘ing-chow Fu there is a 
pawn-shop styled the ‘‘I-ho,” the manager 
of which is a man called Liu Yung-ho, and 
the proprietor ove Liu Hui, a native of 
Wei Hsien in the Lai-chow Prefecture, 
This Liu Hui was originally far from a 
wealthy man, being dependent eutirely 
upon borrowed money for the conduct of 
his business, Iu the years 1875 and 1876, 
when the Ch‘ing-chow and Lai-chow pre- 
fectures were visited by famine, the people 
pawned their goods to a very great extent, 
and Liu Hui’s loans of capital were larger 
than ever. In course of time, when good 
harvests were gathered, all the people who 
had pawned property redeemed it, and 
Lai tui made much profit out of the tran- 
saction, earning the reputation of a mil- 
tionaire. 

This reputation for wealth attracted the 
attention of outsiders, who were more 
ready to lodge money with him than else- 
where, in the hope of coming in for a small 
share of the profits. Thus, the said Liu 
Hui, who accepted any contribution, large 
or small, gathered in the property of the 
Officials, Yamén Secretaries, gentry and 
people into his store, and proceeded there- 
with to open two other pawnshops in the 
towns of Hsien-ch‘eng and a place called 
Kao-wa, in An-ch‘iu Hsien. Liu Hui had 
six sons, and he and his sons all bought 
official titles for themselves, besides being 
extensive purchasers of land, constructing 
ove gardens and cutting a dash gener- 
ally. 

Iu November last they suddenly sold the 
Hain-ch‘éng and An-ch‘iu pawn-shops, on 
the plea that the business was not paying, 
and they then proceeded to close their 
Ch‘ing-chou establishment also, aunouncing 
that interest would cease upon all money 
deposits which would be returned to the 
contributors. They then tried to compound 
with their depositors, but when they found 
these became somewhat importunate in 
their demands, they straightway proceeded 
to make excuse with the intent to refuse 


compensation, Amongst their creditors 
were orphans and widows who depended for 
subsistence upon their investments, and 
these were specially excited by the news 
that they had lost their all. 

Upon actions being brought in the Pre- 
fect’s Court, that officer summoned Liu 
Chia-ku and Liu Chia-ho, the sous of Liu 
Hui and managers of his establishment, 
but he only recovered from them 20,000 
strings of ‘‘ Metropolitan” cash over and 
above the hundred thousand strings at 
which the stock of articles in pawn 
was valued. Their liabilities amounted 
to as much as over 900,000 tiao (or 
_ strings of 1,000 cash), and yet their 
books showed that there had been a profit 
every year for years in succession ; iu fact, 
the proprietor, at a general estimate, must 
have taken home during the years 1883, 
1884 and 1885, upwards of 300,000 tiao. 
The Hein-ch‘eng shop, too, was sold for 
170,000 tiao, which has gone no one knows 
where, showing the existence fur some time 
past of a deliberate intention to defraud. 
The creditors are now in a terrible state of 
mind, and, moreover, as there is only one 
pawn-shop in Ch‘ing-chow, which has now 
failed under false pretences, the poorer 
people are deprived of the accommadation 
it afforded, and local trade generally is 
considerably restricted. Liu Hui himself 
is now dead, but his sons excel him in 
tricking aud depravity, aud, at the request 
of the Prefect, the Memorialist begs that 
His Majesty will allow the said Liu Chia- 
ku and Liu Ohia-ho to be stripped of their 
official status, with a view to being brought 
to Chi-nan Fu, where they will be sub- 
jected by the Judge to a vigorous process 
for the recovery of their defalcations. Their 
land and house property at their place of 
domicile and in other parts of the province 
will meanwhile he taken possession of with 
a view to being set off against some of the 
claims. 

In submitting this application, the Me- 
morialist states that in spite of the severity 
of the penalties against fraudulent appro- 
priation of the property of others, cases of 
frands on a large scale have been very 
frequent of late; as, for instance, the 
bankruptcies of Hu Kuang-yung, Liu 
Yii-ch‘en, Ch‘ien Chi-shéng, etc. The 
dividend paid to thé creditors of the last 
named Firm, a Shantung establishment, 
was not more than twenty per cent, Their 
example was emulated by the ‘* Héng-féng” 
pawn-shop, which paid a mere nominal 
dividend on deposits to the extent of 
hundreds of thousands. This failure was 
followed by numbers in which the default- 
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ing proprietors decamped bag and baggage, _ 
inflicting ruin on local trade and im- 


mense hardship on people of every class. 
Request Granted by Rescript. 
April 19th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 
April 20th.—The Governor of the Me- 


tropolitan Prefecture reports a fall of rain. 


in Peking to the depth of one inch and up- 
wards of saturation. 

(1) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from Hsi-yiinn, Governor of 
Kirin, who was instructed to ascertain the 
truth of certain complaints lodged at the 
office of Gendarmerie at Peking by a small 
officialat the town of Puteka inthe Heh-lung 
Chiang Province of Mauchuria. In this 
petition it was alleged that abuses of every 
kind were rife in the province in question, 
and that Wén-hsii, the Governor, was lax 
in his administration of affairs. 

The enquiry instituted by the Governor 
of Kirin shows that the main charges of 
the petitioners were erroneously laid, though 
based on a foundation of fact, and were 
the outcome of suspicions entertained. 

As usual in these enquiries the peccadil- 
loes of certain subordinate officers are 
brought to light, and penalties inflicted on 
them accordingly. 


(2) The only other document worthy of 


record in this day’s issue isa long Memorial 
from the Governor-General and Governor 
at Canton denouncing a number of local 
Officials for allowing the existence of bri- 
gandage on an excessive scale in their 
respective jurisdictions, and, in some in- 
stances, failing to arrest the perpet:ators 
of crimes of this class of a specially grave 
nature. His denunciations and recom- 
mendations as to the penalty to be imposed 
are referred to in a Decree published in the 
Gazettes of the 17th, 28th and 29th of 
March. 

April 21st,—No documents of import- 
ance, 

April 22nd.—(1) A Decree referring to 
the Board of Ceremonies for consideration 
a suggestion from a member of the Im- 
perial Academy to the effect that those 
successful graduates at last year’s examina- 


tion in Peking who have presented them-. 


selves for the subsequent test examination 
after date shall be subjected to a supple- 
mentary test examination previous to the 
issue of the list of successful candidates at 
the examination for the degree of metro- 
politan graduate just concluded. 

(2) A Memorial from the Director Gen- 
eral of Grain Transport detailing at con- 
siderable length the steps he is taking to 
facilitate the passage of the Tribute rice 
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this year to the North by the Grand 
Oanal. The Memorial bristles with 
the names of dams, sluices and auxiliary 
streams which are somewhat confusiug, 
aud it will be sufficient to state. that 
in the commencement of his Memorial the 
Director General lays down the general 
principle that in measures to expedite the 
carriage of tribute grain, dredging of the 
channel is an essential, but before this can 
be done dams must be constructed. He 
then proceeds to describe what he has done 
and what he is about to do in these direc- 
tions, and says that although it will cost 
double what the preparations cost last year, 
he will not allow the amount to exceed his 
original estimate of Tis. 30,000. 

3 A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chékiang reporting the results of enquiries 
instituted in obedience to a Decreeissned by 
the Empress on the 16th of October 1885 
ordering effect to be given to a suggestion 
of the late Grand Secretary Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang in connection with measures of 
future maritime defence, that the army of 
the ‘Green Standard” should be reduced, 
as well as the numbers of war junks along 
the coast. 

The number of men compostng the 
** Green Standard” army of Chékiang was, 
by constitutional rule, over 30,000 men, 
but in the year 1868, when a modification 
of the military organisation was intro- 
duced, 13,800 odd men of the Green 
Standard forces, infantry and marine, were 
abolished, leaving only 22,500 men odd, 
who were distributed for police and gar- 
rison duty through the eleven prefectures 
of the province. His Majesty was in- 
formed by the Memorialist’s predecessor 
over two years ago that it was impossible 
to consider any further reduction of this 
force, and as present conditions remain the 
same as they then were, the Memorialist 
begs that no further reductions may be 
made. He will give orders, however, that 
the present force be kept up to a high 
atandard of efficiency, and, in accordance 
with the arrangements for the reduction of 
numbers and increase of pay, that all the 
werk and sickly men be weeded out. 

As regards the question of war junks 
along the coast, the regulation number of 
these use to be 250 odd, but since the 
rebellion this fleet did not reach one half 
that number. In 1882, when Li Hung- 
chang suggested to His Majesty the aboli- 
tion of the war junks at Port Arthur and 
the reduction in numbers of the ‘‘ obsolete 
aud useless’? war junks along the sea- 
coast generally, a careful inspection was 
made of the war junks at each station 
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along the Chékiang coast by an oflicer 
specially deputed for the purpose, and his 
suggestions with regard to the withdrawal 
of some and the retention of others is on 
record and can be referred to. ‘he 
question has now once again been care- 
fully gone into, and the provincial com- 
mittee of administration propose that 
17 war junks shall be done away with 
and that the work on three in process 
of repair shall be stopped, leaving 52 
remaining, to,which will be added 7 more 
of different construction. These junks 
are indispensable for auxiliary police pur- 
poses amongst the islands and shallow in- 
lets into which steamers caunot peuetrate, 
but if more steamers are put on the station, 
or these junks are found not to be effectlve, 
their fucther reduction in numbers can 
from time to time be taken into considera- 
tion. 

The Memorialist throughly endorses the 
suggestions of his Committee, and begs to 
subinit a list of the junks it is proposed to 
do away with and of those it is intended 
shall be retained. Rescript: The Yamena 
concerned will take cognisance. 

April 23rd.—(1) A Decree from Her Ma- 
jesty the Empress Dowager. 

We bestow upon Yi-hnan, Prince Ch’un, 
and the Princess Consort of Prince Ch‘un- 
the privilege of riding in an apricot yellow 
chair. 

(2) I-nien is appointed Commissioner of 
the Office of ‘Transmission, 

(3) ‘Té-ch‘ing Governor of Kwangsi, re- 
ports the death by drowning of an officer in 
charge of treasure on its way to the Board 
of Revence, ‘This officer, an expectant sub- 
prefect of Kwangtung called Ch‘éng, was 
travelling by boat in charge of Tls. 40,000 
from that provinee, and upon arrival last 
summer ata place called ‘‘ Widow’s Bridge” 
in the Hsia-chiang District, where the ri- 
ver is particularly broad, a wind and sea 
got up upon the river and the boat was in 
a perilous condition. The sub-prefect, anx- 
ious for the safety of the treasure in his 
charge, called out to the men to anchor 
the boat, and himself directed the move- 
ments of the crew aud his guard in their 
efforts to save themselves. While he was 
doing so a sudden gust of wind came which 
caused the boat to heel over, and the sub- 
prefect lost his footing and fell into the 
water, and disappeared. The boat was 
subsequently made fast to the bank and the 
treasure was saved. 

The law lays down that any officer who 
is drowned in the execution of otticial duty 
at sea, in large rivers, or in the Tung-ting, 
Hung-teé or other Jakes by accidents of 
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weather, shall be entitled to receive the 
rank to which he would attain on his next 
promotion, his son being given the honour- 
ary degree of Licentiate and entered asa 
student of the Imperial Academy with the 
privilege of being selected for official em- 
ployment at the expiration of the proper 
period. The Memorialist accordingly soli- 
cits the bestowal upon the officer in ques- 
tion of the posthumous marks of compas- 
sion which are allotted in such cases by 
law.—Request granted by Rescript. 

(4) Yang C‘hang-chiin, Governor General 
at Foochow, reports his intended depar- 
‘ture on the 8th of March on a tour of 
military and naval inspection to Amoy and 
‘the Pescadores. During his absence on 
this tour, the progress aud results of which 
will be duly reported from time to time, 
Chang Meng-yiian, the Financial Commis- 
sioner, will attend to the current work of 
Memorialist’s department at Foochow. 
International business, and foreign com- 
mercial questions have hitherto been dealt 
with as they arose, and in accordance with 
long-standing rule; the Memorialist has 
written to the Tarter General requesting 
him to assume direction of the foreign 
trade Committees and see that they deal 
properly with such questions, that no 
delay may be entailed. 

April 24th—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the extent of two inches and 
upwards of saturation. 


(1) In a Memorial soliciting the bestowal 
of the Imperial autographic tablets upon 
certain officers who have been instrumental 
in collecting subscriptions for the relief 
of distress in Shantung, the Governor of 
that province singles out for special com- 
mendation Chou Chia-mei, Commissioner 
of the Office of Transmission, and Sheng 
Haiian-huai, Expectant Taotai in Chihli 
aud Director of Chinese Telegraphs, The 
Memorialist further incidentally mentions 
that during the past years private subscrip- 
tions to the amount of Tis, 396,658 have 
been raised aud distributed amongst the 
sufferers by flood in the Shantung pro- 
vince, not to mention 36,000 wadded gar- 
ments, , 

April 25th.—Mu T‘u-shan, Military 
High Commissioner for the Manchurian 
provinces, had audience of leave previous 
to his departure for that region. : 

Shao Yu-lien, Tao-t‘ai at Shanghai, was 
also received in audience, 

(1) Liu Yung-fu (AA the * Black 
Flag” leader) whose name is recorded for 
an appointment as Provincial Commander- 
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in-chief, is now appointed General of the 
Nan-ao division in Kuangtung, Li Yang- 
sheng, the present incumbent, being 
ordered to vacate his post and to be sent 
to the Board of war for presentation at 
Court, 

A Decree from Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager. 

Yi Huan, Prince Ch‘un, has addressed a 
Memorial to Us in which he earnestly 
begs that We will recall a command which 
has gone forth. 

The earnest and emphatic language in 
which this Memori«] is couched is the out- 
come of complete sincerity which is cer- 
tainly deserving of commendation aud 
approval, 

The ceremonial usages which regulate 
the treatment to be accorded to members 
of the Imperial family in this Our dynasty 
are, it is true, extremely liberal and 
abundant in their scope, and there are 
prescribed rules which govern every detail 
of the apparel and paraphernalia of aun 
Imperial Prince of the First Order, but 
there are certain things which may be 
accorded as a special mark of extreme 
liberality and grace, such, for instance, as 
the bestowal upon the son of the Emperor 
of a yellow court robe embroidered in gold 
after he has been established in a separate 
Palace of his own, the granting of permis- 
sion to wear the ‘‘red silk knot” on the 
hat, or the privilege accorded to the 
daughters of an Emperor of riding in an 
apricot yellow chair. 
all granted by special command and are 
not to be compared with rewards of an 
ordinary kind. 

Yi-huan, Prince Ch‘un, has always been 
loyal, diligent, honest and scrupulously 
attentive, and his Princess Consort has 
been genial, respectful and heedful in 
matters of deportment, both of them, as is 
known throughout the Empire, affording 
complete examples of what a member of 
the Imperial family should be. 

Since the succession of the Empire to 
this great sway, Prince Ch‘un and his 
consort have been watchful aud reverent 
in their attitude, which has been charac- 
terised by special humility and respect 
such as we have been unable to find a 
paralle! for in the written annals of history. 
‘Lhe Emperor, whose thoughts have been 
constantly fixed on assiduity in learning 
has “nourished his will” in conformity 
with the dictates of filial reverence, and so 
accommodated his manner to that of his 
elders as to afford the Palace the delight 
of enjoying a condition of harmony to an 
extent that words fail to describe. 


These favours are. 
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The command we issued yesterday that 
the privilege of using au apricot yellow 
chair should be bestowed upon Prince 
Ch‘un and his consort was given, in truth, 
because their virtuous disposition and 
their claims to good fortune fully entitled 
them to the enjoyment of this honour. 
Hence we were induced to endue them 
with a special measure of our favour. Let 
the Prince respectfully accept our benign 
commands. ‘There is no necessity for him 
to persist in declining the honour. 


(3) Oh‘ien Ying-p‘u (Some ye) is ap- 
pointed Sub-Director of the Imperial Ban- 
queting Court, . 

(4) Ch‘éa Haio-fén is appointed Deputy 
Supervisor of the Supervisorate of Iustruc- 
tion. 

(5) In a Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking in connection with 
certain funds demanded for meeting the 
expenditure attendant upon the recent 
Imperial journey to the Mansolea, the 
Governor-General mentions that the tenor 
of an Imperial Decree on the subject was 
telegraphically communicated to him by 
the Rew or ‘‘ Metropolitan Telegraph 
Department,” an office the name of which 


has not before appeared in the columns of 
the Gazette. 


April 26th.—A Sub-Memorial from Wei 
Yung-kuang, Governor of Kiangsu. 

The Memorialist some time ayo reported 
to His Majesty the failure in business of 
Liu Yi-Ch‘én, a Taotai by rank, for over 
‘Tis. 800,000. Of this amount sume was 
public money and some was due to private 
creditors. After his denunciation and 
deprivation of rank, the provincial Com- 
mittee of Administration were repeatedly 
ordered to summon the said Liu before 
them and recover from him the amount of 
his obligations, Before they had succeeded 
in obtaining payment of the whole, the 
Memorialist received a despatch from the 
Board of Revenue to the effect that as the 
case of the ex-Taotai Liu was similar to 
that of Hu Kuang jung they had recom- 
mended that he should be handed over to 
the Board of Punishments, who would 
adopt severe measures for the recovery of 
the money and punish him for his offence. 
This suggestion was approved, they said, 
by His Majesty. 

The Memorialist then instructed the Com- 
mittee of Administration to send a special 
officer to make further enquiries, and the 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners 
having complied with these instructions, 
have sent in the following report. 
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Upon the arrival of their agent, an ex- 
pectant Prefect called Yang, at Ch‘ang-chow 
Fu, Liu’s place of domicile, he put himself 
in communication with the Prefect of the 
place with a view to ascertaining the pre- 
cise co dition of Liu’s circumstances, and 
recovering from him the amount of his obli- 
gations. Upon this occasion Liu Yi-ch‘én 
stated that in the year 1865 he came back 
to his native place from Fuhkien, and esta- 
blished two pawnshops for the popular con- 
venience, Ag his friends and relatious kept 
on depositing money with him upon which 
they wauted him to pay them interest and 
he had no means of placing it for them, he 
opened more pawnshops, one after the 
other, until he had as many as twenty and 
more going. Inasmuch, however, as one 
or two years must elapse from the opening 
of a pawn-shop before any profit can be 
made, and as the interest to depositors had 
none the less to be paid at due date, the 
consequence was that he lost by the under- 
taking, and as years went on, his embar- 
rassments increased, while the failure of 
the ‘*Fu K'ang” Bank at Shanghai in- 
duced his depositors to withdraw their 
funds, and he found it still more impossible 
to keep going. He declared that he had 
not intentionally appropriated anybody’s 
money or defrauded them. This of course 
was a mere ex-parte statement, but he had 
already paid up in full all the Trust moneys 
deposited with him by various charitable and 
public societies, such as orphanages, col- 
leges, hospitals, etc., amounting in all to 
Tls. 28,600, cash 103,134 tiao, and $500, 
together with the interest thereupon, As 
regards his private obligations, as no credi- 
tor had proceeded legally against him, it was 
impossible to find out what they amounted 
to. He said himself that the deposits en- 
trusted to him amounted originally to over 
Ts, 700,000, but that he had parted with 
the whole of his property and personal 
belongings, such as books clothes, jewel- 
lery, etc. to meet these deposits, and he 
had arranged with those of his creditors to 
whom mouey was still due to pay them in 
yearly instalments, or to give them bonds 
payable at given dates for the rest. 

These creditors being all relations or 
friends of his family for generations, and 
knowing that he had sold everything he 
possessed, had, out of compassion for his 
age and infirmities, pushed their friend- 
ship to the extent of accepting a discount 
of their deposits as a preliminary pay- 
ment, 

Enquiries which were instituted establish- 
ed thetruth of the above declaration, and 
accounted for the fact that since his denun- 


ciation two years ago no creditor had come 
forward with specific claims against Liu. 
An inspection of his house was also made, 
and it was found to be perfectly bare, but 
of course further enquiries would have to 
be instituted to see if he had property con- 
cealed elsewhere, and, as it would be 
necessary, in order to ascertain the amount 
of his private debts, that his creditors 
should be invited to declare them, procla- 
mations in that sense had been issued. 
Meanwhile the Commissioners hoped that 
the consignment of Liu Yi-ch‘én to the 
Board of Punishments might be tempora- 
rily postponed. 

The Memorialist being of opinion that, 
under the circumstances as reported, the 
application for delay in sending Liu 
forward can be granted, has written in that 
sense to the Boards of Revenue and 
Punishments, 


April 27th.—No documents of impor- 
tance. 


April 28th.—(1) A Decree acknowled- 
ging the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Court of Censors who report that a petition 
has been presented to them from certain 
natives of Hupeh complaining of the illegal 
levy from them of land tax by certain Go- 
veroment clerks by whom they have been 
reduced to a condition of acute misery. 

The Governor-General and Governor of 
Hupeh are directed to summon the parties 
before them and personally investigate this 
charge, reporting the award they decide 
upon to the Throne, 

(2) Tséng-jun ({Fy FQ) is appointed Su- 
perintendent of Customs at Canton, 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking, to which are appended 
the names of the Director General of Grain 
Transport and the Governor of Kiangsu. 

It having been decided by the Board 
that the Canal route was to be once more 
adopted for the carriage of a portion of the 
Kiang-peh tribute rice for the 11th year of 
Kuang Haii, the Memorialists have already 
stated in their Memorial of the |4th of 
January last what amount they proposed to 
send by Canal. 

The Financial Commissioner and Grain 
Intendant now report that agents were 
duly sent to the various parts of the Kiang- 
peh region to get together the necessary 
amount of rice, hire boats, etc. and were 


given till the end of March to have the .’ 


fleet of grain junks loaded and ready 
tp start in order that they might reach 
Shantung betimes and there await a freshet 
to cross the Yellow River. The state of 
the Canal in the province of Kiangsu is, 
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however, so low in consequence of the 
small accumulation of water in the Wei- 
shan lake which feeds that portion passing 
through P‘ei Chou and Su Hsien, that it 
is difficult to predict with certainty that 
the fleet will be able to get over. Other 
places in the Shantung section are in a 
worse condition even, and very extensive 
dredging will be necessary before the fleet 
can make an uninterrupted passage. This 
work should be undertaken by the Shan- 
tung authorities, and in accordance with 
precedent, the Commissioner and Grain 
Intendant submit a set of rules based upon 
past precedent and present circumstances 
which they begged the senior Memorialist 
to lay before the Throne. : 

In submitting these rules to His Majesty, 
the Memorialists add that any matters 
whic may arise in connection with . this 
question that are unprovided for in the 
rules will be dealt with from time to time 
by the Grain Intendant who will lay his 
views before the Memorialists for submis- 
sion to the Throne. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
despatch from Shanghai of the whole of the 


first instalment of the Winter instalment - 


of the Kiangsu Tribute rice that has to go 
by the sea route. 

According to previous arrangement, 
50,000 piculs of the Kiangsu Tribute rice 
due for 1885 was.to be sent as an experi- 
ment by the Canal route, the rest going 
by sea as usual. Orders were duly given 
for the prompt despatch of the rice to 
Shanghai, and this having arrived theve 
in due course, all the white rice was 
consigned to the China Merchants 
Co.’s Steamers, The balauce consisting of 
228,095 piculs, with food and waste allow- 
auce of 6,083 piculs more, and junk food 
and waste allowances of 18,247 piculs, was 
shipped on board 100 junks which left for 
Ch‘ung-ming island on the 18th of March, 
there to await a favourable wind for their 
Northward journey, 

April 29th.—The following is a liat of 
the manner in which the Chin Shih degrees 
recently competed for are to be distributed ; 
Manchus 8, Mongols 3, Han-chiin 6, Chihli 
23, Féng-t‘ien 3, Shantung 21, Shansi 10, 
Honan 17, Shensi 14, Kansu 9, Kiangsy 
26, Anhui 17, Chékiang 24, Kiangsi 21, 


{, Hupeh 14, Hunan14, Szechuen 13, Fuhkien 
| 20, Formosa 2, Kuangtung 16, Kuangai 12, 
: Yiinnan 12, Kuelchow 11, total 315. 


(2) A joint Memorial from Téug Ch‘éng- 
hsiu, Tongking Boundary commissioner, 
and Li Ping-héng, acting Governor of 
Kuangsi, soliciting the bestowal of certain 
posthumous honours upon Kuan Chao- 
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tsung, senior secretary of the Taungli 
Yamén whose dsath from malaria at Chén- 
nan kuan on the Tongking frontier was re- 
ported by telegraph ou the 15th of January 
last. 

(Note] The number of degrees of the 
first class to be allotted to Manchus, Mon- 
goles, Han-chiin, and the Chinese candidates 
from each province respectively, are deci- 
ded by the Emperor after the candidates 
have presented themselves for examination 
and the exact number is known. The 
average number of degrees assigned is iu 
the ratio of about one in twenty. 

April 3 th.—Hsiieh Fu-ch‘én, the new 
Governor of the metropolitan Prefecture, 
paid his respects upon arrival in Peking. 

(1) A joint Memorial from Yii-lu, Go- 
vernor-General of the Hu Kuang Provin- 
ces and Acting Governor of Hupeh, and 
the Literary Chancellor of the latter pro- 
vince correcting an error of statement in a 
previous Memorial submitted tothe Throne. 
In this Memorial, which was an application 
for the increase of degrees granted in the 
Shih-nan Prefecture, the number of extra 
military degrees was stated to be two in- 
stead of four, and thus, with the two extra 
asked for, the total should have been six 
and not four. The Memorial in question 
was drafted by Kao Liu-chung, the late 
Literary Chancellor oi Hupeh, and the 
Memorialist Yii-lu having appended his 
name to it without detecting the error, he 
has now to request that he and Kao Lin. 
chung may be committed to the Board for 
the determiuation of a penalty for the care- 
lessness they have displayed.—Request 
granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the despstch of an instalment of the subsidy 
due to Peking from the Liang Ché Salt 
revenue for the present year. 

The revenue from regular tax and likin 
receipts on Liang Ché Salt for the present 
year is charged with a contribution of 
Tis. 220,000 to the Board of Revenue, and 
Tis. 50,000 to the office of the Imperial 
Household. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports the 
summary execution by the ling ch‘ih pro- 
cess of » man who killed his father and 
mother during an outburst of insanity. 

The maniac in question, whose name was 
Yin T*ai-ho, lived with his father and 
mother to whom he had always been a 
dutiful son. Last spring he went mad, 
but the mania ouly came on at times, and 
as he was not troublesome his father beg- 
ged the Ti-pao and his neighbours not to 
report the tact ef his son’s madness to the 
authorities, and he was accordingly not 
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put under restraint. In the autumn of 
last year, Yin Tai-ho’s madness broke out 
again, and the Tipao, fearing he might be 
dangerous, persuaded the father to tie his 
son’s hands and shut him up in a vacant 
room. This was done, but the next day 
the maniac’s mother took advantaye of he# 
daughter-in-law’s absence to go into the 
room and untie her son’s hands. He then 
rushed through the door and picked up a 
large stone with which he proceeded to 
dance wildly about. His father came out 
and tried to stop him, whereupon he 
knocked his father down with the stone 
and attacked his mother, who had come to 
her husband’s assistance, and knocked her 
down also, He then proceeded to attack 
aud injure several persons who tried to 
hold him, and was only secured with con- 
siderable difficulty. Both his father and 
mother were seriously injured, and died 
one after the other. 

The Tipao and neighbours who knew 
the man was mad but refrained from 
reporting his madness to the authorities, 
have been condemned to receive oue 
hundred blows apiece. 

May 1st.—In the list of abstracty of 
Memorials issued for publication but for 
which space cannot at once be found in 
the Gazette is one from the Governor- 
General of Yiiunan and Kuoichow report- 
ing the death of a clerk in the Tsung-li 
Yaméu who accompanied Chon Te-jun, 
one of the Tongking Boundary Comuis- 
sloners, 7 

(1) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Governor of Shan- 
tung who reports that the Yellow River 
embankment has again given way in many 
places in the Chang-ch‘iu, Chi-yang and 
Hui-ming Districts, and that though two 
of these breaches have been closed, there 
are others which are very wide and have 
caused a great extent vf country to be 
flooded. 

His Majesty has received with profound 
feelings of sympathy the announcement that 
this region has been visited with a repeti- 
tion of the disaster to which the population 
are subjected year after year, and being 
apprehensive lest the grant recently made 
for the relief of distress should not be 
sufficient under present circumstances to 
meet it, a further grant of 40,000 piculs 
of Shantung tribute rice is allowed to be 
retained for that purpose together with 
the money allowed for freight, etc. 

As Ch‘éu Shih-chieh, the Governor of 
the province, cannot acquit himself of the 
charge of carelessness in allowiug this 
accident to happen, he is cashiered but 
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retained at his post.. Penalties are also 
inflicted on two subordinate officials. 

_ (2) A memorial from the Govervor of 
Ché-kiang. Upon the failure of the ‘* Fu- 
k’ang” and other Banks opened hy Hu 
Kuang-jung, an expectant Taotai of Kiang- 
si,in the winter of 1883, as the sums in which 
he was in default were very large, the pro- 
cess of the law should have been put in 
motion and he should have been promptly 
denounced to the Throne, his button 
taken from him and measures taken for 
the recovery of the money. 

., This would have been the regular course 
of procedure, but as Hu Kuang-jung was 
credited with owning some scores of pawn- 
shops representing capital to no small 
amount, and it was quite possible that in his 
extremity he might realise this property or 
hide it away, it was privately arranged be- 
tween the Financial Commissioner aud the 
Memorialist that the former should go to 
Hu Kuang-jung’s house and coax him into 
supplying the Memorialist with a full 
statement of the Government monies that 
he had received and of the capital repre- 
sented by’ his various pawn-shops. 

This list was furnished, and as upon 
scrutiny by the Memorialist it was found 
to be enough to meet Hu’s [ollicia!] liabi- 
lities, officers were sent to superintend the 
business of the pawn-shops in order to pre- 
vent the managers concealing or removing 
any of theircontents, The money realised by 
the redemption of pledges from day to day 
was remitted to the central likin bureau at 
Hangchow, and applied to the liquidation 
of goverament claims in the order of their 
urgency. Thus, iu two years time, tho 
whole of these claims were paid off in full, 
and the Memorialist was proceeding to 
take further action when on the 30th of 
December 1885 he received a despatch 
from the Board of Revenue informing him 
that, at the Board’s suggestion, His Ma- 
jesty had directed that Hu Kuang-jung be 
sent to the Board of Punishment for cor- 
rection, and that hls property at his place 


of domicilo be seized by the authorities. 


and sold, the proceeds being taken as a 
set off against his liabilities. 

Secret orders wnre at once given to the 
Prefect of. Hangchow aud the Magistrates 
of the Jén-ho and Chiien-t‘ang districts to 
cuter into possession of all the propertly 
they could find, and the Central likin 
Bureau was directed to furnish a list of 
the oflicial monies due from Hu Kuang- 
jung, and of the amounts paid by him im 
satisfaction thereof. This list was at once 
sent in, from which it appeared that, with 
the exception of the sui of Tls. 70,000, 
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representing a portion of the Kansu and 
Chili (2) foreign loans which had been kept 
for business purposes and which had not 
been recovered, the balance of all public 
monies, due by Hu Kuang-jung for which 
the Chékiang Goverument was proceeding 
against him had been paid in full, a fact of 
which the Boardsof Revenueand of Punisha- 
meuts were duly informed. 

The Prefect of Hang-chow subsequently 
reported that, previous to the receipt of 
the instructions above referred to, Hu 
Kuang-jung’s family had reported to him 
the decease of that individual. upon the 
Gth of December 1885, but on the arrival 
of the orders, above referred to he, the 
prefect, and the Magistrate went iu person 
to the house to put seals on the property. 
They found the coffin deposited in the 
central room, and made a careful inspection 
of the dwelling rooms of the house, which 
was rented from one Chu, but they found 
nothing therein but tables, chairs, boxes, 
cupboards and other wooden articles of 
furniture ; there was no money or valuables 
of any kind. Hu Nai-chiin and the other 
sons of the deceased on being interrogated 
declared that all the family property had 
been sold to meet their father’s obligations, 
and there was nothing more left to seize, 
but they declared their readiness to pay 
the balance of his debts within a given 
time. These debts, they said amounted 
altoyether to Tls. 1,592,000 odd, which 
had been liquidated with the capital and 
proceeds of the sale of 26 pawn shops owned 
by their father. Of the ‘ls. 106,000 which 
had been kept back for ‘outside use,” 
Tis. 35,000 had been paid off, and they 
would pay down Tls, 20,000, leaving a 
balance of Tis. 50,000 which they agreed 
to clear off by the end of April, 

As regarded the debts to the gentry and 
people, the Ts. 100,000 belonging to the 
Wén family which had been ordered to be 
confiscated to public uses had already been 
paid, and the balance of the claims against 
the Bank had been liquidated by payment 
thereof at a discount, and, as there were 
no actions pending against the Bank for 
money due, they begged that the matter 
need not be considered further, 

The Memorialist in submitting the fore- 
going report would observe that while Hu 
Kuang-jung certainly deserved punishment 
for failing to pay up with due promptitude 
the official moneys amounting to over @ 
million taels that were deposited in his 
Bank when his various agencies failed, 
uuder the law which governs cases of a 
custodian of property stealing such pro- 
perty himself, the fact that he has satis- 
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fiod his obligations by the sale of his 
pawnshops shows that he had no intention 
of resisting payment thereof and is a 
mitigating circumstance in his favour. 
There are, moreover, no claims against 
him from private creditors, and as the 
case has now been wound up, and the 
late Hu Kuang-jung gained certain credit 
for the manner in which he furnished 
supplies during the North western cam- 
paign, it is hoped that his case need be no 
further considered. When the balance of 
public funds still owing shall have been 
paid by the sons at due date the furniture 
of the family, now under official seal, will 
returned. 

Rescript: The Board of Revenue will 
take cognisance. 

May 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Chang Yao 
submits a report upon the result of his 
inspection of the Yellow River and the 
old course of that river, together with a 
memorandum specifying the action he pro- 
poses to adopt. 

We command the Board of Works to 
give these proposals their careful considera- 
tion and to report thereon. The memo- 
rial, memorandum and maps are sent down 
herewith. 

(2) A Decree granting Chow Chia-mei, 
Commissioner of the officer of Transmis- 
sion, one month’s extension of leave in an- 
swer to his application for permission to 
retire. 

(3) A Memorial from Liu Ping-chang, 
Governor of Chékiang, submitting a list of 
further arrests of individuals connected 
with the ‘I‘ai-chow rebellion of last year 
which have been made between the months 
of July 1885 and January 1886. Seventy- 
nine persons were arrested, of whom forty- 
one were summarily executed, the remain- 
ing thirty-eight having been executed after 

May 3rd.—No documents of importance. 

May 4th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor General at Foochow narrating 
the arrest of a number of noted criminals 
in the District of P‘u-t‘ien in that Pro- 
vince. 

When the Memorialist first arrived in 
Fubkien he was instructed by an Imperial 
Decree that it had been reported to the 
Throne that fighting was going on all 
through the District of P‘u-t‘ien between 
bands of armed men belonging to illegal 
societies distinguished by white or black 
flags. The Memorialist was ordered to 
tind out who were the priucipal offenders 
and to have them arrested and brought to 

. justice. 
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After giving particulars of a number of 
arrests that were made of pirates and other 
bad characters, some of whom were put 
to death, the Memorialist goes on to state 
that amongst other offenders were six men, 
Chang A-chih, Chang Yeh, Chang Sai, 
Fang Yen-ta, P‘an Hung and Ts‘ai Wén, 
who had been pirates for many years and 
were the heads of a large gang. These 
men heard that they would be arrested, and 
escaped secretly to Hongkong, Liu Cho- 
yiin, the Taotai charged by the Memorialist 
with the duty of carrying out His Majesty’s 
Commands, having secured the services of 
an informer, put him under the charge of 
Cheu T‘ai-ho, commander of the Govern- 
meut steamer JI-hsin, and sent him to 
Hongkong to point out the men to be 
arrested, The warrants and other neces- 
sary documents were sent by the I-hsin 
for the inspection of the Hongkong Autho- 
rities. First Chang A-chih was arrested 
also, in consequence of an official applica- 
tion made by the Governor-General at 
Canton, Both men are under detention 
by the Hongkong Government who will 
only surrender them on the production of 
satisfactory evidence of their offences, 
Orders have therefore been given to collect 
the necessary witnesses and to send them 
to Hongkong to appear against the offen- 
ders. When the latter have been surren- 
dered they will duly be brought before the 
court, 

Rescript : Let the Board of Punish- 
ments take cognisance. 

(2) A Memorial from the 
General of Szechuen. 

Some time since the Memorialist was 
informed by the Grand Council that they 
had received an Imperial Decree dated 
June 25th, 1885, in answer to @ report 
from the Mongolian Superintendency, upon 
the request of the Memorialist that the 
Cha-liao tribe might be permitted to pre- 
sent offerings of tribute. 

In the Memorial of the Mongolian Su- 
perintendency which was also forwarded 
to the Memorialist, it is stated that the 
Superintendency find that the title of Hu- 
tukt‘w bestowed upon the Nomén Han of 
the Cha-liao tribe for services in connec- 
tion with the chastisement and pacification 
of the Chan-tui tribe, together with the 
Patent and Seal which should have been 
substituted for the old one, had never been 
applied for. They suggest that the Nomén 
Han of the Cha-liao tribe referred to in 
the Memorialist’s representation to the 
Throne may be the Nomén Han in ques- 
tion of the Cha-liao tribe, and they point 
out that the Memorialist has not stated ia 
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what year the hao chih (iB #5) was given 
to the Mutukt'w for his services in con- 
nection with the Nepaulese War, nor do 
they know what sort of « certificate a hao 
chih is, and they consider that the term is 
probably a mistranslation from the native 
language into Chinese. The Superinten- 
dency go on to say that the names of the 
t'ow mu, or chiefs, upon whom the bestowal 
of buttons of rank in conformity with pre- 
cedeut is solicited, are not those recorded 
in the papers relating to the Chau-tui ex- 
pedition, all that is mentioned being that 
they were bestowed upon the occasion of 
the expedition against the Nepaulese and 
others some time ago, omitting altogether 
to mention the particular year. It would be 
impossible, the Superintendency add, to 
bestow these buttons precipitately because 
the tribe now wishes to present tribute, and 
asthe department have no records from 
which they can discover what buttous feu- 
datory officials and chieftains should wear, 
and as the Imperial Resident in Tibet 
would of course have facilities for enquir- 
ing, they suggest that the Governor-General 
of Szechuen and the [Imperial Resideut iu 
‘Tibet should be instructed to unite in as- 
certaining full particulars and take action 
accordingly. 

With regard to the application of the 
Hutukt‘u for permission to send tribute at 
the same time as the Chamdo tribute, as 
this application was made in all sincerity, 
it would not, the department considered, 
be expediont to check such aspirations in 
the direction of civilisation. But as the ar- 
rangement was a novel one, and the Gover- 
nor-General had omitted to state whether 
or no the tribute would be sent to Peking 
for presentation at stated periods concur- 
rently with the Chamdo tribute, to men- 
tion of what the tribute would con- 
sist, and how many persons would accom- 
pany it, the Department could not give a 
vague assent to the request. Moreover, in 
view of the burdensome nature of the corvée 
imposed in the various provinces, they 
suggested that the Governor-General of 
Szechuen and the linperial Resident in 
Tibet should be called upon jointly to con- 
sider in detail the arrangements to be made 
and submit regulations with regard thereto 
to the Throne with a request for the signi- 
fication of the Imperial will upon the sub- 
ject. 

In conformity with his instructions, the 
Memorialist made the necessary enquiries, 
and he is now in receipt of a report from 
Shih Kuang-hai, Acting Subprefect of ‘Ta 
Chien-lu, and Chou Shang-ta, Commissary 
at Bathang, to the following effect ; 
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They find that Lo-tsung-léng-chia, a for- 


mer Lama of the Cha-liao tribe, was invest-. | 


ed in the 58th year of K‘ang Hai (1720) by 
Imperial Commaud with the rank and title 


of Nomén Han with the seal and patent: 


(Hao Chih) appertaining thereto. This 
patent was afterwards destroyed by fire 


with the temple in which it was deposited,: 


In the 24th year of the reign Oh‘ien Lung 
(1760), Lotsungpaténgtanpichits‘un was 
invested by Imperial Command with the 
rank and title of Hutukt'n Nomén Han, 


Propagator of the ‘‘ Yellow Doctrine.” Iu. 


the 19th year of Tao Kuang (1839) T‘u- 
téngchuliangeh‘iichichiats‘o was invested 
with an Imperial Patent, and in considera- 
tion of services in connection with the ex- 
pedition against the Nepaulese was invested 
in the 6:h year of Hsien Féng (1856) with 
the rank and hereditary title of SRR 
ABH EF. In the 5th year of 
Tung Chih (1866) Aowanglungtutanpichi- 
ta‘un, for services in connection with the 
suppression and pacification of the Ohau- 
tui tribe, was Imperially invested with the 
rank and title of Nomén Han Hutuktw 
and was granted a fresh Patent and Seal 
which has never been applied for. The 
Chief Abbot (k‘an pu) was Imperially in- 
vested with the rank and title of hwbilhan, 
and the Chieftains were honoured with the 
bestowal of Buttons and Feathers. These. 
facta are on record. 

It is proposed that the mission shall 
consist of the following persons :— 

1 Superior K‘an-pu or Abbot, with 4 
attendants, 

1 seme Ane (? Steward or Manager) 
with 3 avendants, 

1 Chief Interpreter with 2 attendants, 

1 Second Iuterpreter with 1 attendant, 

1 Translator with 1 attendant, 

2 Me (?) with 2 attondants. 

Sp (? Novices). 

Making 24 (? 25) in all. 

The tribute will consist of the following 
Articles ;— 

1 ‘ Felicitous hata.” 


; silver Munta By. 


‘Longevity Buddha” image of agate 
ee a special kind ( 


1 copy of the ** Buthday Service of 
Prayer” ( ? fe SB). 

1 Golden Pagoda, 

1 silver set of the 8 precious Emblems, 

200 bundles of tribute incense, 

10 squares of 39s (? squares of Tibetan 
carpet.) 

25 pieces of p‘uru cluth. 


“8 
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800 ounces of Ris F and BRE 
respectively (‘* Buddha’s hands” aud medl- 
cine) from Cha-liao, 

50 oz. of rhe. 

100 catties respectively of the medicine 
known as SPF, avd the fruit called 


1 tiger skin, 1 black tinted’ panther skin 
CB BF)- 

‘1 leopard skin (?2>$894), 1 tiger cat 
skin (? 303894), 1 grey fox skin 
(3B 7%). 1 fox ekin, aud 1 silver fox 
akin (? BMG). 

The above articles will be presented in 
the 12th year (1886), and in future similar 
tribute will be offered in the years in which 
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tribute is required from Chamdo, which | 


tribute that from Cha-liao will accompany. 

Lhe Memorialist would observe with re- 
ference to the above that there are no fixed 
characters for representing the sounds 


Nomén Han (22) Nomén Han (198) or 
Nimén Han. ‘Che heads of tribe in ques- 
tion have been the recipients of rank aud 
titles Imperially bestowed from tho times 
of K‘ang Hsi and Ch‘ien Lung down to 
the reigns Hsien Féug and Tung Chih. 
The Imperial sanction having now been 
given to the presentation of tribute by 
them, they are overjoyed and grateful be- 
yond measure, Under these circumstances 
he ventures to pray His Majesty of his 
goodness graciously to accede to the pro- 
posed arrangements with regard to the 
tribute to be offered and the constitution 
of the mission to be sent in the present 
year, and to allow similar tribute mis- 
sions to be sent hereafter to the Capital 
with those from Chamdo in the years in 
which the latter are ordained to be despatchi- 
oi, in order to further the aspirations 
which are sincerely cherished towards the 
Heavenly [centre], and in the direction of 
Civilisation. The same allowances for por- 
terage, etc. will be granted, man for man, 
as are made in the case of the Chamdv 
mission. 

Upon the present occasion the members 
of the mission will wear the buttons to 
which they are properly entitled, and after 
their arrival in Peking should they be for- 
tunate enough to be the recipients of the 
Imperial Bounty, the Nomén Han Hutuke‘u 
will be called upon to surrender the Patent 
and Seal originally received by him, when 
he shall have received the title of Achi 
Hutukt‘n, together with the new Patent 
and Seal which it is proposed to solicit for 
him. It is further requested that the title 
of Hubilhan may be bestowed upon the 


Google 


chief abbot Lotsungtantséng and that the 
Mongolian Superintendency may be direct- 
ed to determine liberal marks of distine- 
tion for the two chieftains Chabsiluhsiu 
and Aomipaiténgchiangts‘o. 

Reseript : Let it be as requested. Tho 
Yamén concerned will take cognizance, 

May 5th.—Prince Ch‘ing obtains ten 
day’s leave. 

(1) The Governor of Kueichow reports the 
trial and punishment of several individuals, 
amougst them a minor official from Canton 
on the expectant list, for forging the seal of 
the Financial Commissioner and stamping 
with it a number of spurious certificates or 
receipts for the purchase of minor grades 
of military rank which they sold in con- 
siderable numbers to confiding people and 
reaped a harvest of many hundred taels 
thereby. 

The chief offender, a type cutter by 
trade, who had copied the impressions of 
the Financial Commissioner’s seal affixed 
to a Proclamation, is sentenced to deca- 
pitation together with his chief accomplice. 
The minor official, convicted of being an 
accessory after the fact, is sentenced to 100 
blows aud banishment to a distance of 
1,000 Ui. 

May 6th.—Jui-chang, Judicial Com- 
missioner of Kiangsi, had audience of leave. 

A sub-memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral at Canton, 

Last year when there was an urgent call 
for the manufacture of gunpowder by the 
Canton province for the use of the various 
forts, and regiments in the province, as 
well as for the troops stationed beyond the 
frontier, the memorialist called upon Ad.- 
miral Fang Yao, Colonel Téug An-pang, 
aud others to establish branch factories for 
the experimental manufacture of gun- 
powder. 

The demand however for workmen at 
the time was so great that the quality of 
the work turned out variod considorably, 
while the machinery aud appliances avail- 
able differed matorially in quality, some 
being altogether worn out, and in the hurry 
aud pressure of the momentit wasimpossible 
to provide for every contingency. The two 
Commissioners of Finance and Justice and 
the Committee of Reorganisation sub- 
sequently reported at different times with 
reference to this matter that one Liu Ting, 
a aub-prefect, who had been deputed to 
organise a guupowder factory at Fatshan, 
had informed them that in consequence of 
working double time at the mauufacture 
of gunpowder for too long a period con- 
secutively, a fire was caused by the friction 
of the pestle in the mortar on the 22ud of 
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December 1884 which killed a number of 
workman, the Superintendent, and a 
manager, besides destroying some 8,000 
catties of powder. Another powder factory 
was struck by lightning on the Ist of June 
1885 which had been newly established at 
a place called Hsi Ts‘un, striking one 
workman dead, burning 8 chien of rooms 
in the factory, and causing over 10,000 
catties of gunpowder to explode, 6 workmen 
being killed by the explosion. 

Orders were at once given for the selec- 
tion of another site for the establishment 
of a gunpowder manufactory, and the 
liberal treatment of the sufferers, and in 
due course a site was selected at a place 
called San yuan Li in the Nan-hai 
District upon the property of a Literate, 
who declined to take any money for it, as it 
was wanted for public purposes. Some more 
adjoining land was bought, and upon the 
ground thus acquired, which had a creek 
rupningin frontof itand was clear, of houses 
at the back, 18 powder stores were built 
with a wall all round and quarters 
for soldiers and workmen outside. The 
total expenditure entailed was Tls. 21,659. 
The services of an expert who has 
been abroad and thoroughly understands 
the manufacture of gunpowder have been 
secured and arrangements have been made 
for the manufacture of powder on a new 
system. 

In conclusion the Memorialist suggests 
that as the accident at Fatshan was due to 
overpressive in experimentary work and 
that at Hsi Ts‘un was still less preventible 
by human agency, and as the Superinten- 
dent has moreover already been cashiered 
on other counts, no further notice need be 
taken of the occurrence. Compassionate 
marks of distinction are, however, solicited 
for the officers killed by the explosion. 

May 7th.—(1) A Sub-memorial from the 
Governor-General at Foochow. 

Durivg the pressure of business con- 
nected with maritime defence preparations 
in Fuhkien, the memorialist obtained His 
Majesty’s permission to be absolved from 
conformity with the time limitations assign- 
ed by law for the completion of various 
official acts. 

When the tension of defensive prepara- 
tions began to be relaxed the Memorialist 
was about to order his Provincial Com- 
mittee of administration to return to the 
system of limitation, when he received a 
letter from the Board of Revenue informing 
him that at their request His Majesty had 
been pleased to order that from the date of 
the issue of the Decree the limitations of 
time assigned by law for the completion of 
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various acts of official administration were 
to be reverted to. 

Orders to this effect were thereupon 
given to the Provincial Committee, and the 
Judicial Commissioner has now auggested 
that as cases of homicide and robbery under 
investigation come within the- category of 
matters governed by legal limitations :of 
time, the application of these limitations 
should also commence from the 21st of 
November, 1885. the date of the Decree: 
received by the Board of Revenue, . 

Rescript.—The Board concerned - will 
take coynisance. ; 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral of the Hu Kuang Provinces reporting 
the receipt of an application from Lo Chin- 
shén, Brigade General at I-ch‘ang, who 
was allowed last year to change his: name 
from Ho to Lo under circumstances which 
were earlier detailed (see Gazettes of 1885.) 
He states that having now resumed his 
proper name, he should revert to this 
original place of domicile to which his 
family belonged. This was Hui-chi Hsien 
in Chekiang, but the family afterwards 
moved, Liu-yang Hsien in Hunan. There 
are however, no members of the family 
remaining at either place to whom -he 
can attach himself, the Rebellion having 
swamped them all, and the Goneral 
now proposes to adopt as his place of 
domicile the town of P‘ing-chiang Hsien, 
which have been his head yuarters since 
his boyhood, where he has formed ties | 
by marriage, and has established a ceme- 
tery and ancestral hall. 

The application of the General i is in ac- 
cordance with law, but in view of the high 
rank he holds, the Memorialist considers it 
his duty to lay the facts before His Majesty 
and to solicit the Imperial sanction to the 
arrangement.—Request granted by Re- 
script. 

May 8th.—No documents of importance, 

May 9th.—No documents of importance. 

May 10th.—Féng Lieh, Secretary of the 
Taung-li Yamén, is appointed Deputy 
Commissioner of the Office of ‘I'ransmission. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shansi soliciting the bestowal of marks 
of Imperial favour upon an aged lady of 
ninety-one years, who has the felicity of 
seeing around her four generations of her 
children, viz.: her son, grandson, great- 
grandson, and great-great grandson, the 
Jatter of whom was born in January last.— 
Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

(3) In a Memorial from Ch‘ing-yii the 
Gevernor of Féng-t‘ien deprecating the 
abandonment as suggested by the Board 
of Civil Office of the present arrangement 
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under which rewards are allowed to. be 
solicited for services in connection with the 
suppression of brigandage, and the return 
to the recognised system of limitiny such 
rewards to actual military service, the 
Memorialist makes the following remarks 
in support of his application. 

During the early years of the reign 
T‘ang Ohih (1862 and onwards) brigandage 
was rampant in the Féng-t‘ien province, 
prevailing to such an extent thatit was more 
than the military forces could cope with. So 
Pee anxiety did this matter cause His 

ajesty, that the late grand secretary 
Wén-siang was sent thither with a force of 
Metropolitan troops. After the work of 
suppression had been completed by the 
Grand Secretary, Tu-hsing-a, the military 
Governor, was charged with the task of re- 
organisation and the elimination of the 
germs of lawlessness that had been left 
untouched. After the nine years in which 
he was engaged in this task, the lawless 
element was still uncrushed, aud serious 
disasters were caused by the rising at ‘Ta 
Tuug Kou and ‘T‘ung Kou on the eastern 
frontier. Iu the year 1875 a special force 
was again sent, this time under Ch‘ung- 
shih, the late Military Governor, who 
brought a contingent from Ku-pei K‘ou 
to assist in putting down the rising, order 
only being restored on the eastern frontier 
after his arrival, while internal quiet on 
the most rough scale was not secured until 
several search expeditions had been made 
for the prominent members of the rebellion 
and these had been put to death. 

From that time forward the successive 
governors of the province have never ven- 


authorities to carry out this policy, with 
the result that in less than two years’ time 
over 420 brigands have been captured and 
put to death. Punitive measures such as 
these cannot be considered anything but 
severe, aud none the lesa it has not been 
possible to clear the country entirely. Last 
winter a gang of brigauds some twenty and 
more in number, got into the Wei Ch‘ang, 
or Imperial Hunting Reserves, and into 
the Ch‘ang-t‘u country, plundering as they 
went along, and wounding the soldiers 
sent after them. Itrequired an organised 
expedition to be despatched, and troops to 
stop the exits by which they could make 
their escape, before the ringleaders could 
be caught and.summarily executed, after 
which the band dispersed. Hence, the 
slightest relaxation of vigilance would 
plunge the country into a condition of 
bondage to this class of criminals which 
it would be difficult to describe, 

The Memorialist concludes by the ex- 
pression of his opinion that if no induce. 
ments in the shape of advancement and 
promotion are held out to the military 
engaged in this important work, they will 
not apply themselves to it with zeal. He 
therefore hopes that services of the nature 
in queation may, as far as Féng-t‘ien is 
concerned, continue to be placed on the 
same footing as services rendered in actual 
warfare, 

Referred to the Board of Civil Office. 

May 11th,—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the extent of four inches and 


/upwards of saturation, 


tured to relax their vigilance in the matter - 


of the seizure of brigands, the yearly. 
uumbers of these that were arrested and 
put to death varying from one to three 
hundred, and it is to this vigilance that 
highwaymoen owe their inability to run riot 
over the country. Iu spite of the precau- 
tions taken, instances constantly occur in 
which opportunities are seized by this class 
of crimiuals surreptitiously to break out 
within the limits of the province and to 
associate themselves with their fellows 
beyond the border. Not a year passes in 
which several instances of resistance to the 
Imperial troops and the wounding of the 
latter by these people do not occur. None 
the less, the exercise of vigilant supervi- 
gion and uncompromising arrests succeed 
in preventing them from getting too bold 
at lawless, and since the Memourialist’s 
assumption of office he has given repeated 
dnatructions to the garrisou authorities, and 


also to the local Manchu and Chiuese 
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(1) Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Military Commis- 
sioner iu Formosa, submits a further list 
of officers, from General downward, who 
succumbed to the climate of Formosa since 
the end of December, 1835. 

(2) A joint Memorial from Liu, Chin- 
t‘ang, Governor of the New Dominion, and 
Hai-lun, Imperial Agent at Hami and Act- 
ing Governor of Ili, reporting, in obedience 
to Imperial Command, their opinion that 
the newly created military Commandant 
at Ku-ch‘éng (Guchen) which is to become 
the head-quarters of the Manchu regiments 
from Pa-li-k‘un and other places tranafer- 
red to that town, should be under the juria- 
diction of the Governor -of the New Do- 
minion. 

(3) Ts‘en Yii-ying, Governor-General of 
Yiinuan and Kueichow, applies, at the 
request of the Financial Commissioner, for 
the followlug scale of special pay to be 
allotted to the officers to be stationed at 
Pai-Me Kuan, where either the General 
from K‘ai-hua or Liu-yuan is to reside 
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during the autumn and wiuter mouths, and 
at Ménv-tzi Hsien, where a Major’s com- 
mand has been established. 









Tis, 
Brigadier General, maintenance 
BLOW ANCE ..cccscccerecccessssccercssece 2,000 
Major ...scccsccsessccesesscceneese we 550 
Firat Oaptain .....cccscssscsscecees - 380 
Seoond Captain ...... sssseee 260 
Lierrtenant ...cccccccrecsersrscscsceee 180 
Sergeant ....... . 120 
Corporal ......scsecceceeee evsessenee 0 


In explanstion of this application it is 
stated that Ma-pai Kuan and Méng-tzit 
Heaien are both situated on the frontier in 
a very unhealthy locality, and a similar 
system of increased allowances is in force 
at Teng yiieh (Momein) and Lung-ling, 
but the scale for Ma-pai Kuan and Méng. 
tzti Hsien has been fixed at a somewhat 
higher rate. 

Referred to the Board of Revenue. 

(4) 4 Memorial from Ch‘ing-yii, Gover- 
nor of Féng-t'ien applying at the instance 
of the Tao-t‘ai at Newchwang, for permis- 
sion to incur an annual expenditure of 
Tis. 900 odd in the maintenance of the 
eight junks which were bought with the 
object of being filled with stones and sunk 
in the river, if occasion required, as a de- 
feusive measure. 

The Tao-t‘ai explains that these junks 
have to be taken ashore and dry-docked 
during the winter, and this treatment 
causes wear and tear to the hull, «s does 
also the continuous exp:sure to all weathers 
to which the boats are subjected while 
lying stationary in the water year after 
year, He puts down the annual cost of 
caulking at Tis. 40 per junk or Tls. 320 for 
the lot, and makes up the rest of the sum 
required by waves for two hands on each 
boat to shift moorings at change of tide 
at Tis, 3.2 per mensem or ‘'I'ls, 600 per 
annum for the lot. The Tac-t‘ai also 
states that minor repairs to the junks 
will be necessary every five years and a 
thorough overhauling every ten years for 
which estimates will be presented when 
the time arrives, but the Memorialist has 
told him that he can postpone considera- 
tion of that question for the time being, 
as jucks to be filled with stones and sunk 
are not on the same footing precisely as 
war junke or carrying vessels. 

Resc:ipt : The Board concerned will take 
cognisance, 

May 12th.—Prince Ch‘un requested in- 
structions on his departure for Tientsin 
and was received in audience, as was also 
General Shan-ch‘ing Deputy Controller of 
the Admiralty Department, 
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(1) A Decree acknowledging the re- 
ce:pt of a Memorial from the Bo»rd of 
Revenue reporting that they have as- 
certained the particulars regarding the 
frauds connected with the double issue 
of pay to Baunermen (see Gazette of 
17th Javuary), and the manner in which 
the amounts at i-sue are to be made good. 
A code of rules drawn up by trem is sub- 
mitted with the report, 

Upon the attention of the Throne heing 
directed to the drawiny of pay by Banner- 
men 'n excess of what they were entitled 
t-, the Lieutenants-General of the different 
Banners were directed tu furnish the Board 
with full particulars of the number of their 
men obtained from a scrutiny of their re- 
gister &c., and the Board have now as- 
certained from the lists furnixhed by the 
diff rent Banners that as much as Tis, 
12 500 and upwards have been issued in 
excess of what onght to have been paid. 
The obligation to make this good must 
necessarily be imposed upon some one 
and the proposals of the Board with regard 
to its repayment in instalments are to be 
given effect to, the time for the payment 
of the whcle amount being. limited to six 
months, . 

The Secretaries in the Pay Department 
of the Board of Revenue, whose special duty 
it is to check the registers, must have 
failed to exercise the slightest scrutiny 
when the Bannermen came to draw their 
pay, nor can the chiefs of Board esc«pe 
blame for their failure to discover what 
was going on. 

With the exception, therefore, of the 
second class Iuterpreter Chung-ying. who 
was the first to discover the frauds and is 
consequently absolved fr:m punishment, 
all the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of 
the Pay Department, are tu be handed over 
to the Buard for the determination of a 
penalty, 

The clerks in the Pay Department must 
be severely punished for the fraudulent 
practices of which they have been guilty, 
aud as the proposal of the Board that 
they should receive 60 blows and be 
banished for a year is not sufficient to mark 
the gravity of their offence, it is ordered 
that they receive 100 blows and be ban- 
ished for three years, 

A system of abuse in the drawing of pay 
by the Banner Corps seems to have taken 
deep root and will have to be eradicated by 
conscientious effort. The Regulations in 
ten articles now drawn up by the Board 
of Revenue appear comprehensive enough 
in scope, and will be given effect to for th 
future. : 
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(2) The Governor-General of Yiiunan 
‘and Kueichow reports the receipt of a letter 
from Chou Té-jun, one.of the Toneking 
Boundary Ovmmissioners, announcing the 
death of Tu Hou-p‘ei, a clerk in the 
Teungli Yaméu, whom the Commissioner 
had teken with him. Tu Hou-p‘ei was 
attacked by Malaria while travelling in 
Yitunan, and died ata place called Shan- 
mu Chiao in the Pao-ning District upon 
the 18th of November 1885. The usual 
posthumous mark: of compassion are soli- 
ated for the deceased aud granted by Re- 
script. 

(3) The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow requests the issue of fresh 
seals of office to certain officials whose 
posts have, under Imperial Command, been 
somewhat differently allotted. 

Some time since the Memorialist sug- 
pie the following changes in the distri- 
uation of officials on the Yiinnan frontier. 

a The Brigade Generals of K‘ai-hua 

and Liu-yiiay to reside during the autumn 
and winter months at Ma-pai Kuan and 
Mény-tzi Heien respectively. 
__ 6. A Major from the ceutral battalion of 
the K‘ai-hua force to reside permanently 
at Ma-pai Kuan, another « ajor being ap- 
pointed to reside at K‘ai-hua, 

ce. An additional Major to be added to 
the Lin.) iixn Division to reside permanently 
at Méng-tzit Heien. 

d The Sub Prefect of Shuang Shui 
Tang to be removed to Ko-chiu Ch‘ang 


(GAR). Together with fresh distribu- 
tions ot minor officers too numerous to 
mention. 

Drawings of the seals required are sub- 
mitted with a request that the Buard of 
Ceremonies may be iustrueted to have 
them cast accordingly. 

May 13th —(1) The Governor of Shensi 
reports the trial and execution of a man 
and his psramour who murdered the husb- 
and of the latter in ovld blood. 

The man, whose name was Tséng, had 
formed a liason with a married woman 
called Yang, which had gone on undis- 
covered for some time. The husband of 
the woman having subsequently reason to 
suspect the faithfulnes of his wife from the 
equivocal position in which he one day 
found her with 'I'séng, extorted a confession 
of guilt from her, and though at the instance 
of @ female relative he did not put his wife 
away, he treated her thenoeforward with 
great harshness and prevented all further 
Communication with ‘I'séug. 

Tsdvg determined to kill Mr. Yang, and 
aig the consent of his paramour. Mr. 
"Yang being a bigger man than himself he 
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hired two friends, bréthers, at 4,000 cash 
and a piece of cloth a-piece, to help him 
when opportunity was offered. This oppor- 
tunity was «ffuorded by a wedding to 
which Mr. Yang went and from which he 
returned, to Tséng’s knowledge, very 
drunk. After consultation, therefure, with 
his paramour, Tséng returned with his 
two assistants and they were let into the 
house by the woman Yang, who took them 
into her husband’s room and stood by 
while the murder was committed Tréng 
got on to the K‘ang, and sitting astride of 
the slee:ing man, who was lying on his 
back, seized him by the throat, while one 
of his assistants held the victim’s arms aud 
another his legs, and he was very shortly 
throttled, 


The woman has been sentenced to death 
by the slow process, the mau Tedng to 
summary decapitation, and his two accom- 
plices to strangulation, 

(2) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces reports the despatch of 
the first instalment of the subsidy due 
this year to Peking from the salt likin of 
Hupeh. This likin is charged for the year 
1886 with « contribution of Tls. 100,000 
to the Board of Revenue and Tis, 50,000 
to the Office of the Imperial Household. 

May 14th.—(1) A decree directing the 
following officers to vacate their posts and 
come to Peking for presentation at Court : 

Liang Ch‘in-ch‘én, T'sotai at Wuhu, 
Heia Haien-yiin, Grain Intendant of Hunan, 
the prefects of Fu-ning, Fuhkien, Huchou, 
and Ch‘ii-chow in Ché«iang, Wuting, Shan- 
tung, Kuang-nan iu Yiinnan, aud Ta-ting 
in Kueichow. 

(2) A memorial from Tu-ka-ésh, Vice- 
Warden of the Marches, Uliasut‘ai, report- 
ing the re-establishment, after considerable 
difficulty and delay, of the twenty-two 
Karuns, on frontier stations in the region 
of Chin Shan (the Golden mountain) and 
Wéng-hsiang Shan on the South West 
borders of the country occupied by the 
Dzaesakt‘u and Sain-noin tribes under 
the rule of the governor of Uliasut‘ai. 
These frontier stations are maintained by 
the two tribes who furnish the officers and 
men for them, 160 in all, with one superin- 
tendent, who is appointed annually by each 
tribe in them, The posts were withdrawn 
in 1871 in consequence of the disturbed 
state of the country followed by the 
Mahommedan rising in 1873, but their 
restitution wes ordered by the Memorialiat, 
and has at leugth been effected after repea- 
ted appeals fur delay om the part of the 
tribes concerned. 
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May 15th.—(1) Sfuang-fu §#7@]), one 
of the Secretaries of the Tsungli Yamén, is 
appointed Taotai at Wuhu. 

(2) A memorial from P‘eng Yii-lin, who 
styles himself Imperial Cummissioner for 
the inspection of the Yangtsze Navy and 
President of the Board of War, reporting 
the date of his proposed departure for his 
home and his intention of carrying out the 
work of naval inspection on his way thither. 

As already reported to His Majesty, the 
Memorialist left Canton by steamer on the 
14th of February last, and came to Che- 
kiang, where he intended to remain until 
he had completed his Canton accounts of 
expenditure, recruiting his health at the 
same time. 

The accounts are now finished, but the 
memorialist’s health is no better. His hands 
are still numb, and since the spring set 
in he has been attacked with a number of 
his old ailments simultaneously, The 
doctors tell him that his constitution is 
enfeebled by age, and he canuot hope for a 
rapid recovery even under proper treat- 
ment. 


He has swallowed quantities of medi- 
cine, but is worse, if anything, than before, 
so he proposes to start for his home (in 
Hunan) on the 13th of May by boat, and, 
travelling up stream, to inspect the Yang- 
teze navy as he goes, crippled as he is by 
sickness, After arrival at his home he will 
furnish a report to His Majesty upon the 
result of his investigations, 

Rescript : We have taken cognisance, 


(3) A Joint Memorial from Hsiyiisn, 
Governor of Kirin, aud En-tsé, the Lieut- 
enant-Governor, reporting the conclusion 
of the usual patrol of the ginseng producing 
ground in that province. 


In the year 1854, on the recommenda- 
tion of the authorities to His Majesty, the 
gathering. of ginseng in the prod&cing 
districts of Kirin was suspended, and under 
regulations which have been in force ever 
since, officers are sent every spring, 
autumn and winter to see that they are 
not trespassed upon. In the summer, 
when vegetation is more Juxuriant, and 
a watch against trespassers is specially 
important, the inspection has to be con- 
ducted under the personal superintendence 
of the Deputy Lieutenants General of the 
‘Sinner’ and *‘ outer” towns, an annual 
report being submitted to the Throne. 

The Memorialists beg to report that all 
the inspections have been held at the 
proper periods by special officers (whose 
names are given), and it has been ascertai- 
ned that there has been uo surreptitious 
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digging up of the ginseng roots in the 
depths of the mountains. 

May 16th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Shautung reporting serious 
breaches in the embankments of the Yellow 
River. 

‘The Memorialist, as His Majesty is 
aware, had received a month’s respite from 
his duties to recruit his health, which was 
followed by the bestowal of another month’s 
leave. As this second month drew to a 
close the Memorialist’s health was very 
nearly re-established when the period of 
‘¢ Peach freshets ” came round, and reports 
were received by him to the effect that 
from the 4th to the 9th of April the water 
had already risen 6 feet 3 iuches, a height 
which was abnormal. Ag the protection of 
the. river works became a matter of 
urgent importance the Memorialist can- 
celled his leave on the LOth of April 
and was on the pvint, ill though he felt, 
of going in person to see to the safety 
of the embankments, when, on the 12th of 
April, a report was received from the 
Chang-ch‘iu Magistrate that the embank- 
ment at Wu Chia Sai had overflowed dur- 
ing the fourth watch upon the 8th inst, in 
consequence of the abnormal height of the 
river, combined with high wind aud heavy 
rain, The Chi-yang Magistrate also re- 
ported an overflow at An Chia Miao. On 
the 13th the same Magistrate reported a 
breach in the ‘‘people’s embankment” at 
at Wang Chia Ch‘iian the water escaping 
through which carried away the great 
embankment at Ho Chia Chuang. On the 
same day the Magistrate of Hui-min re- 
ported breaches at Yao Chia K‘ou and 
another point on the northern bank simul- 
taneously, the water from which rushed 
upon the embankments at Ch‘éu Chia Miao 
and Jéu Ch‘én Chuang, where two breaches 
were made, 


Upon receipt of this news the Memori- 
alist at once sent P‘an Chiiu-wén, ex-Pro- 
vincial Judge, to ascertain the extent of 
the disaster, and that officer returned to 
Chi-nau Fu on the 24th of April with a 
report of which the following is a digest, 

Overflow at Wu-Chia Sai and An Chia 
Miao kept in hand and the embankments 
safe. 


Bresch at Yii Chia Ch‘iian 800 feet 
wide, causing second breach at Ho Chiao 
Chuang 440 feet wide, with a depth varying 
from 4 feet to 10. 

Breach at T‘ao Chia K‘on 670 feet wide, 
with a varying depth of from 1 fvot to 18 
feet. Six breaches in the Ch‘éu Chia Miao 
and Jén Ch‘éu Chuang embankments, with 


May 16—18.] 


Cr 





a total width of 200 feet and a depth of 6 to 
10 feet. 
After careful consideration of the sub- 


ject with the River Works Committee, the | 


Memorialist has come to the conclusion 
that as at the present moment there is water 
on either side of the embankments and con- 
sequently no place from whence to get earth 
to close the breaches, it will be very difficult 
to get to work, even he tried to stop the 
gaps. With the deposits of silt in the lower 
sections of the river and the summer 
freshets close at hand it would be impossible 
to guard against accident, and one breach 
would only be closed for another to occur 
elsewhere. 

The Memorialist goes on to observe that 
during the past 32 years, ever since the 
Yellow River took an easterly course, 
breaches towards the south have only 
vcourred four times, while onthe northern 
side breaches have occurred more than 
twenty times, showing that the tendency of 
the Yellow River is to make for the T‘u-hai 
River. Last year the Memorialist pro- 

osed to take measures for allowing the 

iver to find an outlet by the T‘u-hai 
River, and the project met with His 
Majesty's approval, but it was abandoned 
in consequence of the popular opposition. 
He uow proposes to leave the breaches at 
Wang Chiu Ch‘iian and Yao Chia K‘on 
open, and to provide them with sluices 
aud earthworks on either side to keep the 
water within bounds, suspending any 
further action until after the summer 
freshets, when he will be able to decide on 
the action to be taken. 

He concludes with the reflection that he 
is a man of limited ability and feeble 
health, who has failed during the last three 
years to show any results whatever for his 
work. He therefore prays His Majesty to 
dismiss him and to tind some more compet- 
ent officer to succeed him. He also sug- 
gests the infliction of penalties upon certain 
subordinate officers who are responsible 
for the mishap which has now occurred. 
(See Gazette of May Ist.) 

May 17th.—I P‘ei-shéu, Financial Com- 
miasioner of Kiangsu, arrived in Peking 
and was received in audience. 

Baichén, Chief Examiner at the recent 
examinations, and his colleagues reported 
themselves at the Palace upon the conclu- 
sion of their labours. 

(1) The Governor-General at Nanking 
reports the despatch by the Canal routes 
of the tribute rice due from the four Pre- 
fectures of Chiang-ning, Huai-an, Yang- 
chou, Hsii-chou and the sub-prefecture of 
Tung Chou for the past year. The total 
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amount of grain sent forward, inclusive of 
waste allowance, etc., is piculs 130,781.2- 
94, and the boats started northward on 
the 7th of April. 

(2) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, reports the ne- 
cessity of constructing residences for the 
general officers who are now to be quartered 
during the winter and autumn months at 
Ma-pai Kuan and Méng-tzii respectively, 
together with numerous other quarters, 
walls, gun towers etc., at various places on 
the frontier at which garrisons are now to 
be stationed. Tis. 20,000 have been appro- 
priated from the provincial Treasury for 
this purpose, and a subscription list has 
been set on foot by the memorialist who 
has subscribed Tls. 1,000 in order to en- 
courage the local officials and grutry to 
come forward with contributions. ‘The 
population contained in the Lin-yuan 
and K‘ai-hua Divisions numbers several 
hundred thousand families, and if these 
each contribute sums from three mace to 
four or five taels according to their circum- 
stances a large sum may possibly be coll- 
ected—Progress will be duly reported to 
His Majesty, 

May 18th.—Lu Shih-chieh, Financial 
Commissioner of Kiangsi, paid his respects 
upon arrival in Peking and was received 
in audience, 

(1) A memorial from the Governor of the 
New Dominion asking His Majesty’s sanc- 
tion to the postponement of the observance 
of certain restrictions upon the infliction 
of capital punishment and the penalty of 
bunishment suggested by the Board of 
Punishments and approved by His Majesty. 

These restrictions were as follows : 

a. Criminals convicted of crimes punish- 
able by summary execution were not to be 
executed until their case had been reported 
to the Throne and the sentence had been 
confirmed by the Board. 

b. Criminals sentenced to execution 
placed in the category of those whose sen- 
tence should be carried out in the same year 
after the autumn revision of the condemned 
lists were to await the autumn revision 
before the death penalty could be inflicted. 

c. Criminals sentenced to bunishment in 
the degrees of chitn, liu or t‘u were to be 
bunished to the north in the case of men 
from the south, and to the south in the 
case of men from the north, 

While respectfully recognising herein the 
quality of mercy which actuates the Court 
in the imposition of capital punishment or 
the imprisonment of its subjects, the con- 
ditions of the New Dominion differ so 
widely from those prevalling in the eighteen 


provinces proper, that it is inexpedient to 
give immediate effect to the Board’s 
suggestions, 

In the New Dominion there is a mixed 
population of Mongols and Mussulmans of 
every sort aud kind who live in a state of 
disorder and confusion, and are guiltless of 
any respect for law. Add to this the wide 
area over which jurisdiction has to be ex- 
ercised and the consequent difficulty of 
close supervision, which results in frequent 
and sudden outbreaks on the part of dis- 
banded braves who manage to secrete 
themselves in the country. Men of this 
class regard robbery and murder as inci- 
dents of the most common occurrence, 
Some time ago the Memorialist asked His 
Majesty’s sanction to the introduction of 
certain modifications in the authorised 
procedure in cases of murder and robbery, 
in order to stop homicide by a similar pen- 
alty, but the efforts of the past few years 
have failed to eradicate crimes of this 
nature, the fact being that the population 
have become so deeply imbued with lawless- 
ness that reform is not to be effected in a 
short space of time. 

By existing law the New Dominion is 
placed on a different footing from the pro- 
vinces proper, for robbery or murder in 
broad daylight by soldiers or official under- 
lings is punishable by summary execution, 
the sentence being carried out simulta- 
neously with the despatch of a report to the 
Throne. Even in the provinces proper con- 
stitutional usage in the matter of capital 
punishment has not yet beeu absolutely 
reverted to, robbery and murder by dis- 
banded irrgulars, for instance, being puni- 
shable by summary execution on the spot ; 
andas the New Dominion has only recently 
been placed under civil adwinistration and 
is not yet properly provided with gaols, 
there would be a risk of prisoners under 
sentence of death escaping from custody if 
they were incarcerated for any length of 
time. 

In view of the above considerations the 
Memorialist hopes that His Majesty will 
allow the modified rules to continue to be 
adhered to in the case of crimes punishable 
by the sliciug process, and by summary 
decapitation or strangulation, as well as 
those placed in the category of those in 
which the death penalty is inflicted after 
the first autumn revision in the lists sub- 
mitted for scrutiny and “pricking” by 
His Majesty at the antumn assize, periodi- 
cal returns being submitted to the Throne 
and sent to the Board. 

The Memorial concludes with certain 
suggestions regarding the disposal of cri- 
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minals liable to less severe forms of punish- 
ment. - 

Rescript : Let it be as requested. 

May 19th.—(1) Fu Jun OSI) is ap- 
pointed Salt Comptroller of Shautung. 

(2) A Memorial from Chang Yao, Gov- 
ernor of Kuangsi, reporting the result of 
the survey of the Yellow River which he 
was instructed to make, and submitting for 
His Majesty’s approval the plana of the 
works he proposes should be undertaken. 

As already reported to His Majesty, the 
Memorialist arrived within the confines 
of Wu-ting Fu upon the 1st of February 
last, and from thence he purposed pro- 
ceeding down stream first to inspect the 
courses of the Yellow and T‘u-hai Rivers 
respectively into the sea, 

Following the northern bank of the 
T‘u-hai River, he went to Liu-chung 
Chén (Fe S5 BD) in the Chan-hua District 


or, as it is also called, Liu-chung K‘ou. 
The action of the current and the tide at 
this place during the last three or four 
years have cut away the banks till the 
channel is from 500 to 600 feet wide with 
a varying depth of from 20 to 40 feet. 70 
@ from Liu-chung K‘ou, following the 
course of the river, brings one to Ch‘én 
Chia Miao (BRR a); and another 74 14 
to the mouth. From Ch‘en Chia Miao 
downwards the river widens and the chan- 


nel gets deeper, while in the vicinity of 


the mouth itself the country is uninhabited, 
The people and boatmen at Ch‘én Chia 
Miao unanimously assured the Memorialist 
that sea-going junks of a small type used 
to come up to that place and that of late 
large junks had been able to reach it, 
After inspecting the course of the T‘u- 
hai into the sea with the results above 
described, the Memorialist proceeded to 
carry his inspection from Ch‘én Chia Miao 
to T‘ieh-mén Kuan (QEPARH), in the 
vicinity of which the river is from 2,300 to 
2,400 feet broad with a varying depth of 
from 10 to 7 feet. 25 li below T‘ieh-mén 
Kuan there is a large embankment on the 
northern side which runs from Hsiao Shén 
Miao (i gt iq), past Erh Ho Kai (= jig 
and Mu Li ‘’sui (HE ) to the river’s 


mouth. In the main channel there is a 
depth of 13 to 16 feet and in the broader 
places where the sand banks occur a bound- 
less waste meets the eye. These hard sand 
flats occur at intervals below Mu Li Tsui, 
and the consequence is that the drainage 
is impeded at the river’s mouth. 

Having discovered the state of the mouth 
of the Yellow River as above described, 
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the Memorialist then retraced his steps and 
proceeded up the river, the course of which 
he followed from Li-chin Hien examining 
every section of it as he went along as far 
as a point between Chi-yang Hsien and 
Ch‘i-ho Hsien, which forms the central 
section of the ‘Iu-hai River, and into which 
the overtiow from the breaches that occur 
ear after year on the bank of the Yellow 
iver empties itself. 

He found that the T‘u-hai River from 
Liu-i Hsien down to a poiut above Liu- 
chung Chén is too narrow to contain the 
water, causing disastrous overflows to the 
eastward. ‘I'he area sv flooded tu the south 
of the river is the widest, but the villages 
are sparsely distributed in that part and 
half the population has migrated. 


The Memorialist also travelled over the 
line of the Ch‘i River along its northern 
bauk by Ch‘ung-ch‘ing Hsien and 'ung-a 
Hsien as far as Chang-ch‘iu Chén, and 
then went westwards, still following the 
course of the river, by P‘u Chou and Fan 
Hsien. He fouud that au old embank- 
ment existed from a point in the Shou- 
chang District right away to Hua Hsien in 
Honan, the length of which was about 260 
li, Since the Yellow River changed its 
course there has been pressure on this 
embankment, known as the Chin ‘Ti 
(B32), but it has been never carried 


away. A subsequent trend to the south- 
ward in the course of the river caused the 
construction of the embankment called the 
Lin Huang ‘Ti (HE HFS), but although the 


Chin Ti is now, comparatively speaking, 
at a distance from the Yellow River, it 
should none the less, in view of the un- 
certainty of the course which that river 
may take, be repaired aud put in proper 
order. 

The embankments from the Grand Canal 
westward to and up stream both in the 
limits of Chihli and Shantung are all in 
good order, but there are two dangerous 
points at Sun Chia Lou (FRB) and 
Ohia Chuang where the ground is low and 
the pressure considerable, In the upper 
part of the river the channel is wide enoush 
to hold the water in fluod time and if the 
great embankment will only stand there is 
no fear of accident. 

As regards the river from the eastern 
bank of the Grand Canal down to Wei 
Chia Lin (BASS $k) in Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien, 
a distance of sume 230 li, as the country is 
hilly to the southward there is no danger 
from overflows. ‘There is a large embank- 
mont from Kua Chien T‘ai (Hee) to the 
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north of the river, all the way to the Ch‘i 
River, the most dangerous points along 
the line of which are Huang Chia Tu 
(BRE) and Tou Fu Wo (BEB.) 

Hrom Shang-ho Hsien and Li-ch‘éng 
Hsien downwards, as far as Li-chin Hsien, 
the channel is narrow and the bed is raised, 
the water from the Yellow River flowing 
on both sides of the ‘ People’s embank- 
ment” from Ho Wang Chuang to Qh‘i- 
tung Hsien and P‘u-t‘ai Hsien. ‘The plan 
that suggests itself for the moment, there- 
fore, is to do everything to protect the 
further embankment on the southern bank 
while adding a ‘‘people’s embankment” 
on the northern bank. Below T‘ieh-mén 
Kuan on the northern side of the river 
there is an embankment 25 li in length 
which must be supplemented by a similar 
one on the southern bank, 

After proceeding to describe many other 
sections of the River and his views thereon, 
the Memorialist goes ou to say that after 
much epistolary correspondence with the 
Governor of the province, whose views are 
identical with his own, they have come to 
the conclusion that as the condition of the 
Yellow River in its lower sections is such 
as to be in constant danger of overflowing, 
the most important measure of the moment 
is to distribute the volume of water, a 
theory already enunciated by the Censor 
Huang Heii, by Yi Yén-pin, a Member of 
the Han-lin, and by the Vice-President 
Yu Po-ch‘uan, ‘This it is proposed to do 
by connecting the Yellow and T‘u-hai 
Rivers at a place below the Ch‘i River 
between Li Chia An ( ) and Chao 


Chuang ($95) by building embankments 


about 10 ¢2 in length and thus forming a 
connection between the two rivers (? The 
Yellow aud Ch‘i Rivers). The channel of 
connection with the T‘u hai River (and 
Ch‘i River?) will have to be cleared over 
a length of about 80 li, and the T‘u-hai 
River itself must be dredged from Tien 
Chia K‘ou (FART) in Lin-i Hsien down 
to Liu-chung Chéu in Chan-hua Hsien, a 
distance of some 230 /i, to auniform depth 
of 15 feet with a width of 240 feet, the 
earth taken out being piled up on either 
side. ‘I'welve sluices will also have to be 
constructed (of which the Memorialist 
gives the dimensions with considerable de- 
tail) each sluice being estimated to cost 
Tis. 20,000. ‘The estimates for the dredg- 
ing and construction of embankments as 
above suggested will be prepared in the 
usual way by the Governor. 

Referred by earlier decree to the Board 
of Works, 
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May 20th.—(1) Ch‘éng-hsiin (SR 3) 
is appointed Grain Intendant of Shantung. 

(2) A further Memorial from Chang Yao 
reporting, in obedience to Imperial com- 
mand, the result of his survey of the old 
chaunel of the Yellow River with a view 
to seeing whether the River could be led 
back into its original bed. 

The conclusions he has come to after a 
careful survey of the whole line of country 
from Lan-i Hsien in Honan to Ch‘ing-ho 
Hsien in Kiangsu, over 900 li, besides 
surveys in other directions extending over 
some 300 li, is that while it would undoub- 
tedly save Shantung from its troubles 
could the Yellow River be brought back 
to its old course, there are three insuper- 
able difficulties in the way. ‘Ihese are 
as follows :— 

1.—The enormous expense of clearing 
the old bed and reconstructing the em- 
bankments, at present cut in numbers of 
places, which would cost millions of taels. 

2.—The dispossession of the farmers who 
have settled upon the bed of the old river. 

3.—The serious consequences that might 
result from the influx of the Yellow River 
into the Hung-tsé Lake which is at present 
used as a feeder to the Grand Canal. 

He repeats the assertions made in the 
Memorial published in yesterday’s issua, 
that the secret of success in the prevention 
of disaster, lies iu distributing the volume 
of water in the present channel and allow- 
ing it to get to the sea by subsidiary 
courses, and adds that although the old 
channel cau not be reverted to, it may be 
possible to make use of it for taking off a 
portion of the water in the present channel. 

May 21st.—Shao-ch‘i late Governor of 
Ch‘ahar, and now President of the Mon- 
golian Superintency, paid his respects upou 
arrival in Peking. 

The date of the Palace Examination of 
the successful candidates at the recent 
examination for the highest degree is fixed 
by Imperial Decree for the 31st of May. 


May 22ud.—No documents of importance. 


May 23rd.—(1) A Decree: On receipt of 
the reports submitted to us by Chang Yao 
upon the results of his inspection of the 
condition of the Yellow River in Shantung, 
together with the measures he proposes to 
take for utilising the old chaunel of the 
River, we referred them to the Board of 
Works with directions to give the matter 
their careful consideration and to report 
their views to the Throne. 

The Board now report that they have 
given the memorials submitted by Chang 


Yao minute consideration, and they solicit | 
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the issue of commands directing action to 
be taken in various particulars, 

The Yellow River has been repeatedly 
embanked during the last years and has as 
often burst or overflowed the embankments, 
the cause being eutirely due to the want of 
free communication with the sea at its 
mouth, where silt has accumulated in the 
bed of the stream, preventing the water 
from going anywhere. Chang Yao now 
proposes to construct stone dams fitted with 
sluice boards at a point between Li Chia An 


(SREB) and Chao Chuang (#495) and 


at the same time to deepen the bed of 
the channel as far as Liu-chung Chén, in 
order to furnish communication with the 
'‘u-hai River. He further proposes to 
heighten and widen the embankments of 
the T‘u-hai River that already exist, adding 
new ones in places where there are none, 
His plans seem adapted under present 
circumstances to afford a proper escape 
for the water, and we accordingly com- 
mand the said Governor, in concert 
with Ch‘én Shih-chieh, to select com- 
petent officers tu estimate the cost. of 
the undertaking, after which they will 
solicit a grant of funds and proceed with 
the work forthwith. We further direct that 
effect be given in due order to the proposed 
erection of additional embankments below 


Tieh-mén Kuan (SRP EA), the cleaning 
out of the canal of derivanou known as the 
Ch‘uan-tzi Ho (iF 3M), and the employ- 
ment of dredgers for keeping the channel 
constautly clear. 

Chang Yao being the high officer speci- 
ally deputed for that purpose, the consi- 
deration and execution of river works is 
his special function, and he must devote 
himself withgenuine earnestness of purpose 
tothe carrying out of this task, regardless of 
unpopularity or disfavour, in the hope that 
the work he does may prove of real service 
while there is no waste of public money. It 
is most essential that he does not show 
even a semblance of shifting this charge on 
to the shoulders of others. 

With regard to his statement that it will 
be possible to draw off some 30 per cent of 
the flow of the Yellow River into the Sou- 
thern River (the old channel), as the Go- 
vernor speaks from personal knowledge of 
the facts, these must naturally be correct. 

The Yellow River has taken a northerly 
course for now more than thirty years, 
and before giving effect to the project for 
reducing its volume by leading a portion 
of it back into the old channel, further 
and careful enquiries will have to be made 
in order to determine whether there are 
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objections to the arrangement, that the 
matter may be given the importance it de- 
serves and the vital interests of the people 
be duly protected. Chang Yao will con- 
sult therefore as to the scheme for leading 
a portion of the Yellow River back into 
{ta old channel with Teéng Kuo-ch'‘iian 
(Governor-General at Nanking) Sung-chiin 
(Director General of the Yellow River), 
Wei Jung-kuang (Governor of Kiangsu) 
Ch‘én Shih-chieh (Governor of Shantung) 
and Pien Pao-ch‘iian (Governor of Honan) 
reporting the result of these deliberations 
to the Throne. 

May 24th.—A joint Memorial from the 
Governor General of the two Kuang Pro- 
vinces and the Governor of Kuangsi. 

On the 6th and 10th of September 1885 
the Memorialists had the honour to receive 
despatches from the Grand Council com- 
munuicating the text of Imperial Decrees 
dated the 14th of August with reference tu 
the importance of the frontier gates of 
Chéun-nan and Ma-pai by which communi- 
Cation was maintained between Tongking 
and Kuangsi and Yiinnan respectively. 

The Memorialists, on receipt of His 
Majesty’s commands, proceeded to give 
the matter their careful consideration in 
council, and they have now respectfully to 
observe that along the southern frontier of 
Kuangsi, which has a sinuous length of 
over 2,000 lt, the number of strategical 
points or passes as originally established is 
109, in addition to 66 guard stations. 
These are contiguous to the provinces of 
Langson, Caobany and Tuyéne Kouang in 
Annam, from which they are separated by 
mountains and forests intersected by nu- 
merous cross roads ; all of which are acces- 
sible, The road however, from Chén-nan 
Kuan to Lung-chow is the broadest and 
most level. So it has always been the 
highwry from China to Annam employed 
by Missions and bearers of official orders 
as well as the general trade route. Hast- 
wards, it passes by T‘ai-p‘ing and Nan- 
ning, and westwards by Kuei-shun and 
Chén-an. Moreover, from Lung-chou east- 
wards the river widens and there is direct 
access by boat down stream to Haiiu-chou 
and Wu-chou, while there is a distinct roof- 
like slope from Chén-uan towards the whole 
of Kuangsi as well as towards the upper 
waters of Kuangtung, renderiny this Pass 
a place of intense interest to the fortunes 
of the two Kuang Provinces, 

The Treaty with France having now been 
concluded, the Chéu-nan Gate becomes 
atill more important as an outpost be- 
tween China and the region outside, both 
from the point of view of guardiug against 
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the aggression of vayrant hordes of the 
disaffected from without, and repressing 
latent hostility from within, There is no 
other place that can be substituted for this 
in fulfilment of His Majesty’s charge to 
‘occupy the important points of vantage ” 
with a large force of troops. 

Although, however, Chén-nan Kuan is 
undoubtedly the most important highway, 
places must be selected for the establish- 
ment of garrisons in front and rear and to 
the right and left of it in order to avoid 
possible weakness from isolation in the 
future and attacks from the front and rear 
or from either side, 

The most important points of vantage 
thatmay be found in three directions on the 
central route inside the Chéu-nan Gate are 


Kuan Ch‘ien I (BE aie) aud, nearer still to 
the Gate, P‘ing-hsiang Chou (RTH): 


Going eastward from the Chéu-nan Gate 
the important points are Yu I ( ) iu 


the jurisdiction of Ming-chi and T'ing Lo IT 
(FEE) in Ning-ming Chou; Ai-tien I 
( BJ HE) in the jurisdiction of Ssit-ling 
Chou (83 Be + A), and Po-lun I ( ae 
fi) and Po-chi I (Fl BRE) iu Shang-sot 
Unou, 

Going westward from the Chéu-nan 


Gates, the important points are the two 
gates of Poi ing-6rh (2B Re) and Sbui-k‘ou 


Ok ha Pu-chit © (ij fi) and Kéng- 


hua Bae) in the jurisdiction of 
hia Chou ( Py), Pfin-tfung I 


+ 
(Hie BE) and Lung-pang £ (BEARER) in 


the jurisdiction of Kuei-shun Chou, P*ing- 
méug I (2 4 ie) Tung I (725) Po-nien I 
(FUE) aud Po-huai I (Ege) in the 


Jurisdiction of Hsiao Chén-an ‘Ling. 

At all the places above mentioned troops 
will have to be stationed, the central route 
being the most important, The number 
of passes in the eastern route is small as 
compared with the others, and the length 
of ground covered by the western route is 
somewhat more than the others. 32 bat- 
talions are already posted at different 
places along these three lines of route, who 
are just able to maintain communications 
with each other, but in these times of 
financial embarrassment some permanent 
establishments must be considered with a 
view to reduction. Tungking is, however, 
overrun with disbanded troops and the 
whole of the frontier remains in a state of 
disquietude, while it would be inexpedient 
to offer a display of weakness before 
the frontier line has been determined 
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upon. Reductions on a large scale are 
therefore impossible, but from the month 
of April next a process of careful sift- 
ing and reduction wiil be instituted by 
which the abolition of eight battalions 
will be effected and the remainder amal- 
gamated in twenty-four battalions. Twelve 
of these will guard the Central route by 
Chéu-nan Kuan, four battalions will be 
posted on the Eastern route, and six will 
be distributed over the Wes ern route. In 
places where the road is broad, forts will be 
erected and guns mounted, and where the 
road is narrow steckades or barriers will 
be put up and protected by ditches. The 
remote by-ways will be closed to traftic, 
and encampments will be prepared before- 
hand for the occupation of the troops, the 
ground outside of which will be freely 
planted with bamboo stakes, In quiet times 
the men will be required simply to hold the 
position taken up by them and to occupy 
themselves with drill, and in the event of 
their services being called into requisition 
they will be moved about as circumstances 
may dictate. Next winter, when order has 
been thoroughly established, four battalions 
will be done away with, two on the central 
route and two on the western route. 

Hereafter the chief interests of the whole 
of Kuangsi will be centred in the due main- 
tenance of frontier defence, and it will be 
necessary that a general of high rank 
should superintend the matter in person 
and see to the distribution and arrangement 
of the troops. The Memorialists there- 
fore propose that the Commander-in-Chief 
in Kuangsi should transfer his head-quar- 
ters from Liu-chou Fu to Lung-chou 
T‘ing, and that one of the five battalions 
under his special command should follow 
him to Lung-chou. 

After describing a number of minor 
changes in the disposition and personnel of 
various regiments which the trausfer of the 
Commander in-Chief to Lung-chou wiil en- 
tail, the memorialists go on to say that 
General Su Yuan-ch‘un, the present Com- 
mander-in-Chief, who has been specially 
charged by His Majesty with the super- 
intendence of frontier defence, and is not 
only well acquainted with conditions of 
the frontier but thoroughly enjoys the 
general confidence, should naturally have 
control of all arrangements, but in future, 
should the Commander-in-Chief not be 
charged with this function in addition to 
his regular duties, ten battalions of the 
army of frontier defence should be assigned 
to his control. 

A large military force being established at 
Lung-chou in view of the opening of the 
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frontier to foseign trade, the presence of a 
high civil official at this place will be ne- 
cessary, that he may share in the con- 
trol of frontier questions, and it is accord- 
ingly proposed to create a ‘fao-t‘ai of the 
T‘ai-p‘ing and Kuei-shun circuit who 
will reside at Lung-chou and have juria- 
diction over the whole of the frontier, 
The whole of the T‘ai-p‘ing Prefecture 
at present under the jurisdiction of the 
Tao-t‘ai of the ‘'so-chiang circuit, together 
with Shang-ssi Chou in the Nan-ning 
Prefecture on the east, and Hsiao 
Chéu-an TSing in the Chéu-an Prefecture 
on the west, and Kuei-shun ‘Ting, will be 
placed under the jurisdiction of the new 
‘Tao-t ‘ai. 

The following administrative changes 
consequent on the above arrangement are 
also proposed :— 

Shang-sstt Chou to be placed under the 
jurisdiction of T‘ai-p‘ing Fu. 

Hsiao Chén-an Ting to become a District 
Magistrate’s post (the incumbent holding 
the brevet rank of Sub-prefect) subordinate 
to Kuei-shun Chou. 

Kuei-shun Chou to become an indepen- 
dent Department reporting direct to the 
Provincial Government. 

Both T‘ai-p‘ing and Kuei-shun will be 
under the jurisdiction of the new Tao-t‘ai, 
who will have charge of all the above- 
named sub-prefectures, departments and 
districts, together with the direction of 
the aboriginal tribes, the organisation of 
frontier defence, and control of Customs 
matters and foreign relations generally, 
He will have a Treasury keeper under him 
charged with the minor details of Customs 
administration. ‘The selection of inter- 
preters and deputies (wei-yiian) will be 
left to the ‘'ao-t‘ai. 

At present under the Government of the 
Tso-chiany Tao-t ‘ai who resides at Nan-ning 
are the Prefectures of Ssu-ch‘éng, Chén 
an, Nan-ning and T‘ai-p‘ing ; while under 
the Salt T'ao-t‘ai at Kuei-lin are Kuei-lin, 
P‘ing-lo, Wu-chou and Yii-lin Chou. T‘ai- 
p‘ing Fu being removed from the Govern- 
ment of the Tso-chiang Tao-t‘ai, the Memo- 
rialists would propose to place Yii-lin Chou 
underhischarge. Yii-liu Chouisin thesouth- 
east corner of the province and only 500 Ut 
from Nan-ning, while it is nearly 1,000 lt 
from Kuei-lin. This great distance renders 
proper supervision difficult and causes 
many inconveniences. Moreover, parts of 
Yii-lin, namely Po-po and Lu-ch‘uan, join 
Kao-chou and Lien-chou in the province of 
Kuangtung and are constantly infested 
with robbers therefrom. The suggested 
change would be an improvement geogra- 
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phically, and would also conduce to the 
good government of the district. 

With regard to the funds required for 
military purposes, the Memorialists would 
remark that the frontier region is very 
different from the interior of the country. 
The soil is poor, the climate unhealthy, 
and prices high. Svill more, the work now 
in hand is very different from the measures 
for repressing local banditti in former 
days. The arrangements then made for 
the pay of the Kuei-lin irregulars would 
now be quite insuflicient. 

The frontier force will consist of twenty 
battalions, and Taels 3.2 per month has 
already been sanctioned for the men’s pay. 
There are also other battalion expenses 
which may be calculated at the rates now 
allowed. Funds are also wanted for arms, 
munitions and accoutrements, transport, 
factories, the building of forts and redoubts, 
telegraph offices, miscellaneous charges, 
the sending home or the settling of dis- 
banded soldiers, and charitable assistance 
to the inhabitants of the border. All these 
together will require an immense expendi- 
tare, the largest outlay of all being that 
for arms and munitions of war. At the 
very smallest estimates Tls. 60,000 per 
month are wanted. After the most careful 
examination into the provincial revenue, 
it is found that if the lekin does not de- 
crease, and the couutry remains tranquil 
Tis. 300,000 per annum may be forth- 
coming. This would leave a deficiency of 
Tis. 35,000 per month, which it is in no 
way possible to diminish, with the present 
force of twenty-four battalions the amount 
needed is still greater, and were it not for 
assistance from other provinces nothing 
but insolvency conld result. 

From a despatch now received from the 
Board of Revenue, it appears that in addi- 
tion to the old Szechuen contributions for 
drilled troops and for the abolition of 
purchase, which amount to Tis. 285,000 
per-annum, the province of Yiinnan re- 
ceives a subsidy from Hunan of Tis. 20,000 
per month, and from Szechuen of Tls. 30,000. 
Its annual subsidies thus amount to 
Tls. 885,000, while less than one-half of 
the sum, viz: Tis. 420,000, is all that is 
asked for Kuangsi. It is only by the most 
rigid economy that the amount has been 
made so small. 

Iu order to save the Board of Revenue 
from the trouble of remitting this money, 
the Memorialists would humbly beg that 
portions of the revenue of the neighbour- 
ing provinces may be set apart and remit- 
ted monthly to Kuangsi. The money will 
thus arrive without delay at the times 
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when it is urgently needed. This was the 
plan adopted for the military expeditions 
in the west of the Empire and for the 
defence recently of the south-east frontier. 

Unfortunately, by the new Treaty 
it was agreed that the frontier duties 
should be exceedingly light. When 
the Frontier Custom-houses have been 


opened and Trausit Passes have come 
into common use, the receipts of the 
likin offices along the West River 


must of necessity be greatly diminished. 
It is impossible to say whether the Cuatoms 
duties will make up for the loss under the 
head of likin. It is therefore requested 
that the Customs receipts, after the ex- 
penses of the Custom houses have been 
deducted, may be entirely devoted to the 
frontier defence fund. If the Customs 
duties amount to more than the old likin 
it will be requested that the subsidies he 
reduced. If both Customs duties and likin 
are deficient, additional subsidies will be 
asked for, The Memorialists think that 
it will be better to say nothing more on 
this head till the time arrives when they 
are in a position to make a definite report 
to His Majesty. 

The fixed number of regular (Green 
Standard) troops for the whole Province, 
horse, foot, men for field duty, and men 
for garrison duty together, is 62,715 (sic in 
orig? 22,715) men. Reductions in their 
numbers were made in 1865 and 1866 to 
the extent of 10,982 men ; in 1873, 1875 
and 1877, 652 men were added. They have 
therefore been reduced to little more than 
half their strength, and the number which 
remains cannot be considered large. It 
is now proposed to disband three more 
battalions. 

The numbers of the irregulars in the 
interior of the province have been re- 
peatedly reduced, There now remain, 
soldiers and marines together, some twenty 
and more battalions scattered through the 
country and not sufficient to cope with 
ordinary cases of trouble. In view of the fact 
that the Districts of Huai-chi, Kuei Hsien 
and Po-po have of late been frequently 
overrun by larges bodies of banditti, the 
Memorialistsare afraid of toomuch weaken- 
ing of this force. They will however abo- 
lish two battalions and reduce the numbers 
of camp followers which will be productive 
of some economy. ‘I'lese are all the reduc- 
tions it is possibleto make at present in the 
interior of the province on the frontier, the 
chief officers of each battalion will enquire 
into particulars of each case, and either, 
as in the case of the irregularsnow at Lung- 
chou employ the irregulars to fill gaps in 
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the battalions of the regular troops, or else 
to retain the former and disband the latter, 
thus in-augurating a measure of retrench- 
ment which hereafter may come by degrees 
to be applied regularly. 

No plan could be more productive of 
permanent good than to use victorious 
troops to complete the regular strength of 
the army as determined for the future, but 
in the case of the old (‘Green Standard ”) 
army there is a difficulty in altering ar- 
rangements once made on account of the 
minuteness of the regulations in force, such 
as those for patrolling sections of the coun- 
try, for the selection of officers by merit, for 
different scales and rates of pay and for pro- 
motion by seniority. ‘Thus, only a complets 
and comprehensive scheme would be found 
to work properly, and nothing could be de- 
termined at the moment. Moreover, the 
long-existing faults of the Green Standard 
troops and the difficulty of reforming them 
in an instant are well known to His 
Majesty. 

Again, there is a general rate of pay 
for all the Green Standard army. If the 
troops charged with the important duty of 
defending the frontier are treated as men 
of that army it is to be feared that they 
will not be found efficient. 

If the new army be classed as ‘ Drilled 
Troops,” it should be placed under regula- 
tions similar to those of the Chihli drilled 
troops, and as high a scale of pay be 
maintained. It will thus in everything 
but in name be identical with the irregular 
troops (yung) and will at the same time be 
a regular, permanent force, costing perman- 
ently a fixed sum. The Moemorialists 
propose to wait for two or three years and 
then see if the state of the whole province 
is such as to admit of any general reduction 
of expenditure, when they know the dis- 
tance of the enemy’s troops from the fron- 
tier, the safety or danger of important 
points, the sufficiency or insufficiency of 
funds and the probability of the suppres- 
sion of brigandage in the interior. But if 
the troops are put on the list of the regular 
army, it will then be just as difficult to 
alter the arrangements in force as it is now 
to make them. The Memorialists therefore 
think that it will be better to take such 
action only as present circumstances and 
present means permit. It will be more 
convenient to make a fresh representation 
to His Majesty at any time when the state 
of affairs may allow some change to be 
made. 

The Memorialists will furnish further 
reports giving the proposed regulations as 
to the military and civil appointments to 
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be made, the expenditure for the construc- 
tion of buildings, the fresh disposal of 
troops and guard stations, and various 
other matters. 

Rescript : Let the Board concerned con- 
sider and report, ‘I'he Sub-Memorial ia 
also handed down. The map is retained 
for examination. 

May 25th.—The only document of any 
interest 1n this day’s issue is a report from 
the Governor and Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments at Moukden report- 
ing the trial of a murder case of which the 
following are the particulars, 

One Sung An-fu, a tinker, and a native 
of Shantung, having found his way toa 
small place in the sub-prefecture of Féng- 
huang Ting in the Féug-t‘ien province, 
there made the acquaintance of one Hu 
Wan-shun for whom he did a tiukering job 
which occupied four days, and in the pro- 
cess of which he also made friends with 
Hu Wan-shun’s wife. This acquaintance 
ripened, and in due course led to some- 
thing closer with Mrs. Hu, the hus- 
band being perfectly unsuspicious of his 
wife’s infidelity. Not content with the 
embraces of Mrs. Hu, Sung An-fu next cast 
his eyes upon the daughter and with the 
mother’s consent and assistance tried 
to seduce her. He failed in bis earlier 
attempt but afterwards succeeded, and 
from that time forward transferred his 
attentions to the daughter. This aroused 
the jealousy of the mother, who began to 
be disagreeable, and finally forbad Sung 
the house until he would give her money 
to buy cotton with for spiuning. Angered 
at the restrictions placed upon his intimacy 
with the girl, Sun determined to kill the 
father and mother and then run away with 
the daughter, and the following is the 
manner in which he accomplished his pur- 
pose. 

He went one afternoon to Hu’s house, 
and asked his help in getting together a 
load of cotton which he said the animal 
carrying it had scattered over the road 
some few Ji off by coming into collision 
with the branches of a tree. Hu con- 
sented to help his friend, and after 
they had walked some three li down the 
road and reached a quiet spot, Sung 
knocked Hu on the head with a hoe he 
carried in his hand and killed him. He 
then pushed the body in a ditch at the side 
of the road and covered it with earth, 
after which he returned to the house to 
dispose of Mrs. Hu. He told her that 
her husband could not pick up all the 
cotton unassisted, and begged her to lend 
a hand, which Mrs. Hu was all the more 
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ready to do as he said the cotton was 
to be deposited in her house. When 
they had gone some two li together he 
knocked Mrs. Hu on the head as he 
had, previously, her husband, and buried 
the body likewise in a ditch. Returning 
to the house, he told the daughter that her 
father and mother were both busy picking 
up cotton and could not be back for some 
time, so now was the time to run away 
The girl consented, and was 
just about to start when her little brother, 
a child of eight years of age who was lying 
asleep on the k‘ang, woke up aud began 
toory. Sung, fearing the boy would say 
that he had seen him, Sung, leave with 
his sister, determined to kill him also, so 
he told the girl to go on ahead and he 


would join her in a moment ; as avon as she 


was a certain distance off he cut the boy’s 
throat aud stabbed him in the stomach, 
causing instant death. 

Sung and the girl, who was entirely ig- 
norant of the murders that had been com- 
mitted, then travelled from place to place 
for several days until their money was ex- 
hausted, when they were caught by the vil- 
lage headman and a cousin of the murdered 
man who were in pursuit of them. It was 
then that the girl heard for the first time 
from Sung of the crimes he had committed 
for which she so bitterly reproached him 


that he stabbed himself with a knife in- 


the stomach, but was prevented by his 
captors from doing himself any serious 
injury. Sung An-fu has been sentenced 
to death by the slow process, and the 
penalty has been inflicted, a request being 
sent to the Governor of Shantung to con- 
fiscate for the benefit of the family of the 
victim any property the murderer may have 
in his native place. The yirl has been 
sentenced to 10v blows and banishment for 
3,000 Ui with the usual permission to com- 
mute the penalty. 

May 26th.—The whole of this day’s issue 
is occupied with a Memorial from the 
Governor of Kiangsu reporting on the re- 
sults of an enquiry instituted by Imperial 
Oommand into certain malpractices in the 
Imperial manufactory at Soochow which 
had been alleged to exist by a denunciator 
whose name is withheld. The denunciator 
stated that a certain clerk in the manu- 
factory called Yéu Ch‘un, who had been 
employed there for over twenty years, had 
made a large fortune out of ‘‘ squeezes” 
and was the owner of considerable property 
in shops and land. The enquiry shows 
that the irregularities complained of do not 
exist, but it was discovered that the son of 
Yéu Ch‘un, the latter being dead, who 
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succeeded to his father’s place in the 
manufactory, has been the victim of ex- 
tortion by a colleague who conveyed some 
of the fabrics turned out to Peking. This 
colleague falsely declared that on arrival 
in Peking he found that 800 pieces of silk 
and satin had changed colour and that he 
had consequently been obliged to spend 
over Tis. 1,000 in purchasing more. Yen 
Yung, Yeu Ch‘un’s son, at first declined 
to make this payment good on the ground 
that the receipt of the office of the Imperial 
Househuld made no mention of damaged 
goods, but eventually he did pay the money. 
Chang An, his dishonest colleague, as well 
as himself, have been condemued to receive 
100 blows and to be banished. 

May 27th.—His Majesty will take his 
seat in the T‘ai-ho Throne Hall at 5 30 
a.m. to hear the list of the successful can- 
didates at the Palace Examination of the 
Metropolitan Graduates read by the Ch‘uan- 
lw, or fourth graduate on the list, 

The following are the names of the first 
four graduates :—(1) Chao I-chiung (s9U 

f@]) from Kuei-yang Fu, Kueichow ; (2) 
‘Tsou Fu-pao (SR PR) from Wu Haien in 
Kiangsu; (3) Féug Heaiin (745 Ba) from 
Chin-t‘an Hsien in Kiangsu; (4) P‘éng 
Shu ( #3) from Ch‘ing-ch‘iian Hsien in 
Hunan, 

May 28th.—A joint Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Foochow and the 
Director of the Foochow Arsenal reporting 
the loss of the Government steamer 


Héng Iai Cit 3) off the Pescadores in a 
heavy fog. 

On the 13th of March, Ch‘én Ming-chih, 
the acting ‘aotai of Formosa, left Foochow 
for Taiwan vid Amoy with treasure, on 
board the s.s. Héng Hai. The senior 
Memorialist, who was engaged on his tour 
of military inspection at the time, had 
crossed over to Formosa from Amoy just 
ahead of the Taotai in the steamer Mei Fu, 
P‘éng Ch‘u-han, the naval commander-in- 
chief, with whom the Memorialist wished 
to inspect the condition of the Formosan 
ports, being with the Taotai on board 
the Héng Hai. The vessel left Amoy 
for the Pescadores on the morning of 
the 15th of March, and the fog was 
so thick that she missed the port of 
Péng-hu and had to turn back. The 
following morning the vessel was off a 
place to the north of the islands, but tlie 
weather still continued so thick that there 
was no telling where the ship was going. 
Suddenly a crash was heard and the ship 
wasashiore, but no lives or treasure were lost. 
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The above circumstances having been 
reported to Memorialist by Hsin Ch ‘éug-fa, 


pT AR #2), the commander, he despatched 
the Me. Fu to tow the Héng Hai off, 
but the attempt failed and all that was 
accomplished was the removal of the 
Heéng Hai’s running gear, ete. Fearing lest 
the hull and engines should be broken 
up if a sea got up, the Major in command 
of the Pescadore Garrison was instructed 
to assist the Commander in looking after 
the wreck. ‘he ‘l'aotai at Amoy was further 
instructed to telegraph tothe Arsenal tosend 
a vessel tu the assistance of the Léng Hai. 

It so happened that there were two ships, 
the Fu Po and Wan-nien Ching, at the 
Arsenal at the time undergoing repairs, 
which were ordered by the junior Memo- 
rialist to be finished off hand and the 
vessels were despatched on the 27th of 
March, two days after the receipt of the 
Taotai’s telegram, to the assistance of the 
Héng Hai. The commanders, however, 
reported that she had broken up during 
a gale on the 22ud and 23rd of March, 
leaving half of the machinery upon the 
rock on which she struck, which they were 
dving their best to save. 

The Memorialists then proceed to observe 
that the coasts of Formosa, Amoy and the 
Pescadores, where gales and fogs constautly 
prevail, are proverbially dangerous. In 
1874 the steamers An Lan and Ta Ya were 
lost at An-p‘ing on the occasion of the 
visit of Shé. Pao-ching to Formosa with 
the squadron. In February of the present 
year the Douglas, a foreign merchant 
steamer, struck on a rock at Nan-shan-t‘ou 
near Amoy in a fog, and on the 16th of 
March, the See Wo, another merchant 
steamer, struck on a rock off the coast of 
Tai-chow iu Chekiang, two conspicuous 
illustrations ol the dangers referred to. 
None the less, the Commander of the 
Héng Hai cannot be acquitted of blame, in 
spite of the fog, in that he failed to 
recognise where he was immediately be- 
fore the vessel went ashore, or to save 
her wheu the accident occurred. ‘The 
Memorialists have accordingly to request 
that he may be forthwith cashiered, 

Tung Shang-ch‘ien (AB, the first 
Lieutenant, commenced as a naval student 
and has been abroad learning his profes- 
sion for ten years. As he is well versed in 
course and distance and could use the com- 
pass he ought not to have been at a loss to 
know where he was directly a fog came on, 
The Memorialists have accordingly written 
to the Board requesting that he may be 
cashiered also, He and the Commander 
will be tried before a naval court of en- 
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quiry to be held by the Prefect of Foochow 
aud an officer from the Arsenal. 

The Memorialists have to add that the 
draft of this Memorial was prepared by the 
junior Memorialist. 

The officers named are cashiered by 
Rescript and a Qourt of enquiry is ordered 
to be held. 

May 29th —The Governor-General and 
Governor at Canton report the despatch to 
Peking of the first instalment of the charges 
imposed by the ceutral Government for 
the current year upon the salt revenue of 
the province of Kuangtung. They quote an 
Imperial Decree announcing that the Board 
of Revenue had fixed the contributions to 
Peking from the various provinces for the 
12th year of Kuany Heii out of the land tax 
and the salt revenues, at Tis. 7,000,000. OF 
thisamount Kuangtung was to provide Tls. 
200,000, with Tis. 50,000 additional for the 
Oltice of the Imperial Household. 


May 30th.—(1) Ni Wén-wei, Governor 
of Kuaugtung, is summoned to Peking foe 
audience, the Governor-General bein s 
called upon to act for him during his 
absence. 

(2) A Decree. Some time since, Chou 
Té-jun, Sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Secretariat, and the Censor Tang Ch‘un- 
sén, separately called oue attention to the 
abuses prevailing in the Customs adminis- 
tration of Wu-chou iu Kuangsi, and the 
urgent necessity of putting a stup thereto. 
We thereupon directed Chany Chih-tung 
and the Governor to enquire into the 
matter and furnish Us with a report, 

This report has now been received, and 
We sanction the adoption of the measures 
they propose for the abolition of charges 
levied (over and above the duties) for 
Customs expenditure, the abolition of 
fees, the imposition of severe restrictions 
upon the clerks, aud other measures of 
reform. 

Liang-chiin, Prefect of Wu-chou, is in- 
excusable for the inability he displayed to 
prevent his clerks and Customs under- 
lings from oppressing traders by excessive 
exactions, as well as for his neglect to 
furnish a report on the subject though re- 
peatedly directed to do so, The sugges- 
tion, therefore, is approved that he be 
degraded to the rank of Sub-prefect. 

When the officer in question was selected 
for the post of prefect of Wu-chou, We en- 
joined upon him when he was received in 
audience the necessity of giving honest 
attention to his work. His answer 
to Us was that he had been a censor, 
and having in that capacity to call 
attention to the faults of others, he would 
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certainly not walk in the same ways 
and thus give others cause to point to his 
misdoings. None the less has he absolutely 
failed to effect any reforms in the abuses 
of the Customs administration of his post 
duriuy iis incumbeucy thereof. The accu- 
sations brought against him have been sub- 
stantiated, and he has thus completely 
belied his earlier asseveratiuns. We give 
publicity to this fact that others who in- 
dulge in self-glorification and whose deeds 
are in direct opposition to their words may 
take due warning. 

May 3lst.—The Superintendent of the 
Huai-an Customs reports that the revenue 
collected by that establishment and its 
branches from the 24th of June, 1885, t» 
the 25th of February, 1886, was ‘I'ls, 33,271, 
aud in a separate Memorial he states that 
the duties on foreign opium collected by 
the same establishment from the 9th of 
December, J883, to the 26th of December, 
1886, were ‘Tis. 18,005. 

June 1st.—(1) The Superintendent of 
Live-stock and House duty for the eastern 
division of Peking reports that the collec- 
tions during his year of office amounted 
in all to ‘ls, 21,251 for live-stock, and 
Mis. 2,574 for land and house duty. ‘This 
shows a deficit on the assessment of ‘T'ls. 
12,900 odd. The usual reasons which do 


.duty year after year are given for the 


falling off of receipts. 

(2) The Superintendent of Live-stock 
aud House duty for the western division of 
the capital returns his collection at Ts. 
16,862 for live-stock, and Tis, 1,203 for 
land and house duty, which shows a deficit 
of ‘lls. 6 520 upon the assessed revenue. 

June 2ud.—Prince Ch‘un and his col- 
league paid their respects on their return 
from ‘Tientsin. 

(1) Decree from Her Majesty the Em- 
press Dowager : 

A report has been presented from I-huau, 
Prince Ch‘un, giving an accuunt of a tour 
of inspection wherein he reviewed Our 
naval and military forces stationed in or 
near the Northern Sea. He asks that re- 
wards may be given to the superior and 
subaltern officers and that decorations may 
also be bestuwed. 

We had previously ordered that the 
renovation of Our navy should commence 
with the fleet uf the Nurthern Sea. Prince 
Ch‘un has now gone down to Tientsin, 
and in company with Li Hung-chang and 
Shan-ch‘ing has visited Port Arthur and 
other places. The fleets of the Northern 
and the Southern Seas have been assembled 
together for a grand review, and the naval 
aud military battalions have likewise been 
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inspected. They were all found to know 
their drill thoroughly, and their manoeu- 
vres were executed with regularity. 

In addition to the gifts and pecuniary 
rewards bestowed by the Prince upon the 
chief and other commanding officers, the 
subalterns and the common soldiers and 
sailors, let the names of the following 
officers be submitted to the Board, which 
will recommend them for some substantial 
recognition of their merits. 

(Here follows a long list of names and 
titles), 

Further, the foreign officers who have 
acted as naval and miitary instructors and 
have been most successful in their work, 
should in like manner receive due re- 
ward. 

Decorations of different grades will be 
distributed amoug them, and, as an addi- 
tional mark of favour, the rank of Admiral 
is hereby granted to William Lang, who 
has especially exerted himself in instruct- 
ing and exercising the fleet. A Button of 
the third class is bestowed upon Von Han- 
neken in recognition of the admirable 
manner in which the forts built under his 
superintendence have been constructed. 

The defence of the coast is a matter of 
the highest imp -rtance. The efforts made 
with that object must be gradually extend- 
ed and must be perpetually maintained 
without relaxation. 

According to the report of Prince Ch‘un, 
the first step towards the improvement of 
an army is to select good officers ; and the 
source of ability in military matters is 
to be found in the Military College, and in 
nautical matters in the Naval and Hugineer- 
ing College. These are remarks of which 
the application is most important. We 
have also been verbally informed by the 
Prince that these two schools not only pay 
attention to naval and military matters, but 
have the additional merit of furnishing 
instruction in the Classies and History. 

The Prince also reported that Yang 
Tsung-lien, a cashiered Tavtai, was former- 
ly head of the military college at Tientsin, 
where he preserved admirable order and 
discipline. ‘The Prince begged Us to take 
into consideration the propriety of over- 
looking Yang’s offences and re-employing 
him. Let Yang ‘I'sung-lien be retained in 
Chibli for employment under the orders of 
Li Hung-chang. 

From the time of this tour of inspection, 
Prince Ch‘un must, in conjunction with 
Li Hung-chang and his others colleagues, 
search everywhere for ofticers of ability 
who will do their utmost in the work of 
organisation. Assisted by the officer under 


their orders, they must also exert them- 
selves to perfect the treops in their drill 
and to effect improvements of all kinds, 
They will also, after due consultation, re- 
port from time to time what appear to be 
the best means of raising the large sums 
required for providing additional ships aud 
guns. 

(2) A Decree from Her Majesty the Em- 
press directing three Imperial T«blets to 
be prepared by the College of Inscriptions 
to be suspended in the Temple to the God 
of the Sea at Taku, which is now in pro- 
cess of restoration, in respectful recogni- 
tion of the protecting aid of that deity who 
secured for Prince Ch‘un a smooth and 
rapid voyage to the ports inspected by 
him. 

(3) Ch‘én Shih-chieh, Governor of Shan- 
tung, is erdered to come to Peking and 
await other employment, Chang Yao being 
apppointed to succeed him as Governor of 
Shantung, proceeding immediately to his 
post. 

(4) Li Ping-héng, is directed to con- 
tinue to act as Governor of Kiangsi. 

(5) Ni Wén-wei, Governor of Kuang- 
tung, who was receutly summoned to Pek- 
ing is allowed to go into retirement on 
the plea of ill health, but is directed to 
present himself in Peking when he has 
recovered. ‘I'‘an Chiin-p‘ei, the present 
Governor of Hupeh, is trausferred to Can- 
ton. 

June 3rd.—Tséng-jun, newly appointed 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton had 
audience of leave. 

The following appointments are an- 
nounced: K‘ueipin, to be Governor of 
Hupeh ; Sung-ch‘un, to be Financial Com- 
missioner of Chih-li in place of K‘ueipin ; 
Ch‘én Yi, to be Financial Commissioner of 
Hunan, 

June 4th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a memorial from a Censor 
praying that candidates at the examinations 
may be strictly prohibited from smoking 
opium. 

He states that the candidates at the recent 
examination in Peking even went so far as 
to leave the enclosure with their opium 
pipes in their hands. If what he states be 
true, the proceeding is most unconstitu- 
tional, and as he says he saw it with his 
own eyes and there were so many instances, 
why did he not detain some of them and 
have them punished ? 

In future, the Princes and high Ministers 
deputed to conduct the examinations for 
the two higher degrees in the metropolis 
will be expected to keep an active watch, 
and to send any person offending in the 
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manner indicated to the Board of Punish- 
ments to be dealt with as the law requires. 
The same action will be taken by provincial 
high authorities at the examinations for 
the second degree. 


(2) Fang Jui (AR) Taotai of the 
Tény, Lai, Ch‘ing Circuit, is appointed 
Judge of Kansu, and Hsiung Chao-ching 
(FERG ER) at present Taotai in Yiinnan, is 
appointed Salt Comptroller of Chékiang. 

(3) The Director-General of Grain Trans- 
ports that the fleet of junks carrying the 
Kiang-peh Tribute rice, consisting of ten 
detachments of 50 junks each, and carrying 
altogether 130,700 piculs ; also the Kiang- 
su Tribute rice junks numbering 200 alto- 
gether and carrying 52,800 piculs, passed. 
the sluices known as the Fu-haing (94) 
T‘ung-chi 3$b8%) and Hui-chi (AEH) on 
the 27th of April, As the bed of the Canal 
has been cleared north of these points, it 
is anticipated that the fleet will make a- 
quick passage to the Yellow River. The 
officers along the line of route have been 
instructed to hurry the boats along, and the 
Governor of Shantung has been written to 
to open the Hu-k‘ou (749 FJ) sluice, and let 
the water down as usual, 

(4) The same officer reports the conclusion 
of all the work undertaken with a view to 
facilitating the passage of the grain fleet up © 
the Canal as specitied in earlier Memorials, 

June 5th.—No documen's of importance, 

June Gth.—(1) Liu Te (Bye) is ap- 
pointed General of the Yo-cnow Division 
in Hunan. 

(2) Kung Chao-yiian (AIA) is ap- 
pointed Taotai of the Tény, La, Ch‘ing 
Circuit (Chefoo) in Shantung, Chu Hasi- 
chén (PRIEB) being appointed to the Yi 
Hei Circuit iu Yiinnan, 


/ (3) Sun K‘ai-hua, General of the Chang- 


chou Division in Fuhkien, Acting Comman- 
der-in-chief of that province, and Assistant 
Military Commissioner iu Formosa, reports 
that he left Formosa for Ch‘tian-chou Fu 
ou the mainland, with a view to the assump- 
tion of his proper duties, upou the Och of 
April, embarking at ‘'amsui. Before leaving 
he destroyed the wooden seal he had been 
using in his capacity of Assistant Military 
Commissioner. 

June 7th.—The only document of in- 
terest in this day’s issue is a joint Memorial 
from the Governor of the New Dominion 
and the Acting Governor of Ili reporting 
the arrangements they have made for re- 
ducing and amalgamating the irregular 
troops at present stationed in the latter 
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region and for clearing off arrears of pay 
due to them. 

The report is involved, and does not give 
avery lucid acoount of the arrangements 
itis proposed to make, but the following 
items of information extracted from « rather 


complicated story are perhaps worthy of 


record, ‘The irregular troops by which Ili 
was occupied at the commencement of the 
year consisted of 28 battalions of cavalry 
and infantry, numbering in all 10,500 men 
The greater part of this Force was enlisted 
last year and the new recruits are not without 
employment to which they can return. 
None the less, they have been in the army 
for some months and all have pay and 
ratious due to them. ‘They were accord- 
ingly given a month’s pay in full and dis- 
The older soldiers then left 
amounted, exclusive of 2,000 new ones 
who took the place of 2,000 non-effectives, 
to 7,000 men odd and these were formed 
into 13 batialions of infantry and 9 of 
cavalry. 

Those of the disbanded troops who wished 
to settle down in Ili were allowed to do so 
and land was assigned them. 

The mauner in which arrears of pay due 
to the soldiers are to be disposed of is as 
follows: For the first year’s service ‘I'ls, 4 
will be granted, and for each succeeding 
year up to ten an additional Tls. 2 will be 
given, making a maximum of ‘'ls. 22, 
Each Lieutenant will be given Tls, 60, and 
commandants will be paid in accordance 
with the length of their service, being 
called upon to settle the wages account 
for clerks, etc., themselves. ‘I'v the dis- 
banded officers and men who wish to return 
to their place of domicile double the above 
rates will be given, while those who establish 
themselves in Ili will receive a quarter less. 

The above arrangement, which was as- 
sented to with considerable reluctance by 
the men, will involve an expenditure of 
about ‘I'ls. 216,00, leaving a balance of 
military funds in hand amounting to Ts, 
80,000 odd which it is proposed to devote 
to the disbandment and sending back of the 
Chi Chiang (? Kirin and Hé-lung Kiang) 
cavalry regiments, 

The commandants of the various batta- 
lions have been told that the above pay- 
ments will cancel all arrears, and that pay- 
ment of regular salary to the troops retained 
for service will recommence with the second 
moon of this year. 

The Memorialist, the Governor of the 
New Dominion, had earlier proposed that 
the irregular troops in Ili should be limited 
to 4,000 men, au arrangement of which 
the Buard approved. By reductions and 
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disbandment they have now been reduced 
from 10,500 to something like half that 
number, and in view of the fact that 
brigandage has not yet been entirely 
stamped out in the Ili region and a constant 
feeling of insecurity exists amongst the 
mercantile classes, it would not be ex- 
pedient to reduce the numbers further at 
the present time. 


Rescript :—The Board concerned will take 
coguisance. 

June 8th.—(1) A Decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets at the announcement of 
the death of Ting Pao-chéng, Governor- 
General of Szechuen, The deceased officer 
is euloyised as a man of loyal and honest 
disposition, Although a literary man and 
a Han-lin, he made his reputation by his 
military successes when in command of 
troops during the rebellion. From Prefect 
he rose tou be Governor of a Province, and 
in Shantung, his first post as Governor, 
his services in the direction of military 
administration were eminently satisfactory. 
During the present reign he was transferred 
to Szechhuen where he devoted himself with 
unflinching industry to the reforms of the 
long-standing abuses with which that Pro- 
vince was beset. He was granted sick leave 
on repeated occasions, and when at last he 
resumed his duties again, His Majesty had 
hoped that this recovery was coin. lete, and 
that he might have the benefit of his 
services for a long time to come. The 
news of his death has caused His Majesty 
the deepest pity and sorrow, and as a mark 
of special grace it is ordered that the de- 
ceased shall be posthumously advanced to 
the rank of Grand Guardian of the Heir 
Apparent, and be enrolled on the list 
of deceased worthies to whom periodical 
sacrifice is made. He is further to receive 
the posthumous honours allotted by law to 
Governors. General, and all official penalties 
recorded ayainst his name are to be can- 
celled, The local authorities along the 
line of route will pay due atvention to his 
remains during the progress of their con- 
veyance tu his native place, his eldest son 
Ting ‘Ti-pu is given the appointment of 
Senior Secretary to «» Metropolitan Board, 
and his fuur grandsons are tu be presented 
at Court when they shall have reached the 
hecessary age. 

(2) Chfung-kang, Assistant Resident in 
Tibet, is allowed to vacate his pust on the 
plea of ill health. 

(3) Liu Ping-chang, Governor of Ché- 
kiaug, is appointed Governor-General of 
Szechuen, to which post he is to proceed 
at once without coming to Peking for 
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audience. Yu Po-ch‘uan is to act until his 


arrival. 

June 9th.—(1) Mai La-hsiin (38 HL) 
is appointed Taotai of the Ho Tung circuit 
in Shansi. Wei Jung-kuang is appointed 
Governor of Chékiang, Sung-chiin Governor 
of Kiangsu, and Lu Shih-chieh Director 
General of Grain Transpost, 

(2) Shang-heien, (ij EF) is given the 
rank of Deputy Lieuteuant-General of a 
Banner and appointed Assistant Resident 

in Tibet. 

(3) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of an application from Liu Ming-ch‘uan 
for the bestowal of rewards upon the offi- 
cers and gentry who have been specially 
energetic in assisting in the opening up 
and pacitication of a large tract of country 
in Formosa, whereby the savages have been 
brought within the pale of civilisation, 
During the winter of last year, the savages 
of Formosa having created disturbances, 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan advauced upon them from 
different points with his troops, sending 
officers at the same time to the various 
villages they occupied to ply them with 
exhortation, ‘I'he savages, overawed by the 
formidable appearance of the troops, sub- 
mitted in a body, and over 400 hamlets 
have now beon won over to civilisation, 
with a population of upwards of 70,000 
people. 

The action taken may be considered 
prompt and satisfactory, and the skilful 
manner in which the matter has been 
handled by Liu Ming-ch‘uan ia deserving 
of the highest commendation, Liu Ch‘ao- 
yu and Chang Kao-yiian, to whose efforts 
the successful carrymg out of the work of 
correction and pacification is due, are to be 
committed to the Board fur the determina- 
tion of rewards upon the most liberal scale, 
and a number of other officers are to have 
their services recognised by the bestowal of 
the title of Batwru or some other form of 
reward. 

(4) The Governor of Chékiang solicits 
His Majesty’s permission to distribute over 
a term of three years a large order for cer- 
tain cloth fabrics for use in the capital, the 
majority of which the Chékiang Govern- 
ment was directed to furnish some time 
last year and the balance by the autumn 
of the present year. 

The order was for 60,000 pieces of cloth 


known as =e, and 4,000 pieces of 
cloth called #H#% 4 in addition to the 


annnal order for 5,000 pieces of =KRa 
(three shuttle cloth); and upon receipt of 
instructions to the above effect, the neces- 
sary directions were given, but the Finau- 
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cial Commissioner now reports that the or- 
der for the various kinds of cloth is so large, 
and the treasury is so empty, despite the 
relaxation of coast defensive measures, that 
funds are not forthcoming in sufficient 
quantities, He adds that San Asien pu is 
the product of Hanychou and Chia-hsing 
in Chékiang. while Yu tun pu comes from 
Sung-chiang and Chia-hsing neither being 
procurable on the spot. ‘The coloured 
San so pu, too, has to be manufac- 
tured from flowered gauze bought for the 
purpose and manipulated by special work- 
men, who weave it, bleach it and dye it to 
the propershade, ‘These workmen are few, 
and their wages are high, so that it is im- 
possible that the order should be completed 
by the allotted time, The Financial Com- 
missioner suggests therefore that the Me- 
morialist should ask permission to complete 
the order in instalments extending over 
three years, the instalment for this year 
to consist of 40,000 pieces of San hsien pu, 
20,000 pieces of Yu tun pu, and 5,000 
pieces of San so pu. 

Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
take oognisance. 


June 10th.—(1) Chang Fu-nien (ae BS 


4) is appointed Judicial Commissioner of 
Kiangsu. 

(2) The Governor of Kirin reports the 
result of a Court of Enquiry upon a petty 
police magistrate at Huu-ch‘un, in whose 
hands a prisoner died against whom a 
charge of rape had been substantiated. 
The magistrate, Mu-k‘o-té by name, having 
reported, as is usual, to the Lieutenant 
General at IIun-ch‘un the death of the 
prisoner while under his custody, an in- 
spection of the body was held and it was 
found to be bruised all over, though from 
other indications it was evident that the 
man had actually died from disease. The 
magistrate was then denounced to the 
Throne on a charge of having examined 
a prisoner under torture, which he had 
not the power to do, and he was ordered 
to be cashiered and placed on his trial. 
The enquiry now held shows the facts to 
have been as follows : 


One Hsii Tien-fu, a servant in a Manchu 
family, attempted to rape his employer’s 
daughter and theatened her with a knife 
if she refused to submit. The mother laid 
a charge against him at the Police Mayis- 
trate’s office, and he was arrested. His 
guilt being established by the depositions 
taken, it was the duty of the Magistrate 
to report the facts:to his superior officer, 
with whom further action lay. Instead of 
doing so, he proceeded to examine the 
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prisoner himself, and ordered his police to 
give him 20 blows on the buttocks and 
shut him up, whereupon Hsii Tien-fu began 
to purge and vomit, and died in four days. 

Although, therefore, Hsii Tien-fu ac- 
tually died from natural causes, the police 
Magistrate Mu-k‘o-té none the less ex- 
ceeded his powers in administering a beat- 
ing to the deceased ; but as he hag already 
been cashiered it is considered that this 
penally will be sufficient. 


June. 11th.—(1) Chia Chih-én (BxB) 
is appointed Salt Commissioner ot the ‘Lin 
Hnai, : 

(2) A Decree announcing certain changes 
in the disposition of military and naval 
commands in the Canton Province which 
the Board of War have, by command, had 
under their consideration, ‘The post of 
Admiral of the Yang Chiang Division is to 
be abolished, and a General of Division to 
be placed at Pakhoi instead, this command 
being styted the Pakhoi Division. The 
General of the Kao-chou Division is to hold 
a naval command instead of a land com- 
mand in future. 

(3) A Memorial from the Board of Works 
submitting their views onthe subject of 
the scheme for the improvement of the 
Yellow River which was recently laid before 
the Throne by Chang Yao, now Governor 
of Shantung. 

The Board are of opinion that the 
breaches which annually occur in the em- 
bankments of the Yellow River, and are 
closed only to burst again, are undoubtedly 
attributable to the fact that the River is 
obstructed at its mouth, and that its bed 
has silted up. Some time since the Vice- 
President Yu Po-ch‘uan and the Governor 
of Shantung submitted a scheme to the 
Throne which comprised three remedial 
measures, viz: clearing, embanking and 
distribution of volume. In reply the Board 
sugyested that the last measure should 
be thoroughly considered and carefully 
executed, but subsequently the Governor- 
General of Chihli begged that the proposed 
connection with the Ma-chia River might 
be stopped, after which the project for the 
employment of the ‘I'‘u-hai River as a 
drainer to the Yellow River was abandoned. 

The Board then suggested that the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung should be directed to 
consider the matter thoroughly and not be 
guided by one set of ideas, the chief point 
to be borne in mind being what would best 
serve the vital interests of the people. 

The plans now submitted by Chany Yao, 
Governor of Kuangsi, appear to the Me- 
Mmorialists to fulfil the conditions required 
by His Majesty’s instructions, and he 
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should therefore be instructed to prepare 
estimates of the cost of the work and then 
apply for funds to carry it out. They 
further approve of the works he proposes 
to undertake below T‘ieh-mén Kuan, and 
of the employment of dredgers for keeping 
that part of the channel clear. 

With regard to his project for leading a 
certain amount of the water of the Yellow 
River intoits old course, because, as he says, 
the T'‘u-hai River may not be able to take 
off a sufficient quantity, it will be remem- 
bered that a plan for restoring the Yellow 
River to its old course was condemned by 
the Governor-General Tséng Kuo-fan in the 
Reign Tung Chih on the score of difficulty 
and expense. 

Governor Chang Yao finds that there are 
three insuperable difficulties in the way of 
the entire resumption of the old bed, but 
he thinks that it can be made available for 
carrying off three-tenths of the water of 
the Yellow River. While admitting that 
this view would not have been hazarded 
without careful inspection and reflection, 
the Board are of opinion that in considera- 
tion of the important interests at stake, Go- 
vernor Chang Yao should be called upon to 
take the opinion of the Governors-General 
and Governors in charge of the various 
sections of the river, and to consult with 
them before proceeding further. 

For decree see Gazette of May 22nd. 

(4) Ch‘ing-y ii, Governor of Shéug Ching, 
reports his intended departure from Mouk- 
den for Newchwany on the 14th of May to 
inspect the new fortifications, powder stores, 
barracks and other works sanctioned by 
Imperial Decree nearly five years ago and 
new completed, 

June 12th.—The Governor of Kiangsu 
reports the despatch of the second and last 
instalment of the Tribute rice from that 
Province forwarded by the sea route. Of 
this, 65,263 piculs, plus the usual allow- 
ances, has been shipped by junk, and 
230,000 piculs will shortly follow by the 
steamers of the China Merchants’ Company. 

June 13th.—The only document of any 
interest in this day’s issue is a decree call- 
ing » Manchu Censor to task for soliciting 
the bestowal of a mark of Imperial favour 
upon a widow in Chihli who had remained 
faithful to the memory of her husband for 
mauy years. Upon enquiry it has been 
ascertained that the applicant is no relation 
of the woman in question, and that in 
making the representation he has taken 
upon himself to submit, he has transgressed 
arule by which Manchus are not allowed 
to solicit honours for virtuous or distin- 
guished females. These applications should 





be made by the Governor-General or Go- 
vernor of the province, or some official 
belonging to the same place as the female 
for whom honours are solicited should file 
an application at the Board, which applica- 
tion will then be considered by the Buard 
of Ceremonies. 

June 14th.—(1) A memorial from the 
Governor-General of Szechuen reporting 
the sentence passed upon a certain Major 
who had been found guilty of misapplying 
Government monies im his charge. This 
officer finding that the funds supplied him 
for paying incidental expenses, such as 
travelling expenses of his meti when sent 
on special service, expenses in connection 
with drill, and so forth, were insufficient, 
had applied to this purpose s»me of the 
money in the military chest destined for 
the purchase of gunpowder and ammuni- 
tion. The total amount thus misapplied 
was Tis, 1,200, and after being deprived of 
his rank the Major was put in prison until 
he paid the money. This he did within 
three years, the allotted time, and it now 
therefore remains to pass sentence upon 
him, The penalty to which he is liable by 
law is 100 blows with the heavy bamboo 
aud banishment for three years, but as the 
offence was committed previous to the Act 
of Grace of 1885, he escapes the banish- 
ment, while being over 70 years of age, he 
is entitled to commute the beating by pay- 
ment of the usual fee. 

(2) A Subd-memorial from the Grand 
Secretary Li Hung-chang requesting per- 
mission to have the marine engineering 
students now abroad examined by their 
Chinese and foreign guardians as soon as 
their term of three years has expired, with 
a view to selecting the most deserving for 
rewards which it is hoped will be confirmed 
by the Board. 

By a recent provision, it was arranged 
that the third batch of engineering students 
sent abroad should remain six years instead 
of three, as formerly, aud it appears to the 
Memorialist somewhat hard upon them 
that they should have to remain six years 
before they can obtain any reward for z-al 
and industry, while their fellow students in 
the navigating and executive branches of the 
service get their reward at the end of their 
three years study. Granted by Resc:ipt. 

June 15th.—(1) Pao-sén, Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments at Moukden, 
is allowed to retire on the plea of ill-health, 
as is alao Wéu-hsii, Governor of Hé Jung 
Chiang, Kung-t ‘ang (A892) being appointed 
to act in his place. 

The whole of this day’s issue, and the 
greater portion of that of the 16th, is occu- 
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pied with a Memorial from Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan, Governer of Formusa, reporting a 
series of raids made upon the strongholds 
of outlaws and notorious bad characters in 
the Chia-i and Chang-hua Districts of 
Formosa, in the course of which a number 
of important arrests were made and many 
notorious robbers and murderers were put 
to death, 

It is impossible to follow the Memorialist 
through his descriptions of each raid, which 
are, moreover, devoid of interest. Oue 
story, however, that he relutes hasa certain 
element of pathos in it, A complaint was 
one day brought to the Magistrate of the 
Chang-hua District by one Huang Yii-héug 
to the effect that his house had been 
attacked by certain connections of his, 
three brothers of the same name occupying 
aneighbouring village, who looted the house 
and set it on fire, carrying off two of his 
boys. The villagers turned out in force 
to seize them, but the marauders, who 
were seventy or eighty in number, were 
too strong for them and beat them off, 
returning to their own stronghold where 
they established themselves within a bam- 
boo stockade surrounded bya moat, After 
the Magistrate had made due enquiries and 
satisfied himself that the three brothers 
Huang were notoriously bad characters 
who made pill»ge their profession and had 
been guilly of every conceivable crime, he 
determined to proceed against them. ‘I'wo 
companies of soldiers under the command 
of a colonel were accordingly sent at cock- 
crow one day to the stockade in which the 
brothers were established to assist in their 
capture, aud they found the neighbour- 
hood of the stockade occupied by a number 
of people who were lying in ambush ia 
order to cut off the retreat of the robbers 
if they attempted to escape, The vill»ge 
in which Huang (the father of the two 
boys who had been carried off,) lived, was 
only two hundred paces from the robbers 
stronghold, and the troops were posted 
outside this village, the head men of 
wtich were summoned to a conference. 
It was then decided to send a message 
through one of them to the robbers to say 
that the soldiers had arrived to take 
measures against them, but that if they 
would promptly give up the two boys, 
special leniency would be shown them. 
Ten times did these messengers go and try 
to prevail upon. the robbers to yield, but 
they steadfastly declined to let the boys 
go, tying them up to the fence which 
surrounded their village and making passes 
across the lads’ throats with knives as they 
declared that the approach of the troops 
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would be the signal for the death of the 
boye, whose cries as they mingled with 
the defiant shouts of their captors, were 
heart-rending to listen to. 

Emissaries were sent again, and twice 
after that, to the robbers to endeavour 
to induce them to release the boys, 
but they still refused, and at last their 
father, who feared that the robbers 
were only temporising until night should 
arrive and they could make their escape 
under cover of the darkuess, implored the 
colonel upon his knees to attack them at 
ones, saying that he would sacrifice the 
lives of his sons rather than let the robbers 
go. His entreaties were supported by the 
uther heads of the clan, who said that the 
villanies of the three brothers, if allowed 
to continue, would be a source of disaster 
to the whole clan. ‘Lhe attack was then 
made, and a fierce fight followed, The 
stuckade was eventually carried by the 
second officee in command who swam the 
ditch with some ten of his followers and 
cut down the gate in the face of the 
The troops rushed through 
the opening followed by their comrades 
who had come after them, and the place 
was carried after a Herce fight inside, in the 
course of which several of the robbers were 
killed and some were taken prisoners, the 
rest managing to made their escape. 


The robbers, true to their word, had 
made several gashes in the boy’s throata 
upon the appearance of the troops, but in 
the confusion and hurry that followed upon 
the suddenness of the attack the work was 
not completely done, and the boys were 
not killed. They were carried out and 
consigned to their fathers care and, as yet, 
they are still alive. 

The Memorial concludes with an applica- 
tion for the bestowal of rewards upon the 


_ two Magistrates who have done so much 


to restore order and to clear off judicial 
arrears during their short tenure of oftice, 
asalao upon the military officers engaged in 
the various raids described. 

Request granted by Rescript. 

Tune 16th,—Sung-+60 (RS ZR) 1s appointed 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments at Moukden and Wén hui, Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies at 
Moukden. 


June 17th.—(1) Ching-hsin (#444) is 
appointed Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremouies, Ying-lsii succeed- 
ing to the post of Junior Vice-President 
of the same Board 

The only document of interest in this 
day’s issue isa Memorial from the Governor 
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of Shensi reporting the trial of a man for 
murdering his uucle under the following 
circumstances. Shang L[-shun, the mur- 
derer, is a farmer living in the Ch‘ang-wa 
District, and hia accomplice Chia Sui-yin- 
tzii, or ‘* broken silver’? Chia, was a ne’er- 
do-weel who lived close by. Shang ‘Tung- 
chih, the victim, was the uncle of Shang 
I-shun who lived in the same compound 
with his nephew but kept a separate estab- 
lishment, ‘Two years ago, Shang L-shun 
established improper relations with Chia 
Sui-yin-tzi’s wife, which were discovered 
shortly afterwards by Chia Sui-yin-tzi, 
but, being an avaricious man, he ignored 
what was going on for a consideration in 
the shape of money and other articles that 
were viven him from time to time. After 
matters had been continuing on this footing 
for some time, Chia Sui-yiu-tzit’s house fell 
down aud Shang I-shun took him and his 
wife to live with him. To this Shang’s 
wife objected, but he paid no heed, and 
the scandalous relations that existed be- 
tween Siang and Chia Sui-yin-tzi’s wife 
then became a matter of common talk, 
When Shang ‘Tung-ch h, the uncle, heard 
of it, he took his nephew to task time and 
again, beating him and forbidding the Chias 
to remain on the premises. Shang I-shun’a 
anger thus became aroused, and finally cul- 
minated when his uncle ultimately ejected 
the couple and refused to let them come 
back under any pretext. He accordingly 
determined to kill bis uncle and, with some 
difficulty, secured the connivance of Chia 
Sui-yin-tzti, promising to take him back 
into the house after his uncle’s death, 
Their plans having been arranged, Shang 
I-shun, armed with a chopper and accom- 
panied by Chia Sui-yin-tzi, who was empty 
handed, went over in the dead of night to 
Shang ‘Ttung-chit’s quarters, ‘he door 
was locked, but on peeping through a 
chink thay saw that Shany ‘I‘ung-chih was 
lying fast asleep suoring on the K‘ang. 
llaving ascertained by further observations 
that Shang ‘I’‘ung-chih’s wife was asleep in 
another room, Shang I-shun, still followed 
by Chia Sui-yin-tzii, entered his nncle’s 
room by prizing open the door, and, 
going up to the K‘ang, dealt his uncle a 
blow with the chopper. Shang T‘ung- 
chih then set up a shout of pain and 
alarm and tried to grapple with his assail- 
ant, whereupon his nephew clapped hia 
hand on his mouth while Chia Sui-yin-tzit 
drew the brick which the old man had been 
using as a pillow from under his head and 
dealt him a violent blow on the forehead 
with it. This quieted Shang T‘ung-chih, 
but Shang I-shun, seeing that his uucle 
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atill breathed, tied a rope in a running 
noose round his neck and strangled him. 
The murderers then carried the body out- 
side and buried it in a hole which they 
dug in the yard. It was discovered iu 
due course, and suspicion having been 
directed to the nephew and Chia Sui-yim- 
tzii, they: were arrested and confessed to 
the facts as above detailed. Shang I-shun 
has been condemned to death by the slow 
process and Chia Sui-yin-tzii to death by 
strangulation, the latter’s wife being sen- 
tenced to receive 100 blows (commutable 
as usual for women) and to be exposed in 
the k‘ang for one month. 

Tune 18th.—(1) A Decree directing the 
preparation of an Imperial Tablet by the 
College of Inscriptions to be suspended in 
the temple to the ‘Dragon Prince ” in the 
town of Pa-pu in the Department of Hai 
Chou in Kiangsu. This honour is con- 
ferred in thankful recognition of the res- 
ponse of the deity in question to prayers 
for rain made during tunes of drought in 
the years 1884 and 1885. 

(2) A long Memorial from the Governor 
General at Nanking and the Governor of 
Kiangsu in reply to the representations of 
an anonymous denunciator who had called 
His Majesty’s attention to the prevalence 
of crimes of a burglarious nature com- 
mitted by disbanded braves in the province 
of Kiangsu. ‘The Memoriaiists, while 
admitting that the two special instances 
did occur, maintain that in one instance 
the offenders were brought to book 
and that in the other the failure of the 
authorities to arrest the perpetrators has 
been reported to the I'hrone with a view 
to the punishment of the persons respon- 
sible for this miscarriage of justice. ‘They 
quote one or two other instances of burg- 
lary that have occurred, but while admit- 
ting that disbanded braves are a source of 
danger to public peace, they declare that 
due precautions have been taken to prevent 
the commission of crime by the irregular 
troops set free on the recent cessation of 
hostilities, and deny that the military police 
authorities have, as stated, been in collusion 
at any time with disbanded braves. 

(3) The Governor General of Szechuen 
reports the arrival at Chéng-tu Fu of the 
tribute mission from Chamdo referred to in 
several Memorials that have earlier been 
summarised, 

This Mission, which is composed of an 
Abbot called Kolénghsiangpaloérhténg as 
head of the Mission with an Abbot called 
Ssulangta‘aili, as his second, aud their fol- 
lowing, reached Ch‘éng-tu Fu upon the 
4th of February, and, having duly p:cked 
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their articles of tribute, left for Peking on 
the 9th of February. An escort was pro- 
vided for the Mission as far as Sheusi, and 
they were furnished with transport .and 
money according to the established scale. 
Letters have also been written to the high 
authorities of the provinces through which 
the Mission will pxss, invoking their assis- 
tance and protection for the Abhota and 
their following, : 

June 19th.—T éng Chi-féng, Financial 
Commissioner of Kueichow, had audience 
of leave. : 

(1) A Memorial from a Censor called 
Wéu-hai complaining of the way in which 
candidates at the metropolitan examina- 
tions openly take their opium pipes into 
the examination enclosure, and praying 
that the smoking of opium by these candi- 
dates may be riyorously prohibited. 

He commences his Memorial with the 
remark that the mischief wrought by the 
use of opium has no bounds, aud its evil 
effects are growing day by day, while in 
spite of the increase of duty that has 
recently been gradually imposed upon 
foreign opium, the money that leaves the 
country is many tens of times in excess of 
the revenue derived from it, thus depriving 
the state of its resources and also impo- 
verishing the people. 

No person who has the interests of his 
country at heart can fail to feel anxious 
for the future that is foreshadowed, and, 
as he ponde s deeply over these matters, 
he cannot but heave a deep sigh of des- 
pondency, ; 

The Memorialist was this year charged 
with the supervision of the outer circle of 
the examination enclosure, and he noticed 
opium lamps in the hands of more students 
than he could conut as they left the place, 
He thought of having them arrested and 
punished, but unfortunately they came out 
with such a rush and the offenders were so 
numerous that it would have been impos- 
sible to arrest them all. ; 

The Memorialist further learnt that the 
same state of thimvs has prevailed at 
all the examinations for the provincial and 
metropolitan degree which have been held 
of late years, and it seems to him to be 
highly unseemly and unconstitutional that 
scholars should be so oblivious of self- 
respect as to dare thus to expose their 
vices to the common g«ze. 


The chief object fur which examinations - 


are held by the Court is to obtain the 
services of useful men, and yet people of 
the class above described are allowed to 
Introduce themselves promiscuously into 
the midst of those competing who, if they 
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are fortunate enough to pass, are at once 
enrolled upon the otticial register, thus 
inducing opium-besotted scholars to enter 
Upon a career in which the greatest care 
and vigilance of selection should be 
exercised. ‘hese men, when once they 
are given a substantive post, are certain 
in indulge the habit with greater freedom 
than ever, Even in the event of any of 
them being denounced and the matter 
being enquired into, a perfunctory report 
will be submitted to the Throne to the 
effect that the matter is one of a private 
aud domestic character (which cannot be 
gone into), Under these circumstances it 
isnot to be wondered at that the number of 
opium smokers is daily on the increase, 
aud that the vice is indulged in with the 
utmost assurance. 

Now Princes and high Ministers are 
always appointed by the Throne to super- 
intend the searching of the candidates as 
they enter the enclosure upon the occasion 
of the examination for the degree of pro- 
vincial and Metropolitan graduate. An 
opium pipe and opium lamp are not difti- 
cult things to find, and the Memorial- 
ist would pray His Majesty to issue 
a Decree in explicit terms which shall cou- 
taiu positive orders that Princes and high 
ofticers shali in future cause students to be 
properly searched when they enter the 
examination enclosure, and that any can- 
didate who shall be found in possession of 
an opium ‘pipe or opium lamp shall be 
forthwith handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for the infliction of the sever- 
est form of penalty allowed. He would 
further request that similar instructions 
may be issued to the Provincial high au- 
thorities. 

(For Decree see Gazette of June 4th.) 

June Z0th.—A Sub-Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung, Governor-General at Canton, 

The Memorialist would further represent 
that he received a report from the Provincial 
Judye stating that one Liu Yii-ching, an 
Expectant District Mayistrate, was captur: d 
by pirates iu the month of March last uoder 
the following circumstances :— 

He was travelling by passage boat from 
Cauton to Hain-hui Hsien where he had 
been sent by the Prefect to bring back the 
parties in a criminal case, and on arriving 
ata place on the river known as “ Silver 
bottle Mouth ” on the contines of the Hsin- 
hui District the passage boat was attacked 
by three snake boats, each carrying a crew 
of some seventeen or eighteen armed men, 
who fired on the passage boat and swarmed 
on board, They looted the passage b.-at 
of all the muney aud clothing they cvaid 
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find amongst the passengers, including the 
clothes of Liu Yii ching and his letter of 
instructions and shot one his servants with 
a revolver. Oue of the crew of the passage 
boat was also wounded by a shot from the 
guns of the snake boat. Having looted all 
they could find, the pirates proceeded to 
carry off Liu Yii-ching and another pas- 
senger with the intention of holding them 
to ransom, ‘They took them ou board the 
snake boat, where they stripped them of 
their clothes and shoes, and warning them 
with threats not to make a noise, they 
proceeding 'o tie their heads and faces up 
in cloths, During the whole of that day 
the pirates were on the move, sometimes 
travelling by boat, sometimes by land, 
driving their captives before them during 
the land journey with such haste that their 
feet were broken and bleeding. 

The ontrage having come to the ears of 
the Prefect of Cauton he at once sent the 
military in the neighbourhood in pursuit 
of the pirates, and two steamers were 
despatched in command of Lieutenants 
who traced the pirates to a place called 
Nan-yuny in the Hsiang-shan District. 
Ou seeing the steamers the pirates de- 
camped, leaving Liu Yii-ching behind 
them, and he was found in a small boat. 

Four of the pirates were subsequently 
captured and confessed to the crime, stat. 
ing that they belonged to a gang number- 
ing over a hundred men. 

It would appear from enquiries made 
that although the act of piracy in question 
actually occurred in the Hsui-hui District, 
the pirates themselves belonged to the 
Heiang-shan District, and as the Magis- 
trate of that District although he is fur- 
nished with several hundred soldiers, 
invariably replies when acts of brigaudaye 
are committed that they never occurred, 
the Memorialist is of opinion that his want 
of action in the present case is totally in- 
excusable, the more that this is ouly one 
of many cases that have occurred during 
the past year in that District. He has 
therefore to request that the acting Mayis- 
trate of the Haiang-shan District may be 
cashiered but retained at his post, and that 
certam military ofticers in the same District 
may be deprived of their buttons, the 
whole of them being given two months in 
which to effect the arrest of the offenders 
in the case in question, an expedition being 
fitted out at the same time for the purpose, 

Request granted by Ruscript, 

June 2ist.—(1) Féng Tréug (8B) is 
appointed Superintendent cf  laperial 
Manutactories ab Soochow. 
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(2) Yeh Yung-y tian (3 FFL) is appoint- 
ed Taotai of the Tso chiang circuit in 
Kuangsi. 

(3) ‘Tan Chiin-p‘ei, Governor of Hupeh, 
reports his arrival at Wu-ch‘ang and his 
assumption of the duties of his post upon 
the 13th of May. 

June 22nd.—(1) Wang Ming-luan (7% 
HG #2) is appointed Literary Chancellor uf 
Kuangtung. 

(2) The Governor General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces announces his intended 
departure upon the 25th of May on a tour 
of military inspection through the province 
of Hupeh, going first to Ching Chow to in- 
spect the yreat Wan-ch‘éug Embankment. 

(3) A joint Memorial from P‘eng Yii- 
lin, admiral of the Yangtsze, and the acting 
Governor General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vinces reporting the death of ‘I'‘ao Li-chung, 
general of the Yo Chow naval division of 
the Yangtsze. 

The deceased officer, who commenced his 
career as a naval voluuteer in the year 1857, 
distinguished himself during the rebellion, 
more particularly at the capture of Nan- 
king, for his services on which occasion he 
was put on the list for promotion to a 
General’s command and given the title of 
Baturu, tHe had held his present post for 
nine years with great credit and his death 
is greably to be deplored. 

Iu accordance with rule the Memorialists 
beg to submit the names of two officers as 
“regular” and ‘‘ reserve’? nominees to the 
post now vacated, namely a colonel named 
Lin T6é and a colonel called Heii Yiin-fa. 
(By Decree earlier issued the appointment 
was given to the firat named officer.) 


June 23rd—(1) Ch‘én Yi (PR HA) is ap- 
pointed Governor of Anhui. 

(2)—A decree expressing lis Majesty’s 
profound regrets at the intelligence of the 
death of Wu Yiian-ping, Governor of An- 
hui, whose zeal and capacity in the various 
posts he has held at different times have 
earned for him the title of a most competent 
officer. The usual posthumous honours 
are to be paid him, and his son Wu Ch‘un- 
chin, a ‘actai on probation is to be re- 
tained in Kiangsu at the expiration of his 
mourning for appointment toa substantive 
post in that province. 

(3)—A Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor-General at Canton, asking for a 
further extension of one month’s relief 
from official duties, 

His Majesty was pleased to return the 
Memorialist’s application for permission to 
vacate his post which he made in January 
last on the ground of failing health, with 
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an endorsement granting him one month’s 
respite from his official duties, This ori- 


ginal Memorial with this endorsement op- * 


pended reached the Memorialist on the 
21st of March, and as he read His Majesty’s 
commands upon his bended knees he was 
filled with inexpressible gratitude, then 
and there setting to work to carry on the 
work of his office aud to endeavour at one 
and the same time to take measures fer 
recruiting his health in the hope of secur- 
ing a rapid recovery. Uuhappily there has 
been «# greater number of administrative 
qttestions to deal with than ever during the 
past months ; such mutters as the systema. 
tising of measures of reorganisation ; the 
exercise of general superintendence over 
the treatment of caser of brigandage, the 
restoration of order in districts infested by 
the criminal class; the reduction and weed- 
ing out of the army in its various branches ; 
the reduction of expenditure, the consi- 
de-ation of plans for river works and the 
pushing forward of these works, to comple- 
tion ; devising means of reclaiming lands 
that have been injured by accumulations 
of sand during the floods ; the institution 
of reforms iu the civil and military brauch- 
es of the public service ; and the conduct 
of matters of an international character, 
each and allin their various and complicat- 
ed phases press simultaneously upon the 
Memorialist’s attention, aud are every one 
of them thorny questions to handle, not. 
one being capable of treatment upon 
definite and regular lines already laid down. 
Add to this, the confirmed evil habits 
amongst the official class that he has to 
contend with and the numbers of ramifica- 
tions with each question is beset, causing 
confusion if dealt with precipitately, aud 
a contempt for authority if action is delay- 
ed, so that every matter that comes before 
him involves much correspondence and 
considerable discussion, 

As, however, he has only these officers 
to work with it is not expedient to handle 
them too impatiently. : 

The Governor of Kuangtung is now on 
leave, and the Memorialist has an infiuity 
of work on hand in connection with the 
consideration of matters of administration 
with his civil and military staff, and con- 
sultations with the Guvernors of the two 
provinces under his control. The numbers 
of interviews he has to give to his collea- 
gues aud subordinates and the documents 
he has read give him no leisure for food 
or sleep, or even for a moment’s rest. 
Hence he finds that his month has gone 
without the slightest diminution of his 
ailments. 
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The Memorialist hears that there isa 
large number of provincial high authorities 
who are alleging ill-health, as a plea for 
retirement, and he would not dare to 
trouble His Majesty with an application 
of this kind without due consideration, so 
it only remains for him to ask for a fur- 
ther respite of one month during which 
he will pay redoubled attention to his ail- 
ments, while he does all he can to deal 
with matters of administration. When 
the month has expired he will see whether 
or vo he is able to hold up against his ill- 
ness and make application to His Majesty 
accordingly. 

Rescript : Let him have a further re- 
spite for month. 

June 24th.—The following appointments 
are announced ; 

General of the Yen Chow Division Shan- 


tung, Wén Jui (HH). 


Financial Commissioner of Hunan, Sun 


Yi-mou (FRM). 
Judge ot Chéxiang, Liu Jui-ch'i (278 


(2) A Memorial from the Court of Cen- 
sors from one Chang Kuang-chung, a native 
of T‘ai-ho Hsien in Fuhkien, who stated 
that one Liu, who had a spite against his 
famiiy, had made an armed raid upon the 
piace where petitioner lived, had killed his 
brother’s wife, his niece, aud the father of 
aman called Li, besides pillaging over 
twenty homes. This happened two years 
ago, but the petitioner could get no redress 
because the police had been bought over by 
Liu. After filing petitions at the Prefect’s 
and Taotai’s Yaméus twice, and the Yameéus 
of the Governor and Governor-General 
once, the petitioner had come to Peking to 
seek the redress he had failed to get 
elsewhere. 

Referred by earlier Decree tu the pro- 
vince concerned. 

(3) A Memorial from the same Court re- 
porting the receipt of another petition 
from a native of Fubkien, one Lin Kuang- 
ch‘iung from Fu-ch‘ing Hsien in the Fuo- 
chow Prefecture, who states that his bro- 
ther, a fisherman, was murdered one night 
nearly eight years ago by some other fisher- 
men whom he names, who came up to his 
buat while he was catching fresh water 
porpoises, which they robbed him of and 
beat him to death. One of the parties to 
the crime was arrested, but his release 
was afterwards effected by bribery, and the 
assailants of petitioner’s brother subse- 
quently made several attacks upon his, 
petitioner's, house, robbing him of his pro- 
perty. He tried for three years to get 
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justice from the local authorities, but the 
police were bribed and not a single arrest 
was made. He then made several appeals 
to the Governor and Governor-General, 
who gave orders for the arrest of the guilty 
parties, but the local authorities set his 
instructions aside and took no pains to 
obey them. 

Referred in the usual manner. 

June 25th.—(1) A Memorial from Ma- 
t‘u-shan, Military High Commissioner for 
the Manchurian provinces, reporting his 
arrival at Shéng Ching. 

After taking leave of His Majesty upon 
the 25th of April and being favoured with 
His Majesty’sinjunctions, for the complete- 
ness of which he was inexpressibly grateful, 
the Memorialist left on the 7th of May, 
and reached Shéng Ching ou the 29th of 
May. After reverently visiting the two 
Mausolea of the two first Emperors of 
the present dynasty and completing the 
ceremonial observances there, he proceeded 
to consult with Ch‘ing-yii, the Governor, 
upon the subject of the drilling of the 
troops. As soon as their consultations 
have resulted in something approaching a 
settled plan this shall be communicated to 
His Majesty, and the Memorialist will 
proceed to visit Kirin and Hé lung Chiang, 
calling out and exereising the troops on his 
way. 

The Memorialist concludes with an ex- 
pression of his deep sense of unfitness for 
the task imposed upon him which he can 
only carry out to the best of his ability, 

(2) A sub-memorial from Chang Chih- 
tung, Governor-General at Canton. 

When General Liu Yung-fu came with- 
in the frontier last year in obedience to 
Imperial command, a certain Lin Chéng- 
h‘sing, a dissolute hanger-on of various 
regiments who styled himself a Major, 
went to Liu Yung-ftu as soon as his army 
entered the frontier and volunteered his 
services, stating that he was well known to 
all the civil andimilitary Yaméus in Canton, 
He further forged a letter of introduction 
from the provincial authorities and volun- 
teered to act as ayent for the General. The 
General having only just come under Chi- 
nese jurisdiction, and being ignorant of 
the way in which things were done there, 
did not like to brush the man off and dis- 
regard the recommendations with which he 
was furnished, so he told Liu Chéng-haing 
to attach himself temporarily to the force 
for employment as messenger or otherwise. 
The said Liu Chéng-hsing, finding that his 
chief was a simple and generous-minded 
man, and that the members of his force 
were altugether strange to the country, 





proceeded to cheat and bully them at will, 
and succeeded in getting the purchase of 
stores and supplies into his hands, levying 
a discount thereon and asserting himself 
by false representations, to the universal 
disgust and indignation of the force. The 
conduct of the man having heen brought 
to ths notice of General Liu Yung-Fu and 
of the Memorialist, to whom the general 
told # similar story and requested that 
his doings might be looked into and 
punished, the Military Secretariat was 
directed to summon Liu Chéng-hsing and 
interrogate him, when they found that the 
charges were true and requested that he 
might be punished. 

Now ever since General Liu Yung-fu has 
been in the Canton province he has main- 
tained strict discipline, and both his officers 
aud men have behaved in an orderly man- 
ner, and Liu Chénug-hsing who is an 
habitual hanger-on of camps and a prac- 
ticed swindler, should certainly be punished 
most severely for the way in which he has 
deceived these simple soldiers from the 
frontier and reaped a harvest out of them 
by means of intimidation. There is some 
uncertainty as to his actual place of domi- 
cile, for he has stated at one time that he 
comes from one,District in Kiangsu, and 
then from another District in the province. 
He then contradicted this and said he was 
a Kuangsi man, but enquiry seems to show 
that he comes from Chia-ying chon in 
Kuangtung. Mereover, on inspection of 
his commission, there was no mention 
of the rank from which he was promoted 
to the rank of Major, and his statements 
are so erratic aud evasive that he is very 
possibly an impostor. It becomes there- 
fore the duty of the Memorialist to request 
that he may be at once cashiered and 
banished into servitude on the post roads. 
Granted by Rescript. 

June 26th_—A Memorial from Tséng 
Chi-t+6 (the Marquis Teéug) applylng, in 
accordance with precedent, for the bestowal 
of marks of distinction upon the officers 
under his orders who have fulfilled a fur- 
ther term of three years, service abroad. 

After referring to the officers employed 
at Tientsin, Shanghai and Canton for the 
receipt and transmission of telegrams and 
despatches to and from the various mis- 
sions and consulates abroad, the report of 
whose services devolves upon the Ministers 
Superintendent of Northern aud Southern 
Trade and the high authorities at Canton 
respectively, the Memorialist proceeds as 
follows : 

Ma-ko-li (Macartney) Second Secretary 
of Legation residing in London, Féug-yi, 
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third Secretary, and Chang Ssiti-hetin, At- 
taché and English Interpreter, arrived at 
their posts upon the 10th of January 1876, 
and have attended the Memorialist in hie 
residence in England and Russia, Li Ching- 
mén, third Secretary, entered upon his 
duties on the let of May 1877. 
named officers have consequently now com- 
pleted their third triennial term of service. 
Yang Shu-lin, third Secretary at St. Peters- 
burg, arrived at Paris upon the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1882, but, as earlier reported to 
His Majes'y, aa this officer’s term of mourn- 
ing for the death of his parent did not 
expire until the 2nd of March, 1883, so his 
commission was not dated till that time, 
Ts‘ao En-hao, Student, arrived on the 11th 
of May, 1883, and was called upon by the 
Memorialist to Jearn drawing and to do 
copying work. These two officers have 
accordingly cumpleted three years’ service. 
The Military orderly officer Ch‘éu Chu-hua 
arrived at his pust upon the 4th of June, 
1880, and has accordingly fulfilled two 
periods of service. 

All the officers above named have either 
resided in one country or have accompanied 
the Memorialist in his visits to Russia and 
England respectively, and have been sever- 
ally employed in the preparation of Chinese 
and English despatches, or in entertaining 
the ofticials and gentry of the country in 
which they were the guests, which duties 
they one and all performed conscientiously 
aud assiduously, regardless of trouble or 
fatigue and without making any mistakes. 
It is, therefore, the natural duty of the 
Memorialist, in accordance with the rules 
enunciated by the Board of Civil office, to 
solicit rewards for them in the form sug- 
gested in the appended schedule. 

The Members of the Grand Council were 
honoured with the receipt of the following 
Decree : 

Let Féug-yi and the rest be rewarded as 


- requested, As regards the request for the 


bestowal of articles of value upon Macart- 
ney, let the Yaméu concerned consider the 
matter and report, 

June 27th —(1) The Governor of Anhui 
reports the receipt of a letter from Li 
Ch‘ény-mou, Admiral of the Yangteaze, to 
the following effect. In the year 1883 he 
obtained His Majesty’s permission to 
transfer his place ot dumicile fur the time 
being from Hunan to Nan-ling Hsien in 
Anhui. He would observe that he pur- 
chased ground for a cemetery for his 
parents in Nan-ling Hsien over twenty 
years ago and endowed the burial ground 
with land in order to secure the continuity 
of funds for sacificia] purposes. 
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of twenty years which is required by law 
before the temporary domicile can become 
the permanent domicile has now expired, 
and as the Admiral’s son who is now grown 
up and is devoted to study cannot be sent 
to the original place of domicile to euter 
for his degree because he has no home 
there to go to, the gentry of Nan-ling 
have petitioned the magistrate requesting 
him to accept the Admiral’s son as a 
candidate for examination at Nan-ling. 
He now therefore begs that the fact may 
be communicated to the Board and reported 
to His Majesty in order to be placed on 
record. The law on the subject reads as 
follows :— 

When Commanders-in-Chief and other 
military officers shall purchase property in 
the district in which they are serving and 
are unable to return to their place of 
domicile the matter shall be submitted to 
the-Throne for decision by the Governor- 
General or Governor of the Province.” 

Again, in the Manual for Literary Chan- 
cellors it is stated that in the case of stud- 
ents who are temporarily domiciled in any 
place they shall be allowed to enter for 
examination at such place of domicile at 
the expiration of twenty years counting 
from the date of payment of land tax in 
the-place in question. 

The post of Admiral of the Yangtsze is 
of modern creation, and Hunan, Anhui 
and Kiangsi all lie within his jurisdiction, 
but he has to make annual cruises of in- 
spection up and down the Yangtsze and 
has concern with local matters, differing 
herein from substantive holders of civil 
apvointments as well as from military 
Officers of other branches, There being 
no station of the Admiral of the Yangtsze 
at Nan-ling, and it being moreover beyond 
his jurisdiction, the present application of 
Li Ch‘éng-mou is in conformity with law, 
and the Memorialist begs to submit it for 
the favourable consideration of His Majesty. 

Rescript : Let the Buard of Ceremunies 
take cognisance, 

(2) A.Sub-Memorial from the Marquis 
Tséug. Under the regulations for the 
guidance of officers serving abroad, drawn 
up by the T'sung-li Yamén and approved by 
the Throne, in the event of the death of a 
parent of any officer serving abroad, the 
Minister to whom he is attached may, if 
such officer has work in hand which is not 
completed, detain him until it is comple- 
ted, after which he shall return to China 
and fulfil his period of mourning. 

Lhe Memorialist received a report from 
Hsiao Yéu-chieh, one of his staff, the au- 
tumn before last to the effect that intelli- 
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gence had reached him of his father’s death, 
and begging for permission to return to hia 
home to fulfil the prescribed usages. ‘This 
officer, however, was so capable in the 
preparation of despatches aud reports and 
the Memorialist’s term of office was so 
nearly at an end, that it seemed inex- 
pedient to send another officer to take his 
place, and he was accordingly retained, as 
was reported to the Tsung-li Yaméu, until 
he had finished the work he-had in hand. 
In due course a telegraphic Decree was 
received yranting Memorialist permission 
! On the con- 
clusion of his second term of three years’ 
service Hsiao Yén-chieh again applied for 
permission to go home to bury his father 
and fulfil his mourning, but just then 
Féng-yi, one of the Secretaries in England, 
fell seriously ill, and his duties were tem- 
porarily tranferred to Hsiao Yén-chieh. 

As, however, the Memorialist is now 
about to hand over charge, the officer in 
question should be permitted to return in 
advance of him in order tu bury his parent. 

Rescript : Let the Yamén concerned take 
note, 

June 28th,—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the depth of one inch and up- 
wards of saturation. 

(1) A Joint Memorial from the Lieuten- 
aut-General and Deputy Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral at Ching Chou in Hupeh. 

The Memorialists beg to report that the 
Colonel of the Blue Banner corps recently 
bron-:ht to their notice the conduct of 
Shuang-p‘ei, a Yiin-ch‘i-yii or noble of the 
eighth grade, who was denounced by his 
captain, Shuang-p‘ei, who is twenty four 
years of age aud had earlier performed 
his official duties properly, had, his cap- 
tain complained, repeatedly neglected of 
late years to come on duty when his turn 
came round or to put in an appearance 
at drill, His conduct, moreover, was far 
from correct and he refused to amend his 
ways in spite of repeated reprimands and 
cautions ; he was, in fact, a disyrace to the 
service. These charges having been veri- 
fied by the Colonel, were reported by him 
to the Memorialists who in turn, ordered 
the conduct of the said officer to be en- 
quired into with similar results, 

They would observe that the neglect of 
his official duties and the low conduct in- 
dulged in by the paid Shuang-p‘ei show 
that it is impossible to make anything of 
him, and it is not expedient that so dis- 
reputable an officer should be tolerated in 
the service. They therefore pray that he 
may be deprived of his hereditary title, in 
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order to maintain regimental discipline 
and serve as a warning against official de- 
pravity. ‘The Memorialists will refer the 
question of the transmission of his title to 
a successor to the Board and the Banner 
concerned.—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung reporting a case of parricide 
under the following circumstances :— 

Wa Ta-hé-hsiao or, as he was properly 
called, Wu Yi-hsiang, lived with his father 
in Ch‘ao-ch‘éng Hsien and was a ne’er-do- 
weel who was neither fi ial in his behaviour 
nor obedient to his parents, One day four 
years »go when he waa at work in the fields, 
his father Wu K‘uei-hsing went to the room 
of Wu Yi-hsiang’s wife and tried to fake 
liberties with her which she resented, as did 
also his own daughter who waa attracted 
to the room by the rating which the in- 
diguant woman administered to her father- 
in-law. When Wa Yi-hsiany returned 
from work he was told what had occurred 
and afterwards continually taunted his 
father with the fact, whereupon the latter 
got angry and finally turned his son 
out of doors, Eventually the quarrel was 
adjusted by the head of the clan who 
prevailed upon the father to give his 
son a share of his land, and they 
lived apart. In the winter of the same 
year Wu Yi-hsiang’s wife went to a neigh- 
hour’s house to borrow a grindstone, and 
her father-in-law meeting her on the way 
scolded her and told her that young women 
had no business to go gadding about out 
of doors, His son who was with his wife, 
protested, whereupon Wu Kuei-hsing at- 
tacked his son with a carrying pole. Wu Yi- 
hsiang, in a moment of excitement threw 
his father down, and while he held him 
down drew his knife and stabbed him with 
it on the forehead and in the neck, after 
which he broke loose from the women folk 
who got hold of him and rau away, ‘The 
father afterward died from the injuries he 
had received, but the son was nowhere to 
be found and the authorities having failed 
to arrest him within the usual allotted time 
were duly punished for their remissness, 
Last year, however, Wu Yi-hsiang was 
engaged iu a burglary, and having been 
caught, his identity was established, so he 
has, after all due formalities have been gone 
through, been put to death by the slow 
process. 

June 29th.—(1) A Joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General, Governor and Super- 
intendent of Customs at Canton reporting 
the despatch of the first instalment of the 
subsidy due to Peking from the Canton 
Customs for the present year. 
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The assessment of the Canton Customs 


for the twelfth year of Kuang Hai (1886) 


is as follows :— 
Tis. 

From the maritime (or foreign ) 

duties ..... sreccccsccssccscscesscecseces 100,000 
New supplementary assessment ... 60,000 
Contribution to the N E. frontier 

defence fund .........ssccecssesseeee 120,000 
Contribution to general frontier 

defence expenditure ............... 120,000 





Do. Do. Do. ...... 200,000 
Metropolitan saiary augmentation 
FU ..6..-ccescevee reece sereeceescreee 40.000 


Ottice of the Luperial Household... 300,000 


Total............Lls, 940,000 





(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang renewing an appli- 
cation for the recognition of the services 
of certain naval officers who watched the 
construction of the German ironclads and 
came out with them to China. The Board 
of War have ruled these recommendations 
to be out of order because the regulations 
under which recommendation of services 
is allowed to be made specially exclude 
officers employed in arsenals or dockyards, 

The Memorialist would submit that the 
rules quoted by the Board refer to arsenals 
and dockyards in China, and do not include 
officers who are serving abroad, as is amply 
proved by the fact that officers, civil aud 
military, attached to the staff of China 
Ministers abroad, have been permitted to 
be recommended time and again at the 
expiry of «a three years’ term of service, 
The twelve ofticers whose names the 
memorialist has submitted for promo- 
tion were sent to Germany for the 
express purpose of looking after the ‘¢ Ting 
Yuan” and other ironclads during build- 
ing, and they remained abroad over three 
years, frequenting the dockyard day and 
night, caretully scrutinising the method and 
principle upon which the vessels were 
built, and, finally, coming back to Chiua 
in the vessels with the German subaltern 


officers, traversing these thousands of miles, 


of sea in safety. Five years ago the ofticers 
who came back in the vessels of war built 
in the English dockyards were allowed to 
be recommended for distinctions, and the 
present case is precisely similar, while the 
services rendered are greater than those of 
officers accompanying Ministers abrvad 
who have only to deal with questions of 
an international character. It is essential, 
moreover, at the time when a navy is in 
process of organisation that every stimulus 
to zeal should be made use of, and if 
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officers in oases of this kind, who are entitled 
to rewards by the regulations, find them- 
solves deprived of these rewards in manifest 
opposition to precedents already established, 
there will be no means of arousing their 
gratitude or obtaining the full benefit of the 
services they are able to render. Memo- 
rialist begs therefore that the Board may be 
called upon to allot the rewards applied for 
iu his earlier memorial and sanctioned by 
the Throne. —Request granted by Rescript. 
(8) The same officer announces the receipt 
- ofa ‘* petition ” from Shéng Heiian-huai, 
Hsieh Chia-fu and the other geutry form. 
ing the committee of an institution in 
Shanghai know as the Ch‘ou Chén Kung So, 
or office for the raising of charitable funds, 
in which they state that repeated applica- 
tions having been made to thei for aasis- 
tance in relieving the distress in various 
districts in Shantung from one Yéh Tso- 
lin, » gentleman from Nanking who had 
ne to help the sufferers, they the said 
Shéng H-tian-huai and Haieh Chia-fu, had 
made an agreement between the China 
Merchants Co., and the steamer companies 
represented hy Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
and Oo., Buttertield & Swire, and McBain 
to raise the rate charged for passengers in 
order to assist the relief funds, ‘I'ls. 30,000 
had now been raised in this manner which 
they begged the Memorialist to depute an 
officer of rauk to handle in order that the 
money might be really usefully applied. 
The Memorialist proposes to depute 
Chin Fu-tséng, an expectant Taotai of 
Ohihli, who has experience in these 
matters, to see to the distribution of the 
money, ard he has called upon the Tientaiu 
relief agency, hard pushed as they are to 
supplement the fund by Tis. 5,000.—Re- 
script: We have taken cognisauce. 
June 30th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced ;— 


Mo Jung-kan (3 4 BB), Groom of the 


Library, Imperial supervisorate of Iustruc- 
tion, 
Mien-yi (¥s ") Sub-Chancellor of the 


Grand Secretariat, 

Chang Kuo-chéng (7§ py JE), Grain Com- 
missioner of Fuhkien. 

(2) A Decree sanctioning an application 
from the Governor of Shantung for per- 
mission to erect a Memorial temple in the 
capital of that province to the late Ting 
Pao-chéng, Governor-General «f Szechuen, 
who was formerly Governor of Shantung. 
During his incumbency of the latter post he 
did great service to the province generally 
in the suppression of rebellion, the issue 
of relief, the construction of river works, 
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the administration of justice and the foun 
ding of schools, ete, 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chekiang submitting a supplementary list of 
the names of officers present at the ‘vic- 
torious engagement” at Chén-hai with the 
French. ‘I'his list has been reduced to the 
names of officers actually present and un- 
der tire at the time of the engagement, 
and it is hoped that His Majesty will be 
pleased to sanction the bestowal of marks 
of distinction upon them as in the case of 
those earlier recommended. 

(4) A Memorial from Ch‘ing-yii, Gover- 
nor of Shéng Ching. 

The Memorialist has to report that 
Hsiang-han, Imperial clausman and Cap- 
tain in command of the garrison at Kuany- 
ning Ch-éng, applied for permission to 
keep with him his son and his grandson 
who had obtained leave from the Imperial 
clan court to go from Peking on a visit to 
him, This leave was now up but as the 
Captain had no one t» look after his 
domestic affaires, he hoped that he might 
be allowed to retain his son for that pur- 
pose, keeping his grandson there too to 
continue his studies, 

Having ascertained that applicatious of 
this uature should be referred to the Board 
of war for instructions, the Memorialist 
wrote to the Board accordingly, and they 
replied last year to the eflect that the 
Memorialist had omitted to state the age 
of the son and grandson of the applicant. 
These particulars were called for, and 
the Board was informed that the sen 
was 37 years of age and the grandson 13. 
To this report they replied in due course 
that as the son was already of full age an 
application for permission to retain him to 
look after his father’s domestic affairs must 
be made to the Throne. 

The Memorialist accordingly begs to 
submit the foregoing application fur His 
Majesty’s favourable consideration. 

Granted by Rescript. 

(5) The Governor of Chékiang applies 
for the bestowal of reward upon certain 
members of the ofticial class, who have been 
instrumental during the past year in col- 
lecting contributions in aid of maritime 
defence, under promises that they should 
be given titular rank as a reward for their 
exertions and liberality. During the ten 
months ending with the close of last year, 
exclusive of contributions forwarded direct 
to the committee, the gentry in the two 
prefectures of Ningpo and Shao-hsing col- 
lected altogether over ‘I'ls. 300,000 which 
was in point of fact the mainstay of the 
army during the time that the port of 
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Ningpo was closed at Chéu-hai and the 
likin revenue receipts were at a standstill, 

By a Rescript appended to the Memo- 
rial, three of the officers named are to be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of forms of reward, and the claims of 
the others are to be duly considered by 
them, 


(6) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansu. 

The Memorialist is in receipt of a de- 
spatch from the Board of Revenue in which 
they remark, that the Treasury debt in the 
return of Kansu accounts up to the end 
of the eighth year of Kuang Hsii (January 
1883), which is set down at T's. 3,770,000 
odd, cannot be all on account of legally 
authorised expenditure, and any items 
which are not legally authorised should at 
once be suppressed. 

In reply the Memorialist has to state that 
the debt of Tls. 3,770,000 up to January 
1883, and a further debt of Tla. 19,000 odd 
for the years 1883, 1884 and 1883, includes 
a sum of Tls, 1,000,000 and upwards due 
to civil and military officials for arrevrs of 
pay and anti-extortion allowance, Some 
amongst the officers to whom these pay- 
ments are due are dead and their families 
have not the means of taking their remains 
away. ‘he families of other deceased 
officers have been left destitute, while 
others who have retired on account of age 
are too poor to get away. ‘The condition 
of these persons who have been obliged to 
remain, because there were no funds from 
which to pay them the salaries due to 
themselves or their heirs, is pitiable in the 
extreme, and it is now proposed to pay 
them 30 or 40 per cent. of the money 
owing and to cancel the remainder of the 
debt. 

Rescript :—Let the Board of Revenue 
take cognisance. 

July 1st,—No documents of importance. 

July 2nud.—Huang T‘i-fang (Be AB FF) is 
appointed Commissioner of the Office of 
‘Transmission, 

July 3rd.—A joint Memorial from the 
Governor-General and the Governor at 
Canton requesting His Majesty’s sanction 
to the levy of contributions from the peo- 
ple under the joint supervision of ofticials 
and gentry for the support of the extra 
police service that the prevalence of brig- 
andage and piracy in the Canton province 
entails, 

The Memorialists are in receipt of a re- 
presentation from the Financial and Judicial 
Commissioners and the Committee of Re- 
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organisation of which the following is the 
substance :— 

Brigandayge is so prevalent in Kuangtung 
that the ordinary police allotted to each 
Magistracy are quite unable to cope with it, 
aud the troops forming the ordinary patrols 
are quite insufficient for the needa of the 
country, so that it has been necessary to 
supplement them by several thousand men. 
The cost of maintaining these men, with 
the boals necessary for patrolling the 
rivers, their arms and ammunition, absorbs 
over three lacs of Tuels a year, exclusive of 
payments to spies and rewards for arregts 
made, etc, The expenditure is not included 
in the maritime defence account, and as 
the Treasury is at present in an especially 
insolvent state, and as the various contri- 
butions levied under different names for 
maritime defence have all been put a stop 
to, there is absolutely no source from 
which the funds above specified can be 
drawn. The irregular troops employed 
for police purposes have been reduced in 
numbers on four separates occasions, but, 
unfortunately, brigandage is daily on 
the increase, to the universal injury of 
the people, and in spite of the infliction 
of severe punishment upon the officials 
to whose want of precaution these crimes 
are due. If, therefore, the military police 
force and the boats employed by them 
be entirely done away with, the condi- 
tion to which the country will be reduced 
admits of no question, ‘The constant and 
heavy annual expenditure which the main- 
tenance of this force entails is one which 
no financial department of the province 
can meet, and after consultation with the 
Prefect and Magistrate, as well as with the 
military, and cousideration of the matter 
with the localyentry, who were convened by 
the purpose, the conclusion that has been 
come to is that the money must be raised 
locally, and the funds of the mercantile 
community must be applied to their own 
protection and of the people generally, 
At Canton itself, the centre of a large 
trade, there are no likin barriers, but in the 
year 1869 a local likin was collected at 
Fatshan, Chiang-méu and Ch‘én-te‘an, the 
levy being undertaken by the merchants, 
and the rate charged being less by one 
half than that levied on goods in transitu, 
Moreover the tax was only levied on 
articles that had hitherto been exempt. 
The system has worked without friction 
for many years, and the merchants who 
farmed the tax have made a profit out of the 
business, although the amount charged is 
less than in the provinces of Kiangsu, 
Chékiang, Hunan and Kiangsi, where the 
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loonl (4B JZ) and transitu (47 /B) tax are 
separately ievied instead of being simultane- 
ously collected.- A proof of the factthat the 
impost is not excessive and is not objected 
tvisshown by the r adiness with which 
the Committee of the Foundling Hospital 
at Canton raised subscriptions for maritime 
defence two years ago, and as neglect to 
adopt systematic police measures would 
result in open burglary and theft and the 
removal of trade elsewhere, not to mention 
the great disquietude to the resident po- 
pulation, the only resource is to prevail 
upon the mercantile class to assist with 
contributions, towards police expenditure. 
Tne Foundling Hospital at Canton being a 
centre at which the mercantile community 
congregates and an institution which from 
its charitable objects inspires universal con- 
fidence, it is now proposed to entrust the col- 
lection of ‘‘ contributions” for police pur- 
poses to the committee of this institution, 
who will establish a special ottice forthe pur- 
pose in Canton, and determine the rates to 
be charged in accordance with the salable- 
ness of the goods taxed. ‘I'he hands of the 
Committee will be lett perfectly free, and 
as the contributions levied from the people 
will be applied to their own requirements, 
no hardships will be entailed upon the 
various branches of trade effected. 


More than ‘Taels 100,000 of the contribu- 
tions promised during the past two years 
for maritime defence still remain unpaid, 
and efforts will be made to get these iu, 
after which the usual rewards will be ap- 
plied for to the contributors. 

The scheme as above detailed is strongly 
supported by the Memorialists, and is ap- 
proved by Imperial Rescript. 

July 4th.—A joint Memorial from the 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansu 
and the Governor of the New Dominion 
requesting His Majesty, in viaw of the 
fast that the distribution of the civil juris- 
diction in Kashgaria is complete, to allow 
the Acting Commander-in-chief of Urumtsi 
to remove his headquarters to Kashgar. 

Some time since, the Memorialist Liu 
Chin-t‘ang requested the sanction of His 
Majesty to an arrangement under which 
the Commander-in-chief at U. umtsi was to 
remove his headquarters to Kashyar, and 
the General in command of the garrison at 
that place was to be sent to Aksu. The 
Board, on the question being referred to 
them, approved of the arrangement, but 
suggested that an explanation should be 
given of the transfers of minor oflicers 
to Kashyar that would follow on the 
contemplated change. This suggestion 
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was approved by an Imperial Decree dated 
the 16th of November, 1884, and the Me- 
morialist would now observe that as Kash- 
gar is the important place in the southern 
portion of the New Dominion it is impe- 
rative that a substantial military force 
should be stationed there in order duly 
to hold it. The ¢% tu, or Commander- 
in-Chief, having the chief control of the 
army in the province, it is important 
that he should be transferred thither, and 
that the establishment of a permanent and 
reguglar force should be considered, when 
the irregulars that are at present stationed 
there can be abolished by degrees or 
changed into the permanent branch. The 
first requisite, however, is to establish the 
Commander-in-chief’s personal brigade, 
after which it will be possible to consider 
the manner in which the other brigades are 
to be organised. Chin Yiin-ch‘ang, the 
Commander-in-Chief at Urumtsi, having 
applied for permission to vacate his post 
on the ground of ill-health, the Memo- 
rialist, with His Majesty’s permission, 
appointed T‘an Shang-lien, General at 
Hai-ming, to hold the acting post for the 
time being. The officer was stationed at 
Manas, and could not for the moment find 
a substitute, aud when the Memorialist 
Liu Chin-t‘ang was sent to Ili to clear up 
matters connected with the irregular troops 
in that region, the acting Commander-in- 
chief was at Kurkara-usu with a detach- 
ment of troops, 80 it was not expedient at 
the time to make the explanations above 
referred to. Certain progress has now, how- 
ever, been made in the disposition of the 
irregular troops in Ili, and the General 
of the Central Hsi-han Division in Shensi 
has been placed in command of the six 
battalions of infantry and cavalry sta- 
tioned in the Uhing-ho district of Sun- 
garia, so that there is now no further occa- 
sion for Tan Shang-lien to look after 
them. Moreover, the distribution of the 
civil jurisdiction in Kashgaria has been 
in operation for three years, and the estab- 
lishment of garrisons at the important 
points of vantage is a matter which can 
be no longer postponed. The ability and 
bravery of ‘I'‘an Shang-lien are well kuown, 
and his removal to Kashgaria will be a 
distinct gain, so the Memorialists hope that 
His Majesty will allow him to transfer his 
head quarters forthwith to Kashgar, where 
he will duly consider the arrangements 
that should be made. The Colonels and 
minor olticers attached to the Commander 
in-chief’s brigade will remain at Urumtsi 
aud the brigade will befattached to the Go 
vernor’s command, It is requested that 


92 


(Jury 4—6. 





new seal be issued to the Commander-in- 
chief, the title assigned to him being 
‘*General Commanding at Kashgar,” with 
the privilege of addressing the Throne 
direct.—Resoript: ‘ Let it be as requested.” 

July 5th and 6th.—The whole of the 
‘6 Gazette” of the 5th of July and a portion 
of the issue of the 6th are occupied with a 
joint Memorial from the Governor-General 
at Canton and the Governor of Kuangsi 
reporting the result of enquiries into certain 
malpractices iu connection with the Customs 
administration at Wu-chou in Kuangsi 
and other matters which were brought to 
the notice of the Throne by a Memorialiat 
whose name is withheld. 

A decree ordering an enquiry to be 
made into these alleged malpractices was 
issued néarly two years ago, but although 
a report was called for from the then Go- 
vernor of Kuaugsi, not a word did he vouch- 
safe in reply. Lhe enquiry was further 
delayed from other causes, but at length 
a careful investigation was made through 
the agency of detectives into the whole 
Customs administration of the Wu-chou 
Customs, and the results are, in brief, as 
follows :— 

The original charges consisted of four 
main indictments, viz :— 

1.—In addition to the regular customs 
duties, a further charge of 100 per cent, 
was levied, realising annually some Tis, 
400,000 to Tls. 500,000, all of which was 
appropriated by the collectors. 

2.—That two clerks called Huang in 
charge of the departments connected with 
official appointments under the Provincial 
Treasurer were in the habit of levying fees 
upon newly appointed officials in propor- 
tion to the lucrativeness of the posts ob- 
tained, 

3.—That there was an excessive number 
of lekin barriers in Kuangsi, not to men- 
tion illicit barriers without number estab- 
lished in out-of-the way places, of the whole 
of the revenue collected at which not more 
than ten or twenty per cent. reached the 
public exchequer. 

4,—The arrears of unsettled cases in the 
various Departments and Districts of 
Kwangsi were enormous, and the wit- 
nesses were kept in prison pending the 
hearing of these cases, where they were 
beaten and given nothing to eat, causing a 
large mortality from starvation and sick- 
ness. 

With regard to the first count the Memo- 
rialists state that ever since the year 1857 
extra duties were levied on goods in addi- 
tion to the tariff rate, for military and police 
purposes and the current expenditure of 
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various Yaméns, Thesa extra duties did 
not as far as the government was concerned, 
amount to more than Tle, 100000 odd, 
but the merchants actually paid « great 
deal more, which wasabsorbed by the verious 
underlings. Although of course there are 
no registers by which this fact can be sub- 
stantiated, it has been proved by the disco- 
very of certain account books in which the 
amounts distributed amongst the under 
lings are recorded, and it ia estimated that 
this irregular levy realises some Tis. 
100,000 annually. This the Memorialists 
stigmatise as a grievous burden for the 
people. 

The course of these enquiries has led to 
the discovery of other abuses which are not 
alluded to in the denunciatory memorial. 
It is the practice of the Wu-chou Customs 
to measure the tonnage capacity of junks 
by yin (Bq). One yin is 5,000 catties and 
consists of a cubic measurement of ten feet 
(Chinese) long, by ten feet broad and one 
foot deep. 
not understanding the principles of these 
Measurements are often told that their 
vessels have, for instance, a capacity of 
seven yin instead of five, and as a matter 
of favour are allowed to pay on six. yin, 
thus being actually cheated out of duty on 
5,000 catties, ‘This duty which is called 


yin tou (fj BA) brings the collectors over 
and above what is accounted for, some Tila. 
70,000 a year. 

Another charge which is levied is called 
wii fet or S extranedus fees” which brings 
in to the collectors dver Tls. 6,000 a year, 


Another charge called hsien fei (5% FB) 
is levied on duty-free articles, such ss pen- 
cils, bamboo canes, water jars, tiles, fire- 
crackers, etc., which realises Tis. 5,000 
anuually and goes to Un bot searchers, 
etc. Another fee called, ch‘at huo, or 
‘firing,’ which ia charged one cash a 
bundle, realises Tls. 13, odd a year 
which goes towards the general expenses 
of the Customs, 

These above|charges givea total of over Tls, 
200,000 which traders are called on to pay 
over and above the regular Customs duties, 
not a fraction of which is spent by the 
State, and itis proposed that the whole 
of these fees shall be abolished by\ procla- 
mation and the tariff of authorised \duties 
be cut on stones placed at different points 
within a radius of ten li from the Customs. 
The duty called yin t‘ouw will also be jabo- 
lished together with the varions class¢s of 
clerks and runners under different deno- 
minations, Inspectors being appointed: in- 
stead who will be granted 5 per cent on the 
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regular duties collected by them to serve 
as “maintenance money.” ‘The charge on 
firewood which is not felt individually but 
amounts in the aggregate to a considerable 
aom, will continue to be levied, but will 
go to the public account. 

It is estimated that the above reforms 
will effect a saving to the trading class of 
about Tls. 260,000 a year. 


As regards the second count it has been 
found that all the clerks of the name of 
Huang have been sent away and that the 
abuses complained of do not exist. 


With reference to the alleged excess 
of lekin barriers, while it is admitted that 
they are many in number, the quantity 
is necessary in order to cut off goods 
evading the regular barriers, and lekin is 
not ‘levied at all of them, lekin being 
in fact only leviable once, and this paid, 
the, goods are only inspected at other 
barriers and passed on. No complaints 
have been made, and there are no illicit or 
 Wurecognised barriers. The annual revenue 

from lekin is about ‘I'ls. 600,000. ‘Twenty 
barriers have already been abolished on 
Imperial command, and further reduction 
of numbers is impossible, As regards the 
last count of the denunciator, the memori- 
slists have to state that Department aud 
District Magistrates have to send in month- 
ly returns of settled aud unsettled cases so 
that it is known that the arrears are not 
large. Witnesses awaiting examina‘ion are, 
where practicable, let out on bail, but it has 
to be admitted that Mayistrates are not in- 
variably diligent and iutelligent in the 
exercise of their calling, and it will be the 
duty of the Memorialists tu make secret 
enquiries from time to time and to punish 
with an unsparing hand auy cunduct of 
the kind indicated. 

Iu conclusion the Memorialists state that 
the officers by whom these discoveries were 
made have established the fact that the 
Wa-chou Customs is a burden and a 
grievance upon the people. Attympts were 
made by bribery and threats to induce 
these officers to suppress facts, but they 
refused to do so and futile attempts were 
then made to discredit them with the 
Memorialists, Liang Chiin, the Prefect of 
We-chou, is inexcusable, firstly, for his 
inability to check the abuses that prevailed 
and then for his neglect to expose his sub- 
ordinates when ealled upon to report upon 
the matter. It would not be fair, how- 
wer, to hold him svlely responsible for 
thuses which existed befure he took oftice, 
wmd-in view of the fact that he is a com- 
petout officer it is suggested that he be 
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dealt with leniently and that he be disrated 
to the rank of Sub-prefect. 

For Decree see Gazette of 30th May. 

July 7th.—A Memorial from the Gover- 
nors of Hé-lung Chiang and Tsi-tsihar re- 
questing His Majesty to cashier three ofti- 
cers who left their guard stations on the 
Ruasian Frontier without permission. 

In consequence of the crossing of the 
Amoor River by Russians to wash for gold, 
the Memorialists obtained His Majesty’s 
permission some time since to establish 
certain guard stations along the river, at 
which soldiers were stationed all the year 
round, and provided with rations, ‘The 
officers and men, who are drafted from the 
four towns of Hé-lung Chiany, ‘T'si-tsihar, 
Merguen and Putéha, are changed once a 
year. 

In the month of February last it was re- 
ported to the Memorialists by the Depu'y 
Lieutenant-General at Hulunpeiéch aud 
other officers that three oflicers stationed 
at three of the station: above referred to 
had left their posts in consequence of their 
rations having run short ; but although they 
met fresh rations coming to them on the 
way, they did not take delivery of them 
and return to their respective stations. 

The astonishment of the Memorialists 
at the receipt of this news was great, and 
orders were given that the officers were to 
be called upon to return at once, and if 
they refused they were to be sent to the 
provincial capital for punishment. The 
officers in due course arrived under escort 
at Hé-lung Chiany, and they were forthwith 
handed over to the usual officers for inter- 
regation, ‘They stated in explanation of 
their conduct that on going last year to 
their respective stations, the rations which 
they carried with them were washed away, 
and as the fresh supplies due last winter 
trom Hulunpeiéch did not arrive, they were 
positively afraid that their men would die 
vf hunger, so they brought them back. 
Although they met their fresh supplies on 
the way, they could not return, as their 
horses had died. 

The Memorialists, in reviewing the con- 
duct of the otticers in question as shown by 
their own story, observe that it shows an 
absolute ignorance of what w:s due from 
men of their position, and they recommend 
that all three of them be forthwith cashiered 
as an example fur the future. Granted by 
Rescript. 

July 8th and 9:h.—The whole of the 
Gazette of the 8th and a portion of the 
issue of the 9: of July is occupied with a 
joint Memorial from the Governor-General 
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to certain charges of fraud brought against 
the administrators of the Customs Collec- 
torates of Huar-g kang in the Chao-ch‘ing 
Prefecture, and of the Tung-kuan Collec- 
torate in the Ch‘ao-chou Prefecture of the 
Kuangtung Province. 

The denunciator, whose name is with- 
held, ranges his accusations under the 
following six heads :-— 

1 —The receipts of the Huang-kang Col- 
lectorate are ‘I'ls. 100,000, but are returned 
at Tls, 30,000. 

2.—'That illegal fees are extorted from 
traders under various denominations, 

3 —That all the clerks and underlings 
employed at this Collectorate pay heavy 
sums to obtain their posts. 

4.—That the Prefect of Chao-ch‘ing Fu 
sends an annual douceur of Ts. 3,000 to 
the Financial Commissioner, That the late 
Financial Commissioner declined to accept 
this bribe, and demanded from the Pre- 
fect a contribution of Tl», 10,000 for public 
purposes which he paid with sume difficulty. 

5.—That a late Prefect of Ch‘ao-chou 
designedly lowered the rates of duty at the 
Tung-kuan Collectorate with the object of 
attracting importers of foreign crépe and cut 
tobacco to pass them at his Customs. 

6.—That all the duties levied upon the 
above two commodities were appropriated 
by the Prefect. 

ln reply to the first charge the Memoria- 
lists deny the allegations made. The re- 
ceipts, they say, do not amount to Tis. 
100.000, but to some Tis. 80,000 or Ts. 
90,000, all of which is accounted for, 

Charge number two is admitted to be 
founded or fact, and the amount of irregu- 
lar fees levied and appropriated by the 
clerks and underlinys is estimated at sume- 
thing like ‘Ils. 120,000 per annum, : 

Charge number three is also admitted to 
be correct, but only in the case of certain 
past Prefects, the present Prefect having 
declined to receive payment for the ap- 
pointment of underlings. 

Charge number four is also admitted to 
be founded on fact, a former Prefect having 
given a previous Financid Commissioner 
Tis. 3,600 per anuum ; but the practice has 
long since been abandoned. The clerks, 
however, continue to pay this annual fee, 
which the late Financial Commissioner re- 
tained for public purposes, 

The remedy proposed for the abuses pre- 
valent at the Huang-kang Collectorate is to 
dismiss all the present staff of clerks aud 
underlings and to oppoint others in their 
place, putting titular officers over them, and 
abulishing all irregular fees, thereby saving 
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the tax-payers some Tls. 120,000 per 
annum, ¥ 

With regard to the Tung-kuan Collec- 
torate at Ch‘ao-chou Fu. it is only charged 
with the collection of duties, and not of 
lekin, and foreign crépe and cut tobacco 
pass this Customs, not because the duties 
have been reduced, but because the route 
is more convenient. The duties thereon 
are not appropriated, but duly paid in to the 
Treasury. 

In conclusion the Memorialists observe 
that Customs Collectorates are assessed at 
a fixed annual rating, and if: the full 
amount at which a Customs is assessed is 
collected, there is no legal prohibition 
against the collectors appropriating the 
surplus. It is, however, proposed, in view 
of the importance of maritime defence, 
that the Huang-kang Collectorate shall be 
called upon to pay Tls. 30,000 annually to 
the maritime defence fundin addition to the 
reguiar assessment, a similar charge of 
Tls. 20,000 being laid upon the Tung-kuan 
Collectorate, such contributions being made 
imperative for ten years to come. 

As no irregularity has been proved 
against Chang Lien-kuei, the late Prefect 
of Ch‘ao-chou, his case need not be con- 
sidered. No charge of irregularity has 
been proved against the Prefect of Chao- 
ch‘ing Fu either, but he is to blame for 
not having prevented his underlings from 
laying burdens upon traders, As, how- 
ever, the abuses in question are of long- 
standing and did not spring up during his 
administration, it is suggested that he be 
treated leniently and be sentenced to de- 
privation of rank with retention at his 
post,— Approved by Rescript. 

(2) The Grand Secretary Yén Ching- 
ming is granted one mouth’s extension of 
leave. 

July 10th.—A Decree. Inasmuch as the 
Emperor was of tender age upon his ac- 
cession to the Throne, and the Princes 
and high Ministers could not be without 
an authority to appeal to and receive 
instructions from in all matters regarding 
the employment of individuals and the 
carrying on of Government, We yielded 
consent to the entreaty of the Court that 
We would ‘give an ear to affairs of Go- 
vernment from behind the curtain.” We 
futher ordained that when he should have 
fulfilled the period of his education the 
Emperor should forthwith assume the per- 
sonal government of the Empire. 

For the past ten years and more he has 
been assiduous in his studies, and has been 
daily renewing his virtue and fitting him- 
self for his duties in life. Of late he has 
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been opening and perusing reports to the 
Throne, arguing on the merits of bygone 
policy, and deciding questions of present 
moment, and has shown a capacity to deter- 
mine between proper and improper courses 
of action and justly to weigh questions of 
pro, and con. 

Upon giving audience this day to Yi- 
huan, Prince Ch’un, Shih-to, Prince Li, 
aud other members of the Grand Council, 
We announced to them that, commencing 
with the Great Sacrifices to Heaven at the 
Winter Solstice of the present year, the 
Emperor would proceed to the Temple of 
Heaven to conduct the observances in per- 
sou, and we commanded that the Imperial 
Board of Astronomy should select an aus- 
picious day next year for the performance 
of the ceremonial attendant upon the per- 
sonal assumption of Government. 

Upon hearing this announcement, the 
Emperor knelt long upon hia knees en- 
treating us to excuse him, while Prince 
Ouw’un aud the Members of the Grand 
Vouncil urged that the difficulties of the 
time were many in number, that there 
Were countless and complicated questions 
to be dealt with, «nd that the Emperor 
was atill making daily progress and monthly 
advance in the pursuit of studies which he 
hed not brought to completion. If, there- 
fore, he might be allowed to postpone the 
personal direction of the various details of 
Government, he would certainly be still 
better able when the time did come to 
bring complete perception to bear upon his 
duties and perform them with even a larger 
Measure of success, to the greit good for- 
tuue of the ofticials and people uf the Em- 
pire at large. 

These entreaties were urged upon us 
again and once again in language which was 
the outcome of complete sincerity, but 
bearing in mind, as We do, that the estab- 
lishment of a feminine Regency was only 
&® matter of temporary expediency, We 
feel that as the Emperor has ascended 
the Throne as the successor to the great 
Dynastic Line, and has been charged with 
the burden of the great trust committed to 
his keeping by the Emperor Mu ‘sung I 
(Tung Chih), the time has arrived, now 
that he has fulfilled the period of his 
education, when he should rightly share 
In the efforta of Metropolitan and Pro- 
viueial officials to govern the Kmpire 
aright, and do all that can be done tu aid 
in alleviating the difficulties with which it 
isbeset. It is, therefore, his manifest duty, 
m reverent obedience to the Decree of the 
Empresses Regentof the 14th January, 1875, 
to euter upon persvual yoverument furth- 
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with, and thus satisfy the hopes and aspira- 
tions which are directed towards him from 
the Penetraliu of the Palace. He should 
also attend in person all the ceremonial 
observances at the Great Allars (Heaven, 
Eirth, Sun, Moon etc.) and the Ancestral 
Tem les, in order to manifest due sincerity 
and reverence, and he will cummeuce by 
conducting in person the Great S critics 
before the Altar of Heaven at the Winter 
Solstice of the present year, 

We further command thit the Imperial 
Board of Astronomy select an auspicious 
day durivg the first moon of next year 
for the performance of the ceremonial at- 
tendant upon the present assumption of 
Government, 

The various Yaméns concerned will re- 
verently search the records to ascertain the 
course of procedure to be pursuel, and 
what old constitutional usages should be 
reverted to, submitting reports of the same 
to the Throne for action tu be taken accur- 
dingly. 

These commands will be circulated 
throughout the Capital aud the Provinces, 

July 11th—No documents of importance. 

July 12th —(1) Lhe Governor-General 
of Yiinnan and Kueichow reports that a 
fight took place outside the walls of the 
provincial capital between certain troops of 
the Governor’s brigade and certain of his 
own troops, who had been stationed outside 
the wall to assist the police in suppressing 
cases of burglary and theft which were very 
prevalent last winter. ‘The fight began at 
@ quasi-religious theatrical entertainment 
where sume few men of the Governor's 
brigade were drinking aud creating dia- 
turbance, Some men of the G>vernor- 
General’s division who were on du'y at the 
place tried to quiet them, but were assault- 
ed, whereupon both sides wert to pet as- 
sistance and a free fight took place between 
the men of the two brigades in the course 
of which many were injured. The Major 
in command of the Governor-Genera.’s 
brigade arrested nine of the other brigade, 
and instead of sending them to the 
Governor's Yaméu as he should have done, 
handed them over to the District Magia- 
trate to be dealt with as rowdies, and sent 
a subordinate officer to the Governor's 
Yamén with a report of what had taken 
place. The latter was intercepted in the 
Governor's Yamén by the soldiers, his 
report was torn up and he himself was 
badly beaten, 

The Memorialist requests authority to 
cashier temporarily the Majors in cuom- 
mand of the respective detachments that 
came to blows, until such time as they shall 
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have handed over the petty officers and 
men who created the disturbance, who will 
be tried by the Financial and Judicial Com- 
missioners, conjointly. 


July 13.—(1) Wang Wén-chin (= GS) 
is appointed Reader of the Han-liu Yiian 


and Mu Jung-kan (RH) Expositor of 
the same institution. : 

(2) Lin Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of 
Formosa, reports the arrival of Lin We:- 
_ ytian, Sub-chancellor of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, who was ordered by Imperial Decree 
to return to his native place and assist the 
Memorialist in the opening up and paci- 
fication of the savage country in T‘ai-pei 
Fu. 

' A department charged with this function 
had already been established under the 
-Memorialist’s orders by Chang Hsio-ch‘un, 
ex-provincial Judge cashiered, at Ta K‘é- 
k‘an (KAR), and this department will 
be placed under the sole direction of Lin 
Wei-yiian, to whom a wooden seal will be 
supplied upon which the words ‘* Assistant 
Director of matters connected with the 
pacification and opening up of the savage 
country in T‘ai-pei Fu” will be inscribed. 

Lin Wei-yuan will himself report to His 
Majesty the date of his arrival at his place 
of domicile, and that upon which he com- 
mences to make use of his seul of office. 

July 14th,—(1) A decree issued on the 
recommendation of the Board of Revenue 
granting buttons and distinctions to a 
number of Governors aud Financial Com- 
missioners in consideration of the import- 
ant service they have rendered in seouring 
the transmission in full of the military 
subsidies from their respective provinces 
allotted to Kansu. 

The following Financial Commissioners, 
whose names head the list, are granted 
buttons of the first grade : 

Sun Féug-hsiany, Honan. 

Chang Tuan-ch‘ing, Anhui. 

K‘uai Té-piao, Hupeh. 

I P‘ei-shén, Kiangsu. 

Tan Chi-hsiin, Kansu. 

(2) A joint Memorial from the Tartar 
General and Deputy Lieutenant General 
at Nanking and the Deputy Lieutenant 
General at Ching-k’ou, applying for a fur- 
ther grant fur the repair of the quarters 
of the officers and men composing the 
Banner Force at Naukiug and Ching-k‘ou 
respectively. 

By standing regulation, advances of pay 
are made to the Manchu garrisons every 
eight years for the repair of their quarters, 
these advances being refunded in instal- 
ments extending over eight years. 


Google 


Some time ago representations were made 
to the Memorialists by the colonels in 
command of the various Manchu regiments 
stationed at Nanking and Ching-k‘ou to 
the effect that the quarters of the officers 
and men were in such a state as to be 
uninhabitable. There being a scarcity of 
funds in the treasury at the time, it was 
not found expedient to advance the whole 
of the money allowed, so only half this 
sum was issued in order to allow of urgent 
repairs being made, and repayment was 
distributed over four years, 

This was five years ago, and the advances 
have all been repaid, but the buildings 
will require further repairs to make them 
habitable, so it is proposed to advauce the 
remaining half of the usual grant on the 
same terms as before.—Referred to th 
Board concerned. ; 

July 15th_—The Superintendent of Im- 
perial Manufactories at Nanking reports 
the despatch of the grand order for silke 
and satins to be supplied to the Board of 
Krvenue and the office of the Imperial 
Household for the year 1885. 

These consist 0’ 500 pieces of silk and 
satin embroidered with five and four 
clawed dragons fur the Board of Revenue 
and 2,090 pieces of silk and satin, 300 
handkerchiefs large and small, and 3,000 
pieces of cloth fur the office of the Imperial 
Household. In addition to the above are 
96 catties of tassels, 1,000 catties of white 
woof silk and 5 catties of lamp wicks sup- 
plied for the use of the office of the 
Imperial Household. 

July 16th.—A Decree from Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager :— 

Yi-huan, Prince Ch‘un, has submitted a 
Memorial begging Us, in consideration of 
the difficulties of the time, graciously to 
consent to direct the affairs of Government, 
and Shih-to, Prince Li, and other members 
of the Grand Council, unite in a prayer 
that We will direct the Government for 
several years to come, while Poyénnomohu 
(son of the late Prince Séngk‘olinch‘in) 
and others, beg Us to defer handing over 
the reins of Government, in order to allow 
of the Emperor’s education being carried 
to a higher point of excellence, 

We have perused these Memorials and 
acquainted Ourself with their contents, 
The adoption of a feminine Regency was 
the outcome of absolutely unavoidable con- 
ditions, and fur the past ten years and 
more We have taught and guided the 
Emperor in the iuuer precincts of the 
Palace, watching with pleasure his pro- 
gress towards the completion of his 
studies, aud it was for this reason that we 
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ordained that he should, during the first 
moon of next year, proceed tv the per- 
formance of the ceremonial attendant upon 
the personal assumption of Government. 

The orders we have promulgated have 
been the result of careful thought, andas We 
weigh them in the balauce we are convinced 
of their propriety, and there is no room for 
hesitation or amendment. The affairs of 
the Empire are complicated in the extreme 
and very abstruse iu their nature, and when 
the Emperor first commences to assume 
personal direction of the Government, it 
may be that some matters will uot be tho- 
roughly within his cognisarce, but it rests 
entirely with Ministers of every degree to 
share in putting forth all their patriotism 
end devotion to the public cause, and aid- 
ing him with all the powers of their mind. 
At head quarters, the members of the 
Grand Oouucil, and abroad the provincial 
high authorities, should all be as the Em- 
peror’s limbs, and as his heart and back- 
bone, and help him in this great inher- 
itance to which he has succeeded. This 
duty is one which they cannot devolve 
tpou others. Let them, then, each and 
all, devote themselves to the performance 
thereof with all the sincerity of their 
hearts, striving with their might to do 
active service, enduring fatigue and obloquy 
iu the performance of their bounden 
tasks, and shunning the slightest approach 
to perfuuctoriness or shifting of their re- 
spousibilities on others, that may may not 
do discredit to the offices which they have 
been appointed to fill. 

There is, in effect, no end to the studies 
which should occupy the Emperor in his 
intervals of leisure from the manifold 
affairs of State, and it specially behhoves the 
Ministers attached to the Imperial Library 
to help him early and late with explana- 
tions during his study of the Classics and 
Histories and in his translations of Man- 
chu. They must not be deterred by trouble 
or fatigue in the hope that he may attain 
the acme of proficiency. 7 

In a word: The virtue of the Emperor 
and the system of good Government which 
the Emperor should pursue, are attendant 
one upon the other, aud when the Emperor 
enters upon personal Government he will 
precisely be enabled to show what he has 
Jearnt by his application of that knowledge 
to his acts, and thus satisfy the hopes of 
his Ministers and subjects. This is what 
you his Ministers so much desire. 

There is no occasion to consider the 
application of the Princes and high Minis- 
ters aforesaid that We will continue to direct 
the Government for a few years aud defer 
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returning the reins of Government iuto 
their proper hauds. 

With reyard to the statement iu the 
memorial of Prince Ch‘un that the control 
of internal matters of Palace administration 
and general State management are of equal 
importance, aud that after the Government 
has reverted to its proper head, the present 
régime should be followed in perpetuity 
under which the pleasure of the Kmpress 
has first to be solicited in all matters of 
Palace procedure, before they are submit- 
ted to His Majesty, in order that he may 
give undivided attention to the great affairs 
of State, We reflect that during ten years 
and more which have elapsed since the ten- 
der aye at which the Emperor entered upon 
the succession, We have gently nurtured 
and educated him with such earnest devo- 
tion that the time has passed like a single 
diy, and We shall certainly continually 
waich over and protect him after he as- 
sumes personal direction of the government, 
lifting him up when his footsteps fail. This 
isa duty which We cannot divest ourself 
of, and We shall never be able to reliuquish 
this thoughtful care for his welfare. We 
therefore command that the request be 
acted on, 

The Imperial Board of Astronomy have 
this day reported that in obedience to com- 
mand they have selected an auspicious date, 
We command that the ceremomial attendant 
upon the personal assumption of Govern- 
ment by the Emperor be carried out upon 
the 165th day of the 1st moon of next 
year (February 7th 1887), and the various 
yaméns concerned will reverently aud care- 
fully make preparations for the. carrying 
out of the necessary arrangements, 

(2) The remainder of this day’s issue ia 
occupied with a Memorial from the Go- 
vernor of Kiangsu, reporting the summary 
execution of two individuals, the banish- 
ment of others, and the infliction of minor 
penalt es upon more, members of certain 
village communities in the Tan-t‘u Dis- 
trict (? Chin-kiang) who invaded the Iis- 
trict Mayistrate’s Yamés, assaulted and 
insulted him, and destroyed the houses of 
some of the Yaméa underlings. 

From the Memorialist’s account it would 
appear that at the end of February last a 
mob of villagers crowded into the Mayis- 
trate’s Yamén which they completely in- 
vaded, breaking down the railings in the 
Court room so great was the pressure, and 
demanding a reduction of taxation on the 
ground that the harvest had been bad. 
They also destroyed the houses of two of 
the Yaméu runners, smashing everything 
they contained. Upon the arrival of a 
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body of troops upon the scene, summoned 
by the Prefect, the mob dispersed, but on 
the following day a second mob stormed 
the Magistrate’s Yamén and demanded his 
presence in the Court room. Upon enter- 
ing the room he was seized by the queue, 
but the Prefect fortunately came im at 
the moment and and arrested his assai- 
lants, whereupon the mob dispersed. An 
enquiry was ordered into the origin of 
the demonstration, when it is was found 
that it was fomented by an idle bully in 
one of the vileages who had been elected 
tax collector by his neighbours who, being 
in dread of his violence, submitted meekly 
to his extortions, It occurred to this man 
that if he could secure a remission of tax- 
ation, he would be able to exact considerable 
douceurs from the benefiting parties. By 
dint of threats and cajolery he got the mob 
together and made this groundless demand. 
The Magistrate was in no way to blame, 
and his conduct throughout has been ex- 
emplary, but as he has applied for pecmis- 
sion to retire on the ground of ill-health, 
and the truculent disposition of the people 
of the district necessitates the selection of a 
man of intelligence and experience to govern 
them, it is suggested that the present magis- 
trate be removed and appointed to a post 
better suited to his capacity and that he be 
succeeded by # more vigorous officer. 

The two ringleaders in the demonstra- 
tion and assault have been summarily 
executed under the provisions of a special 
law governing cases of this nature. 

July 17th.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
Memorial from the Court of Censors re- 
porting the receipt of an appeal froma 
military graduate called Wu and others 
from the province of Hupeh, complaining 
of the extortions to which they are sub- 
jected by the Government clerks of their 
district, who have levied land tax in excess 
of the authorised amount and imposed 
irregular fees upon them, 

The high authorities of the province are 
directed to enquire personally into the 
matter, and having arrived at the true 
facts of the case, to deal with it in the man- 
ner required by law. 

The remainder of this day’s issue is oc- 
cupied with a report of the settlement of 
an appeal case of long standing, and the 
trial of a man for the murder of his own 
father. ‘Ihe details of both cases are 
uninteresting. 

July 18th.—Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor 
of the New Dominion, requests sanction 
to the following changes in the civil 
administration in Ili, with a view to ex- 
ercising more efficient supervision over 
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the development of the system of opening 
up the country by the assignment under 
official supervision of allutments of land 
to Bannermen, soldiers, Chinese aud 
Mahommedans respectively ;— 

A Taotai to be established in Ili under 
the title of I, T‘a Tao, who will have juris. 
diction over the towns of Ili and ‘Tar. 
bagat‘ai. 

The Sub-prefect of Ili to be advanced to 
the grade of Prefect. 

The assistant Sub-prefect of Tarbagat‘ai 
to be advanced to the grade of Prefect 
with jurisdiction over aborigines and the 
brevet of Civil Commissary, 

Further details as to the distribution of 
minor officers will be submitted after con- 
sultation with the Governor-General of 
Shensi and Kansu. 

As it is absolutely necessary for the 
maintenance of security and the develop- 
ment of the colonising system, that brig- 
audage and crimes of violence which are at 
preseut matters of not unfrequent occur. 
rence should be suppressed, it is propused 
to pay special attention to the drill of the 
newly organised irregular force which has 
been formed from the pickings of the one 
previously existing. 

By a rescript appended to the Memorial 
the proposed civil changes are referred to 
the Board concerned for consideration, 

July 19th.—(1) Prince Ch‘un has pre- 
sented a Memovial expressing once more 
his humble desire and imploring that 
We will constrain Ourself to consent te 
direct the Government; Prince Li and 
others have addressed to Us an earnest 
prayer that We will direct the Govern- 
ment for some years, Hai-chén and 
others represent that, in view of the 
present state of affairs, the Emperor’s as- 
sumption of the Government should be 
postponed for a time ; and Kuei-hsien calla 
attention to the exceeding gravity of the 
matters involved in the Emperor’s assump- 
tion of the Government of the country, 
All these Memorials We have carefully 
perused. 

Throughout history the regency of an 
Empress has ever been an exceptional matter. 
If it be not conducted with care, as the 
annals of the country show, many abuses 
will arise aud spread. The Ewperor’s perivd 
of pupilage being accomplished, We issued 
a decree stating that the time had arrived 
and We should give over the reins of 
government. So to do had during ten 
years and more been the most earnest 
desire within Our breast. This should be 
known to all Our subjects, officiala and 
private persons. Tuerefore on the 14th day 
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of the moon (July 15th) We declined to 
listen to the joint prayers of Our Princes 
and ministers. 

During the Jast few days the Emperor 
on the occasion of his morning and evening 
visits to Ux, with the utmost sincerity of 
heart and language has constantly prayed 
that our loving instruction may be con- 
tinued to him for his guidance. Our 
Princes and ministers in their Memorial 
have time and again dwelt on the ditticul- 
tiesnow besetting the State and the urgency 
of a good military and civil administration. 
Prince Ch‘un adds to his Memorial an 
earnest prayer that We will think of the 
Temple of the Dynasty and give comfort to 
the Spirits of Our predece-sors, 

As We looked again and again through 
these Momorials Our mind was filled with 
deep awe. Lu the present moment of 
national difficulty the rectification of fun- 
damental rules requires that a hundred 
neglected points should receive proper at- 
tention. In order that the Kmperor, when 
he first assumes the reins, may be able to 
make up his mind and determine his plans, 
we cannot refuse to gttide him where affairs 
require it, so that everything may be done 
with thoroughnessand completeness, There- 
fore having been repeatedly implored by the 
Princes and ministers, we dare not insist 
on doing what would be right as regards 
Ourself in opposition to the expressed desire 
of the whole nation. We are thus con- 
strained to give Our consent. When the 
Emperor undertakes the administration of 
the Guverument We will still continue to 
direct his action for some years. It is 
Our confident hope that you, the servants 
of the State, both high and low, will not 
fail with loyal hearts and earnest efforts to 
give your assistance in rectifying whatever 
is wrong till the perfection of Government 
is attained. 

The Memorials of Hsi-chén and Kuei- 
hsien pray that orders may be given to all 
the members of the Government to deli- 
berate together. The assumption of power 
by the Emperor is au important mater of 


State which ought to be undertaken at. 


the proper time. Our decree has already. 
been issued for the guidance of all, 
How can it be, as the Memorialists 
say, a matter as to which there are 
duubts and which still requires to be 
made the subj-ct of yeneral deliberation ? 
When the Princes, Grand Secretaries, Six 
Boards aud Nine Ministries have twice 
jointly represented to us their united opin- 
ion, what need is there that the College of 
Literature, the Supervisorate of Tnstruc- 
tivn, and the Censorate be added tu them 
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in order to arrive at a joint decision? These 
Memorials are greatly wanting in pro- 
priety. Let their contents be not further 
considered. 

(2) A joint Memorial from the Viceroy 
at Foochow and the acting Superintendent 
of the Foochow Arsenal reporting the re- 
sult of an enquiry they have held concern- 
ing the loss of the Chinese vessel of war 
Héng Hat. 

‘he Memorialists had previously fur- 
nished a report giving a brief account of 
the loss of the vessel at Chi-pai on Mu- 
hsit island in the Pescadores, and had 
delivered the Captain and first Lieutenant 
to the Prefect of Fuochow for trial. 

They afterwards received an express from 
the Board of War returning their Memorial 
with His Majesty’s Rescript which com- 
manded that the Captain, Hsin Ch‘éng-fa, 
and the first Lieutenant, Jung Shang- 
cheien, should be cashiered and the circum- 
stances under which the vessel was lost 
should be made the subject of a careful 
enquiry. 

‘The necessary instructions were accord- 
ingly given to the Prefect of Foochow and 
an assistant sub-prefect attached to the 
arsenal who is usually employed in official 
enquiries. 

Hsin Ch‘éng-fa deposed on examination 
that he wasa native of Ningpo and had 
been gradually promoted in reward tu the 
ranks of Fu Chiang or Colonel. He had 
come to Foochow last Octuber and had been 
appointed tu the command of the Héug 
Hai which while under his charge had 
visited Shanghai, Nanking, ‘Tamaui and 
Keelung without any mishap whatever. 

On the 24th of March last he left Fuo- 
chow for Amoy, and on the 27th he set his 
course and steamed out of Amoy harbour. 
While he was in the middle of the voyages 
a thick fog came on. He had already pas- 
sed the Pescadores, when at 2 a.m. he 
turned the vessel round and retraced his 
course. At 7.30 am, while he was off 
Chi-pei, the fog came on thicker than 
ever su that he could not see a foot before 
him, in consequence of which the vessel 
struck upon a rock. The s.s. Mei fu came 
to his assistance and tried to tow nim cff 
but without success. ‘The crew and money 
on board the Héng hai were therefore 
transferred to the Mei fu. 

The first Lieutenaut, petty officers and 
aailors were also examined ard gave 
similar evidence which was not shaken by 
eross-examination, 

The Memorialists would observe that 
the foreign steamer Seewo was alsv Jost off 
T‘ai chow by ruaning on a rock im the fog 
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of the 27th and 28th of March. Further, 
the memorialist Yang (the Viceroy) who 
had preceded the Héng-hai to the Pesca- 
dores in the Mei-fu is able to state that 
the fog nt the time was so dense that a 
man could not be distinguished at ten paces. 
The Captain is therefore correct in saying 
that the thickness of the weather was such 
as to render human efforts unavailing. 


The Memorialists are of opinion, however, 
that he was wrong, first, in not atonce taking 
the step of stopping his vessel and waiting 
for clear weather when the fog come down 
on him, as he says, during the passage 
across from Ampy ; and, secondly, in failing 
to lighten his vessel of her coal and other 
things on board when she was on the rock, 
so as to facilitate her yetting off, 


For this want of judgment in the first 
instance and his neglect in the second, he 
fully dererves to be punished, and it is 
therefore recommended that Hsin Ch ‘éng-fa, 
who has already been cashiered, be furbid- 
den for ever to seek re-xmployment either 
under the Foochow Government or in any 
other part of theempire. Such punishment 
as is deserved in each case will also be 
inflicted upon the officers and crew, 

Rescript : Let it be done as proposed and 
let the Board concerned take cugnisance. 
(See Gazette of May 28th.) 


July 20th.—(1) Chao Yu-ch “én (Ri fhiR 
is appointed Director of the Grand court 
of Revision. 


(2) The whole of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a Memorial from Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan, Governor of Formosa, reporting 
the details of a series of operations against 
the savages in different parts of the island 
during the past spring, resulting in the 
submission of numbers of savage clans or 
villages. 

At the conclusion of his report, which is 
too complicated to summarise with any 
brevity, the Memorialist offers the follow- 
ing observations ; 

The aborigines of Formosa extend over a 
longitudinal range of over 700 li, occupying 
the centre of the island, their territory be- 
ing contiguous all along with the land of 
the civilised Chinese inhabitants, More 
than 1,000 cases of murder are committed by 
these aborigines every year, and brigands 
take advantage of the asylum offered 
by this belt of country to make organised 
expeditions therefrom for purposes of pil- 
lage, while local bullies of the lettered 
class make defensive operations ayainst the 
savages a pretext for the levy of money for 
the support of troops, and set the authori- 
ties su completely at defiance that they can- 
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not give effect to their commands, and taxa- 
tion cannot be properly adjusted. Formerly 
the authorities in command of this region 
set each other the example of trying to 
save themselves trouble and simply sat and 
looked on when murders were committed by 
savages, but when the Memorialist came to 
the island supported by a large force of 
troops, he was unable to ignore the murders 
committed by these savages which were 
brought to his notice by the gentry and 
people. The whole of Formosa may be 
likened to a human body, and the country 
of aborigines which prevents continuity of 
communications has an effect upon the is- 
land similar to that which would be 
produced by a stoppage of the blood and 
pulse of the humau body, wherein a 
want of free exhalation and inhalation 
would be attended by numerous ailments, 
How, too, it may be asked, can insult from 


without be resisted while internal maladies . 


remain uneradicated ? 

The proposals of Shén Pao-chéng, late 
Govern»r-General at Nanking, for the 
pacitication of the aborigines showed per- 
ception of a far-reaching order, but unfor- 
tunately he had to leave Formosa before 
he had been there any time, and to aban- 
don the projects he had in view, 

When the Memorialist crossed over to 
Formosa there were three matters which 
he considered to be of paramount import- 
ance, viz: the defences of the island, the 
pacification of the aborigines, and the re- 
gularisation of taxation. ‘he first and 
last of these two measures were, compara- 
tively spexking, easy of execution, but the 
pacification of the aborigines was considered 
impossible of accomplishment by the offi- 
cials and people generally, Some main- 
tained that the uncertain temperament of 
the savages was such as to render their 
civilisation a matter of no advantage ; 
others maintained that the mountainous 
nature of the country and the large 
numbers to be dealt with were such as 
to preclude all hope of success, pointing 
to the vast sums vainly expended during a 
series of years in opening up the country, 
in support of their opinion. In spite, 
however, of these predictions, the Memoria- 
list has been happily able with the co-opera- 
tion of Shéu Ying-k‘uei, late Financial 
Commissioner of Kurichow, and the Taotai 
Lin Chao-tung, to bring over 400 villages 
into subjection in the space of half a year 
without the addition of a single soldier to 
his force, or any increase of expenditure. 
Over 70,000 people of the Chi-t‘ou reglon 
have embraced civilisation, and over 20,000 
au of land, earlier brought under cultiva- 
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tion but siuce. abaudoned, have been re- 
daimed. 

There are still more than 100,000 savages 
in different parts to be dealt with, but the 
peatiloutial summer season has now set in, 
go the Momorialist ordered all the troops 
to return to their respective cantouments 
atthe end of the 4th moon, there to rest 
until the autumu when operations will be 
recommenced. 

‘The Memorialiet then proceeds to soliclt 
the bestowal of rewards upon various of- 
ficors who have rendered signal service in 
the work of pacification, 

. For decree see Gazette of June 15:h. 

July. 2lst.—(1) At the request of the Go- 
 yernor-General Li Huug-chang, permission 
’ is given by special decree for the erection 
ofa Memorial temple to the late Chang 
Shu-shé ig, formerly Governor-General at 
Canton, in his native town of Ho-fei Hsien 
in fhe prefecture of Lu-chow in Aahui. 

é) The following appointments are 
aunounced ; 


* Ha Yii-fén. (HIGH) Tootai of Tiontsin. 
- To-lo-lun ($8 45-4) Taotai of the Ta, 
Shun, Kuang circute in Chihli. 

(8) Liang Chao-huang, Financial Com- 
missioner at Nanking, is detained in Peking 
to await other employment and Hsii Chén- 


wei (F922 Fm) is appointed to the vacant 


post, Shao Yu-lien, the present Taotai at 
Shaughai, being promoted to be Judicial 
Vommiasioner of Honan. 

(4) Yu Po-ch‘uan, Judge and acting 
Fiuancial Commissioner of Szechuen, an- 
nounces his intention of continuing to re- 
port to the Throne any matters of urgent 
importance that may arise during the 
absouce of any officer to take the place of 
the late Governor General. He has also 
decided to forward the usual periodical 
reports to the Throne upon matters of 
toutine, in order that uo arrears may be 
allowe 1 to accumulate, 

(5) The Governor of Shensi reports that 
the Districts of Lit-t‘ung and Lan-t‘ien in 
the Hsi-an Prefecture were visited by a 
severe storm of hail upon the 19th of April. 
. In the first named district the standing 
crops in 273 village areas were injured, 
aud in Lan-t'ien Hsien 56 villages suffered. 
The damage done varied in amount from 
the destruction of. eighty or ninety down 
to ten or twenty per cent of the crops, and 
officers have been sent round to aid the 
local authorities in alleviating distress in 
proportion to the needs of tho people. 

- (6) The Custodians of the Imperial Mauso- 
request permission to suspend a Secre- 
tary of one of the Buards called Wéu-hsiiu, 
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at present on duty at one of the Mausolea, 
whose concubine has died under circum- 
stances which throw strong suspicion upon 
this officer, whom they propose to send to 
the Governor-General of Chihli to be for- 
mally placed upon his trial. 

About the middle of June Wén-hsiin’s 
concubine died, and as there were rumours 
about to the effect that she had died an 
unnatural death, orders were given that 
the coffin should be opened, when it was 
found that there were marks of violence 
about her throat, arms and the lower part 
of tue body, showing that the woman must 
have been subjected to very cruel treat- 
ment, 

An explanation was demanded from Wén- 
hsiin, who denied any knowledge of the 
matter, saying that he was absent when she 
died. Subsequently he rendered a written 
deposition on behalf of his mother in which 
she stated that while her son was out, his 
coucubine, who was bringing her a cup of 
ten, spilt it all over her, the mother’s, dress. 
When the concubine was found fault with 
for her carelessness she dashed the tea cup 
down on to the ground in a rage, for which 
act a beating was administered ‘to her. 
She was attacked on the same day with 
choleraic diarrhoea and died on the follow- 
ing one. Further enquiries were ordered 
to be made, when the son Wén-hsiin handed 
in a deposition to the same effect as that 
tendered by his mother, adding that he 
had beaten his concubine with a stick for 
insubordinate and disrespectful behaviour 
to his mother. ‘The request of the Memo- 
rialists is granted by Rescript. 

July 22ud.—(1) Ch‘éu Shih-chieh, late 
Governor of Shantung, reports having 
given over charge to Chang Yao, the new 
Governor, upon the 28th of June, the 
latter similarly reporting his assumption 
of office upon that date. 

(2) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Kaigan reports that the of revenue col- 
lected by him during the year ending the 
4thof February 1886 was 'I'ls. 36,261.4.9.6.8, 
and cash 3,146 strings. This shows a 
deficit onthe assessment of Tis. 22,021. 


July 23rd.—Kuny Chao-yiian (SEBS) 
is appointed Taotai at Shanghai, and Shéug 


Hsiian-huai, (Director of Telegraphs) Tao- 
tai at Chefoo. 


» July 24th.—(1) A Sub-Memorial from 
‘Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of Formosa, 
-soliciting the restoration of Shéu Ying- 


kuei, formerly Financial Commissioner of 
Kueichow, but now assisting the Memo- 
rialist in Formosa, to the rank and feather 
of which he had been deprived in bis former 
capacity. 
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In consequence of the failure that had 
hitherto been experienced in winning the 
savages over to civilisation, and the unsuc 
ceseful results which had attended efforts 
to that end in the part of Formosa known 
as Chi-t‘ou, the Tao-tai Liu Chao-tung 
requested permission to issue coats and 
other garments to the savages male and 
female in token of the Imperial benevol- 
ence. The Memorialist refused him any 
Government money for this purpose on 
the ground that he was much straitened for 
funds and that in his efforts at reclaiming 
the savages, he had not, so far, received 
a fraction of assistance from the mainland ; 
the Tao‘tai must therefore supply his wants 
by raising subscriptions, Shén Ying-k‘uei 
thereupon took counsil with the Tao‘tai, 
and by dint of much contrivance, getting 
some of the officials and gentry to subscribe 
mouey, and others to supply them with 
old uniforms and flags which were con- 
victed into garments, 70,000 suits of clothes 
were got together. The savages, who 
are exceptionally poor, when they heard 
that there were clothes to be got, came 
flocking out of their mountain homes, men 
and women alike, giving each other the 
lead towards civilisation. By this means 
real success was obtained, and much credit 
is due to Shén Ying-kuei for his efforts in 
this direction as well as in all other 
matters which have been entrusted to his 
management since his arrival in Formosa. 


The Memorialist ventures, therefore, to 
hope that he may crave His Majesty of his 
goodness to restore to Shén Ying-kuei the 
rank and feather of which he was deprived. 
Granted by decree earlier issued. 


(2) The Governor of Chékiang solicits 
the bestowal of a title upon the tutelary 
deity at Hai-ning Chow in the Hang-chow 
Prefecture and the issue of a Tablet for 
suspension in his temple. 


This deity has exercised a powerful pro- 
tecting influence over the town in ques- 
tion in times of danger to the embankments 
during the prevalence of high tides, notably 
in the autumn of 1883 when intercessions 
to him were instantly followed by a change 
in the direction of the wind and the retreat 
of the threatening tide. Prayers, too, in 
seasons of drought, flood, or pestilential 
epidemic have met with ready response. 

Request granted by special decree earlier 
issued. 

July 25th.—(1) A Memorial from Prince 
Ch‘un praying Her Majesty the Empress 
to assent to certain proposals in connection 
with the assumption of power by His 
Majesty. 
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Since the year 1861 when the Regency 
was assumed by the two Empresses, rebel- 
lions have been suppressed and traitorous 
Ministers have been removed, the happy 
results of the virtuous administration 
thus exercised being felt in every quar- 
ter, and the prestige of and trust in the 
Empire extending to all places beyond 
its sway, its fame both in matters of war 
and of letters shining forth brilliantly 
before the world. 

Upon the demise of the-late Emperor 
Their Majesties again consented to assume 
the Regency, and since the year 1881 
(after the decease of the Senior Empress) 
Her Majesty has been more than ever 
devoted to the cares of government, in 
order to secure for future generations the 
blessings of the great succession which an 
illustrious ancestry founded with such 
difficulty. 

The Emperor has only just passed his 
fifteenth year when commands are issued 
that he is to assume personal direction of 
the Government, and the Princes and 
Ministers of the Court joined in a unani- 
mous prayer that Her Majesty would direct 
the administration, a prayer to which she 
graciously condescended to listen, thereby 
affording the Emperor an authority to whom 
to appeal, and enabling him to advance 
day by day and month by month in the 
path of experience. If the consideration 
of the question of his personal assumption 
of the reins of government might be left 
in abeyance until he had reached his second 
decade, the condition of the Empire would 
be more peaceful than it is now, and the 
mind of the Emperor would be more 
formed, which would be a bappy state of 
things for the Empire at large. ~ 

The Memorialist has another request to 
proffer, ‘The rules and ordinances of ine 
ternal Palace administration are far in ad- 
vance of those observed in previous genera- 
tions, Her Majesty being a specially close 
observer of the strict rules laid down by Her 
predecessors. In time to come, when the 
marriage of the Emperor shall have taken 
place, he will be absolutely dependent upon 
Her Majesty's teachings for the proper fulfil- 
ment of all ceremonial usages and observan- 
ces, and there should not be the slightest 
relaxation of the excellent arrangements that 
earlier prevailed in the ordinary matters of 
internal Palace economy. In the humble 
opinion of the Memorialist the present 
usages should be adhered to in perpetuity, 
and Her Majesty’s will should be solicited 
on all matters whatsoever connected there- 
with, before being submitted to His Mae 
jesty’s notice. His Majesty will then be 
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able to pay undivided attention to im- 

nt matters of State administration, 
and to indulge in reading on an extensive 
wale, - ; 

It is only persona who, like the Memo- 
tialist, have been born and brought up in 
the Palace, who can know about these 
matters or ventnre to speak of them. 

(See deoree earlier issued.) 

) A similar Memorial is presented by 
oe Poyennomuhu. 

@) A Memorial from the Fifth Prince, 
in his capacity of President of the Imperial 
Oollege of Astronomy, announcing that 
there are two days in the first moon of 
next year which come under the character 

yellow,-and are therefore auspicious. 
a decree earlier issued the 15th of the 
lat moon, one of these two days, is selected. ) 

July 26th.—(1) A Memorial from Prince 

head of the Grand Council, and his 
colleagues. 

After quoting in full the Empress’s De- 
cree announcing that the Emperor will 
sume personal direction of the Govern- 
mett in the month of February next, the 
Momorialists proceed to state that during 
the twenty and odd years in which Her 
Majesty hes conducted the Regency, a 

t rebellion has been suppressed, and a 
nign rule has been exercised over the 
people at large, the benefits of which have 
extended to the most remote parts of the 
Empire. Now that the Emperor has com- 
pleted his studies, the whole of the Empire, 
officials and people, are eagerly awaiting the 
ee assumption of sovereignty by His 
jesty, but he must necessarily be depend- 
ent upon the tender counselsof Her Majesty 
in the thousand matters which have daily to 
beattended to, while, although good govern- 
ment and peace prevail throughout the 
Empire, there is much to cause His Majesty 
arxiety ; added to which, military opera- 
tions have only just ceased and efforts for 
the rendering the Empire all powerful are 
matter of urgent consideration. 

The Memorialists learn with respect 
that His Majesty earnestly entreated Her 
Majesty to postpone the relinquishment of 
the government to him. Such asuggestion 
the Memorialists would not have ventured 
to make themselves; but as it has 
been made by the Emperor, they would 
reepectfully observe that the sentiments of 
filiel piety by which the Emperor is ac- 
tuated would naturally make him auxious 
tospure Her Majesty all care and anxiety, 
but in view of the vastness of the Empire 
te be governed and the complicated nature 
ef the government to be administered, he 
feuld gain so much the more experience 
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in proportion to the length of time during 
which Her Majesty continued to exercise 
a direction over hisacts. The cantion and 
timidity which the Emperor has displayed 
in this matter are a proof of his sincerity. 
The Memorialists reflect upon the superi- 
ority of the domestic discipline exercised 
in the Palace over that of previous genera- 
tions, and they remember that in the first 
your of the reign Chia Ch‘ing, His Majesty 
Kao Tsung Ch‘un (the emperor Ch‘ien 
Lung who abdicated in favour of his son) 
continued to direct the Government in 
person, and it is the humble hope of the 
Memorislists that Her Majesty will do 
likewise for several years, continuing, 
after His Majesty has assumed the reins 
of Government, to grant audiences to Her 
Ministers and to read their reports iu order 
that His Majesty may be able to have the 
privilege of receiving Her directions, 
Thus, not only will His Majesty have an 
authority to refer to upon questions of 
selection of individuals and general admin- 
istration, but will also secure the benefit 
of Her Majesty’s matured opinions upon 
questions of changes and reforms, as well 
as upon matters of international policy. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Yiinuan and Kueichow and the 
Governor of Yiiunan, asking His Majesty’s 
sanction to certain concessions to the share- 
holders in the Yiinnan Oopper Mining 
Company. 

In a previous Memorial application was 
made for permission for this company to 
dispose for their own profit of all the cop- 
per over and above the full quota sent to 
Peking. The question having been refer- 
red to the Board, they wrote to the Memo- 
rialists to ask whether by the ** full quota” 
was meant the revulation quantity of 
6,300,000 catties odd. The question hav- 
ing been referred to the Financial Commis- 
sioner, that officer states that during and 
after the rebellion there was no output of 
copper at all until twelve years ago, when 
the transmission of copper to Peking was 
recommenced but the supply never ex- 
ceeded 500,000 catties in spite of the most 
energetic efforts, and the constant change 
of the officers and gentry employed in the 
work, When the work was entrusted to a 
Company, an improvement was manifested, 
aud last year 1,000,000 catties were sent to 
Peking. The expenses of working the copper 
are, however, so great, and the capital re- 
quired so large, that unless some induce- 
ments are held out to shareholders by a 
modification of the rules, no more will come 
forward, and those who have already joined 
will try to withdraw. 
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The modification that the Fiuancial 
Commissioner proposes is that, commencing 
from the present year, a bonus shall be 
granted to the company upon the copper 
extracted by them in the following pro- 
portions. On one million catties ten per 
ceut shall go to the Company, on upwards 
of a million catties 12 per cent, and on two 
million catties 14 per cent, while they shall 
be allowed to appropriate 50 per cent of 
any copper over and above four million 
catties. 

Referred to the Board concerned. 

July 27th (1) The Governor of Yiiunan 
reports the despatch of the first instalment, 
(500,00u catties,) of the seventh consign- 
meut of copper from that province. The 
route by which it is forwarded is vid Lu- 
chow in Szechuen where the copper is 
placed in boats and taken to Ich‘ang and 
there transhipped into steamers, 

(2) A Sub-memorial from ‘Ian Chiin- 
p‘ei, newly appointed Governor of the 
Kuangtung Province, 

The Memorialist’s place of domicile for 
generations past has been Chéu-yiian Fu 
in Kueichow. The original place of family 
domicile was Kao-chou Fu in Kuangtung, 
but the family moved in the Ming Dynasty 
to Li-p‘ing Fu in Kueichow and in the 
reigu K‘ang Hai from that place to Chén- 
yiian Fu, Two hundred and more years 
have elapsed since this removal aud the 
family possess neither burial ground nor 
property in the Kuangtung Province. 

After making the usual declaration of 
his place of domicile upon entering on his 
ofticial career the Memorialist visited his 
ancestral temple in Kuangtung where there 
is a tablet suspended, and he is in constant 
communication with friends there who are 
members of the same clan. Under these 
eircumstances he would solicit His Ma- 
jesty’s commands as to whether it is his 
duty to withdraw from the Province. 

Reseript. ‘Chere is no occasion for him 
to withdraw, and upon the arrival of 
K‘uei-pin, he will proceed with all despatch 
t» his new post. 

July 28th.—No documents of importance. 

July 29th.—(1) Liu Ping-chang, newly 
appointed Governor-General of Szechuen, 
reports that he gave over the seals of office 
as Governor of Chékiang to the Acting- 
Governor Hsii Ying-jung upon the 4th of 
July. He purposes leaving Hangchow upon 
the 10th of July, going by river to Ich‘ang, 
from whence he will travel overland. 

(2) Iu a separate Memorial the same 
ofticer asks permission to take with him four 
military officers, Majors or Colonels, whose 
names he gives, and in whose capability he 
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has confidence, in order to employ them in 
any capacity in which their services will be 
useful. 

He explains as his reason for making 
this application that Szechuen is a pro- 
vince of vast area with the conditions of 
which he is not familar, neither does he 
know whether or no any irregular troops 
now remain in the province for defence pur- 
poses. While admitting that active mili- 
tary operatious are over, there is none the 
less constant danger of activity on the part 
of the members of the turbaned and Koln 
societies, while the contiguity of the Tibe- 
tan frontier requires the exercise of strict 
precautions. 

Request granted by Rescript. 

July 30:h,—A Sub-Memorial from Liu 
Ping-chang, Governor of Chékiang. 

Ina letter received from the Board of 
Works some time back with reference to the 
sum of Tis. 106,784 which Hu Kuang-jung 
had borrowed as an agent from Chinese 
and foreigners and fraudulently appro- 
priated to his own use, they stated that 
this money was intended to meet expendi- 
ture incurred in the West, and must be 
forthwith recovered from the property of 
Hu Kuang-jung which formed his assets, 
as it was wanted for public works in the 
New Dominion. As earlier reported by 
the Memorialist the sum of Tle, 35,000 had 
been drawn by the lekin department from 
the assets of Hu Kuang-jung and sent to 
the New Dominion by the hand of a special 
agent. The Financial Commissioner now 
reports that he pruposed to remit the 
balance of the sum in question, viz: Tls, 
69,648, by drafts obtained from a Suang- 
hai Bank known as the Wei-Féng Hou, to 
whom the money will be paid aud with 
whom arrangements have been made for 
its remittance to Kansu in three instal- 
ments, the last to be seut in October next. 

July 31st (1).—Lhe Governor-General 
Li Hung-chang reports that Wan P‘ei-yin, 
‘Tao‘tai of Tientsin, having received news 
of the death of his father at Oh‘ung-an 
Hsien in Fuh-kien, his place of domicile, 
has vacated his post. The Memorialist 
proposes to appoint Hu Yii-fén, expectant 
Tao‘tai, to the Acting post. He has alao to 
announce the death, on the lst of July, of 
Wang Hung-nien, Tao‘tai of the Ta, Shun, 
Kuang Circuit, to which ports has Chang 
Shao-hua, au expectant Tao‘tai, been sjent 
temporarily, 

(2).--Iu a sub-memorial the same offjcer 
reports that the total value of the dufties 
represented by the twenty per cent of cargo 
which the grain fleet are allowed to calrry 
to Tientsin duty free is reported by 
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Customs Tao‘tai to have amounted this 
year to Taels 35,021. 

Anguat 1st.—(1) A Memorial from Liu 
Ping-chang, Governor of Chékiang, sub- 
mitting estimates for the repair of a long 
motion of sea wall in the Hai-yéu district 
in that province, 

Whéu the Moemorialist entered upon the 
duties of his present post he made it his 
first task, to enquire wht were the most 


important matters to be dealt with, and he 


was met by a prompt and unanimous re- 
sponse from the geutry that the sea wall in 

ai-yén Hsien had not been repaired for 
many years and was a source of serious 
danger. The Memorialist was about to 
consider how the matter should be dealt 
with when it had to be set aside for the 
more urgent measure of coast defence. Du- 
ting the two years that then elapsed the 
mall fell more and more into decay, and 
the tension of the maritime defence ques- 
tion being relaxed the Memorialist was 
again about tu take the matter up when 
he received an urgeut appeal from the 
gentry as to the dauger of delaying repairs 
any longer. A survey was accordingly 
ordered to be made by the sea wall depart- 
ment who report that over 20,000 feet of 
wall require to be repaired or rebuilt. As 
the coat of au undertaking on such a scale 
would be almust prohibitive, it has been 
decided after careful consideration of the 
question tu coufine the work to the recon- 
struction of various sections amounting to 
6000 feet in length, and the repair of 
others amounting to 4600 feet in length. 
The estimated cost of this work is put 
down at about Tis. 199,900 if carried out 
with economy, but the Memorialist has 
reduced it further by deciding to issue the 
amount ata discount of twenty per cent, 
making Tle, 160,000 odd. 

The manner in which it is proposed to 
rise the money, in view of the impoverished 
state of the Treasury and the inability of 
the lekin revenue to meet such a oall, is 
& follows :— 


To be taken from a fund in hand 
representing the balance of cer- 
tain subscriptions to a maritime 


defence fund contributed by Ts. 
Merchants ...rccccsccsescsesseerseeee 80,000 
The Financial Commissioner to 
BUPPLY cecsscceccccrscvsccsererscssereee 15,000 
The Salt Commiesioner to eupply. 15,000 
The Grain Iutendant to supply ... 30,000 
Tho lekin Bureau .1o...sssscecceseeeee 20,000 
Tis. 160,00 
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The above amounts are to be paid in in- 
stalments extending over two years. 

Rescript:—The Board concerued will 
take cognisance. 

(2) The Governor-General and Governor 
at Canton report the despatch of the 
second instalment of the subsidy due to 
the Board of Revenue and the Office of the 
Imperial Household from the Salt Revenue 
of the Yauton Province. The total for the 
year is fixed at Taels 200,000. 

In addition to the above the establish- 
ment is called upon to supply the office of 
the Imperial Household with a contribu- 
tion of Tle. 12,380.8. 1. 

August 2ud.—'l'he Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang submits a return of the duties 
collected at the Tientsin native Customs 
during the year ended April 20th 18-6. 

The Vientsin Customs, the Memorialist 
states, is rated fur each “period” as fol- 
lows :— 

Regular asseasment,...... ..Tls, 40,464 
Contribution towards trans- 

port of copper 7,692 3.1.3 
Additivnal assessment...... ,, 20, 
Maintenance contribution 

Expenses for Buards and 

Customsy....cccoeee ovsssoee 99 13,204 7 3.0 


Total......Tis. 81,361.0.4 3 
The collection for the year under review 
was as follows :— Ts, 
Duties actually collected ......64,390.7 7.3 
Twenty per cent, of duties re- 
mitted on goods imported by 
BTA FUNKS ..cecccceeseceveenees20,021.5.0.0 


Tis. 89,412.2 7.3 
Showing a surplus collection 

Of ..ereesceeeeee ssssseosecees ‘I's, 8,051 2.3 0 

A turther sum of ‘I'ls, 12,380.8.1. has 
been collected for the Office of the Imperial 
Household and is held to the credit of that 
department. 

August 3rd.—(1) Ch‘i-an (@ #8) is ap- 
pointed Salt and Tea Iutendant uf Szechuen. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan reports the 
occurrence of an earthquake at Cu‘iu-pei 
Haien in that province at 9 a.m. on the 
16th of December, the shocks continuing 
to be felt at intervals until the 14th of 
January, - 

Happily no injuries resulted thereupon 
to person or property in the district town, 
but some houses fell down in three villages 
in the district and four people were crushed 
to death, several others being wounded. 
Aun officer has been sent to the scene of the 
accident with instructions to ascertain the 
extent of the damage done and affurd relief 
tu the sufferers, 
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(3) The same officer submits the following 
return of fires that have occurred in that 
province during the present year. 

On the 24th of March over three hundred 
chien of houses were destroyed by fire in 
Po-i on the Annam frontier, and over a 
hundred people were burnt to death, 

Sixty chien were destroyed by fire in a 
village called Lang ‘I's‘un in the Kuang-hsi 
Department on the 14th of March, but no 
lives were, happily, lost. 

‘Ts, 1,000 have been sent to Po-i for 
distribution amongst the sufferers, and 
those in the Kuang-hsi Department have 
been relieved by private contribution from 
the local authorities, 

(4) A Memorial from Pien Pao-ti, Gover- 
nor of Hunan, reporting the sale at a 
valuation of the property found in the 
home of Liu Ao, late Taotai of Formosa, 
at Lin-hsiang Hsien in Hunan. 

‘Yhe following is a general return of the 
prices at which his property was valued 
and at which various individuals offered to 
purchase it after tenders had been duly 
lnvit d. Tis. 

A dwelling house consisting 
Of 68 Chieh..cccrrssecsrerserccecerees 4,088, 7.5.4 

431 title deeds for plots of 
arable land sold for their origi- 
nal COBt, VIZ: s.ssescseseresreeeees 6,209 9 9.7 

Rice aud Millet in store ..... - 8643.3.2 

Clothing, male and female, 
satin, cotton cloth, miscella- 
neous garments and head gear, 
utensils of porcelain, pewter 
and wood, etc. etc. etc. ss. 1,720.7°8.6 





Total Taels 13,383.8.6.5 
All the money has not yet been collected, 
but as soon as it has it shall be sent to the 
Board of Revenue. 

Rescript ; The Board concerned will take 
cognisauce, 

August 4th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General and Governor at Canton 
reporting the completion of four light 
draught war steamers fur use on the Canton 
River. 

As earlier reported to His Majesty, the 
want of any steam vessels of war to guard 
the six entrances to the Canton waters 
induced the Memorialist to devote the sum 
of $200,000 drawn from the sale of Wei- 
hsing lottery licences, to the experimental 
construction of four light draught steamers. 
The work was entrusted to Admiral Fang 
Yao and others, who were directed to 
build the vessels at Whampoa, using Chi- 
nese labour, but getting their plaus from 
the foreign and Chinese dockyards at 
Hongkong. 
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In reply to the Memorial announcing 
this project which was presented in thé 
month of June last year, an Imperial Decree 
was received ordering that the vessels were 
to be carefully inspected when they were 
finished, and that if they were found to be 
serviceable a second report was to be made 
to the Throne with a view to deciding what 
further action was to be taken, 

The Memorialist has now to report that 
these vessels were finished last winter, and 


were named the Kuang Yuan CU IL) Kuang 


Héng (& B), Kuang Li (RRA) and Kuang 
Chén (JH) respectively. During the 
spring they were fitted with armaments, 
and, having been duly mauned, the crews 
were exercised in working the vessels until, 
by degrees, they became familiar with their 
duties. | 

On the 24th of June the Memorialista 
went duwn to inspect the vessels and to see 
them exercised. ‘Lhe following are the di- 
mensions of the ships :— 


Length  secccssseseeee 111 feet (Euglish.) 
Bea ..cccccccsessesees 18 yy a 
Depth c.rrcccccrescerere 8 

Draught ......006 mee ie - 


equal to 6rt. Lin, Chinese measurement, 

It should be.explained that measurements 
are given in English feet because most of 
the workmen aud materials came from 
Hongkong. 

The Kuang Yiian and Kuang Ohén are 
fitted with engines of 78 horse power and 
can steam 10 English miles or 33 Chinese 
li, in an hour. 

The Kuang Héng and Kuang Li are fitted 
with engines of 65 horse-power and can 
steam 9 Euglish miles, or 30 Chinese li, 
an hour, 

The decks of the vessels are very low 
above the water in order to render them 
handy for fighting purposes, and the 
screws, which are twin, work very nvise- 
lessly so as not as to give the alarm to the 
enemy's ships. Two of the vessels are 


fitted with condensers (? ZF 7 GR HE) 


and the masts of all are moveable. The ribs 
of the vessels are of iron, and each carries a 
four and a half ton breech-loading gun inthe 
bows and a steel Krupp gun in the stern, 
with a Nordenfelt gun in the top and one 
on either quarter, the guns being pro- 
tected by iron shields, 

The vessels were taken down to a place 
called Lien-hua Shan inside the Bogue, 
and a target having been set up they were 
put through their evolutions. The calibre 
of the guus was found to be suited to the 
dimensions of the vessels, and 5 or 6 out of 
every ten shots struck the target at 5 li, 
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the guns having a range of 8 li. The vessels 
were handy to manage and steamed well, 
while the machinery was clean and bright. 
Although they were the work of Chinese 
artidaus' they - looked on the whole like 
foreign built ships. The total cost of 
te four waa Tls. 125,100 odd, exclu- 
sive of the armament, which was sup- 
plied from stores in hand, and materials to 
the value of Tis. 17,500 which are still in 
hand. The monthly cost of the vessels 
While in commission will be ‘Lls, 682 each. 
When further funds can be raised a large 
Aumber of these vessels will be built, 

Resoript: Let the Yaméu concerned 
take cognisance, 

(2) A'Memorial from the Governor of 

Kiaugsi asking to be relieved from the 
hevessity of building 434 junks to be sent 
to Tientain for the conveyance of tribute 
tice between that port and T‘ung Chow. 
The junks in question are, by regulation, 
fo be built at stated periods in Kiangsi, 
Hanan, Hupeh and Kuangtung, and the 
time having now arrived for replacing those 
that have worn out, the Memorialist has 
been directed, at the request of the Gover- 
nor general Li, to send 300 junks up this 
summer and the remaining 134 next year, 
thé ¢vat of their construction, viz: ‘Ts. 
118,900, to be defrayed from funds in the 
possession of the Governor of Shantung, 
- It has been represented to the Memo- 
tislist by the Financial Commissioner and 
the Grain Intendant that since the re- 
Hellion there has been no well seasoned 
timber of any size procurable in Kiangsi, 
the timber now to be got not being durable, 
having a tendeucy to rot. Experienced 
workmen, too, are no longer to be found, 
so that it will be absolutely impossible to 
build the junks according to pattern. 

Under these circumstances it is suggested 
that in accordance with the precedent that 
has been followed for many years past, the 
sum granted for the construction of the 
.junks in question should be given to the 
Governor-General of Chihli, who should be 
called upon to build the boats himeelf. 

Rescript ; Let the Board concerned take 
Cognisance, 

Aneust 6th.—(1) Téng Jung-ching 


(R355) is appointed Grain Iutendant 
ot Kiangsi. 

(2) A Memorial from Chang Yao, 
Governor of Shautung, reporting the 
measures he proposes to adopt iu satiafac- 
tion of the more urgent measures requiring 
attention in the province under his control. 

The matters which he has selected as 
being of chief importance are three, viz: 

1, Maritime defence, 
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2. River Works, 

$8 Suppression of brigandage or robbery 
with violence. 

As regards the question of maritime 
defence, he has to report that since the 
withdrawal of two battalions stationed at 
Chefoo and Téng-chou respectively by the 
late Governor, the garrisons at those places 
have been weaker than ever and the de- 
spatch of reinforcements thither has become 
a matter of urgent necessity. The Memori- 
alist has accordingly sent General Sun 
Chin-hu with five battalions to Chefoo 
with orders to occupy the important points 
of vantage and to give an eye to the re- 
quirements of Téng-chou Fu as well, 
making such disposition of his men as he 
shall consider advisable upon due conaider- 
ation after his arrival. 

As regards the question of river works, 
the most serious breaches that have occurred 
since the spring freshets this year are those 
at Wang-chia Ch‘iian and Yao-chia K‘ou, 
and the Yellow River has been diverted 
bodily into the T‘u-hai River. ‘The 
embankments in the upper reaches of the 
Yellow River are in many places in a very 
weak state and are constantly threatening 
to give way in one place after another, so 
that repairs have daily tobemade. On the 
T‘u-hai River the works on the Northern 
bank are the mostimportant. Below Hui- 
min Hsien there are no embankments at 
all on the northern Bank, whilethose above 
Hui-min are in a very weak condition, so 
orders have been given that the weak 
places are to be at once increased to 
double their present strength. The 
Memorialist finds that the river presents a 
very different appearance to what it did 
when he recently surveyed it, aud it will 
be necessary to wait until the summer 
freshets are over before deciding upon the 
permanent measures of improvement that 
should be adopted. ; 

As regards the qaestion of robbery with 
violence, crimes of this nature have been 
specially prevalent in the Ta‘ao-chou pre- 
fecture of late years, and the adoption of 
severe punitive measures can have no per- 
manent effect until the tithing system is 
energetically carried out concurrently with 
the spread of education by means of free 
schoola, The Prefect of Ts‘ao-chou, who 
bears a high reputation for ability, has 
accordingly been instructed to promote the 
two measures simultaneously with the car- 
rying out of strict police measures. 

Rescript: We have taken cognisance. 

(3) The same officer reports that the 
Kiang-peh grain fleet, consisting of 531 
juuks, crossed the Yellow River and passed 





into the northern section of the Grand 
Canal between the 30th June and the 3rd 
of July. 

(4) A Sub-memorial from the Governor- 
General at Canton, 

The Memorialist has further to report 
that he has recently received numerous 
letters and telegrams from the Governor of 
Kuangsi cider te officials and gentry of 
Kuei-lin Fu to the effect that the price of 
rice had risen to such a height in the pro- 
vince of Kuangsi that cases of robbery 
with violence were everywhere prevalent 
and that the Prefect of Wu-chou had been 
instructed to send funds to Kuangtung to 
buy rice for sale at reduced rates ; that the 
price of rice at Kuei-lin Fu had risen on 
the 17th of June to taels 4.5 a picul, 
and that the villagers were crowding into 
the city in such numbers as to create a 
general panic; and, further, that grain 
riots were constantly occurring at Yi-ning, 
Yung-fu, Yang-so and allthe other Districts 
in the vicinity of Kuei-lin Fu, while the 
aborigines of Yang-so had also taken advan- 
tage of the opportuuity to indulge in acts 
of pillage. 

Aa this state of things showed the neces- 
sity of sending forward liberal supplies of 
grain betimes in order to secure quiet in 
the province, the acting financial Commis- 
sioner was directed to supply funds forth- 
with to purchase 20,000 picuis of rice to be 
forwarded in four instalments to Wu-chow 
to be re-shipped from thence to Kuei-lin, 
in uddition to hurrying forward the junks 
with the consignmeuts already ordered fur 
Kuangsi. Arrangements for the sale of 
this extra supply of grain at different 
centres will be made by the Kuangsi 
authorities and the cost of its conveyauce, 
together with the loss upon sales at reduced 
rates, will be borne by the Kuangtuug 
exchequer. 

A further telegram has been received 
from the Governor of Kuangsat annouucing 
that a rising of local bad characters and 
members of quasi-religious societies has 
taken place at Kuan-yang Heien, in which 
robberies of grain have in every instance 
been the motive cause. 

The Memorialist has to observe. that 
similar excitement was caused in the late 
spring and early summer at Kao-chou Fu, 
Lien-chou Fu, Chao-ch‘ing Fu and Yang- 
chiang T‘ing in the Kuangtung Province 
owing to the rise in the price of grain, but 
the excitement was gradually allayed by 
tle’ sale of rice at reduced rates, La 
Kuangsi, however, the «1 ments of sedition 
are always present, and matters are made 
. worse by the disasters of last year, the 
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lawless classes taking advantage of the 
scarcity of fvod to try and stir the people 
into acts of rebellion. It will be the duty 
of the Memorialist to concert measures 
from time to time with the Acting Governor 
of Kuangsi for the maintenance of peace 
aud order that His Majesty’s auxiety may 
be allayed. 

Rescript : Let the Memorialist, in con- 
junction with the Governor of Kuangsi, 
direct the local authorites to forward liberal 
supplies for the relief of the affected district 
and take satisfactory measures for the 
maintenance of order and the prevention of 
seditiuus movements on the part of the 
criminal classes, 

August 6th.—(1) A Decree announcing 
with profound regret the death of Ohin- 
shun, late Governor of Ili, who was taken 
ill on his way from Ili to Peking and died 
in Kansu. ‘The Military services of the 
deceased officer are referred to with appre- 
ciation more particularly in respect to the 
reconquest of the New Dominion, and 
he is given the title of Senior Guardian 
of the Heir Apparent, ‘The posthumous 
honours allotted to ‘lartar Generals are to 
be accorded to him, all official penalties 
recorded against his name are to be con- 
celled, Tis, 1,0U0 are to be paid by the 
Kansu Treasury for the expenses of his 
Funeral and the local authorities are to pay 
special attention to his remains on their way 
to Peking. The Banner to which the . 
deceased officer belongs is to ascertain 
whether or uo he has any sons or posterity 
living and to report to the ‘hrone, 

(2) Yi-nien (GE4E) is appointed Senior 
Yice- President ut tne Court of Censors, 

(3) In a long Memorial from the Acting- 
Governor of Kueichow in which he de- 
scribes the poverty of the country, and the 
difficulty of collecting the statutory amount 
of land tax in accordance with the recent 
call for reforms in this department of taxa- 
tion, it is stated that the total collection of 
land tax in money and in kind for the 1884 
m Kueichow was Tis. 43,370 and 97,100 
piculs of rice, or leas than one-third (sic) 
of the statuory amount which is‘l'ls, 93,200, 
and 158,900 piculs respectively.: 

August 7th.—The Grand Secretary Yén 
is grauted one mouth’s extension of leave, 

(1) A joint Memorial from the Imperial 
Res-dents in Tibet reporting the death of 
the T‘ung-shan-chi-lung Hutuktu at Lhassa 
upon the 6th of May last, 

The Memorialists have to report that 
during the night of the 7th of April 1886 
the Kablons, or Chief Councillors of State, 
Chief abbote and others sent messengers - 
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to the Residency to say that Awangpan- 
tiench‘iichichients‘an, ‘T‘ungshan Chilung 
Hutuktu aud head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, had succumbed to a cold which he 
caught in the latter half of March, entering 
upou the perfection of repose at 6 p.m. on 
that day. 

The Memorialist Sé-léng-o (the Chief 
Resident) went the following day in person 
to Mount Potala to see the ‘* reposing ” 
Hutuktu, and, in accordance with the rule 
hitherto observed in such cases, he took 
the seal of the Oériéméngo Noméuhan, 
Director of secular matters in Tibet and 
Controller of the Yellow Faith, and sent it 
to the Dalai Lama, after securely sealing it 
up, to be deposited in the Treasury of the 
Shang-shang, or chief secular department 
of state, He further sealed up the seal of 
the Chilung Hutuktu and handed it to 
Loputsanghsiehchuchingno, the head of 
the Chilung and Yungan (churches ?), and 
instructed the Kablous, Cuief Abbots and 
Danzzak or Chief Lamas to carry out the 
obsequies of the deceased Hutuktu with 
due attention, seeing to it that nothing 
was done hastily or carelessly. 

The Mewmorialists would respectfully 
observe that the said Hutuktu has beea 
for sume years chief of the Treasury or 
secular department, and at the same time 
the chief Instructor of the Dalai Lama in 
the canonical writings and observances, 
the justice and fairness of his administra- 
tion being such as to give universal satis- 
faction to the clerics and laity of Tibet, 
and his sudden entry into repose in con- 
sequence of the effecis of a chill is much to 
be deplored. 

As the Dalai Lima has not yet attained 
the requisite age, some one is required to 
take charge of the Treasury Department. 
The Hutuktu being in repose, and the 
matters immediately requiring to be dealt 
with being all of great importance, the 
Memorialists have called upon the Kablons, 
Chief Abbots aud others temporarily to 
carry on the administration, ‘They have also 
directed them. in accordance with rule, to 
elect some Hutuktu well versed in the 
canonical writings and observances and a 
man of just dealing who is pleasing to the 
people, and to report their selection to the 
Memorialists with all despatch. After 
careful scrutiny of the person selected the 
Memorialist will proceed to solicit His 
Maj-sty’s commands thereupon. 

August 8th.—Lu Fu-lin, Governor of 
Shensi, is permitted to vacate his post on 
the ground of ill-health. 


_ Auguet 9h.—(1) Yeh Po-ying (FE (ASE) 
is appointed Guvernor of Shensi, aud Li 
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Yung-ch ‘ing Acting Financial Commissioner 
of the province. 

(2) A Decree expressing pity for the dis- 
tress into which the people in the low-lying 
lands in the Peking, Pao-ting, Ho-chien 
and Tientein Prefectures have been plunged 
by the overflow of the rivers in many places 
in consequence of the heavy rain which 
felllast month, Authority is given for the 
retention of 66,000 piculs of rice as a pro- 
vision for the wants of the people after the 
autunm has passed. 


(3) The Acting Goveanor of Kueichow 
reports that he has supplemented the efforts 
of the late Governor Li Yung-ch‘ing to 
puppress the cultivation of the poppy by a 
device of his own own with a fair amouns 
of success. Orders were given to the 
varivus local authorities to ascertain the 
amount of land devoted to poppy culti- 
vation in their respective districts, and, 
having registered the same and made plans 
thereof, they were to issue certificates to 
the owners. Where the poppy was not 
sown it was to be prohibited, but where it 
was already in the ground, a fine of two or 
three bushels of grain, in accordance with 
the quality of the land, was to be levied 
upon the cultivator and added to the store 
of public grain accumulated as a provision 
against times of scarcity. 

The inducement to enyage in poppy 
cultivation being simply a question of profit, 
when the farmers find it no longer pays 
they very soon abandon it, and the scheme 
adopted by the Memorialist has already 
resulted in a diminution of the quantity of 
land sv employed. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kueichow asking His Majesty’s sanction to 
the establishment of a foundry in Shanghai, 
supported by capital subscribed by a public 
company, for smelling the ore obtained 
from the iron mines in Kueichow. 


The Memorialist reminds His Majesty 
that onthe 22ud of April last he submitted 
a report upon the experimental working of 
mines in Kueichow, the receipt of which 
was acknowledged in an Imperial Decree 
that reached the Memorialist on the 28th of 
May. 

He would now respectfully observe 
that the products of the Kueichow mines 
are superior to those of other provinces, 
but it is still impossible to predict with 
certainty whether or no they can be 
utilised. 

In the month of February last, as re- 
ported to His Majesty, Tis. 20,000 were 
appropriated from the revenues of the 
province, which, with capital subscribed 


110 


by merchants, was devoted to the pro- 


vision of establishments at Chénu-ynan Fu- 


in Kuei-chow, Chang-té Fu in Hunan, 
Hankow aud Shanghai, placed under the 
superintendence of officials, to which con- 
siguments of ore were to be sent to be 
ready for Government use. 


Specimens of the ore ex'racted from the 
Kueichou mines were sent by the Memo- 
rialist to the Ministers Superintendent of 
Northern and Southern Trade for assay, 
and His Excellency Li in due course 
replied that the quality of the ore was 
excellent, and that if it could be properly 
smelted and delivered at Shanghai at a cust 
which would pay to purchase it, it could of 
course be bought for Government use, 

The Minister Superintendent of Southern 
Trade wrote to say that supplies («f ore 
and coal) had hitherto been procured at 
Hu-k‘on and Formosa, as they were acces- 
sible by water and there were, c nrequently, 
facilities for transport; but if Kueichow 
ore could be supplied at alower rate than 
that from other places there would be no 
objection to giving it the preference, 

In view of the fact that the quality of 
the Kueichow ore is good, and supplies are 
abundant, it would seem a pity that its sale 
should be impeded fur waut of machinery 
to prepare it. 

The officers at the various mining centres 
report that large supplies of ore have been 
accumulated, so that measures must be 
taken for its distribution, in order to secure 
the capital that has been invested. After 
consultation, therefore, with his provincial 
Committee of Administration, the. Memo- 
rialist has decided, in conformity with the 
figures quoted tn his earlier Memorial, to 
retain a million catties of coai and the 
same quantity of iron ore as a provision 
for Goverument use lucally, and to allow 
the people to dispose of any surplus they 
may extract. With this object, a mining com- 
pany has lately been established at Kuei- 
yang Fu, under the management of gentry 
and merchants who are men of substance, 
the object of which is to export cual and 
iron under official superintendence. Any 
person willing to take shares in the under- 
taking is secured by the Company, and scrip 
is issued to him which authorises him to 
carry coal and iroun—the chief mining pro- 
ducts—elsewhere under license. ‘I'le mer- 
cantile classes have, the Memorialist is 
happy to say, taken to the enterprise with 
alacrity, and during the past few months 
Tis. 50,000 have been subscribed, which it 
is proposed to devote to the supply of 
additional machinery to the Shanghai 
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establishment, all the iron ore extracted 
being taken to the nearest river port and 
shipped thence by boat to Shanghai to be 
smelted into iron bars, which it is hoped - 
will be found to meet to requirements of 
purchasers. 

A consignment of 10,000 catties has now 
been sent forward in instalments under 
the charge of an official who has been 
instructed to make enquiries as to the 
selling prices of iron along the line of 
route, ‘lhe experiment will first be made 
at the lower end of the line, and on its - 
arrival at Shanghaithe ore will be consigned 
to the smelting foundry, there to be melted 
down into round or square pigs, large and 
small, after the foreign fashion. Ts. 
40,000 of the capital subscribed by the 
merchants will be devoted to the purchase 
of additionsl machinery, and the quality of 
the iron and the cost of its preparation will 
then be reduced to a fixed standard. When 
purchased by the Ministers Superintendent 
of Southern or Northern Trade, on the 
Board of Admiralty, the usual discount 
of twenty per cent. laid down in the 
statutes of the Buard of Revenue will be 
allowed. ‘Ihe article being one which is, 
in affect, the property of the State, it will 
not be necessary (when it is required for 
the use of the State) to go into minute 
calculations of profit and loss as if it were 
a purely mercantile transaction. 


Rescript: Let the Buard of Revenue take 
cognisance. 

August 10th.—No docum-nts of impor- 
tance. 

August 11th.—(1) The Director-General 
of the Yellow River brings to His Majesty’s 
notice the case of a lady living in Chi-ning 
Chou, wh» had attained the age of ahun- 
dred years, the widow of a military officer, 
whose son and grandson are subordinate 
officers in the army and her great grandson 
a literary graduate. ‘The gentry who have 
applied to the Memorialist to submit the 
name of this lady to the Throne for the 
bestowal of marks of distinction, inform him 
that inthe annals oi the department a case is 
recorded of a dame of a hundred and one 
years old upon whom a gift of satin and 
money was bestowed by the Emperor in 
the 55th year of the reign Ch‘ien Lung. 

The case, which is supported by the 
Memorialist, is referred to the Board of 
Ceremonies for consideration, 

(2) The Governor of Shensi submits the 
following return of lekin receipts for the 
whole province during the 11th year of 
Kuang Hsii (1885). The receipts are as 
follows :— 








—_ 
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Tis, 
Génoral Lekin ....ccccsceceecscesseesed21,372.8 8 
Tekin on native opium,.......... . 18,668.7 4 
Oarrying fees (?)on nativeopium 2,862 6 5 
Salt-lekin farmed out for......... 20,328.4.5 
~ Total..........0006.008, 232.7 3 


Fifteen per cent. of the above, viz: T's. 
58,734, has been deducted for expenses of 
ovlleotion. 

The revenue shows no falling off from 
the recepts of the previous year, though, as 
frequently explained by the Memorialists’ 
predecessors, it is far from reaching the 
standard of earlier years. 

August 12th.—No documents of im- 
portance. : 

August 13th.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General, Superintendent of 
Oustoms, and the Deputy Lieutenant- 
Generals of the Manchu and Hanchiin 
Banners at Canton, reporting the results 
of an examination of the students in the 
T'ang-wén Kuan, or government school of 
foreign languages, in Canton and the be- 
stowal of In terpreterships and examination 
privileges u pon the successful scholars. 

The students in the foreign school at 
Canton which was established some years 
ago having all shown satisfactory progress 
as the result of their teaching, in the 
year 1867 the Tartar General and Jui-lin, 
who was then Governor General, selected 
six of the most promising pupils in the 
school and sent them to Peking, where 
they were examined by the Tsung-li Yamén, 
» and this examination having proved satis- 
factory, they were yiven an Interpreter’s 


degree (fg e+e A) and appointed Students 


of the Imperial academy with permission 
to compete with the other students for the 
degree of provincial graduate. They were 
then distributed as Interpreters amonyst 
the Yaméus of the ‘Tartar General, Go- 
vernor-General and Governor at Canton, 
and orders were issued that at the 

- completion of a three years’ course of 
study by the students at the school 
in Canton, the fact was to be re- 
ported to the Throne and the status of 
students of the Imperial Academy was to 
be granted to the scholars, who were to be 
appointed to posts as official interpreters, 
While any students who showed a special 
aptitude for foreign languages were to be 
tent to Peking for examination and to be 
given titular rauk. 

The rule thus laid down was followed in 
1871, when a further period of three years 
had elapsed, but it having been discovered 
nd the ‘lartar-General and Governor- 

eral that the interpreters attached to 
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the various Yaméns were interpreters only 
in name, the post of interpreter was abolish- 
ed with the approval of His Majesty, and 
thé most proficient of the students were 
sent for on occasions upon which foreigners 
were received by the Memorialists and 
called upon to interpret, being given a 
present for their services at the end of the 
year. In the years 1874, 1877 and 1883, when 
further periods of three years had elapsed, 
the Tartar General and Governor-General 
reverted to the line of procedure prescribed 
by the regulations and reported, as re- 
quired, to the Throne, 

A further period of three years’ study 
having recently been gone through by the 
students of the school of foreign languages, 
it became necessary to subject those who 
had completed their course to a careful 
examination, Sampson, the foreign in- 
structor, was accordingly called upon to 
select ten of his pupils who had shown a 
pleasure in their studies, and had a com- 
paratively good knowledge of foreign lan- 
guages and literature, and send them for 
examination in the presence of the Memo- 
rialists. They were first called upon to 
make a translation of a Chinese document 
into English and then to translate an 
English document into Chinese. The ex- 
amination proved five Hanchiin Baunermen 
to be fairly proficient in Chinese literature, 
and Sampson, who examined their foreign 
papers, said that they contained no im- 
portant errors, It accordingly devolves 
upon the Memorialists to report the fact 
to His Majesty and solicit the bestowal 
of an interpreter’s degree upon four of the 
individuals aforesaid, and upon one of 
them, who is already in the first category 
of hsiw ts‘ai, the degree of fu kung shéng, 
or Accessury Senior Licentiate, enabling 
them all to compete for the degree of pro- 
vincial graduate. They will be called 
upon to continue their studies at the 
school, a selection of the remaining scholars 
being mad; for retention or rejection as 
the case may be. 

Rescript: Let the Yaméu concerned 
take cognisance. 

August 14th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of the New Dominion asking 
His Majesty’s sanction to the payment of 
extra allowances for contingent expendi- 
ture, in addition to the usual pay and con- 
tingent allowances, to the various officials 
who have been created since the establish- 
meut of a civil administration in the New 
Dominion. 

When the Board approved of the altera- 
tions in the status of the civil authority 
at Urumtsi and other changes suggested by 
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him, they decided that the pay, anti-extor- 
tion, and office allowances to be allotted to 
the various officers should be furnished out 
of the land tax and should be on the scale 
Jaid down by Imperial approval in 1884, 
viz: that they should be subject only toa 
discount of 18 per cent. 

‘he Memorialist would observe that 
when some time since he suggested that 
the Taotai of the Urumtsi Circuit should 
be given the brevet of Provincial Judge 
and invested with criminal jurisdiction over 
the whole province, an arrangement which 
was approved by the Board, the anti-extor- 
tion and office allowances which he was to 
draw were not determined upon. By regu- 
Jation he would be entitled to draw Ts. 
3,000 anti-extortion allowances, and Ts. 700 
for office expenditure, but considering the 
extent of his criminal jurisdiction and the 
consequent increase of his public work, it 
is proposed to give him, in addition to the 
regular salary of a provincial judge, the 
sum of Tis. 2,000 for office expenditure, 
but not to give ; him a judge’s anti-extortion 
allowance. 

As regards the anti-extortion and office 
allowances to the officials who have newly 
been established in the province, the 
Board having assigned them the usual 
allowances, the question should properly 
be at rest; but the distance of the New 
Dominion and the rarity of visits of traders 
to the country causes prices to be very high 
and living consequently extremely dear as 
compared with the central provinces. The 
Board objected to an earlier proposal of the 
Memorialist, that the authorities should be 
granted supplementary allowances, on the 
ground that a multiplication of terms would 
tend to confusion, and decided as an alter- 
native that the ‘anti-extortion and office 
allowances should be paid without the 
deduction of the usual discount. This 
privilege, however, has long been enjoyed 
in the west as far as anti-extortion alluw- 
ance is concerned, but even the issue of 
the other allowances on the same scale will 
not suffice, and the Memorialist would now 
propose to issue anti-extortion and office 
allowances on the increased scale at present 
allotted to the Magistrate of the Kao-lan 
District in Kansu and one or two other 
important departments and districts. The 
following are the allowances he proposes to 
grant in addition to those already drawn by 
the officials named :— 


To the two Tao‘tai’s of Kanhanrts 
each 

The Prefect of ‘'i-hua Fu... 

The Magistrate of ‘Ti-hua >} each ,, 
ps (| ere 


Tle. 1,000 
800 





Google 


[Avae. 14—16. 


To the sub-prefects or Magistrates 

of the following places each ......Tls. 600 

Chén-hsi, Harashar, Fu-k‘ang, 

Pai-ch‘éng, Hami, Manas, 

Ch‘ang-chi. 
The Literary Chancellor of Ti-hua Tle, 120 
The Officer of Instruction at Chén- 

hei Ting... cee seeeeeeeeeeeuee » 100 


Together with allowances for other minor 
officers varying from ‘I'ls. 160 to Tis. 120 
per annum, the proposed increase amount- 
ing in all to Ts. 11,180 per annum. 

Referred to the Board concerned for con- 
sideration, 

August 15th.—(1) The Governor General 
at Canton reports the despatch of the 
second instalment of the subsidy of Tis, 
150,000 due this year from the ‘I'‘ai-p‘ing 
Customs establishment, 

(2) Sung-chiin, late Director General of 
Grain Trausport, recently appointed Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsu, reports that he gave over 
charge to his successor Lu Shih-chieh upon 
the 18th of July, and started on the 23rd 
for Nanking to see the Governor General. - 
After consulting with him on various 
matters the Memorialist will proceed to 
take up his post. 

(3) The Governor General and Governor 
at Canton report the despatch of the second 
instalment of the Tls. 100,000 which is this 
year due from the land tax collection of 


the Kuangtung Province as a subsidy to 
Peking. 


August 16th.—(1) T‘an Chung-lin, Go- 
vernor-General of Shensi and Kansu, re- 
ports the death at Su-chow upon the 12th 
of July of Chin-shun, late Governor of 
Ili. The deceased, who wag under orders 
to come to Peking for audience, left his 
post on the 9th of March, and on arrival 
at Kurkara Usu his old wounds broke out 
afresh. There being neither medicine nor 
medical attendance in a convenient form 
at this place, he pushed on with some 
difficulty to Su chow which he reached on 
the 2ud of June, so ill that he could no 
longer walk, and died on the 12th of July 
in spite of every effort to save him. 

The Memorialist concludes with a eulogy 
of the bravery of the deceased officer as 
evidenced in earlier years by his successes 
against the rebels in Hupeh and Auhui, 
and later in his capacity of Assistant 
Administrator of the new Dominion, by 
the reconquest of the cities of that region 
and the recovery of Ili. He was univer- 
sally credited with loyalty and honesty of 
purpose and a generous and liberal mind, 
a man good at soldiering, but careless 
in his discrimination of the capacity of 
those under him. 
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As the Memorialist last year confiden- 
tially informed His Majesty, although 
Ohin-shun made injudicious use of his 
agents, his intentions were honest enough, 
and he hoped that he would still by His 
Majesty’s goodness be enabled to serve his 
country in another sphere. His sudden 
and lamented demise has put an abrupt 
end to these anticipations 

The testamentary memorial of the de- 
ceased officer is submitted herewith for 
His Majesty’s perusal. 

August 17th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

August 18th.—(1) Tsang Chi-ch‘én ( 


ED) is appointed Groom of the Library 
iu the Imperial Supervisorate of Instruction. 


(2) A memorial from the Governor of 
Joh-ho and his colleagne, reporting a serious 
flood caused by the bursting of au embank- 
ment closé to the town of Ch‘eng-t6 Fu in 
consequence of a sudden descent of ‘hill 
water.” 

There had, the Memorialist, state, been 
asuccession of fertilising rains during the 
summer, and much satisfaction was felt at 
the prospects of a good harvest, when at 
Tp.m. on the 19th July the rain suddenly 
came down in torrents and it poured in- 
cessantly until 5a.m. the next day. The 
hill torrents consequently came down with 
great force, and as the mountains to the 
west of Ch’eng-té Fu all drain into a river 
called the Han Ho, which was not able to 
contain the flood suddenly poured into 
it, several breaches occurred, one at a place 
called T's‘ao Shih-chieh or *¢ grass market” 
which flooded the Memorialists’ Yamén 
and the barrack, another at a bridge called 
‘the Great Stone Bridge, and at other places, 

On hearing that the waters were out, the 
Memorialists went in person to the places 
where the breaches had occurred, and a 
vast expanse of seething and surging water 
met their gaze. The more lusty amongst 
the people had saved themselves by swim- 
ming, but the aged and weakly were utter- 
ing pleading cries for help. Steps were 
immediately taken for their rescue, and by 
the efforts of the local and military execu- 
tive under the Memorialist’s orders many 
lives were saved, the actual loss being three 
soldiers’ wives and seme ten or more men 
and women, of the Chinese population, not 
to mention the total destruction of several 
houses and the submersion of many more. 
The Memorialiet, the Governor of Ch‘ahar, 
hasgiven Tls.600 of his allowance towardsthe 
Yelief of the sufferers, who are in a pitiable 
plight, and the Prefect of Ch‘éng-té will 
further see that their needs are supplied. 
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The Han Ho being the channel into which 
all the mountain torrents flow, the damage 
to the embankments will be repaired at 
once in anticipation of further floods with 
their attendant disastrous consequences, 

(3) In a sub-memorial from the Governor- 
General at Canton reporting the despatch 
of various sums to Peking, he announces 
that the sum of Tis. 17,640 has been 
furnished by the Superintendent of Customs 
as a fourth instalment of interest upon 
the foreign loan to the Shéu Chi Ying, or 
Peking Field Force Department. 

(4) The Acting Governor of Chekiang 
submits the customary annual report upon 
the spring cotton crop and the silk out-turn 
of that province, 

Yaking the number ten as representing a 
full crop, he arrives at the following aver- 
ages from returns forwarded to him from 
the various producing localities, 
Prefecture or Department. Cotton, 

Ningpo v.cccccccccseceeeeees 

W6uchow .rcsecceeee cone 

Hangchow ...... 

Chia-hsing ... 

Hu-chou ......... seve 

Shao-hsing ............00 

Chin-hna vicscccccccsceeee 

Ch‘ii-chou........... 

Y6n-chou .eecssscecccessces 

CUSU-ChOU.. ceccccscssceeee BO sececeseeeee 

The general average fur the province is 
five tenths and upwards of a full crop for 
cotton and the same proportion for silk. 

August 19:h,—(Court Circular). Ch‘én 
Shih-chieh, late Governor of Shantung, 
has applied for leave to return to his native 
place. 

(1) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Governor at Canton. 

Wang Chih-ch‘un, the Grain Intendant, 
who was ordered by His Majesty to attach 
himself to the Tongking frontier commission, 
has now returned for the time being to 
Canton, but at the end of the autumn he 
will have to.go to Ch'in Chow to con- 
tinne the survey. Now Ch‘in Chow 
is in the jurisdiction of Lien-chow Fu, 
which adjoins the Tongking boundary, 
and as the ability and courage of the said 
Wang Chih-ch‘un qualify him for the office, 
it is desirable that he be forthwith trans- 
ferred to the post of Acting Taotai of the 
Kao-lien circuit, that he may be on the 
spot fur the work of frontier delimitation. 
Ch‘un-hsiian, the present acting T‘ao-tai 
of the circuit, will be sent back forthwith 
to his proper post of T‘ao-tai at Kiung- 
chow. 

(2) Heii Ying-jung, the acting Governor of 
Chékiang pending the arrival of Wei Jung- 
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kuang, the substantive incumbent of the 
post, reports that he took charge of the 
Governor’s seals on the 4th of July. 

(3) Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, 
reports that it is absolutely impossible for 
the Salt Departinent to furnish during the 
next two years the sum of Tis. 246 000 for 
the new .junks for the transport of grain 
from Tientsin to Tung Chow, which 
Kiangsi and other provinces are called 
upon to build. All that this Department is 
able to supply is Tls. 10,000. (See Gazette 


, of 4th August.) 


August 20th.—The greater portion of 
this day’s issue is occupied with a joint 
Memorial from the Governor-General at 
Foochow and Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Military 
Administrator in Formosa and Governor 
of Fubkien, submitting a report in obedi- 
ence to Imperial Commands, upon the result 
of their deliberations on the subject of the 
constitution of Formosa into a province, 
and enclosing certain returns in connection 
therewith. (These returns are not pub- 
lished). After quoting (1) the Decree of 
the lzth of October 1885 from the Empress 
Dowager directing that the post of the 
Governor of Fuhkien be changed to that of 
the Governor of Formosa ;—(2) the Decree 
of the 25th of November 1885 directing the 
Memorialists to consider the advisability 
of appointing a ‘Taotai for the Northern 
portion of Formosa in addition to the Tao- 
tai at Taiwan Fu ;—(3) a Decree of January 
the 16th, 1886, consenting to the substitu- 
tion of a Financial Commissioner of For- 
mosa for the proposed Tactai of Northern 
Formosa, and directing that Formosa, al- 
though it is to be constituted a separate 
province, is to be joined to Fuhkien as the 
New Dominion is joined to Kansu; and 
(4) a Decree dated the 13th of April, 1886, 
sanctioning the transfer of the head- 
quarters of the Cieneral of the Haitan 
Division to the Pescadores ; the Memo- 
rialist continue as follows : 

After the interchange of much corres- 
pondence on the subjects above referred 
to, the Memorialist Yang Ch‘ang-chiia 
crossed over to Formosa iu the month of 
March last, the Memorialist Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan going to the maivland in May, 
upon which occasion the subject was again 
verbally discussed in detail, 

As the result of these deliberations it has 
to be observed, that Formosa forms a portal 
to the Southern China sea and is a fence 
or bulwark for seven provinces, so that 
the constitution of the island into a 
province as ordained by Imperial Com- 
mand is without question a far-sighted 
and important measure for the protection 
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of the coast provinces, With the exception, 
however, of the littoral Districts, the re- 
mainder of Formosa is inhabited by abori- 
giues who are beyond the pale of cjvilisa- 
tion, while the insular position it holds 
renders its relations to Fuhkien dissimilar 
to those of the New Dominion to Kansu, 
Fuhkien and Formosa being one province 
to begin witb, now that they are to be made 
into two, it will be specially necessary that 
they should stand to each other in the re- 
lation of the teeth and lips, that they may 
he subsidiary one to the other, 

The Memorialists now beg to enclose for 
His Majesty’s perusal a paper which has 
been based upon the views submitted by the 
Taotai of Formosa and Shéu Ying-k ‘uei, late 
Financial Commissioner of Kueichow, who 
is now employed on special service in the 
island, and in doing so they would observe 
that the reorganisation of maritime defence 
measures which is now in progress entaile 
the consideration of numberless effete arran- 
gements which require attention, while the 
constitution of Fo:mosa into a province of 
the Empire entails a large expenditure of 
money. The defences of the Pescadores, 
for instance, will absorb Ts. 800,000, for 
which His Majesty has already been asked 
to direct the Board to find the money. 





Over and above this there are measures of | 


defence to be carried out, armaments to be 
prepared, telegraphic lines to be laid, ad- 
ditional offices to be ereated, areas of 
jurisdiction to be allotted, ard the country 
to be opened up to cultivation, each and 
all measures of the greatest importance. 
The establishment of a provincial capital 
and the construction of public offices, 
sacrificial altars and temples, too, although 
capable of postponement for a short time, 
cannot but be undertaken seriatim now 
that the island is to become # province by 
itself, 

The standing defensive force of Formosa, 
after allowing for all reductions, will consiat 
of 35 battalions, aud as these are to he 
stationed along « coast line of over 2,000 li 
it will be impossible to reduce their num- 
bers further. 

After careful consideration of the subject, 
the following are the arrangements which 
the Memorialsts would suggest for the pru- 
vision of the necessary pecuniary supplies, 
The Foochow Customs will continue this 
year to furnish the usual subsidy of Tls. 
200,000 and the various Financial bureaux 
of Fuhkien will be positively required in 
some manner or other to furnish an annual 
subsidy of Tis, 240,000. His Majesty is 
further requested to direct the Superin- 
tendents of Customs at Cautun, Shanghai, 
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Niagpo, Kiukiang and Hankow to furnish 
an annual subsidy of Tis. 360,000, which 
will make a total of Tis. 800,000. Thus, for 
five years, with the contributions from the 
province of Fuhkien and the Tls. 440,000 
from the Foochow Customs, Form:sa will 
receive an annual income of Tis. 1,000,000 
to meet the monthly requirements of the 
. exmy of defence. The annual contribution 
of Tis. 70,000 from each of the five Customs 
establishments named above is so light that 
. it will be easily managed, while the slight 


means of support which are thus relied ° 


upon for the conduct of Formosan affairs 
will not, it is hoped, be reduced to mere 
empty promises. 

The Memorialists must still ask His 
Mejesty to pive them time, and permit the 
Memorialist Liu Ming-ch‘uan to. deal with 
the various matters requiring attention in 


the order of their urgency and importance. - 


The measures which are being taken for 
the readjustment of land taxation, etc, 
have already been clearly explained to His 
Majesty, and if, as suggested by the Board, 
it is possible to make Formosa self-support- 
ing from her own resources in four or five 
years’ time, it will then be the duty of the 
high authorities to request His Majesty to 
stop further grants in aid, 

August 21st.— (1) Feng Kuang-chu 


(% 3% Alp is appoiuted Director of the 
Imperial Stud Court. 


August 22ud.—(1) Suu Féng-hsiang, 
Financial Commissioner of Honan, is 
allowed to vacate his post on the ground 
of ill health. 

(2) Liu Jui-ch'i (BGG) is appointed 
Fiuancial Commissiuner of Honan, and 
Hsiao Shao (aa BB) Judicial Gomumis- 
sioner of Chékiang. 

(3) A sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Hu Kuang Provinces : 

The Memorialist has to report the receipt 
of a representation from Lo Chin-shé», 
General of the I-ch‘ang Division, to the 
following effect ; 


** When an officer is adopted into another 


family, or reverts to hisown after adoption | 


inte another, he is required by law to 
* farnish a detailed list of his relations, 
alive aud dead, for three generations, 
“The Acting Governor-General Pien 
Pao-ti having been good enough two years 
ago to submit an application to the Throne 
for permission for ine to resume my proper 
name and to return-to my ownclan, I stated 
that all my family had been murdered in 
the rebellion, an assertion I made in con- 
sequence of my enquiries for my parents 


after the rebellion having been met with | 
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the unanimous statement that they were 
both dead. 

‘* After sanclion was given to my appli- 
cation, the memorial preferring it was 
published in the Peking Gazette which was 
circulated through the country. 

“*Now it would appear that when the 
rebellion first broke out my father was 
murdered and my two brothers also, but 
that my mother managed to escape with 
one of her sons into a neighbouring district 
before the rebels came aud she afterwards 
went to Kianysi. 

““The Ho family having adopted me as 
their son for all these years and my name 
having thus been changed, and my mother 
and I having been cut off from communica- 
tion with each other, neither was able to 
look for or identify the other until the 
Gazette appeared, when my mother learned 
my story. She sent an agent to Liu-yang to 
make enquiries, and it so happened that my 
son was there at the time having been sent 
there to do sacrifice at the family tombs, 
and clean up the burial ground. He then 
heard from the elders and some of survivors 
of the rebellion that his grandmother had 
sent an agent to make enquiries about my- 
self. He was fortunate enough to meet this 
agent and went at once to see my mother 
who gave him the names of the Lo family 
for three generations which exactly cor- 
responded with my record. When 1 heard 
of this I sent for my mother in the month 
of April last and brought her to my official 
place of residence. My mother, who is 
now eighty-two years of aye, is, happily, 
still hale and hearty, and is overcome with 
mixed feelings of joy and sorrow as she 
talks to me of bygoue times, 


‘““As | have already applied for and 
been graciously accorded permission to 
resume my own name, it is my duty to 
request that the fact of my mother being 
still alive, of my having found and re- 
cognised her, and of my taking her into 
my home, may be reported to His Majesty.” 


In reporting the above incident to His 
Majesty, the Memorialist has to add that 
he has communicated the particulars to 
the Board of War, and has sent them to 
the authorities at the General’s place of 
domicile, to be there placed on record, 

Rescript: Let the Buard of War take 
coguisance. 

August 23rd.—(1) A Sub-memorial from 
Mu-t‘u-shan, military High Commissioner 
for the three Manchurian provinces, solicit- 
ing His Majesty’s sanction to the opening of 
contribution lists for the supply of cavalry 
aud artillery horses fur the Amoor Province. 
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After consultation with the Admiralty and 
other Departments it was arranged that 
the Memorialist should, as a preliminary 
measure, train two cavalry divisions for 
each province, Horses and saddlery have 
been supplied from existing stocks for the 
cavalry for the Féng t‘ien and Kirin pro- 
vinces, where there are properly organised 
cavalry regiments, but in the Heh-lung 
Chiang or Amoor province, this is not the 
case, and two divisions of regular cavalry 
will have to be added. To mount this 
force, and to horse the sixty Krupp 
guns with which the Manchurian pro- 
vinces have been supplied, not less than 
a thousand horses will be required, and as 
there is no money in the Treasury and the 
animals are urgently needed, the Memori- 
alist proposes, with His Majesty’s permis- 
sion, to cause contributions of horses to be 
invited through the Hu-lun-pei-éch district 
where horses are bred by most of the house- 
holders, amongst whom are not wanting 
men of substance who owe many debts of 
gratitude to the State for generations past. 

Request granted by Receipt. 

(2) ‘The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
arrival of the second instalment of the sixth 
consignment of Yiinnan copper at Hankow 
on its way to Peking, and its despatch by 
steamer from that port, 

This copper, which amounted to 515,000 
catties, reached Han-yang on the 9thof May, 
and in accordance with regulation it should 
have been there taken on by steamers of 
the China Merchant’s Co., but as the writ- 
ten instructions with which the officer in 
charge of the copper was supplied contained 
no mention of the China Merchants Co., 
he was ignorant of the rule, and made 
arrapgements with a German Firm call- 
ed Melchers & Co. who contracted to 
ship the copper. As it would have been 
difficult to put a stop to these arrange- 
ments and the copper had to arrive by a 
given date, he was permitted, as a matter 
of accommodation, to ship it by a German 
(sic) steamer called the Pao hua. 

August 24th,—(1) Hsichén, Minister of 
the ‘T'sung-li Yaménu, etc., is appointed 
Superintendent of Customs and Octroi for 
Peking, and Shan-ching, Deputy Superin- 
tendent, © 

(2) Té-t‘ai (8 %R) is appointed Taotai of 
the Ch‘ao, Chia Circuit (Swatow). 

August 25th.—A sub-memorial from the 
Governor of Hunan. 

A system of monthly returns of lawsuits 
has been in force in Hunan for some time 
past, under which the different Prefects 
aud lower territorial officials down to 
Magistrates are required to furnish month- 
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ly reports of the cases filed in. higher 
courts and referred to them, together with 


* those filed in their own courts, which’ they 


have settled. These reports used to go 
to the Provincial Judge through the usual 
chaunels, and that officer entered a good 
or bad record against each official’s name 
in accordance with the diligence or ‘the 
reverse which he might have exhibited in 
the settlement of such lawsuits. 

The Acting Governor P‘ang Chi-yiin sub- 
sequently established an office for the clear- 
ing off of judicial arrears, returns of which 
were submitted to the Throne every six: 
months, but this office was abolished by 
the Memorialist amongst others which were 
done away with when effecting a reduction 
of expenditure under the head of subsidiar 
offices, and the monthly returns of cases 
were again sent in to the Provincial Judge. 

The Memorialist has now the honour to 
report that from the 7th moon of the pre- 
present year 5,136 cases filed in the higher 
courts or in their own courts were settled 
by the territorial officials of Hunan. 

August 26,—(1) K‘o-méng-t‘ai (Se 9? BS) 
is appointed Sub-director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship. 


(2) Asub Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang. 

The Memorialist is in receipt of a re- 
presentation from Sung-ch‘un, Financial 
Commissiouer of Chilli, acknowledging 
the receipt of the Memorialiat’s instructions 
to proceed to his post but explaining that 
To-lo-lun, the newly appointed Tao-t*ai of 
the Ta, Shun, Kuang Circuit, is the ut- 
erine brother of his, Suug-Ch‘un’s wife, 
and as To-to-lun had not yet left Peking it 
became the duty of the Commissioner to 
request that ‘lo-lo-lun might be called upon 
to withdraw from his appvintinent, 

The Memorialist would point out that 
the law requires that in the event of any 
provincial official vested with powers of 
scrutiny over judicial acts or the collection 
of grain tax being brothers-in-law, the 
lower of the two in rank shall be called 
upon to withdraw, Further, that in the 
event of the Governor-General having 
jurisdiction over only one province, the 
officer so withdrawing shall make an ex- 
change with an officer in a neighbouring 
province. 

August 28th.—(1) Asi-lun, Assistant 
Governor at Tarbagat‘ai, and Acting Mili- 
tary Governor of Ili, reports that new flags 
and uniforms are absolutely required for 
the new Banner forces in Ili, which have 
been created out of the troops iu Ili, under 
the circumstances earlier reported to His 
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Maj-sty by the Memorialist and the 
Governor of the new Dominion, 

As materials are scarce and prices high 
in Ili, it is proposed to buy what is wanted 
at Kuei-hua Ch‘éng in Shansi, where mili- 
tary supplies forthe Ili region have hitherto 
mostly been purchased. The cost of these 
uniforms etc. is estimated at Tis. 20,000, 
and as it is inconvenient to remit this 
amount in silver to Suansi, His Majesty is 
requesied to direct the Governor of that 
province to pay the money to the Memori- 
alist’s agent in Shansi, who has been charged 
with the task of buying the materials aud 
having them made up. The money will 
then be credited to the Shansi Govern- 
ment who can deduct it from the remit- 
tances due tv Ili. 

Request granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
despatch of ‘Lls. 40,000 to the Admiralty 
Department, being the third and fourth 
instalments of the aunual subsidy of ‘I'ls. 
240,000 which that province is called upon 
¢o pay to the Buard of Admiralty, 

August 29th.—(1) I-ti GER) is appointed 
Commissioner of the Office ot ‘rausmission. 


(2) The Governor-General of the Hu- 
kuang Provinces reports the arrest two 
months since at Haukow of a member of 
an affiliated society called the Tung ‘Iai 


Shan (3B LR) Society, upon whom 
were found certain tickets of membership 
aud a stamp. The man, who had served 
esa “brave,” confessed upon examination, 
¢e having been induced by a. fellow provin- 
cial to join the society in question aud to 
have subsequently initiated others. He 
mentioned the names of other members of 
the society, which was split up into t‘ang, 
(a) or lodges, at Chén-hai in Chékiang 
aud elsewhere, and two of his confederates 
were arrested by the Han-yang authorities, 
a third being captured by the Chékiang 
authorities, and summarily executed. 

The three prisoners in the Memorialist’s 
oustody having been duly examined and 
having confessed to their guilt have also 
been summarily decapitated. 

August 30th. —Sé.léng-o (fA 458A) is ap- 
pointed Governor of Liv FEB) sop 

August 31st.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor of Shausi. 

While the Memorialist was at Sa-la-ch‘i 
in the progress of his tour of military 
inspection he received the following report 
from his Committee of Administration at 
the provincial capital. 

*Qontinuous and heavy rain had been 
falling dey and night at ‘T‘ai-yiian Fu 
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without cessation from the 23rd of July, 
and the waters of the Fén river were 
rising steadily, so we went outside the 
city with the Prefect and Magistrate in 
the teeth of the rain to inspect the con- 
dition of the stream. We found that it 
was pressing rather closely on the western 
side of the city where the water was breaking 
so heavily against the bank that an over- 
flow was threatened. Orders were accord- 
ingly given for the preparation of a large 
number of hempen bags which were to be 
filled with sand and then, as a preliminary 
measure, to be used to block the two 
western and the large southern gates of 
the city. 

‘The rain, however, grew heavier, and 
during the third watch of the night of the 
25th of July a breach occurred at a place 
known as the Chin Kang Yén. and at two 
points in the embankments which protect 
the city. The flood came rushing down and 
struck the city at it north-western corner 
from whence it went southward and poured 
down upon the two western and the large 
southern gates, all of which were forced 
open by the force of the water which 
nothing could resist. The Manchu bar- 
racks in the south west angle of the city, 
and the Yaména of the Literary Chancellor, 
the Military Commandant and Colonel, 
and the District Magistrates, numbering 
in all over 10,000 chien were submerged 
and a large number of the buildings col- 
lapsed. The wall, too, in several places 
cracked and fell down, 

Rescue parties were despatched in dif- 
ferent directions on on rafts to pick 
up the Manchu soldiers and the other 
unfortunates in their vicinity, and these 
were removed to quarters provided 
for them in public buildings and tem- 
ples and furnished with clothes and 
food, over three thousand people being 
thus provided for on the one day. Thirty 
persons iu all, male and female, were 
drowned, and to those who were in need 
of it money was given for burial expenses. 

‘‘ Measures were simultaneously taken 
to cut channels on either side of the main 
channel of the river so as to atop the rush 
of water on to the city, and embank- 
ments were thrown up to prote t the city 
wall, whereupon confidence began to be 
restored. ‘The requisite funds were being 
temporarily drawn from the provincial 
Treasury. On the subsidence of the water 
areport would be duly furnished of the ex- 
tent of the injury to the standing crops.” 

In view of the distance of the Memourialist 
from the sceue of this lamentable and 
uuexpected occurrence, he could ouly send 
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orders by express to the provincial Com- 
mittee to redonble their efforts to afford 
consolation to the people and to see to it 
that not a single aoul was driven from his 
place, prompt measures being taken at 
the same time to stp the new channel 
which the river had formed and to clear 
owt the old one into which the waters 
must positively be made to return Offi- 
cers were also rent to the various De- 
partments and Districts along the course 
of the river to ascertain whether any 
mishaps had occurred elsewhere requiring 
the application of charitable aid. 


September 1at.—(1) An-té (‘Be fai is given 
the rank of Deputy Lieutenant-G--neral and 
appointed Imperial Agent at Urga. 

(2) Chén Chao-chung, Acting Comman- 
der-in-chief of Kuangtung, having reported 
the death of one of his parents which 
avecessitates his retirement during the usual 
period of mourning, is given special per- 
mission to continue to hold his present 
acting appointment, 

September 2ud.—A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress :— 

Prince Li and his colleague having sub- 
mitted a Memorial respectfully requesting 
Us to adopt a further Title in order to give 
lustre to an important ceremonial event, 
we thereupon gave audience to the mem- 
bers of the Grand Council and informed 
them that in view of the many difticulties 
with which the present moment was 
beset, when both Ruler and Ministers were 
obliged to move with caution, it was not 
expedient to accede to the request for the 
adoption of a further Title. 

When the Kmperor heard the decision 
We had come to he plied Us with repeated 
entreaties, and the high Ministers afuresaid 
joined in a united request that We would 
follow the procedure laid down by bygone 
Emperors and conform to the popular wish. 

These requests are naturally dictated by 
the sincerest motives, but We bear in 
anind the fact that We have conducted the 
Regency during the past ten years and 
amore, ‘‘ being diligent therein from day to 
‘day,” with no other idea than that We 
aight respectfully identify Ourselves with 
the efforts of our ancestry who have knit 
this Empire together with such difficulty, 
aud iu the hope that We might secure the 
repose for the kingdbm at large which 
good Government alone can bring. We 
were anxious, diligent, vigilant and stern, 
hot venturing to indulge in the slightest 
repose, 

Lu consenting previously at the instance 
of Our Ministers to continue to direct the 
Governuient for several years after the 
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versonal assumption of authority by the 
Emperor, We were also actuated by a 
careful regard for the importaut interests of 
the State. Early aud late We silently prayed 
in the hope that Heaven wonld protect us 
and give pesce to the Empire. You, our 
Ministers, Metropolitan avd Provincial, 
high and low, must loyally asslat us with 
all your hearts that everything may be doue 
for the best and so second the earnest. 
hopes which we indulse. It is quite un- 
necessary to display your reverence and 
reyard by the offer of forms of distinction, 

The request of the Prince and Ministere 
aforesaid that we will adopt a further 
Title need not be considered. 

[Note.—Hui Hao, or Imperial Titles, are 
adopred in commemoration of important. 
events occurring during the regency of the 
mother of the Emperor, or as in the present 
instance, his aunt who stands inlocoparentis. 
The Kmpress Regent has five titles, each of 
which represents some important event 
that occurred during her regency, Thypa 
the title Tuan Yu was adopted on the 
marriage of the late Emperor and the title 
K‘ang L upon his assumption of authority. ] | 

September3rd.—A Decree :—No revision 
of the * Compilation of the Institutes of , 
the Ch‘ing Dynasty” having been made — 
since the 23rd year of the Reign Chia’ 
Ch‘ing (1819), sanction was given by Im- 
perial Decree in the year 1873 to the 
aduption of the proposal of the Grand 
Secretariat and other departments, that the 
different Yaméus should, as a preliminary 
measure, go through their archives. and 
made successive compilations[of the changes 
therein recorded] within a given time, 

In cousequence of failure to complete 
these compilations, further instructions - 
were issued three years ago to the heads of , 
the various departments concerned, order- 
ing them to call upon their Secretaries to 
meke the necessary collections with all. 
care. 

A further period of several years has 
now elapsed, and as these compilations 
should now be all completed, the time has 
arrived for the establishment of a burean 
for the gathering thereof into one collec- 
tion, and so duly finishing the work, 

Let all the additional institutions and 
observances ordained since the 18th year of 
Chia Ch‘ing, together with the statutes of 
the different yaméus as revised or altared 
since that date, be gathered into one com. 
pilation which will be issued to the publie 
in the capital and provinces. : 

The Grand Secretaries and nine Chief 
Ministries of State will consider and de- 
termine regulations with regard to the 
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establishmout of a bureau for the purpose, 
aud will report to the Throne after due 
consultation, 

September 4th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of an application from 
the Governors of the Metropolitan Prefec- 
ture applying for a grant of tribute rice for 
distribution amongst the sufferers by floods 
in the. T‘ung Chow Sub-prefecture aud 
other places. 

O:ders have already been given for the 
appropriation of a portion of the Kiangsu 
‘tribute rice forwarded by the Grand Canal 
iu aid of the distreas which has been caused 
by inundations in portions of of Chihli 
and the Metropolitan prefecture, and the 
perusal of the Memorial now presented by 
the Governors of the Metropolitan pre- 
feoture has filled His Majesty with feelings 
of profound compassion. In compliance 
with their request, 50,000 piculs of the 
tribute rice now at T‘ung Chow are to be 
granted for the relief of the suffering 
districts, 

Her Majesty the Empress, being appre- 
hensive lest this graut should still be in- 
sufficient, has commanded the Board of 
Revenue to appropriate the sum of Tle. 
20,000 due this autumn to the Palace as 
au additional grant in aid. 

(2) Fan Kung-hsii (BEA BA), is appointed 
Janior Deputy Supervise: r uf Instruction, 

(3) A Memorial from the Goveruor- 
General of the Hu Kuang Provinces and 
the Governor of Hupeh, requesting that a 
certain officer of the Guards called Huang 
Chao-chin, who has retired into mourning 
athis native place, may be cashiered aud 
Placed on hie trial for a number of criminal 
acts of which he was accused and of the 
druth of which there is prima facie evidence. 
Oortain persons have come forward and 
deposed that the officer.in questing deputed 
agents to rob a boat of money and grain, 
whereby one of the occupants of the boat 
was killed. That he then forced the rela- 
tives of the deceased by means of threats 
to bury the body by stealth and to conceal 
the homicide from the authorities. Fur- 
ther, that he opened a wine tavern, busied 
himself in fostering and managing lawsuits, 
gathered persons for gambling purpvuses, 
aud defrauded them of their money, tratfic- 
ked in human beings, and, finally seduced 
oe women and kept them as his concu- 

iter, 

R quest granted by Rescript. 

(4) A similar application is made by the 

overuor Geueral at Foochow. 

The widow of an official called Yao pre- 
tented a petition to the authorities char- 
ging one Hu Yiiwn-ping, an expectant Salt 
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Controller at Foochow, with having taken 
advantage of this facilities #fforded him 
while making arrangementa for the obse- 
quies of her late husband, of whom 
he was an intimate friend, to defraud 
her of certain monies bequeathed to 
her by her husband. These monies 
were lodged elsewhere by her husband’s 
concubine, and when the petitioner came 
to Foochow to look after the estate, Hu 
Yuan-ping induced the concubine to run 
away and hide herself. Hu Yuan-ping 
then informed the petitioner that her late 
husband had commissioned him, Hu, to 
berrow money for him, and that the’ rea- 
son the concubine had run away was 
because the petitioner would not allow her 
to remain in the house, but that he had 
nothing to do with her absconding, nor 
had he defrauded the petitioner of any 
money, 


As the charges brought against Hu 
Yuan-ping are serious accusations to make 
against a man in his position, it is requested 
that he may be cashiered with a view to 
being placed on his trial.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
trausmission of the third instalment of the 
Tis, 120,000 which that province is called 
upon to contribute to Peking this year out. 
of ita lekin revenue. 

September 5th.—(1) The Grand Secre- 
tary Yéu Ching-ming, who has applied for 
permission to vacate his oftices on the 
ground of continued ill-health, has been: 
granted a further relief from duty of one 
month, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging with feelings 
of profound sympathy the receipt of » 
report from the Governor-General of Chihli. 
aunouncing the occurrence of flvods ia 
various part of the province in consequence: 
of the heavy rain whieh fell in Auguat. 


Breaches have occurred in the embank- 
ments of the Grand Canal and other rivers, 
with the result that large tracts have been 
submerged in Hsiang-ho Hsien, Wu-ch‘ing 
Haien, ‘Tung Chow, aud the Tientsin Pre- 
fecture, as well as Lu-lung and other Dis- 
tricts in the Yung-p‘ing Prefecture. 

In addition to the grant of 60,000 piculs 
of tribute rice and the donation of Tis. 
20,000 given by Her Majesty, a further 
disbursement of Tls. 100,000 by the Chibli 
Treasury in the provision of relief for the 
sufferers is now sanctioned, to which Her 
Majesty has been pleased to add a donation 
of ‘I'ls. 20,000 from the funds due this 
autumn by the Board of Revenue to the 
Palace. 
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September 6th.—The only document of 
any interest in this day’s issue ie a Memorial 
from the Governor of Chékiang reporting 
the trial and punishment of two subordinate 
military officers and others for assault and 
attempted extortion from a Buddhist priest 
in the district town of Wu Hsien in that 
province under the following circumstances; 

The priest in question, who was au 
opium smoker findiug that his income from 
temple offerings was diminishing, dismissed 
an itinerant priest to whom he had hither- 
to given employment in his temple. This 
angered the itinerant priest who told a 
certain person called Huang that the tem- 
ple was much frequented by women, hoping 
thereby to get the priest into trouble. 

This was in February last, and a few 
days later the man Huang met one Yang 
Yii-yi, Lieutenant in the army, and Ch‘éu 
Hai-kuei, a military graduate, at atea shop 
to which aleo came three other men in the 
company of Huang. While Huang and Yang 
were chatting and sipping tea together, a 
certain woman called ‘T‘ung went into the 
temple toget an opium antidote prescription 
to administer to her son who was a con- 
firmed opium smoker. Seeing this woman 
entering the temple, Huang bethought 
him of what the itinerant priest had 
said and repeated the slander to Yang, 
whereupon the latter proposed that they 
should accuse the priest of having adulter- 
ous intercourse with the woman who had 
just gone into the temple, aud so extort 
money out of him, Huang consented, and 
the whole party went to the temple with 
the object of extorting money from the 
priest, 

Meanwhile the woman T‘ung was wait- 
ing for the priest in the visitor’s room, 
while the latter was finishing his opium 
pipe. There she was found by Yang and 
his friends, who seized her and dragged 
her into the priest’s room and accused 
them of having indulged in adulterous 
intercourse. The priest and the woman 
vehemently protested, whereupon Yang 
Yu-yi called upon his comrades to strip the 
priest and the woman of their clothes, and 
demanded $500 from the former which he 
refused to pay. Some passers-by, hearing 
sounds of altercation, came in to see what 
it was all about, whereupon Yang repeated 
his accusation of adulterous intercourse 
against the woman and the priest and said 
he would send them to the authorities. 
‘the new arrivals, knowing nothing of the 
circumstances, advised the priest to pay, but 
he persistently refused, so Yang ordered 
the man and woman to be bound together 
with cords, At this juucture the police 
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arrived upon the scene, and the parties 
were sent to the magistrate where Yang’s 
evidence was so faulty that application was 
made to the Board for his deprivation of 
rank and he was duly placed on his trial 
which resulted in a confession of the facts 
as above detailed. 

Yany Yu-yi has been banished to the 
Amoor province. Ch‘en Hai-kuei has been 
sentenced to banishment fur three years with 
a preliminary beating, and three others to 
receive eighty blows and be exposed for one 
month in the cangue. The man Huang 
has absconded. The priest has been dis- 
missed from the tample for smoking opium, 
The woman, although she is 50 years of 
age and went in quest of medicine for her 
son, had no business to go alone to the 
temple. She has been sent buck to her 
husband with a warning that he is to keep 
her in better order for the future. 


September 7th.—A Decree calling for a 
report from the high officer concerned in 
answer to a charge brought by some Cen- 
sors against Ming-an, a Captain General 
of the Guards’ Division. This officer is 
said to have made nominations to mivor 
appointments irrespective of the proficieney 
of the candidates in archery, which should 
be the test of merit. The result was a 
scene at the General’s office where certain 
agurieved parties came to dispute his no- 
minations, and upon being prevented from 
going in, they had a fight with the Lieut- 
enant and others who barred their way. 
The officers, four in number, who engaged 
in the fight are ordered to be sent to the 
Board of Punishments for interrogation 
and correction. 

(2) A Decree sentencing a number of 
officials to dismissal who have been denoun- 
eed for greed, idleness or neglect to report 
cases of violence that have occurred in 
their jurisdictions. 

(2) Tséng-jun, Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Canton, reports that he assumed 
office on the 26th of July. 

(3) The Acting Governor-General of Sze- 
chuen reports that a reduction has been 
made, in accordance with orders, of ten per 
cent of the standing army of Szechuen. 

The army of Szechuen is fixed by Sta- 
tute at 33,081 men, of whom 3,467 
are cavalry, 11,800 are combatant troops 
(48 Fe) and 17 »814are on the defensive list. 


( SFR). A reduction, of ten per cent ineach 
branch gives the following numbers :— 


Present strength, 
Cavalry .......ccce 3,467 
Reduction ........ . 847 3,120 
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Fighting troops...11,800 





Reduction ......... 1,180 10,620 
” Garrison troops ..17,814 
Reduction .......... 1,782 16,032 








Present strength of army 29,772 

These reductions were effected in the 
spring of last year, but a delay has occurred 
in reporting them to the Throne in conse- 
uence of the illness and subsequent death 
of the late Governor-General. 

"(4) In a long Memorial applying for an 
extra grant for the boatmen employed iu 
conyeying tribute rice from ‘lientsin to 
Peking, the Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang protests against the decision come to 
by the Board in answer to an earlier appeal 
made by him on behalf of the boatmen. 
. The allowance granted to each boat used 
to be Tls. 15, but of this only half was 
paid, and the deduction led to so much 
. thieving of the cargo, inasmuch as the 
allowance was insufficient to support the 
boatmen and their families, that the 
Memorialist requested that an extra grant 
of T's. 6, commencing with the present 
year, might be allowed the boatmen from 
the funds provided for the transport of 
Kisngeu and Chékiang rice. 

The requested was granted by Imperial 
Decree, but the Board objected on the 
ground that the men had already been 
very well treated, receiving, as they did, 
the following allowances :— e 

8. 


Grant during winter while river is 

closed 
Aunual allowance for oiling and 

CAULK ..cccccccsccrscrccescescees 5 
Allowance every three years for 

TOPICS ....ccrcecccrecssereesceeeeecs 20 
For every 100 piculs of rice carried, Tis. 
8.4 and one picul and 15 pints of rice. 
This last allowance was raised some years 
ago by Tis. 5 per hundred piculs. 

In combating the decision of the Board 
the Memorialist admits that the allowances 
quoted by them when viewed intheaggregate 
do appear to be large, but he maintains 
that when the items are broken up they 
become very limited. 

Thus, the boats were originally supposed 
to laat ten years, but the term has now 
been extended to fifteen years with the 
tame grant for repairs which is, as a matter 
of fact, insufficient to keep them in proper 
order for the whole period and the deficit 
has to be made up by the men themselves. 

The money which the boatmen therefore 
totually obtain for their own use is the 
Yearly grant fur the wiuter months, the 
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freight on the rice, aud the percentage of 
food allowance on the rice carried. 

The winter allowance, though nominally 
Tis, 15, has been reduced to one half, and 
the boatmen are not only required to load 
and discharge their own cargoes but also 
to bear half the loss on short deliveries at 
T‘ungchow. Short delivery is unavoidable 
in consequence, firstly, of the necessity for 
drying and airing the rice on arrival at 
T‘ungchow, as it suffers from damp and. 
mildew during stowage on board the boats; 
secondly, from thefts committcd by the poor 
people at ‘I'‘ung Chow, while all payments 
for matting, millet stalks to line the hold, 
tracking, loading, discharging, porterage, 
and miscellaneous items have to be borne by 
the boatmen, so that the grant for freight 
is, as a matter of fact, insufficient, even with 
the additional Tls. 5 allowed some years ago. 
The boats make three trips a year, and 
their earnings, after deducting expenditure, 
do not amount to more than ten taels or so 
per boat, with a crew of seven or eight 
men who have to support themselves out 
of these net earnings. 

In view of these circumstances the Me- 
morialist has contrived during the laat 
two years to supplement the earnings of 
the boatmen, with the result that theft 
has decreased, but unless this grant is 
continued the old abuses will certainly be 
revived. The Superintendent of the Im- 
perial Granaries at T‘ung Chow and the 
Grain Iutendants of Kiangsu and Chékiang 
have been consulted on the subject and 
agree with the views expressed by the 
Memorialist, who has now the honour to . 
repeat his application for an additional 
grant of ‘I'ls. 5 to each boat, 

Request granted by Rescript. : 

September 8th.—A Sub-memorial from 
the Governor-General at Nanking. 

Shao Yu-lien, ‘T'aotai at Shanghai, having 
been appointed Judicial Commissioner of 
Honan, it will be his duty upon receipt of 
his despatch from the Board to return 
formal thanks for the Heavenly bounty 
and to apply for an audience of His 
Majesty. 

‘he Taotai aforesaid, has however, re- 
presented to the Memorialist that he has 
not been to his native place for twenty 
years, and that the family cemetery has 
long been without sacrificial observances 
or the customary cleaning, while the tombs 
of his anccstors require repairs. As he 
will be further off than ever when he enters 
upon his new post, and it will accordingly 
be more difficult to get home, he proposes 
to take advautage of the present moment to 
apply for leave for the purpose of returning 








thither, in order to visit the graves of his 
ancestors and thus, in a small degree, satisfy 
the desires which may be likened to the 
affection of a parent bird for its nest and i:s 
young. 

The Memorialist supports the applica- 
tion, and says that the ‘laotai aforesaid has 
spent many years of service in Peking, and 
has served as well in the provinces, being 
constantly on the move. 

He has at all times given prominent im- 
portance to his official duties and has not 
ventured to give his mind to domestic and 
private affairs. It would not take him many 
days to go to his native place and repair the 
family tombs, while awaiting the receipt of 
the Board’s despatch, for Shanghai is very 
near to his home in Chékiang. By now being 
afforded the opportunity of giving scope to 
his filial desires, he will be enabled here- 
after to devote his whole attention to the 
performance of his official duties. Although 
the question is one involving private feel- 
ings of -filial devotion, there is nothing in 
the satisfaction of them that militate against 
the public duty and | atriotism owed by a 
servant of His Majesty. The memorialirt 
has accordingly the honour to request that 
His Majesty will be pleased to gr:nt two 
months’ leave to Shao Yu-lien.—Request 
granted by Rescript. . 


September 9th.—(1) A-k‘o-ta-ch‘un (fpf 


BS BY), is appointed Financial Commis- 
sioner of Anhui, and Chang Yo-nien (fe 
Gs), Tao-tai in Shensi, Judicial Com- 
missioner of the same province, 

(2) Sung-chiin, recently appointed Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsu, reports bis arrival at 
Soochow and the assumption of his duties 
upon the I1th of August. 


September 10th.—The only document of 
interest in this day’s issue is a Memorial 
from Prince Li and the other Members of 
the Grand Council praying Her Majesty 
the Empress to adopt au additional title in 
commemoration of the personal assumption 
of Government by the Emperor. 

The document is drawn up in the most 
ornate phraseology, and is so full of quota- 
tions that even an ad literam translation 
would be incomprehensible to the European 
reader unassisted by the aid of copious 
notes. The general purport of the prayer 
is, however, to the following effect : 

After quoting in full the several decrees 
that have appeared on the subject of 
the Emperor’s accession to personal 
power, the Memorialists go on to ob- 
serve that the system of the adoption 
of honorary titles by the mother of the 
Emperor was inaugurated in the Chou 
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Dynasty, when the mother of Wén Wang 
and grandmother of Wu. Wang asstimed 
the title of Sst Chai (Bo), see Legge’s 
Classics, Vol. LV. Pt. n, p, 446), while in 
the Odes of the Sung ‘tlie title Pi-Aao was: 
assuined by the mother of the Emperor 


°(? Jéu Tsung), How much more appro- 


priate would be the adoption of a similar 
title by Ller Majesty who, unlike the two 
instances quoted, has directed the Govern. 
ment in person with a success too brilliant. 
for description? Upon the accession of 
the present Emperor, Her Majesty asserted 
to the prayer of her Ministers that she 
would assume the Regency, thereoy bring- 
ing upon herself the constant anxiety 
and thought attendant upon the mianage- 
ment of the multitudinous and complicated 
affairs of State with which she had to deal. 
She further selected guardians aud pre- 
ceptors for His Majesty aud summoned 
Princes aud high Ministers of worth to assist 
in the Councils of the State, whereby quiet 
has been secured at home and order pie- 
served amongst the barbarians beyoud the 
frontier, the people thus rejoicing in the 
blessings of peace and all places joining in 
homage to the Suzerain Power, The Em- 
peror having reached a fitting age and his 
education having sufficiently advanced, 
the order has been passed for a return 
next year to the constitutional form of 
government, Like King Wén of old, the 
Emperor is ditfident of his powers and 
‘looks towards the right path as if he 
could not see it,” while Her Majesty 
pursues the wise course of the Emperor 
Shun, who “ loved to question others and 
to study their words though they might 
be shaliow, ‘concealing what was bad and 
displaying what was good, taking hold vf 
the two: extremes: and: employirig the 
Mean in the Government of the people.” 
From this time forward the continuous pro- 
sperity of the emyire is secured, and it is 
meet that.the respect for Her Majesty’s. 
personal attributes should be redoubled and 
manifested by the addition of a -further 
Title after her name. The Memorial con- 
cludes with the following list of precedents 
for the adoption of the Title suggested. 

The adoption of a Title by Her Majesty. 

1. Upon the accession of the emperor 
known as TSung Chih. 

2. ‘The adoption of a Title by the mother 
of the emperor known as Shun Chih. 

3. The adoption ofa Title by the mother 
of the emperor known as K‘ang Hai. 

For Decree see Gaze'te of 2ud September. 

September 11th.—Ma Hesiang-ju (Ba 
HM) is appointed Taotai of the Yiu, Sui 
Circuit in Shensi, . 





Sur. 1114.) 


(4) The Ohief. and. Assistant Custodian 
of the. Palace at Jeh-ho report that the 
roofs.of. the various buildings leaked con- 
siderably during the heavy rains of the 
19th and 27th of July which have been 
earlier reported, the walls of some of the 
duildings having also fallen down. 

The leakaye this yearis much worse than 
asual owing to the state of disrepair into 
which the, buildings have fallen, but of 
‘course the Memorinlists could not venture 
to make an abrupt appeal for money for 
repairs when fuuds are so short as at 
present. 


(2) In a subsequent Memorial the Lieu- 
tenaut-Governor of Jeh-ho describes the 
‘damage done by a three days fall of rain 
in that district, which ended on the 16th 
of August, All the rivers appear to have 
‘overflowed their banks and the water to 
have concentrated upon the town of Jeh- 
tho, where the streets were full of water 
which penetrated more than half the 
houses. There was more than four feet 
of water in the Moemorialist’s Yamén, 
which lies low, as well as in other public 
offices in the same locality, while the 
sountry for miles round che eastern wall 
o€ the Palace had been turned into a sea 
of water, from whence the inhabitants had 
been driven to seek refuge on the higher 
ground, 


Steps were promptly taken to see to the 
wantg of the sufferers, the Memorialist 
going in person to the tample of the God 
of War to offer up earnest prayers for 
‘deliverance, and as soon as the rain began 
to abate, orders were given for the inspec- 
tion of the houses of the troops, the greater 
half of which were found to have tallen 
down, 

The accident was due to the fact that, in 
Cousaquence of a lack uf funds, only partial 
repaira were able to be made to the embank- 
mentg of the rivers which had earlier been 
broken and the beds of which also required 
Gearing, while the work on the embauk- 
menta that had been patched was not yet 
properly dry.. 

The damage done to shops and Chinese 
residences has been slight, but the Manchu 
troops have suffered considerably, and steps 
will have to be tuken to afford them more 
satiafauctory accommodation than the tem- 
porary lodgment which has been at present 
fonnd for them, 

The Memorialist will devote his auti-ex- 
tortion allowance to a preliminary issue of 
relief to the sufferers, and he will submit 
Qdetniled statement of the general extent 
of the havoc wrought and of tne repairs re- 
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quired when the reports from his subordi- 
nates have all come in. 

September 12th.—(1) Wéu Chung-han, 
Judge of Hupeh and late ‘Taotai at Wéu- 
chow, is allowed to retire on the ground of 
ill health, 

(2) The whole of this day’s issue and a 
portion of that of the 13th are oceupied with 
a Meworial from the Governor-General at 
Canton, reporting the result uf an investi- 
gstisn into certain charges of extortion 
brought against an acting District Magis- 
trate called Wang Hsii-hsien, the details of 
which are devoid of interest, 

Of the various charges brought against 
the Acting Magistrate only two have been 
substantiated ; one, that he levied fines from 
certain individuals, amounting in all to 
Tis. 1,330, for delay in paying their grain 
tax, which fines he illegally devoted to 
the repair of his Yamén, ‘I'wo, that when 
visiting the house of a man in his jurisdic- 
tion, to make him pay up arrears of taxa- 
tion, he smashed a flower vase and sume 
plates valued at ‘I'ls. U.5. 

For the above offences he has been con- 
demned to receive 100 blows aud to be 
banished for three years, under the law 
providing that penalty for the offence of 
levying fines without superior authority and 
appropriating the same to publie uses. The 
offence having been committed previous to 
the Act of Grace of last year, he is entitled 
to the remission of the sentence of baniah- 
ment and is at liberty to commute the 
penalty of 100 blows by a money payment, 

September 13th.—T'he Court Circular 
announces that Chao Yu-ch‘én, Director 
of the Court of Revision has presented bia 
testamentary Memorial, 

(2) The following appointments and 
transfers are announced :— 


Fu jun (Rif) to be Judge of Hupeh, 

Ch ‘éng hain (eZ) to be Tao-tai of the 
Ta, Shun, Kuang Circuit, Chihli, 

To-lo-lun (S¥/$Z§) to be Grain Intend- 
ant of Shantung (sev Gazette of Aug. 26th.) 

(3) Ni Wén-wei, late Governor of Kuang- 
tung, reports that he handed over the seals 
of his Office to the Governor-General on 
the 22nd of July, and that he hopes, now 
that his mind is freed from the cares aud 
labour of official duty, to be able to make 
@ speedy recovery aud to present himself 
thereupon at Peking. 

September 14th.—(1) P‘an Chiin-yu is 
appointed Salt Controller of Shantung, 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Foochow reporting the transfer 
of the new cash mint, for the establishment 
of which sanction was obtained last year, 
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from the Dockyard and Ship-building 
department at Payoda Anchorage to the 
Arsenal at Foochow, . 

Some time since the permission of the 
Throne was solicited for the construction 
of furnaces at the ship-building yards for 
the casting of a government cash currency. 
The supply of cash having run short 
and the old cash foundry having fallen 
into disuse, it was thought that labour 
might be saved by making use of the 
existing machinery at the dockyard, and 
that destruction of the coins might be 
prevented by lowering the standard weight. 

In due course a reply was received from 
the Board of Revenue consenting to the 
appropriation of ‘I'ls. 20,000 or ‘I'ls. 30,000 
from the defence fund to serve as an initial 
capital, and they sanctioned the purchase 
of copper and lead and payments for 
freight, etc., upon the scale laid down by 
statute. They stated, however, that they 
cousidered .085 of an ounce, the proposed 
weight of the new cash, too light, and they 
called for the same weight as that given 
to the cash cast in the Peking mint in 
the year 1853. They added that the pro- 
posed meltage discount on the lead and 
copper was not in accord with the statutory 
allowance, and they wished some satisfac- 
tory understanding to be come to with 
reference to the issue of the cash in part 
payment of salaries and its acceptance in 
a similar manner for payment of dues and 
duties. 

As there is a considerable pressure of 
work just now at the Naval Yard, the 
officers attached to which cannot spare 
the time to attend to other matters in ad- 
dition to their own duties, and, moreover, 
there are no empty premises on the esta- 
blishment, it has been decided by the 
Fivancial Commissioner, in consultation 
with the Board of Reorganisation and the 
Grain Taotai to whom the Memorialist is 
indebted for this report, to place the new 
foundry ina spare corner of the Arsenal 
in the city of Foochow. The officer in 
charge of this Arsenal, an expectant Pre- 
fect by name Cuang Mien, is a zealous and 
conscientious official who is accustomed to 
overseeing work. The Prefect of Foochow 
was accordingly instructed to consider ar- 
rangements with Chang Mien, and an 
advance of Tis. 20,000 was made to 
them from the defence fund. They 
reported in due course that they had 
repaired the empty buildings in the 
Arsenal which were referred to above, 
adding several more buildings, in which 
five sets of furnaces were erected. each 
furnace containing five fires. Workmen 
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have been engaged, moulds prepared, 
and copper and lead purchased, additional 
officers being attached to the department 
for the superintendence of the work, which 
was commenced with an experimental 
essay on the 5th of July last. 

It had to be pointed out, however, that 
the Board of Revenue had decided that 
the cash should be one mace, or a tenth of 
an ounce, in weight in order to put a stop 
to frandulent coinage. 

Now the individuals who indulge in these 
malpractices do so for the sake of the profit 
they can make, and as the cash weighing 
.085 of an ounce which is now being turned 
out will only just pay for material and 
labour, not only will it not pay to forge 
the cash, but there is nothing to be made 
out of making asimilarcoin. If, however, 
the weight be raised to a tenth of an ounce, 
there will be a considerable loss on the 
manufacture, while the weight would be 
such a temptation to the class above referred 
to, that the coins will be melted down as fast 
as they are turned out, and the result will 
be that in a few years hence there will be 
as great a dearth of cash as ever. Per- 
mission is accordingly solicited to adhere 
to the weight of .085 of au ounce originally 
determined upou. 

With regard to the meltage discount en 
copper and lead, the statutory allowance 
is 9 per cent on a mixture of 54 catties of 
Yiinnan copper aud 46 catties of lead. 
The proposed discount of 15 per cent is, 
admittedly, higher, but the mixture eon- 
sists of equal parts of copper and lead, and 
Japanese copper melts more te waste 
than Yiinnan copper. 

With regard to the allowance for labour 
and fuel, this is based upon the regulation 
scale of Tls, 3.22.7 for every 150 catties 
of clean copper and lead. 170 catties of 
the cash now to be cast will require 6,400 
cash as payment for labour and fuel, and 
the weight of the copper and lead being 
above the standard scale, the allowances 
for fuel and labour can easily be adjusted 
accordingly. ‘I'he price of labour and of 
charcoal is higher than it used to be, but 
the excess when values are computed in 
silver, is limited in amount, 

As regards the expenditure of the new: 
department, it was earlier fixed at Tis. 
200 a month, but this was when it 
was contemplated that the Naval Yard 
would undertake the work in addition to 
its other functions. Had the superinten- 
dents of the yard been able to supe intend 
the work, no extra payments would have 


had to be made for wages and so forth, 


but now that the work cannot be under- 


: 
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taken by the naval yard, and the arsenal 
ia to cast the cash, the cost for erecting 
furnaces construction of moulds, wages of 
superintendents, etc., cannot be met by the 
sum of Tis. 200 a month which was the 
original estimate, but as the payments will 
not be made from the original capital fund 
end will not be a charge upon the regular 
accounts, permission has to be re .uested 
for the extra disbursement required. 

The standard rate at which cash used to 
issued in part payment of troops, etc., was 
1,000 cash per tael. At the time this stan- 
dard was fixed the tael was not worth so 
much as 1,000 cash, so that the rate was 
glady accepted by everyone, but in the 
year 1819, when the value of the tael had 
tisen to 1,300 cash odd, cxsh payments 
were-suspended by Imperial sanction. 

The present value of the txel is still 
higher than in early years, and if the cash 
be issued at the present rate dissatisfaction 
will probably be manifested. ‘axes and 
the like payments have hitherto been 
claimed in silver, and in view of the diffi- 
culty of remitting cash from Fubkien, the 
casn paid for fractional items of taxation 
have been changed into silver when remitted 
to the provincial capital. There is the same 
dearth of ‘cash in the various prefectures of 

_ Fukhien as at Foochow itself. The fluctu- 
ating nature of the cash supplies at the 
yarious places would militate against insis- 
tance upon the acceptance of cash in pay- 
ment of duties, and of the remittance of 
cash to Foochow. The original intention 
for which the cash were to be cast was to put 
right the condition of things caused by the 
high price of silver and the scarcity of cash, 
and permission has accordingly again to be 
requested for the issue of the new coin to the 
money shops to be exchanged by them for 
silver at the current rates of the day, that 
the capital invested by the Government 
in their manufacture may be recovered, 
When the price of silver has reached its 
level and there is an ample supply of cash 
in circulation, rules will be considered for 
the issue and receipt thereof in part pay- 
ment of salaries and custums duties, etc. 

Steps will be taken by the local author- 
ities to put a stop to illicit coining of cash 
as well as the destruction of the coin, the 
circulation of illicit cash being at the same 
time strictly prohibited. 

Rescript; Let the Board concerned 
take cognisance, 7 

September 15th.—The Governor General 
at Canton solicits His Majesty’s sanction 
for the bestowal of marks of approbation 
upon a Chinese subject who has purchased 
the rank of ‘Taotai, tur his zeal aud patrio- 
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tism in collecting subscriptions abroad for 
the maritime defence of Kuangtung. 

It would appear from the report of the 
Financial Commissioner that Chéu S-t- 
w6n, the officer in question, who is a native 
of Tséng-ch éng Haien in Kuangtung, has 
sent from the port of Pei-li (#ARy Mp 
? Brisbane) in foreign parts the sum of 
$23,051 which he has cvilected there by 
subscription, He states that $1,500 of 
this amount have been contributed by him 
at the direction of his mother, that $1,551 
were contributed by Cantonese merchants 
in small sums, and that the balance of 
$20,000 is his own contribution, The 
Financial Commissioner commends the 
patriotism which leads this officer and his 
feilow countrymen to remember the land 
of their home when so far away, and he 
requests that application may be made tuo 
His Majesty for the bestowal of marks 
of approbation upon the Mother of 
Ch‘éu Ssi-wénu, upon Ch‘én Ssii-wén 
himself, and upon the Cantonese * er- 
chants at the above named port who 
have contributed to the fund. Ch‘én S+ir- 
wén, the Commissioner adds, purch+sed 
the rank of ‘Laotai with four commutative 
steps of rank four years ago at Foochow in 
connection with the payment of contribu- 
tions ov tea and opium. He also obtained 
a patent of rauk of the second grade for 
his grandparents and his own wife. 

The Memorialist recommends that in 
accordance with rule, the mother of Ch‘éu 
Ssti-wén should be allowed to erect an 
honorary portal to herself in her native 
place, and that a tablet with the words 
*‘Zealous in the public good and a 
lover of patriotic deeds” should be given 
her ; also that au Imperial Tablet should 
be given to the Chinese Guild at Pei-li to 
be reverently suspended by the members 
above the image of their patron deity, the 
God of War. 

It is requested that the Board may be 
called upon to determine the form of 
reward by which the contribution of Ch‘én 
Ssti-wéu himself should be ackuowledged. 
—Kequest granted by Rescript. 

September 16th.—Ch‘én Ch‘ing-yiin 
(PRI) is appointed Secretary of the 
Supe: visorate of Instruction, 

September 17th.—The whole of this day’s 
Quzette is filled with reports of the disasver 
wrought in different portions of the pro- 
vince of Chihli by the heavy rains of 
August. 

The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
reminds His Majesty that in reporting 
upon the 7th of August, the effects of the 
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heavy rains in July upon the rivers and 
the low-lying lands of the prefectures of 
Tientsin, Pao-ting and Ho-chien and the 
Sub-prefecture of Chi-chou and other parts 
of the province, he yave it as his opinion that 
a repetition of the rains which had already 
worked such ‘havoc would be attended 
with consequences, the gravity of which he 
could not venture to contemplate. The 
contingency which was dreaded came to 
pass, and heavy rain fell day and night on 
the 15th of August and again on the 22nd, 
swelling all the rivers to such an extent, 
that they could not carry off the volume of 
water poured into them, which accordingly 
spread itself over the low-lying ground, 
flooding even some of the higher lands. 
The grand canal burst its banks and flooded 
the reyion of Hsiang-ho Hsien and Wa- 
ching Hsien; anaffluent of the Peiho, known 
as the Ch‘ao-pai Ho, also burst in in several 
places in the ‘I‘ung-chow Sub-prefecture, 
flooding an area extending over that Sub- 
prefecture, Hsiang-ho Hsieuw, Ning-ho 
Hsien and Pao-ti Hsien. So with the 
Chu-lunug river, which burst its banks in 
various places in the Districts of Li and 
Kao-yang, the waters from which flowed 
into An Chou and carried away the embank- 
ments there, numbers of villages in the 
vicinity of them being flooded to a depth 
of several feet. Tientsin, which is the 
point of concentration for nine rivers, is 
under water on all sides fur over a hundred 
li, over which area all the crops have been 
destroyed and the houses have tumbled 
down, In Yung-p‘ing Fu, too, and other 
places along the river which flows from Jé- 
hoh past Lu-lung Hsien, Ch‘ang-li Hsien. 
Cho Ch‘ow and Lo-ting Hsien into the sea, 
similar floods have occurred. The town 
of Yang-ping was flooded to a depth of 
several feet in some places and over ten 
feet in others, with immense damage to 
buildings generally, while such was the 
strength of the flood that, in the places it 
it encountered in its progress, nearly every- 
thing was swept away. Rescue parties 
were organised in different places which 
went about picking the people up or sup- 
plying them with grain, and not a few lives 
were saved thereby, though mishaps were 
unavoidable in the more unfrequented 
parts, and full det-ils have not yet come 
to hand, From the Ch‘ien-an, Ch‘ang-li, 
Lo-t'iny and Fu-ning Districts reports have 
hot yet come in, as communications are 
interrupted on the Eastern roads. ‘The 
extent of the floods this year is declared 
by the people to be quite abnormal, 
and the area affected is so wide that the 
suffering is specially heavy. Agen's have 
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been sent in every direction to ascertain 
the extent of the damage and to rescue the 
sufferers where necessary, seeing that sup- 
plies of silver and rice are promptly sent 
forward, where the distress is urgent, 
for distribution from house to house. It 
was impossible to do anything to. repai¥ 
the numerous breaches in the embankments 
when the water was at its height, asthe 
materials could not be at once got together, 
but now that it has somewhat subsided, 
measures will be at once taken to repair 
them, the recipients of relief being em- 
ployed for the purpose, in the hope that 
the land may thus be drained in time 
for the next spring sowing. The breaches 
which are of chief importance are those in 
the Ch‘ao-pai river and at the outlets of 
the Pei-ho river, while the work at P‘ing- 
chia T'ung will be on a specially large 
seale. The Taotai at T‘ung Chow and 
an expectant Prefect have been deputed 
to survey these breaches and prepare 
estimates of the cost of repairing them, 
other officers being similarly told off to 
inspect the breaches at the places known as 
Chuan Ch‘ang (the brickyards) and Huo- 
shao Tun, etc., etc., etc, 

The Memorial concludes with an an- 
nonncement that T's. 100,000 have been 
appropriated from the provincial treasury 
for the immediate relief of the sufferers, 
whose wants, especially in the eastern dis- 
tricts of the metropolitan prefecture, are 
too large to be met by the earlier grants of 
money and rice sanctioned by His Majesty. 

For decree see Guzettes of Sept. 4th and 
5th. 

(2) A similar story is told by the Gov- 
ernor of Peking with reference to Tung 
Chow, San-ho, Cho Chow and Pao-ti, and 
application is made for a grant of 50,000 
piculs of tribute rice for distribution 
amongst the sufferers. 

(3) The Governor General Li Hung- 
chang reports that he has found it neces- 
sary to issue ‘I'ls. 43,200 to the Taotai of 
the Ta, Shun, Kuang Circuit for urgent 
repairs to the embankments of the Yellow 
River in the Tung-ming District, 

September 18th.— (1) ‘he Governor-Ge- 
neral solicits the bestuwal of rewards upon 
several military officers who were recently 
successful in effecting the capture last year 
of one Yuan Heaien, a prominent Annamese 
pirate, who had leagued himself with Chi- 
nese pirates in Ch‘in Chou and Wa-ch‘uan 
and had committed numerous acts of 
pillage off the coast of Yai Chou, Tan 
Chou, and Kan-éu Hsien iu the K ‘iung- 
chou prefecture of Hainan. The vessels 
which were sent against the pirates met 
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with: a desperate resistance, but the fight 
fiually resulted in the capture alive of the 
aforesaid Yuan Haien and fifteen others, 
over a hundred pirates being killed and 
five junks sunk, while thirteen persous who 
had been kidnapped by them were rescued. 
Six soldiers were killed in the encounter 
and- thirty-two were wounded. 

. (2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports the payment by Liu Ao, late Tao- 
tai of Formosa, now under sentence of 
death for embezzlement, of certain monies 
which were ordered to be recovered from 
him. Liu Ao has presented a petition 
setting forth that the monies which he was 
earlier called upon to refund consisted of 


the following items :— Tis, 
Pay drawn for soldiers that did not 
Oxist .....000. abaveisssesdsesecsscevecese 654 
Money deducted by him from camp 
followers’ allowances ........0scee06 4,532 





Steamer charges ........cccercsseeeee 10,063 





Total...... 26,249 





Of the above, Tls. 13,388 has been met by 
the sale of his effecis and property in his 
native place, his property at his official re- 
aidence having realised ‘[ls. 1,340, a further 
sum of Tis, 10,000 being paid for him by the 
gentry and people of ‘I'‘ai-chow. This left 
& balance unprovided for of Tls, 1,526, 
which he had now succeeded in borrowing 
from hia relatives and friends, and begged 
permission to pay in, in full satisfaction of 
the sums he was called upon to refund. 

The Memorialist observes hereupon that 
Liu Ao has thus refunded the monies he 
‘was called upun to disyorge within the 
limit of twelve months which was assigned 
him, and he begs tw report that the portion 
of the payments made in Foochow is now 
going forward by the hand of an officer 
who is travelling to Peking with Govern- 
ment remittances. He has to add that Liu 
Ao has given a bond for the payment by 
the 7th moon of certain further items de- 
manded of him by the Board on other and 
separate counts, and as soon as this money 
has been paid he will start for Peking. 

(8) The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
sud Kueichow reports that, in consequence 
of delays in the arrival of the subsidies due 
to Yiiunan from other provinces, he was 
obliged, in the beginning of 1885, to anti- 
Cipate his remittances by a furced loan 
from three banking establishments of ‘I'ls. 
400,000 on the following terms, viz: that 
the money was to be paid by them at the 
ordinary rate current at Yiiunan Fu, pro- 
Missory notes being issued fur the amount, 
which was to be redeemed from the remit- 
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tances due, repayments bei g made in taels 
of Treasury weight which are ‘Ils. 3.6 per 
cent higher than the ordinary market rate, 
representing interest at 6 li per tael per 
month for six months (? 7.2 per cent per 
annum) it being understuod that at the 
end of the half year further interest would 
be given. The anticipated remittances, 
however, did not arrive either at the pro- 
per date or in the full amounts, with the 
result that more than a year has elapsed 
without the lenders obtaining repayment 
of their advances. There is, consequently, 
a large amount of interest to be made up 
over and above the Tls. 3.6 per cent, differ- 
ence between tne touch of payment and 
refund, which represented six months in- 
terest. It is now proposed to make the 
lenders pay up the difference of Tls. 3.6 
upon their advances, which will then have 
been made in Treasury touch, and to pay 
them interest at 6 li per tael per month 
from the date of their advances to the date 
of repayment, upon arrival of the remit- 
tances due. It is requested that a Decree 
may be issued ordering the provinces con- 
cerned to forward their contributions with- 
out delay. Rescriptjissued accordingly. 

September 19th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Acting Director of the Foochow Arsenal 
reporting the result of the “ sea trial ” of 
the fast cruiser Ching Ch‘ing (Se HF) lately 
completed at that Arsenal. 

Ou the 17th January last the Memorialist 
reported the launching of No. 2 fast cruiser 
Ching Ch‘ing, submitting at the same time 
a statement of her dimensions and speed, 
and adding that he purposed fitting the 
vessel with lighting apparatus worked by 


wind (P35 Fel #M) fish torpedoes and 
Gatling guus, changing the masts for steel 
ones, substituting other guna, etc. He 
applied at the same time for permission to 
submit the names of a selected few of the 
ofticers and others engaged in the construc- 
tion of the vessel to His Mo»jesty for the 
bestowal of rewards upon them. 

He was commanded in reply to wait until 
the vessel had undergone her trial trip at 
sea when, if she steamed well and no detects 
were discovered, he might recommend the 
most deserving officers for the bestowal of 
rewards. 

Upon receipt of the above commands the 
Memorialist proceeded to push forward the 
completion of the vessel in the most sub- 
stantial manner, and telegraphed to Li 
Hung-chang for the services of one of the 
naval students whohad studied abroad to 
take command of the ship. He received 
a telegraphic reply to the effect that student 


Ho Hain-ch‘uan (fap it Jip could be sent 
on approval, and a despatch to the same pur- 
port was subsequently received from Teéng 
Kuo-ch'tian. Upon the arrival of this 
officer he was directed to make a most 
careful selection of persons to man the 
vessel, from the first lieutenant down to 
the sailors and firemen, with a view to 
being prepared to take her on her trial trip. 

The completion of the vessel having besn 
duly announced to him, the Memorialist 
selected the 11th of August for the trial, 
and embarked on board of her upon that 
day, witha complement of officers and 
workmen from the arsenal, two officers 
from British men of war being also presont, 
who were invited at attend by the Inspector 
of the arsenal at the Memorialist’s orders, 

Fires were lit at 4 o’clock, the hour tixed 
upon, and at 6 o’clok a start was made 
from Pagoda anchorage. At 8.15 the vessel 
passed out of the river, and reached Matsu 


( 48 jill H+) at 9 o'clock, between which 
place ana the White Dogs she made her 
trial run at sea. 

There was a strong northerly breeze on 
the morning in question accompanied by a 
heavy sea, but the vessel was ateady and 
did not roll, She returned to the Arsenal 
at 7 p.m., when Ho Hsin-ch‘uan, the com- 
mander, gave the following account of her 
performances :— 

With the engines making 81 revolutions 
a minute, the speed attained was 14.5 
French nautical miles, or 16 and a fraction 
English nautical miles, per hour. 

The revolutions were then increased to 
87 a minute, aud a speed was developed of 
over 15 French nautical miles, or upwards 
of 17 English nautical miles, per hour, 
which corresponded with the speed that 
the students of the Arsenal predicted the 
vessel would develop. Ho Uasin-ch‘uan 
further reported to the Memorialist by 
word of mouth that the machinery and 
appliances of the ship were strong, worked 
easily, and were free from defects, while the 
English naval officers who went to inspect 
her were unanimous in their praise, 
declaring that if they had not themselves 
seen the vessel they would not have be- 
lieved that the Foochow Arsenal could 
have turned out such excellent work and 
on such a large scale. The Memorialiat 
further satisfied himself, by minute inspec- 
tion, of the solidity and stability of the 
machinery, and he has now instructed the 
commander to supply all the necessary 
miscellaneous appurtenances with despatch 
and then to take the ship forthwith to Nan- 
king to be inspected and taken over by the 
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Minister Superintendent of Southern Trade. 
The purchase of the guus and fish torpe- 
does with which the ship is to be equipped: 
have been arranged for abroad, and they: 
will be placed on board upon their arrival. 
The complement of officers and men with- 
which she is to be furnished, and theamount- 
of their salaries, will be duly reported: 
to his M-jesty and to the Board by: the 
Minister Superintendent of Southern Trade, 

In obedience to His Majesty’s commands, 
a list of the names of the officers who have 
specially contributed to the successful com- 
pletion of this excellent work will be sub- 
mitted to His Majesty after the ship has 
joined the Southern squadron. a 

(2) A Sub-memorial from the Director 
of the Foochow Arsenal. 

The Memorialist: would: further observe 
that the Naval Yard at Chung-ch‘t is dis- 
tant 60 44 from Foochow, and no Imperial 
Birthday Temple has: been erected there, 
so successive Directors, Superintendents, 
and other officers attached to the Arsenal 
have erected an ornamental mat shed in the 
yard upon felicitous occasions in which they’ 
have performed their prostrations with their 
faces towards the capital. As the 29th of 
July last, the anniversary of His Majesty’s 
birth, fell upon a fast day, the usual feli- 
citous ceremony was performed on the 27th, 
and upon this occasion the Tao‘tai Wa 
Chung-hsiang, one of the Inspectors, while 
in the act of performing his ceremonial: 
observanc-s, was seized with an affection of 
the foot (?cramp), whereupon one of his: 
servants, noticing that his master was. 
kneeling in a crippled and constrained man+ 
ner, came forward and helped him up. 
The Tao‘tai at oncé ordered the man 
to retire, but inasmuch as an act of: in- 
decorum had been committed, he himself: 
brought the matter to the notice of the 
Memorialist, who has now the honour to 
request that Wu Chung-hsiang, expectant’ 
Tavtai and an Inspector in the Foochow 
Arsenal, may be committed to the Board for 
the determination of the regular penalty, 

Rescript : Let Wu Chung-hsiang be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

September 20th.—The Governor General 
at Nanking reports the death, upon the 
28th of August, of Chang Tuan-ch‘ing, 
Financial Commissioner of Anhui and 
acting Governor of that province ad in- 
terim. The deceased, who had held the 
acting post for a month, was attacked in 
the middle of the summer with intermittent 
fever which was aggravated by his close 
attention to the duties of his post. Some 
few days previons to his decease the acting 
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Governor, feeling that he would never rise 
in from his bed, dictated his valedictory 
orial to the acting Financial Commis- 
sioner when the latter came to see him. 
This officer, as is customary, took charge 
of and placed under seal the seals of the 
Governor and Superintendent of Customs 
of Wuhu, which were in the custody of the 
deceased, together with his other parapher- 
nalia of office. 

In expressing his regret at the loss of so 
able an officer and colleague, the Memoria 
list requests that the post of Financial 
Qommissioner of Anhui now vacant may 
be filled as soon as possible. 

September 21st.—No documents of in- 
terest. 

September 22ud.—A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager. 

hen We despatched I-huan Prince 
@h‘un in the month of May last on a tour 
of inepection to the northern ports, We 
were truly concerned for the welfare of 
the suid Prince on his distant journey over 
the sea, exposed to the fortune of the winds 

and waves. The Emperor, too, was in a 
* constant state of auxiety on his behalf. 
When, therefore, We gave audience to the 
Prince, We told him that it was our desire 
to send a eunuch of the Palace and Ch‘iian 
Shan, Court physician, with him, in order 
$o attend to and protect him at all seasons. 
The Prince then informed Us that Li Lien- 
ying, chief eunuch, was a steady and reli- 
able man, and he begged that he might be 
gent with him. 

- On the Prince’s return we asked him 
when we received him in audience, whether 
Li Lien-ying had caused any trouble, and 
the Prince informed Us in reply that the 
gaid eunuch had been most careful in his 
attendance during the journey, aud had 
behaved: in every respect similarly to the 
ether eunuchs that accompanied the ex- 

ition, not interfering in outside matters 
iu any way whatsoever, 

The Oensor Chu I-hsin has now presented 
a Memorial in which he enlarges upon the 
necessity, in times of national disaster, of 
taking precautions against malpractices on 
the part of eunuchs, the object of his re- 
flections being to indicate his suspicions 
that Li Lien-ying, when accompanying the 
Prince aforesaid, had followed in the foot- 
ateps of the eunuchs who were deputed in 
days of the T‘ang Dynasty tu superintend 
the operatiens of the military. Lu endea- 
vouring to attract our attention by words of 
serious import he has already made use of 
parallels that are not apposite, and he fur- 
ther goes on to state that in the case of the 
disasters by flood with which the provinces 
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have of late been visited, the court cannot 
but be said to have acted in a manner 
that deviates from the Mean, thus failing 
to secure the harmonious influences of 
Heaven ; just as if retributive omens were 
induced by this matter to which he alludes, 
wherein he has committed the still graver 
error of echoing the absurdities of others. 
The liberal treatment of uear relations 
by the members of the present Dynasty, 
aud the interchange of courtesies by means 
of palace eunnchs, is a very common pro- 
ceeding, and the recent tour of inspection 
taken by the seventh Prince was far from 
a mission of an ordinary kind, In send- 


_ing a eunuch and Court physician with him 


the Court was actuated by motives of in- 
terest and sympathy, and the act had no 
official character whatsoever. The Censor 
knew nothing of the internal usages of the 
palace, and so introduced a mass of irre- 
levant matter into his disquisitions which 
do not merit attention. As however, his 
assertions that the conduct of Li Lien-ying, 
whenaccompanying the mission to Tientsin, 
was such as to cause general comment along 
the line of route and to evoke consternation 
amongst the lettered and common classes, 
are greatly at variance with the verbal re- 
port of the Prince to Ourself, we wish to 
know whether the Censor has absolute 
proof in support of these assertions, We 
are still further at a loss to understand 
what he means by the remark that ‘‘ there 
may possibly be other unavoidable troubles 
in the penetralia of the palace,” and We 
call upon Chu I-hsin for a definite and un- 
served explanation upon these two points, 

The Decree goes on to refer to a sub- 
memorial presented by the same officer, in 
which he points out that one of the first 
principles of good government is a dis- 
regard of personal comfort, and the most 
important is the seeking of advice. 

Her Majesty rejoins that she has never 
ventured to seek her own ease’ and comfort 
during the past twenty and more years of 
her regency, and that as regards the seeking 
of advice, she is always ready to listen tu 
and adopt proper suggestiuns and to be 
lenient when the sugvestions offered are 
impracticable, but improper suggestions 
made under a pretence of loyalty, remarks 
prompted by private interest, or observa- 
tions in defiance of principle with an eye 
to popularity, will have to be punished 
if right and wrong are not to change 
places and constitutional government to be 
upset. The freedom of speeh now enjoyed 
is then enlarged upon, as well as the for- 
giveness which is extended to officers who 
have incurred punishment for improper 
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suggestions, and the request of the Censor 
for the issue of some specific decree, the 
purport of which is not explained, is 
summarily rejected. 

September 23rd.—No documents of im- 
portance, 

September 24th.—The Court Circular 
announces that Chu I-hsin, the Censor 
who was called upon in the Gazette of the 
22nd for an explanation of his remarks on 
certain points, has submitted a sealed, 
or confidential, Memorial to the Throne. 


(1) The Deputy Lieutenant-General at 
Shan-hai Kuan reports that the town of 
Yung-p‘ing Fu was flooded from the 18th 
to the 21st of August, in consequence of 
the continuous heavy rains that had fallen 
previously, followed by the carrying away 
of an embankment, the water pouring into 
the city through the breach. There were 
several feet of water in the streets, and 
thirty-nine Manchu families were flooded 
out, four houses belonging to the Govern- 
ment being destroyed not to mention 
injury to walls, public offices and private 
residences. The whole population of the 
town had to be take themselves to the high 
ground, but happily they succeeded in 
doing so without loss of life. The gun- 
powder and other articles in store were 
saved by the troops, and did not get wet. 
The southern portion of the town and its 
suburbs suffered most, and there is a large 
area of flooded country beyond, 

A similar misfortune befel the town of 
Hai Féng-k‘ou on the 16th, when there 
were over ten feet of water in the suburbs, 
and the 26 chien of government houses 
standing after the floods of 1883 were sub- 
merged and collapsed, while one-half of 
the timber collected for rebuilding the 
houses destroyed on that occasion, was 
washed away. Further heavy rain followed 
two days later which increased the flood 
and washed away the remainder of the 
timber. The people, warned by their earlier 
experiences, had taken care to remove in 
time, so there was no loss of life. 

Measures have been taken to ascertain 
the amount of damage done and to relieve 
the distress, and the commandant at Hai- 
féng K‘ou has been told that he must take 
steps tou recover the timber that has been 
washed away which, being Government 
property, must not be allowed to be lost. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kirin and his deputy, requesting His Ma- 
jesty’s sanction to a revision of the rules 
under which holders of waste lands in the 
Tun-hua district of that province were 
required, by a given date, to pay for the 
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holdings taken up by them and to pay 
taxes on their land. 

It appears that when Tun-hua was con- 
stituted a District in 1884, it was found that 
@ quantity of land in the neighbourhood 
of A-k‘o-tun, the new Distriet Town, had 
surreptitiously been taken undercultivation, 
and the Magistrate was charged with the 
duty of letting the land properly to settlers 
and collecting rents thereon, Owing to 
the distance of the country from civilised 
centres, the sparseness of the population, 
and the prevalence of brigandage, the 
officer originally charged with the opening 
up of the region to settlers thought it ad- 
visable for the time being to authorise the 
applicants for holdings to take the land on . 
credit, but as time went on the land proved 
so unfruitful and the people were so migra- 
tory, that the anticipations of opening up 
the country were not realised and the 
purchase money was not in all cases forth- 
coming. It thus results that very little land 
has been paid for for the last six years, 
that there are no definite or specific land- 
holders, that the lands have no definite 
boundaries or areas, and there is no knowing 
when they will be paid for. A thorough 
enquiry into the whole matter and a prompt 
modification of the old system are requfred 
to mend this state of things, if the mis- 
chief is not to increase with its growth and 
the people to have greater burdens laid on 
them day by day, a state conducive neither 
to the revenue of the State nor to the wel- 
fare of the individual. The Memorialists now. 
propose to send a special agent to the dis- 
trict to survey and measure the waste lands 
and to ascertain exactly to whom they 
belong. 

In the year 1879, exclusive of cultivated 
lands which were put on the tax registers 
at once, 17,220 shang (one shang-14 acres) 
of waste land were taken up and paid for, 
and title deeds issued, but not more than 
ten or twenty per cent of this land hag 
been cultivated. Between the years 1880 
and 1885, 20,030 shang were taken up, the 
greater portion of which has not been 
cultivated or title deeds given therefor, 
and the greater part of the purchase money 
has not been paid, The land taken up in 
1879 and 1880 should, by rights, now pay 
taxes, but the holders are not even able to 
pay the original purchase money, so they 
certainly could not pay the taxes. 

It is now proposed to make the following 
arrangement. One shang of land will be 
allotted to every landholder who bas paid 
or will now pay 3,330 cash, the land so 
allotted being selected from the original 
holding taken up, fresh title deeds being 
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issued in the case of lands for which title 
deeds were given in 1879, and new deeds 
for lands taken up subsequent to that date. 
Any surplus land will be given to new ap- 
plicants, and no taxes will be levied until 
five years hence. The tax will then be 
Tis, 0.1.9.8. per shang. 

September 25:h.—A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Empress acknowledging the 
receipt of the explanatory Memorial which 
the Censor Chu I-hsin was called upon to 
send in in the Gazette of the 22nd instant. 

In this Memorial the Censor says that 
the allusion in his earlier Memorial to 
“private troubles” referred to the con- 
jectures he had respectfully formed of Our 
sympathetic compassion for Prince Ch‘un 
wiice led us to send a palice eunuch with 

im. 

With regard to the comments provoked 
by Li Lien-ying along the line of route to 
Tientsin, he says that te heard that Prince 
Ch‘un would not accept the boat that Li 
Hung-ch‘ang sent for his accommodation, 
and that the eunuch accordingly established 
himself on board, ‘his caused those on 
duty along the line of route erroneously to 
declare that it was the boat carrying the 
Prince, and the incident startled all who 
heard of or witnessed it. This one act of 
indiscretion on the part of the said eunuch 
led to those irregularities to which he called 
attention. 

Prince Ch‘un, on being questioned, 
stated verbally that he used a boat sent by 
Li Hung-chang on his journey from ‘Tung 
Chow to Tientsin, and another one prepa- 
red for his use was occupied by the guard, 
Li Lien-yingand the eunuchs of hisown esta- 
blishment who accompanied him, travelling 
in the ordinary boats, The commissariat 
boats were provided by Li Hung-chang and 
accompsnied the party; there were no men 
on duty along the reute, and no cases 
of mistaken identity occurred. There is, 
therefore, absolutely no doubt whatever 
that the Censor’s information was incorrect. 

The prevent dynasty has always treated 
the Censorate class with liberality and 
widely extended the freedom of speech, 
the errors of administration in previous 
dynasties being all done away with, 

If Chu I-hsin’s representations had been 
confined to the affairs of Li Lien-ying 
alone, We should not have inflicted punish- 
ment upon a Censor, however mistaken 
and improper his remarks might be, for 
the suke of a eunuch, but as the Censor in 
question grasped the idea that the accom- 
panying of the party by a palace servant was 
an expression of the sympathy felt by the 
oocupants of the penetralia of the palace, 
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why should he go on to regard the action 
of the Court as excessive? Why, too, did 
he not refer to the matter at the time of 
the occurrence, instead of waiting for several 
months and then suddenly padding the 
representations with which he aunoyed us 
with abrupt allusions to disasters by flood 
which he dragged into his Memorial ? 

He has utterly failed to appreciate or 
credit us with the ever increasing activity 
We have displayed during the term of Our 
Regency, in coming to the rescue of those 
afflicted by calamity, and in sympathising 
with the troubles of the people, nor 
has he established any definite line for 
us to follow, but has confined himself 
to empty and incoherent expressions 
in the hope of exciting Our attention, 
Directly he was subjected to close ques- 
tioning he saw that he had nothing to say, 
and so tried lamely to excuse himself on 
the plea that he is but a scholar who has 
been too literal and precise in his opinions, 
His views are too narrow and his ability 
of too fantastic a nature to fit him for 
the post of an offerer of counsel, and 
We therefore command that Chu I-hsin be 
degraded to the rank of a second class 
Assistant Secretary of » Board, also that his 
two previous Memorials which were kept 
back for reference be returned to him with 
contempt, 

When chief eunuchs or other palace at- 
tendants are hereafter sent with near rela- 
tives of the Court upon the occasion of their 
going away from the capital on special bus- 
iness, they will on no account have any con- 
nection with official business, and officials 
outside the Court circle must not make 
improper suggestions or comments thereon. 

The Decree goes on to lay down the rule 
that any persons addressing the Throne on 
a given subject must confine themselves to 
that subject, and that the mere dexterous 
handling of words without reference to the 
point at issue can only be attributed toa 
desire to find a peg upon which to hang a 
denunciation to crush someone for private 
motives. As for instance in the case of 
Mao-lin and Chf‘ing-lin, who had rendered 
themselves liable to punishment for en- 
croaching upon government lands in the 
laying out of their cemetery, Hsit Shang- 
hua in denouncing them introduced a 
statement into his Memorial that prayers 
for r-in were rendered ineffectual by their 
action. 

Or, again, when Chang P‘ei-lun asserted 
that on the day when the Court retained 
Wang Wén-shao, as an act of compassion, 
in government employ, an earthquake 
occurred, In these two iustances the 
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offenders were treated most leniently and 
were not punished for their improper 
remarks, The consequence is that the 
practice is becoming habitual. 

Representations will continue to be made 
to the Throne upon such matters as disasters 
from various causes, cases of wrong or 
hardship which the people cannot bring to 
the notice of their Sovereign, abuses on the 
part of officials, ete. Where there are 
errors of administration, too, or faults 
committed by the servants of the Govern- 
ment, the facts in question should be 
brouzht to the notice of the Throne, but 
any private conjectures after the event 
dictated from motives of animosity, or any 
repetitions of theories about calamities or 
their obverse, will subject the proposals in 
the Memorial to rejection, aud the author 
to punishment, 

Let this Decree be circulated amongst 
metropolitan and provincial authorities 
generally. 

September 26'h.—A Memorial from Mu- 
t‘u-shan, Military High Commissioner for 
the Manchurian Provivces, and Hai-yiian, 
Governor of Kirin, reporting the forma- 
tion in accordance with the proposals of 
the Board of Admiralty vf a force of 
regular troops for the Kirin Province, 
This force, which consists of the battalions, 
has been formed of picked men from the 
undisciplined troops that are at present 
drawing government pay. They number in 
all 4,500 men, and their maintenance per 
month will cost Tis. 29,471, exclusive of 
the outlay required for barracks, flags, 
uniforms, etc. 

September 27th.—(1) Hsii Chih-hsiang 
(FE RFF) is appointed Deputy Commis- 
sioner of the Office of Transmission, 

(2) A Memorial from the acting Governor 
of Kueichow reporting the trial of a Dis- 
trict Magistrate for having taken upon 
himself to decapitate three ex-military 
ofticers who were confined in his jail on a 
charge of treasonable practices. The three 
officers had committed robbery and arson at 
a villagein the Mayistrate’s jurisdiction, and 
had incited the people to rebellion, Having 
been duly arrested, they were lodged in 
the jail and the Magistrate had suggested 
to the Prefect tha: it would be expedient 
to put them to death at once, as they were 
danzerous characters. Meanwhile they had 
proved very refractory in prison, assaulting 
aud wounding one of the turnkeys, and 
the Magistrate, hearing that they were 
credited with an intention of breaking out 
of jail, hat their heads cut off in order to 
prevent such a contingency, regardless of 
the advice of a military culleague who urged 
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him to await the Pref ct’s instructions, 
which had already been applied for. 

The law lays down that the penalty for 
the unauthorised execution of .individuals 
guilty of capitsl offences shall be 100 blows 
with the heavy bamboo. ‘This penalty, 
however, would not adequately meet the 
offerce of which the Magistrate has been 
guilty, and it is suggested that he be 
banished into servitude on the Military post 
roads. 

Referred to the Board of Punishments 
for consideration. 

September 28th.—The Governor of the 
New Dominion recommends Ch‘un-man, 
Commandant of Forces in [li, for the post of 
Ac'ing Governor of that region in place of 
Ming-ch‘un, Imperial Agent at Hami and 
recently Acting Governor of Ili, who has 
been allowed to retire on the ground of ill- 
health, The Governorship of Ili is a post 
of considerable importance, the incumbent 
having to deal with questions of frontier 
defence, foreign trade, etc., and the officer 
now recommended possesses special quali- 
fications, being diligent and thorough and 
having a large experience of frontier 
questions and of the ‘* barbarian ” char- 
acter.—Rescript: We have taken cognis- 
ance, 


September 29:h.—(1) A decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of » Memorial from the 
Governor of Féng-t‘ien, Manchuria, re- 
porting very serious floods in that pro- 
vince in consequence of the overflow of the 
Liao and other rivers, which were swollen 
by heavy rains. The country in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of these rivers was 
fluuded in some instances to a depth of 
several feet, the crops being destroyed, and 
loss of life occurring. ‘The Governor and 
other officials, who have subscribed money 
for the relief of the sufferers, are now 
authorised to draw supplies for their wants . 
from the granaries in which corn is stored 
asa provision against these emergencies, 
and Her Majesty the Empress has ordered 
the sum of Tis, 10/000 to be taken from 
the money due this year for the Imperial 
birthday by the oftice of the Imperial 
Household, and sent to Féng-t‘iew for dis- 
tribution amongst the sufferers, Tn en- 
joining upon the authorities concerned 
the necessity of seeing that Her Majesty’s 
bounty actually reaches those for whom 
it is intended, permission is yiven for the 
arrival of this money to be »nicipated by 
au advance from the provincial Treasury. 
(2) The Acting Governor of Kueichow 
submits a report upon a case of murder, 
falsely returned as having been committed 
by burglars, to which His M jesty’s 
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attention had been called by a person whose 
name is not given. A Decree had been 
Jssued calling for a report on this case in 
particular, and taking the authorities to 
task for the general laxity of police ad- 
ministration that was said to prevail in 
Kueichow. 

In reply to the general charge of ineffi- 
ciency of police administration, the Memo- 
trialist admits that on his arrival in the 
pearives last year he did find cases of 

urglary very frequent, but strict orders 
to the military police have resulted in the 
exposure of a number of these cases and 
- the punishment of the offenders. 

As regards the particular case to which 
his attention has been called, he has to 
report that in the month of May last, a 
woman called Yi went to the Yamén of 
the Kuei-chu Magistrate at Kuei-yang Fu, 
and stated that the night of the 26h of 
May her house had been entered by bur- 
glare who, in addition to plundering the 
rooms, had killed the concubine of her 
husband’s elder brother. ‘The Provincial 
Judge thereupon ordered the Prefect, 
Magistrate and others to go and inspect 
the body, when they found that no bur- 
glary had been committed and that there 
were no marks of violence on the body of 
the deceased, who had undoubirdly died 
from the effects of poison. Lhe woman 
Yii was then questioned, and the following 
cunfession was elicited from her ; 

The deceased was the concubine of her 
husbant’s elder brother Yi En-p‘ing, who 
lived in the same compound with the depo- 
nent’s husband, though the brothers kept 
separate establishments. On the 18th of 
May 1886, the deponent, who is hereafter 
styled wrs Yii the younger, lost a bank 
note which she suspected the deceased con- 
cubine of having stolen, and accordingly 
taxed her with the theft which the woman 
denied with a considerable amount of 
abusive language. This angered Mrs Yi 
the younger, and five days later she told 
the brother of her husband’s sister-in-law, 
whose name was Wang, of what had occur- 
red. Wang replied that the concubine 
was a bad lot and was always quarrelling 
with his sister, and although she now 
occupied separate quarters, she was a 
constant element of trouble and the best 
thing to do with her was lo compass her 
death. Mrs, Yii the younger concurred, 
and Wang told her that he would zet 
certain friends of his, to wit, Hu, Ch‘én 
and Huang, to help him, It was arranged 
that the deed should be done on the 26th 
of May, and the perpetrators accordingly 
repaired to Mrs. Yii the younger’s house 
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on that day and concealed themselves in a 
side room. At night, when everythiug 
was quiet next door, Wang produced some 
gamboge and some black powder which 
he mixed with some opium. By the time 
this was mixed the concubine was asleep 
with the door of her room ajar, and Wang 
and his confederates pushed it open, 
entered the room, and proceeded to tie 
the woman’s feet. She woke in alarm and 
struggled to free herself as she cried for 
help, but her assailants stopped her mouth 
and held down her hauds while they tried 
to force the mixture down her throat. She 
kept her mouth shut, however, and refused 
to swallow it, so one of the men knocked 
out two of her lower teeth with a hammer 
aud poured the mixture through the gap 
in her teeth. The woman shortly after- 
wards died, and Wang and his confederates 
then removed the cords from her feet and 
left, after helping themselves to some of 
the jewellery and clothes in the room, 
Mrs. Yii the younger was a witness to the 
deed though she took no part in it, and as 
she thought it would be difticult to conceal 
the murder, she falsely reported that the 
deceased had been killed by burglars. Wang 
Hain-chai, the prime mover, has absconded, 
and it will be necessary to effect his capture 
before the case can be finally decided, 

(3) The Governor of Yiinnan reports 
serious fluods at several places in the sub- 
Prefecture of T‘é.g-yiieh (Momein), He 
is taking measures to ascertaim the amount 
of distress caused and to afford relief in 
cases where it is found to be necessary. 

September 30th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of the New Dominion, for- 
warding returns of the actual number of 
the regular and irregular troops by which 
the New Dominion was garrisoned, from 
the 10th of August 1885 to the 14th of 
February 1886, tugether with the numbers 
employed at the varivus postal stations 
and branch stations in that region. 

As already reported to His Majesty, the 
strength of the Furces under the Memori- 
alist’s command at the close of the sixth 
moon of last year (July 1885), including 
the brigade of the general at Urumtsi, 
composed of local troops, had been re- 
duced to sixty one battalions or banners of 
cavalry and infantry, three batteries of 
artillery, and four companies of light horse. 
A list of the postal stations and their 
branches was submitted at the same time, 

The officers of the Commissary’s Depart- 
ment now report with reference to the 
former returns brought down to the end of 
the 6th moon of last year, that the camp 
attendants aud grooms, outside the actual 
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force, numbered 9,555 men, but in com- 
pliance with the Board’s ruling, 1,241 of 
these have been taken away, making the 
total number of hangers-on 8,314. 

Two companies of cavalry consisting of 
new recruits have been gradually disbanded, 
and at the end of the 12th moon (February 
1886) the whole force consisted of 63 batta- 
lions and Banners, three batteries of artil- 
lery and four companies of light horse, 
numbering in all 21,018 officers and men, 
exclusive of 111 supernumerary officers 
and 8,897 hangers-on who are not on the 
recognised list. 

As regards the postal stations, six 
branch establishments at Yarkand, Hoten, 
Kashgar, Guché, Turfan and Hami have 
been done away with as shown by a list en- 
closed (uot published). 

Rescript : Let the Board concerned take 
cognisance, 

(2) A Sub-memorial from the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansu. 

Some time ago a communication was 
received from the Board to the effect that 
a thousand and some hundreds of criminals 
uuder sentence of banishment would be 
sent from Chihli and six other provinces to 
swell the agricultural population of the 
New Dominion, ‘These were followed by 
any quantity more of criminals whose 
sentence had been mitigated under the Act 
of Grace of last year, who came crowding 
several into Kansu in batches duriug 
months in succession. Each batch con- 
sisted of some twenty to sixty convicts, 
and the authorities complained that they 
were continually causing trouble while 
travelling under guard to their destination. 
The Provincial Judge was instructed time 
and again to give orders that these men 
should be kept when it was necessary and 
sent forward on separate days, but there 
was such a number of them that before 
one batch could be sent on another had 
arrived. Moreover, the military and police 
staff available for this duty in each dis- 
trict are not sufficient to provide for the 
regulation guard of two men for each 
convict, and it often happens that the 
convicts, who outnumber their guards, 
assault them on the march and refuse 
to submit to control, behaving in the 
most extortionate manner at the inns 
along the road. All the police care for is 
to get the convicts on to the next stage 
and be quit of their duty, and so they are 
afraid to exercise any check upon them. 
One Magistrate, for instance, reports that 
the convicts recently set upon their guard 
aud beat some of them to death, and during 
the last few months similar reports of 
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guards being assaulted and wounded by 
the convicts under their charge have come 
from numbers of other districts, more than 
fifty convicts having made their escape 
while on the march, 

Convicts are still continuing to arrive in 
no few numbers, and any delay in forward- 
ing them on will lead to a block which will 
go on increasing, and nothing but keeping 
the oouvicts back to some extent in the 
provinces through which they pass, and 
sending them forward in regular batches 
will prevent a ceaseless record of escapes 
and outrages. 

There is another matter which gives the 
memorialist cause for anxiety, 

By the regulations now proposed for 
colonising the New Dominion with an 
agricultucal population, each individual 
will receive from Tis. 60 to 'I'ls. 70 for the 
purchase of oxen and seed corn and the 
building of a hut. With 3,000 people to 
deal with, the amount required will be 
some Tis 200,000, a sum which in itself it 
will be a matter of impossibility almost to 
raise. ‘The convicts who have to be dealt 
with are not likely in every instance to 
take quietly to agricultural pursuits, and 
the congregation of several thousand bad 
characters in so remote a corner of the 
empire presents a latent danger the extent 
of which it is difficult to estimate, 

Under these circumstances, it becomes 
the duty of the Memoria‘ist to request that 
the Board of Punishments may be directed 
to call upon those seven provinces from 
which it has been arranged to send convicts, 
to come to some decision as to the number 
of convicts they will send forward, and to 
arrange for the despatch of these at different 
dates in order to prevent a block upon the 
route and the troubles consequent thereon, 
He would further sugyest that those pro- 
vinces which are not yet allowed to send 
convicts to the New Dominion should be 
called upon to send their criminals else- 
where. . 

Referred to the Board of Punishments 
for consideration. 

October 1st.—The only document of.in- 
terest in this day’s issue is a Memorial 
from the Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu describing at considerable length a 
successful attack by the troops upon four 
native tribes who had previously made raids 
in the Ho Chow sub-prefecture, killing 
police authorities and recovering by force 
some of their number who had been taken 
prisoners. 

By specia! and express orders from the 
Throne an organised expedition was des- 
patched to chastise these tribes during the 
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summer, and first took up a position of 
defence to the east of a mountain known as 
the snow mountain, but when they became 
aware of the strength of the expedi- 
tion sent out against them, they retreat- 
ed up the mountain where they thought 
the soldiers could not follow them. 
Though it was mid-summer, there were 
several feet of snow upon the heights, but 
the soldiery, nothing daunted, pushed 
boldly on, and every outlet of escape having 
been blucked, the heights occupied by the 
rebels were scaled-and tuken after a fierce 
fight, in the course of which five chieftains 
were beheaded and several score of the 
enemy alain, several thousand head of cattle 
being also taken. The Government loss 
was one officer and six men killed aud 
twenty-three wounded. The rest of the in- 
surgents dispersed, but shortly afterwards 
the *‘ little” headman and other of the four 
tribes were brought to the authorities by a 
certain Hutuktu and an abbot and gave 
in their allegiauce, swearing that they 
would become peaceable subjects for 
ever after, Their allegiance was accepted 
and their cattle were returned to them, 
with presents in addition of cooking pots, 
tents, flour, wheat, tea, cloth and other 
things for their immediate needs. Their 
registratiou and division into thousands 
and hundreds will duly be attended to by 
the authorities, and they wi'l be placed 
under the control of a tribe known as the 
Lup8u-k’o, 

October 2nd.—(1) A Decree acknowled- 
ging the receipt of a Memorial from Liu 
Ming-ch‘uaun, Governor of Formosa, de- 
nouncing a general called Wang Ch‘un-fa 
under his command for dishonesty and 
fraud. ‘This officer, who was in command 
of three battalions of the division known 
as the Ohéu-hai Division, kept back in 
some instances the full amount of the 
money due to his men, and in others never 
issued it to them at all. He further em- 
ployed an ex-District Magistrate who had 
been dismissed the service and allowed 
him to import opium which the troops 
were permitted to smoke, the cost of the 
opium consumed by them being deducted 
from their monthly pay, Another General 
called Kuei Chan-piao was also guilty of 
making deductions from the pay issued by 
him to his men, : 

To impose the simple penalty of dismissal, 
which is all that the Governor asks shall be 
inflicted on these men, would be letting 
them off far too lightly. They are, as a 
‘preliminary measure, to be cashiered, and 
after subjecting them to a rigorous examin- 
ation the Governor will submit for the 





Google 


approval of the Throne the penalty which 
the law assigus. He will at the same time 
ascertain the amount of the deductions 
exacted and require their repayment with- 
in a given time. 

(2) The Governor Adjoint and Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture apply for the 
usual annual grant of rice for the Charit- 
able institution known as the Kuang Jéu 
T‘ang situated inside the Kuang gate of 
the Chinese quarter of Peking. and other 
establishments associated therewith. 

This institution was founded in the year 
1881 by a certain number of officials in 
Peking on the lines of an estabishment in 
Tiontsin bearing thesame title, which had for 
its objects the affording of asylum to home- 
less boys and giving them an education 
literary or mechanical as might be suited 
to their intelligence. Another institution, 
in which the Memorialists are interested, is 
a charitable society of old standing known 
as the “Ching Chieh Hui,” or Society 
for the honouring of chastity amongst 
widows, which has for its object the issuing 
of monthly relief to widows who have lost 
their husbands in early life and have 
remained faithful to their memory. Pro- 
portional allowances are also granted by 
the society to the parents-in-law and 
children of these widows. Premises were 
provided in 1881 for the society by the 
Grand Secretary Li, and a grant of 300 
piculs of rice was asked for aud ob- 
tained by the Memorialist’s predecessors 
for the two amalgated institutions, the 
scope of which was subsequently consider: 
ably extended by the establishment in 
different parts of the Prefecture of free 
schools, schvols for learning trades, and for 
teaching weaving. 

The Memorialists have now the honour 
to apply forthe usual grant for this iu- 
stitution, the bewefits of which have been 
widely felt. 

(3) Similar applications are made for the 
annual grants given to other charitable 
institutions in and around Peking, 

October 3rd (1) A decree ordering Ch‘aa 
Pao-chéu, ex-judicial Commissioner of 
Chékiang cxshiered, Hung Ju-kuei, ex 
Salt Commissioner of the Two Huai, also 
cashiered, together with 3 miuor officials 
who have earlier been dismissed the service, 
to place themselves at the disposal of the 
Governor General at Canton for service in 
that province, 

(2) Huang T‘ing-piao (ERA is ap- 
pointed General of the Koa chou Division 
in the Kuangtung Province, Wang Hsiao- 
ch'i (=F Bett) being appointed toa similar 
command at Pakhoi. 
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(3) A Memorial from the Governor 
General at Nanking reporting the erection 
of additional machinery sheds at the 
Powder factory in that city. 

At the commencement of the present 
year the Memorialist reported to His 
Majesty his intention of adding grinding 
mills to the powder factory at Nanking 
and of constructing additional sheds for the 
purpose, 

The Superintendent of the powder works 
at Nanking now reports that the sheds for 

_ the accommodation of grinding, pressing, 
and polishing mills, hexagonal yt (7) 
and boring, drilling and sawing machines, 
together with stores for saltpetre and 
gunpowder and rooms for workmen, 
were completed at the end of June, 
and on the 2ud of July the four new 
mills commenced working under the 
supervision of an experienced Superinten- 
dent and artisans. With a view to eco- 
nomy, only four of the eight new mills 
have been put in use, and these with the 
four old ones will by» made to meet the 
requirements of the province in the matter 
of supplies of gunpowder. The remaining 
four will be kept in store in readiness 
for increased and urgent demands. The 
four new mills will require an increased 
annual expenditure of Ts. 14,000 and up- 
wards, ‘The annual allowauce originally 
sanctioned was ‘I'ls. 40,000, but on the 
services of some of the foreign workmen 
and linguists being dispensed with, and 
the appvintment in their stead of a Chief 
Iuspector who was not before employed, 
the grant was reduced to Tls. 3,700 odd, 
which makes with the additional expendi- 
ture an annual outlay of Tis. 52000. The 
whole of this sum will be drawn from the 
Nanking Defence Fund Office. 

Rescript: The Board concerned will 
take cognisance, 

(4) Asub-memorial from the same officer. 
The Kiangsu province being an important 
centre of tradeiu which a mixed population 
from all quarters is congregated, when the 
disbandment of irregular troops took place 
last year and large numbers of them passing 
through that province stopped in Nanking, 
the Memorialist feared that they might 
cause trouble, In his report dealing with 
the subject of increased pay to the Banner 
regiments, he mentioned that there were 
not less than four or five thousand dis- 
banded braves from Fuhkien, the Canton 
provinces, Chékiang and Shantung who 
had found their way to Wvosung, Chiang- 
yin, Nanking and Chiukiang and had not 
the means of returning to their homes in 
Avhui and Hunan. Fearing that the con- 
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gregation of these people in the places 
mentioned might lead to trouble, he ex- 
pressed the opinion that it was necessary 
to supply them with funds in acoordauce 
with existing precedent and to hire vessels 
for carrying them back to their homes iu 
detachments, 

He has now to report that arrangements 
were in due course made with the China 
Merchants Company at Shanghai to convey 
these braves from Nanking to Hankow 
at the regular passenger rates, viz: $4.50 
per head. Upon arrival in Hupeh, the men 
of that province were given one dollar each. 
Iu this manner 5,072 men were sent away 
from Nanking between the beginning of 
September 1885 and the end of June 
1886 in 19 instalments at a total cost of 
$32,902. 

All the disbanded irregulars from 
Kiangsu were to have been sent away by 
vessels of war, but as these were eventually 
not available, the steamers of the China 
Merchants Co. were also employed, and 
631 men were conveyed by this Vompany 
from Shanghai to Hankow at Tis, 5 a head 
or Tls. 3,155 for the lot. 

(5) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Governor-General 
at Foochow, applies for and is granted 
twenty days’ respite from his official duties 
in consequence of suffering from au attack 
of boils- 

October 4th.—The greater portion of this 
day’s Gazette is occupied by a Memorial 
from the Governor of Shausi soliciting His 
Majesty’s approval of the organisation of 
public contributions, for which rank and 
titles will be granted, in order to meet the 
heavy expenditure entailed by the repara- 
tion of damages caused by the recent fluods 
in that province, and at the aame time 
to afford work for the starving population, , 

His Majesty is already acquainted with 
the details of the havoc wrought at ‘T‘ai- 
yiian Fa, the capital of the province, by the 
bursting of an embankment in the month of 
July last, which were reported by the Memo- 
rialist from Sa-la-ch4 where he was staying 
at the time, On his return to T‘ai-yitau 
Fu he made a personal inspection of the 
mischief done, and was ylad to find that 
the water along the city wall had subsided 
and that a general feeling of security cou- 
sequently prevailed. He was none the 
less much exercised in mind at the corf- 
templation of the distress that existed, the 
measures to be adopted for its alleviation, 
and the expenditure required for repairs of 
the damage done. To add to his vexations, 
reports reached him at this time from Ling 
Shih Hsien and Ning viian Ting chroni- 
cling simultaneous disaster from the effects 
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of hail storms in the month of August, and 
he has now just received back his Memorials 
. reporting the occurrence with instructions 
to adopt measures of relief, which com- 
mands it will naturally be his duty to 
obey. 


He would, however, observe, that no such. 


mischief from fluod has been worked in 
Shausi for many years past, thirteen dis- 
tricts being involved in the disaster which 
has caused the loss of over fifty lives and 
the destruction of thousands of houses. 
Orders have already been given for the 
distribution amongst the sufferers of the 
geain in store in proportion to their needs, 
but as the cold weather is close at hand it 
is duubtful whether a late crop can be got 
in, and in case of failure more relief will 
probably be needed. In any case, the 
needful steps will be taken and no one will 
be allowed to be reduced to the condition 
of a homeless wanderer. 

In order tu get the water back to its 


proper bed two channels have been 
out, but this is only a temporary 
expedient and works on a much 


mere extensive scale will have to be un- 
dertaken in order to secure the city 
from future damage. These, tvo, must be 
put in hand at once before the frosts set 
in. The buildings inside the walls, again, 
notably the Yamén of, the Literary Chan- 
o-llor, which were destroyed by the fliod 
will have to be reconstructed, and it is 
proposed to build an entirely new Yamén 
aud fresh soldiers’ barracks in another 
quarter on higher geonod, where there will 
be less danger from floods. It will cost a 
little more, but permanency will be secured. 
The city wall, too, requires extensive re- 
pairs which, if postpowed will cause an 
ultimatg. expenditure on a much larger 
aoale, ‘I'he Memorialist has no funds to 
meet the heavy expenditure which these 
worke will entail, over and above the relief 
of the present distress, and as he could not 
venture to ask fur a grant of Imperial 
fuuds for the purp»se, he can think of no 
other plan than the organisation of con- 
tributions for which rank and titles will be 
bestowed, 

Request granted by Rescript. 

Octuber 5th.—(1) A decree granting an 
application from the Governor General Li 
Hung-chang fur the reduction of the reuts 
upon the lands in Chihli he'd by princes 
and members of the nobility as well as 
upon the landed property of the office of 
Gendarmerie, the Banner corps and the 
office of the Imperial Household. The re- 
ductions granted are to be estimated in 
proportion tu the damage dune by the sum- 
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mer floods, and are to be published by 
proclamation, 

(2) The Director General of the Grain 
Transport reports that, after personal con- 
sultation with the Viceroy at Nanking, he 
has arranged for the carriage of 50,000 
piculs of Kiangsu tribute rice next year 
over and above the 50,000 piculs previously 
carried, making a total of 100,000 piculs. 
Orders have been given to the Canal au- 
thorities to make due preparation for the 
passage of the fleet with a proper regard 
for economy. 

October 6th.—(L) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing receipt of a Memorial from Chany 
Yao, Governor of Shantung, giving esti- 
mates of the works which he proposes to 
undertake in connection with the improve- 
ment of the Yellow River, accompanied by 
plans and specifications, 

After enumerating the various works 
which the Governor proposes to undertake, 
the list of which consists of s number of 
names of places which canuot be identified, 
the Decree goes on to state that the large 
sums of money for these works—which are 
to be undertaken serintim—required over 
and above that provided for by the pro- 
vince itself is to be furnished froma source 


‘that will be indicated by the Board of Re- 


venue, 

The document concludes with the follow- 
ing observations, The Court has not 
grudged the outlay of several millions of 
taels upon the improvement of the Yellow 
River which has been a source of trouble 
to the people in its vicinity by its over- 
flows year after year, It behoves Chang 
Yao, however, who was specially selected 
for the task, to remember that he cannot 
transfer to others the burden of responsi- 
bility that has been laid upon him, He 
will have, therefure, to superintend the 
labours of his staff in person and to see 
that conscientious and careful work is 
done, 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chéxiang reporting the steps he has taken 
to alleviate the mischief caused by exces- 
sive rain in that province during the early 
autumn, Se 

In the early part of the summer there 
was an excessive rainfall followed in the 
latter half of July and August by several 
weeks dry weather which checked the 
growth of the young rice, These are matters 
known to His Majesty through the monthly 
reporta sent in by the Memorialist’s pre- 
decessors. He now learns from Chiu-hua, 
Ch‘ii-chou and Yeu-chou that there was a 
heavy rain in those prefectures from the 
13th to the 17th of August accumpanied 


with boisterous wind which caused the 
rivers to rixe as much as te» feet in some 
parts aud fl oded all the low lying country, 
carrying away cottages, and, in some in- 
utances, the embankment, and domy very 
serious damage to the growing crops. There 
was some loss of life also in the district of 
K‘ai-hua iu Yen-chow Fu. Other places 
too suffered simultaneously in various 
degrees, and a general statement of the 
damage done will be submitted to the 
Throne in the usual weather returns, 
Meanwhile officers have been sent to assist 
the local authorities in ascertaining the 
amounc of distress prevailing aud to alle- 
viate it in the way that may seem most 
advisable. 

October 7th.—(1) A decree lamenting 
the death of Pao CUh‘ac, formerly Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Hunan, who has for 
some time past been in retirement on the 
ground of ill health, His military services 
during the ‘Tai-p‘ing rebellion are referred 
to in terms of the highest praise and the 
news of his death has beeu received by 
His Majesty with feelings of profound 
regret. The posthumous title of Junior 

Guardian of the Heir apparent is to be 
~ bestowed upon him, Tis. 3,000 are to be 


supplied by the Government of Szechuen - 


for his funeral expenses, a record of his ser- 
vices is to be prepared by the State His- 
toriographer’s office, Memorial temples are 
permitted to be erected tu him, his eldest 
son Pao 'I'su-ling is to succeed to the title 
of Tzé or fourth in the degree of hereditary 
nobility, and two other sons and a grand. 
son are to be presented at Court as suon as 
their term of mourning has expired. 

(2) Sung-fan, Judicial Commissioner of 
Hunan, is appointed Fiusncial Comumis- 
sioner of Szechuen. 

(3) A decree granting the usual donations 
of rice to the various charitable establish- 
ments in the Chinese city of Peking. 

(4) A joint memorial from the military 
and civil Governors of Féng-t‘ien reporting 
particulars of the serious damage done by 
the autumn rains in that province, and 
requesting permission to issue the grain in 
sture to the sufferers as a provisional 
ineasure of relief. 

They state that the seasonable weather 
in the spring and early summer gave pro- 
mise of an abundant harvest in the Féng- 
t‘ien province uutil the provincial capital 
was visited with a heavy rainfall on the 
16th and 17th and the 23rd, 24th and 25th 
of August. The heaviness of the clouds 
with which the whole sky was covered 
convinced the memorialists that the area 
of the rainfall must be wide, aud fearing 
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Jest disaster should result from a sudden 
overflow of the river they called for reports 
from all their subordinates, These soon 
arrived from the nearer places, such as 
Ch‘ang-tu Fu, Hsin-min ‘Ting, Liao-yang 
Chon, ete., and the news from all was to the 
same effect, viz: that the Liao and other 
rivers had simultaneously overflowed and 
that land and houses along their course had 
suffered in various degrees of severity. 
Next came a report from the Taotai of the 
Féug Chiu, Shan-hai circuit, who stated 
that all the places along the river’s bank in 
the Hai-ch‘éug District had been fluuded 
to a depth ot several feet, half of the 
bridges having been carried away and in- 
estimable damage done to the crops, while 
all the villages were surrounded by water 
and in some deaths by drowning had oo- 
curred. A place called T‘ien-chuang Tai 
and its vicinity suffered most, the people 
there being obliged to take refuge in the 
trees, from which they uttered piteous cries 
for help, At Ying-k ‘ou (Newchwang) when 
the tide went out coftins, floating bodies 
and all sorts of articles were borne down 
upon the stream, 

Soldiers and others having been sent to 
the rescue by the Tavtui at the latter place, 
they saved the lives of some 300 and more 
in the places up river, but the current was 
so strong and the fluuds so extensive that 
it was impossible to communicate either 
by buat or cart with places to the north- 
west, so that no details had been learned 
as to how they fared. The Tavtai’s report 
concluded with an appeal for permission to 
draw on the granaries fur the issue of sup- 
plies to the sufferers, 2 

The commandant of the Féng-tien troops 
also telegraphed to say that Newchwang 
had been flooded and was surrounded by 
water, that several hundred people had 
been rescued by the soldiery from drown. 
ing, and that it was said that 130 or 140 4 
of country in the ‘T‘ien-Chuang ‘'I'‘ai district 
was under water, no one yet knowing how 
many people had managed to escape with 
their lives. He also appealed for the 
despatch of officers to survey the extent of 
the disaster and to rescue the sufferers. 

The Memorialists immediately tele- 
graphed to the Taotai to hand over Tis, 
2,000 to the Military authorities of New- 
chwang for distribution, as°a provisional 
measure, amongst the sufferers, and told 
him to make arrangements for the main- 
tenance of the refugees who came to Ying- | 
k‘ou. Telegrams then came from the Tao- 
tai to say that over a thousand refugees 
had been taken charge of at the latter 
place, and that he thought that the only 
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way of providing for the wants of the 
numbers of people who were in distress 
wan by raising subscriptions on a large 
sale. The senior Memorialist accord- 
ingly gave Tls. 400, and the junior 
Memorialist Tis. 300, other officials fullow- 
iny with contributions varying from Ts. 
300 to Tls. 100, by which means ‘I’ s. 1,500 
were subscribed in all, further help being 
forthcoming from other officials hich 
and low, while at Ying-k‘ou, which is 
a large commercial centre, the Taotai has 
been directed~to promote subscriptions 
amongst the residents on a liberal scale. 
Iu addition to their subscription», which it 
was feared would be all too insutticient, a 
further sum of Tls. 3,000 was granted for 
relief purposes and given to certain officials 
to distribute on a reyular system. On re- 
flection, however, upon the heavy disaster 
which has fallen upon the people of New- 
chwany, on the top of the ¢ -ntinueus visita- 
tions with which they have been affli:ted, the 
Memorislists are convinced thatthe ordinary 
measures of relief will not meet the require- 
ments of the cold and hungry sufferers, and 
uuless some general scheme of restoration 
be adopted there will be a large mortality 
amongst the young and weak, while the 
sturdier ones will take to brigandaye and 
rioting with consequences too serious to 
contemplate, Under these circumstances 
His Majesty is earnestly solicited to sanc- 
‘tion the employment of the grain in the 
public store for the relief of the sufferers 
upon a properly organised scale. 

Further action will be taken as regards 
other places as soon as reports come in, 
Meanwhile His Majesty may console him- 
self with the reflection that there will be 
abundant harvests reaped on the highlying 
lands, and that the general average of the 
yield throughcut the province, though it 
cannot fail to be below standard, will still 
be sufficient to meet all requirements, while 
the people themselves are perfectly quiet 
and resigned. 

Request granted by decree earlier is- 
sued, 

October 8th.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General at Nanking, the 
Director General of Grain Transport, and 
the Governor of Kiangsu reporting the 
decision they have come to with regard to 
the increase of the amount of tribute rice 
to be forwarded next year by Grand Canal. 

The Memorialists beg respectfully to 
state that they received some time agoa 
communication from the Grand Council 
informing them of the receipt of an Imperial 
Deoree dated the 20th of March last, in 
which it was asserted that the earlier diver- 
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sion of the tribute rice from the Canal to 
the sea route was a matter of temporary 
expediency ; that it was necessary to do all 
that could be done to return to the original 
state of things, and that the Memorialiats 
were to consider what additional amount of 
tribute rice they could send forward by 
canal next year. 

The Memorialista have the honour to 
state that the difficulty with which they 
arranged for the trangport of 50,000 piculs 
of Kiangsu tribute rice by canal instead of 
by sea, has already heen laid before His 
Majesty. This cousignment of rice war 
seut forward in four lots and occupied 200 
boats, which, with the 500 boata in ten 
fleets that carried the Kianypeh tribute 
rice, made 7V0 boats to he taken over # 
winding course of over 2000 1i. Althongh 
every effort was made to push this fleet 
along, the number of boats and the shal- 
lowness of the water made the task an 
extremely difficult one. Fortunately the 
Yellow River rose when the first lot of 
boats reached the head of the southern 
section of the canal and the Kiangpel fleet 
were passed across into the northern 
section, but just as the Kiang-u fleet was 
going to be taken over, the Yellow River 
fell and an adverse wind sprang up. A 
dem had then to be constructed at the 
mouth of the southern section to create a 
head of water, dredging being at the same 
time resorted to both there and at the 
mouth of the northern section, and by the 
most strenuous exertions extended over four 
days and nights the fleet was got across and 
passed in. Hence the difficulties attend- 
ing the navigation of the canal are, as His 
Majesty has long been aware, very great, 
and the success which has attended the 
strenuous exertions that have this year 
been made to get all the tribute rice tu 
T‘ungchow, is due to the good fortune 
which His Majesty has merited, and not to 
the Memorialista, 

As a matter of fact, they cannot guarantee 
that they will be able next year again to 
get the additional 50,000 piculs up, and it 
is, under these circumstances, not expedi- 
ent to increase the amount, but in deference 
to His Majesty’s emphatic injunctions they 
must.do their best to meet the difficulty, and, 
after consultation, they now propose to add. 
50,000 piculs next year to the Kiangan 
rice, making 100,000 piculs extra in all. 
The provincial authorities concerned should 
themselves consider whether any of the 
Chékiang rice should be sent forward next 
year by canal instead of by sea. The pro- 
posed addition, however, will require more 
boats, and the preparation of the canal ia 
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a matter of still greater urgency. When 
the time approaches the officers charged 
with the duty will be called upon to hire 
the necessary amount of private junks and 
the Director-General of the Yellow River, 
the Governor of Shantung, and the two 
Taotais of the Huai, Yang, and Haii-chow 
circuits will be written to make the usual 
preparations, 

October 9th.—A Decree ordering the 
Governor-General of Chihli to provide at 
once from any funds available, the sum 
of Tls, 20,000 for urgent repairs required 
at the Imperial Mansolea. 

October 10th. —(1) T»e Governor General 
at Canton reports the death of Chang Té- 
lu, Brigade General at Kao-chow, who 
wan acting as General of the K-iung-chow 
Division, 

(2) The Acting Governor of Anhui brings 
the following case to His Majesty’s notice. 

Wu Ch‘un-kan, expectant Taotai in 
Kiangsu, and son of the late Wu Yiian- 
ping, Governor of Auhui, had reporied 
that his father had purchased 500 Martini 
rifles, 100,000 cartridyes, and 500 belts, at 
a cost of Tis 8,150, which he intended to 
serve out to the troops at the time that 
defence operations were in active progress. 
Just then, however, the precautionary 
measures in progress were relaxed and 
a number of regiments disbanded, so his 
father kept the r-fles in his yaméu, The 
son now wished to make an offer of these 
weapons to the Government, and begged 
that au officer might be sent to take them 
over, and report the fact to the Throne for 
record, adding that he could not venture 
to invite the bestowal of any reward for 
this action. 

In reporting this incident to His Majesty, 
and in spite of the fact that the ‘Taotai in 
question does not seek fur a reward, the 
Memorialist ventures to hope that some 
mark of approbation may be bestowed upon 
him, in view of the large value of the use- 
ful offering made. 

The Board is called upon by Rescript to 
consider what reward should be given. 

October 11th.—(1) Ying-ch‘i (3 BX) 
is appointed Salt Commissioner of Kuang- 
tung. 

(2) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
applies for the dismissed of a District 
Magistrate, with a view to placing him on 
his trial, under the following circumstances. 

The Magistrate in question, whose name 
is Ku Chao-yung and his post Lo-ting 
Hsien, borrowed money some time since 
from ove of his servants which he did not 
repay in full. The servant died, and the 
master having repudiated the debt, the 
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widow. appealed several times to the Finan- 
cial Commissioner, who ordered another 
District Mayistrate to enquire into the 
charge. The Magistrate not only repeated 
his denial of there being any money due by 
him to the deceased, but made une of his 
servants falsely deny the debt also, where- 
upon the widow, having first proclaimed 
her wrongs to the Judge as he left bis 
Yamén, proceeded to drown herself in the 
river in company with her daughter. 

Rescript : Let Ku Chao-yung be forth- 
with cashiered, placed upon his trial aud 
punished as the law requires, 


(3) The Governor of Tarbagat‘ai reports 
that he has sent officers to Canton and 
Shanghai to purchase the following arms 
and munitions ; 

600 shell for large guna, 

500 shell for second sized guns, 

5,000 Ff AR HL IK. 

100 Martin howitzers with 500 car- 
tridges for each howitzer, 

Various articles required for the Manchu 
regimeut for which the above supplies are 
required. 

‘I'he total cost is estimated at Tls. 13,000, 
and as it is not expedient to carry this 
money all the way from the New Dominion, 
the Memorialist begs that Hs Majesty will 
direct the Governor of Kiangau tv provide 
the necessary sum and to call upon the 
Governor-General at Nanking and Canton 
to pass the word that the local authorities 
along the line of route are to provide for 
the transport of the purchases made,— 
Granted by Rescript, 


October 12th.—Nearly the whole of this 
day’s issue 18 occupied with a Memorial 
from Cuang Chih-tung, Governor-General 
at Cauton, with reference to the daily 
increasing demage inflicted on the country - 
by the ravages of Hakka and Li (local 
aborigines) banditti in the island of 
Hainan, The Memorialist suggests that 
His Majesty should entrust the duty of 
restoring order to a military officer of high 
rank, with injunctions to employ measures 
both of repression and conciliation, and he 
further proposes that certain penalties, for 
their breach of military law and failure to 
protect the people, be inflicted on the 
Brigadier, the ‘laotai, and their subordinates 
concerned who furnished untruthful re- 
ports respecting the banditti above-men- 
tioned, 

The Prefectnre of Kiungchow, the 
Memorialist commences, forms a solitary 
island in the southern sea. In the Centro 
the Li aborigines have their lairs, and 
around them, on the coast, dwell the 
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Chinese. The country is unhealthy and 
sterile, the people feeble and indolent. Its 
two chief drawbacks are the Hukka aud the 
Zé brigands. 

These Hakkas are for the most part na- 
tives of Chia-ying Chou, of Hsin-ving in 
Kuang-chou Fu or of En-p‘ing, K‘ai-p*ing, 
Kao-ming and Ho-shan iu Shao-ch‘ing Fu, 
They have their own language and custome, 
and the surrounding population do not 
intermarry with them, calling them Miro- 
tet and regarding them in a different light 
from ordinary strangers from other pro- 
vinces, They are industrious and energetic, 
fierce and claunish ; wherever they go the 
inhabitants of the country look upon 
them as of another race and violent 
animosities are accumulated. In Hai- 
nan there are old Hakkas and new 
Hakkas; the former have been there 
a hundred years and more and are com- 
paratively peaceable. The new Hakkas 
were transplanted to Hainan in the reign 
of ‘Ifung Chih by Chiang I-li, a former 
Governor at Canton, after the Hakka 
troubles in En-p‘ing and other parts of the 
Canton Province. ‘They were settled in 
Tan Chon, Lin-kao ard Ch‘éng-mai, whence 
they have s;read into Wan-chou and Ling- 
shui. The lands on the coast of Hainan 
eccupied by other Chinese are poor and 
sandy, The fertile country is mostly un- 
healthy. The mines of copper and lead 
are all within the territory of the abori- 
gines. ‘The native Chinese being indvlent, 
their Jand has remained unimproved. ‘The 
tich, unhealthy land belongs chiefly to the 
Hakkas. When the Hakka rising occurred 
in 1879, troops were sent to suppress it, 
and the Hakkas were moved to the Pre- 
fectures of Leichow and Lren-chow, But 
they gradually made their way back again 
and commenced brigandaye as before ; and 
their quarrels with the native Chinese be- 
came commoner than ever. 

The Li aborigines inhabit the fastnesses 
of the mountams kuown as the Li Mu- 
shan, where there is a pathless tract of 
country sume two hundred and more li in 
length and breadth, Encircling it lie the 
thirteen Chinese D strict cities, and it 1s 
entered by passes from ‘Ting-an, Hui-t‘uny, 
Lé hui, Wan-chou, Ling shui and Ai Coou. 
Under former dynasties there was less 
danger from the Lis who were then ex- 
tremely wild and uncivilised, but during 
the last hundred years they have vontured 
more among the Chinese. The wild Lis 
have become fewer, and the civilised ones 
have increased, becoming more treacherous 
and cunning. Those of Tan Chou and 
Liu-kao are the most orderly, those of Ling- 
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shui the fiercest, and those of Ai-chou the 
most powerful and turbulent, ‘ling-an_ is 
in the direct line of their northern expedi- 
tions, and thence they spread to Kiuny- 
shan. Their southern expeditions are first 
against Wan-chou and Tung shui, and then 
against Hui-t‘ung and Lé-hui. Formerly 
they only plundered the neighbouring dis- 
tricts in the hills, but for the last seven or 
eight years, though still nominally called 
Lis, they have been joined by Hakkas and 
disbanded soldiers, and the combined 
bands, under the command of Ch ‘éu Chung- 
ming and Ch‘éu Chung-shou, have extended 
their ravages for some hundreds of li. 
Their provisions and arrows are furnished 
by Hakkas, one ox being paid fer a gun, 
Since they have become possessed of fire- 
arms, more men have been willing to join 
them, and they are not afraid to meet 
regular troops, They make two or three 
expeditions every year, but they have 
never once been seriously attacked by the 
troops, who merely remain on the de- 
fensive in small bedies and cut off strag- 
glers from their rear, rejoicing to see 
them return to the mountains. Thus 
the Hakkas have the benetit of the Li 
strongholds and their numbers in the field, 
The Lis are led and guided by the Hakkas, 
and they have the disbanded soldiers for 
allies. Since this union of Lisand Hak- 
kas Hainsn has not known a day of 
peace. 

When the removal of the Hakkas from 
Lin-hao and ‘Tan chow was undertaken in 
1879, a board was appointed and funds 
provided, and the Hakkas left under the 
government of their own gentry, But the 
latter quarrelled with the people and pro- 
tected the banditti, who became more 
daring than ever. List winter they turned 
back the local trainbands of Ch*ényg-mai 
who came to Lin-hao to make arrests, At 
the time rice was dear, owing to drought, 
and general uneasiness was felt. In De- 
cember, a rising of Hakkas, both old and 
new, took pl«ce under the leadership of « 
brigand chief named Huang ‘you pao. In 
ten days his force, with the addition 
of disbanded braves, robbers, and people 
whom he forced to join him, amounted 
to more than two thousand men. Having 
occupied various villages in Lin-kao and 
Tau Chou, they attacked and plundered 
the principal market towa in Ch'éng-imai, 
killing and plundering, and ravaging the 
country for a hundred Ji round. Tidings 
were then received of another excursion 
by the Lis on the side of Wan Chou and 
Ling-shw, and the whole islaud was throwa 


. into agitation, 
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On receipt of the news the Memorialist 
telegraphed to the Brigadier of Kiung- 
chow, Liu Ch‘éng-yuan, aud the Acting 
Taotai Ch‘ien Kuei to collect their troops, 
leave two brigades as a garrison and attack 
the Lis with the other three. As the troops 
advanced, the Lis retired ; and according to 
the reports received from tte Taotai, several 
victories were gained, a number of places 
occupied, and certain chiefs with a number 
of their followers captured and killed. ‘I'wo 
brigand leaders, Huang Tsou-pao and Wéu 
Ho-ch‘ing, came into camp with their 
men and offered their submission, Wén 
Ho-ch‘ing moreover brought as an offering 
the corpses of two chiefs he had killed, and 
begged that he and his men might be sent 
to Ch‘in Chou and settled on the waste 
lands at Pai-lung-wei in accordance with 
the scheme which had been carried out in 
1879. 

‘the Memorialist was at first inclined to 
allow the terms to be granted, being in- 
formed by the Brigadier and Taotai that 
they had inflicted severe chastisement on 
the brigands and that the latter bad offered 
to yive their submission and to surrender 
the principal offend. rs. But he afterwards 
ascertained that the troops had not really 
attacked the brigands with vigour, and 
that the inhabitants, who bitterly detested 
the Hekkas, were opposed to this method 
of settlement. Moreover he did uot feel 
justified in incurring the risk of future 
trouble by establishing a large number of 
lawless persons ou the immediate frontier 
of Tougking. He therefore telegraphed 
that some other plan must be devised. 
Getting no satfafactory reply, he determined 
to consult General Feng Tzii-ts‘ai, an 
officer of distinguished reputation, who 
being in command of the forces at Lien- 
‘chow and Ch‘in-chow was in a position to 


be acquainted with the case. His reply was. 


that the Hakkas were not to be trusted, and 
that, unless severity were shown, the pact- 
ficatirn would not be permanent. He was 
at the same time in receipt of many a;:pli- 
catious from the inhabitants of the isiand 
to send troops there tu restore order, 

The Memorialist thereupon sent a tele- 
graphic Memoriai to His Maj-sty begging 
that instructions might he given to Fé g 
Tza-ta‘ai to prooved to Hainan where hs 
would employ severity and kinduess as 
each might he required, and at the same 
time would deal with the whole question 
of the Lis. Ou the 14th of July His 
Majesty replied that the offenders who 
remained having given their subimis- 
son, justice forbade that they should 
be utterly exterminated, that Féug Tzi- 
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ts‘ai must find them a fitting' place to 
settle in, and that he must deal with the 
question carefu'ly and in frequent consul- 
tation with the Memorialist, A fortnight 
afterwards Féng Tzii ts‘ai had arrived in 
Hainan, which he found once more in a 
state of alarm, Ch‘é. Chung-ming’s men, 
a thousand strong, were ravaging pazte of 
Ting-an and Ch’éng-mai, and another band 
from ‘Tanchow had attacked and plundered 
certain town in Kan én. In the mean- 
time Ch‘én Jung-hui had been. ordered 
to make lists of the Hakkas who hd 
submitted to him and send them in for 
identification. But delays having been 
allowed to ensue, most of the chiefs 
secretly absconded, and the burean of 
pacification was unable to accomplish its 
work, 

‘The Memorialist had despatched several 
officers to Kiungchow to make enquiries, 
and from their reports and some scores of 
petitions forwarded by the General and 
the Taotai, he learnt that these Hakka 
banditti were more than ordinarily fierce 
and violent in deed and language, and that 
the sufferings of the people had been ex- 
treme for many years, 
banditti invaded Ch‘éng-mai last winter 
more than a hundred villages were plun- 
dered and burnt, seven or eight hundred 
peraons were killed, more than a hundred 
respectable women were carried off, two 
thousand and more oxen stolen, and pro- 
perty taken to the value of more than a 
million strings of cash, 

Though some chastisement had been in- 
flicted on them when the troops attacked 
them, still their bands were unbroken, 
their leaders remained, and they were un- 
decided whether to submit or to disperse, 

The Li banditti this autumn had advan- 
ced to within thirty 44 of Ting-an, killing, 
burning and showing great ferocity. Ou 


their return they compelled the inhabitants. 


to act as porters and carry their pluuder, 
and mockingly said they would pay them 
for their labour next expedition, On the 
arrival of Féug Tz‘t-te‘ai general joy was 
felt and he was besuught to save the people 
from their danger. 

The Memorialist, having carefully con- 
sidered the whole question, is of opinion 
that both severity and kindness must be 
shown to the Hakkas aud Lis. Unless 
such measures be adopted as will be pur- 
manent in their effect, the sufferings of the 
people will continue, money will be wastod 
in maintainirg guards, and brigandage will 
gradually become rife ayain, till iu a few 
years the whole island will be devastated 
ouce more. The administration of Hainan 


Thus, when the ° 
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having been neglected during the absence 
of the real Taot‘ai, Wang Chih-ch‘un, who 
was attached to the Tongking boundary 
commission, the Memorialist directed Fang 
Ch‘ang-hus, anexpectant Taotaiin Kuangsi, 
to proceed to Hainan for the purpose of 
dealing with the Hakka and Li business 
and of assuming charge of the local forces 
The old brigades were to be broken up and 
all the best men formed into eight new 
brigades, which would be subject to the 
orders of Féug Tzii-ts‘ai, 

The Memorialist after frequent consul- 
tation with Féug Tzi-ts‘ai has arranged 
that the Hakkas shall be overawed by the 
presence of the troops. Those of them who 
are the most turbulent and ferocious will 
be put to death. ‘Those who are desirous 
of gaining anv honest livelihood and are 
really repentant of their sins will be allowed 
to purchase forgiveness by marching in the 
forefront of the army against the Lis, or 
will be transferred to some other place for 
settlement there. This will be carried out 
hy Féng Tzii-ta‘ai in conjunction with 
Fang Chang-hua and the local authorities, 

As to the Lis: first the band uf the old 
rebel chief Ch‘éu Chung-ming will be 
attacked, and the brigands who have join- 
ed it and the disorderly Lis will be severely 
punished. After which, those who are 
well dispusitioned will be assured of the 
clemency of His Majesty, ‘The troops will 
be advanced as opportunity offers, and 
if circumstances be favourable will pene- 
trate far into the mountamns and open the 
country. In his D-cree of the 25th Febru- 
ary His Majesty declared that the manner 
to deal with these serious revolts was to 
civilise the Lis and reclaim them from 
their savagery, thus showing the breadth 
of his foresight and his appreciation of the 
necessity of ensuring the defence of the is- 
land by curing its internal evils. It is 
desired to penetrate into the interior, to 
make cross roxds, as has beeuw done by Hai 
Jui and others from the time of the Ming 
Dynasty, to occupy the strony points, to 
induce the savages to accept civilisation, 
and to appuint headmen for them. I€ this 
be possible, then may follow the opening 
of mines and the spread of agriculture 
which will benefit the people, increase the 
revenue and facilitate the external defence 
of the island. But in any case, even 
should these happy results not ensue, the 
island and its inhabitants will be free for 
the future from danger and misery, and the 
authorities will not be able to evade their 
responsibility. 

Bat in view of the extent of country 
aud the deuseness of the mountain forests, 
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the troops on the spot are not sufficient 
for executing the proposed plan of advan- 
cing against the Lis and the Hakkas by 
several roads simultaneously. 

Féng Tzii-te‘ai has only brought with | 
him four brigades, To these will be added 
fourteen more with the eight local brigades 
and Ch‘én Jung-hui’s two brigades. All 
these will be actively employed, while 
Wang Hsiao-ch‘i’s one brigade will be 
made to suffice for the occupation of de- 
fensive positions. There being a dearth 
of funds, the Provincial ‘Treasurer is 
ordered to advance money temporarily 
from any source possible, and Féng Tzit- 
ta‘ai is requested to urge upon the inha- 
bitants who will benefit by the result, the 
necessity of raising contributions locally. 

After suvgesting theinfliction of penalties 
on the late Acting Brigadier Lin Uh‘éng- 
yiian and the Acting Taotai Ch‘ien-kuei, 
who failed in the midst of the horrible dis- 
orders to furnish truthful reports or to 
adopt efficacious measures, the Memorialist 
requests that a Decree may be issued 
placing all the officials, civil and military, 
and all the forces in the island under the 
orders of Féug Tzit-ta‘ai for the purpose 
of carrying out measures with regard to 
the Hakkas and Lis. 

Proscript ; In dealing with these Hakkas 
and Lis it will be necessary to discriminate 
between good and bad and to use both 
mercy and severity. Let Féng Tzit-te‘ai 
take command of the troops and adopt such 
measures as circumstances render advisable. 
Asa punishment for publishing false reports 
let Liu Ch‘éng- yiian be delivered to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty, 
and let Ch‘en-kuei and Chu Jung-hui be 
cashiered but retained at their posts. 

October 13th.—The Governor-General 
at Canton solicits permission to apply severe 
overcive measures tu one Shén Pin, a na- 
tive of Chékiang, who had filled the post of 
Yamén clerk for mavy years at Canton, 
whose iniquities were brought to light by 
certain Censors two years ago, and the man 
ordered by Decree to return to his native 
place with his son, and not to remain any 
mre in Canton, 

It having recently come to the Memori- 
alist’s exrs that this man and his sun Shéa 
Tung were still in Canton and continuing 
to fill the offices of Government clerks under 
feigned names, he caused enquiries to be 
made In the proper quarter, when he found 
that Shéu Pin had not only disobeyed the 
Imperial order commandiug him to return 
to his place of domicile, but that he and 
his son were actually serving as clerks under 
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feigned names, and continuing to sell their 
influence in the filling of appointments by 
which they had made a large fortune and 
for which had been denounced to th» 
Throne. Shéu Pin, on being summoned 
by the P‘an-yii Magistrate and called 
upon to take himself and his family away 
and to sell his property, declared that 
as he has not sold his property and his 
children were too young, he could not 
possibly fulfil the engagement he had given 
togo. Further measures were being taken 
to force him to go, and he was summoned to 
appear again, when he sent a messenger to 
the magistrate to say that he had left by 
steamer, and he wished to have nothing more 
to say to the magistrate, who reported that 
he was reputed to have either absconded to 
Hongkong, or to have simply moved to 
other quarters in Canton where he was in 
hiding. Euquiries were then set on foot, 
and it was found that in addition to serving 
asaclerk himself in the Hoppo’s Yamén and 
keeping his sons in different Yamé.s as 
clerks under feigned names, he was the 
proprietor of three brothels or houses for 
eimyging girls, and in addition to other 
property had 112 houses let out to tenants, 
the whole of his belongings, representing a 
value of ‘Ts, 200,000, having been amassed 
by bribery and corrupt practices. 

After dwelling at length upon the iniqui- 
ties of Shéu Pin, the Memorialist supports 
a suggestion of the Judge that Shé. Pin 
himself should be banished to the military 
post roads, and never be allowed again 
to serve as government clerk, Further, 
that with the exception of the brothels 
which will be officially closed, his family 
should be called upon to sell the whole of 
his property within a month, half of the 
proceeds of which they shall be allowed to 
take to their native place, to which they 
must return immediately, the other half 
being confiscated and sent as a contribution 
to the Shantung fluod relief fund. Should 
Shén Pin fail to put in an appearance, or 
should the sale of his property not be 
effected within the given limit of time, it 
should be valued by the authorities and 
the price which it realises should all be 
forwarded to the Shantung reli f fund, 
while Shén Pin should be advertised for 
in the usual way by communication with 
the various provincial goveruments, his 
penalty increasing with the time of his 
remaining in hiding. 

By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
the above suyvgestions are approved, 

October 14 h.—(1) Liu Jui-féng, Min- 
ister to Kngland and Russia, is appointed 
Dircetor vf the Grand Court of Revision, 
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(2) The Governor-General at Canton 
specially recommends to: his Majesty’s 


notice the services of Hai-hsii, outgoing. 


Hoppo at Canton, in the hope that some 
liberal marks of distinction may be bestowed 
upon him, In addition to collecting the 
whole of the revenue at which the Canton. 
Customs is assessed, this officer contrived 
during his two years’ tenure of office to 
increase the remittances by ‘lis. 87,000 odd, 
which is more than has been realised for 
some years previously, He has further 
subscribed ‘I'ls. 20,000 to the Kwangtung 
flood relief fund, and Tis. 20,000 for the 
purchase of rifles for the Mauchurian pro- 
viuces, : 

By Rescript appended to the Memorial 
Hai-hsii is appointed an expectant Director 
of one of the three courts (Palace, Armoury 
and Parks) under the O.tice of the Imperial 
Household. 


October 15th.—No documents of impor- 
tance. 


October 16th.—A Memorial from Chang- 
yao, Governor of Shantung, presenting 
proposals for dealing with the Yellow River 
in that province, together with a careful 
estimate of the work which its present 
condition will entail, and an approximate 
account of the necessary cost. 


Moemorialist would observe that it will 
be in the recollection of Their Majesties, 
that the calamities which the Yellow 
River has for years brought on the people, 
have produced atthe hands «f Ministers 
numerous projects which, after detailed 
consideration, have been presented to the 
Throne, 


Ever since entering on his post. Memo- 
rialist has been in a state of chronic trepi- 
dation ; sleep and appetite have left him, 
and he is full of apprehension lest Your 
Majesties should know no rest while the 
distresses of the people remain unre- 
medied. 


Everyone, including humble scholars and 
petty officials, who has had any sugvestion 
to offer regarding the river, has been closely 
qvestioned and his proposals considered 
without prejudice by Memorialist himself ; 
for where the plans of ove man may prove 
not to be thoroughly comprehensive, the. 
opinions of the many regarding the merits. 
or demerits of a proposed course, afford 
a sttrer basis for action, ‘This year, from 
the beginning of Spring till Summer 
was over, at oue time and another. breaches 
kept occurring at Wang Chia.Ch‘iian and 
other places. This state of things necessi- 
tates a course of action slightly different 
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from that proposed by the M-morialist in 
the month of March last. 

A. careful consultation with the heads of 
the River Defence Bureau shews that so 
far ws human means and. financial limita- 
tions will admit, the best and only remedial 
plan which can be adopted is to deepen the 
mouth of the river by clearing away the 
bar, and to fiil in or leave untouched, as 
the case may require, the breaches in both 
banks. At the same time the further 
Government dyes and the people’s dykes 
should be enlarged from year to year in the 
order of their urgency; and, lastly the dykes 
on both sides of the river ‘lvu-hai will have 
to be atrengthened and added to asa precau- 
tion against overflows, Chief prominence, 
in short, has to be given to measures fur 
clearing and deepening the bed of the river, 
but during past years these measures have 
been attended with such difticulty, that 
attention has been specially directed to- 
wards embankments, and then, as these 
latter were for ever buing carried away, it 
was resolved to drain off the water in 
different directions, 

Now, the plan of clearing and deepen- 
ing the river bed is verily an impossible 
one. Should the upper river burst its 
banks, the bed of the river lower down 
would be dried up, and if such au occasion 
as this were seiz-‘d for clearing out the 
river bed, the task should not be beyond 
human strength. Even then, however, it 
would only be the main channels that 
would be cleared out for a few tens or 
scores of [i as the case might be; for who 
has ever seen the whole river dredged? An 
operation ou the face of it utterly imprac- 
ticable, 

It is now estimated that in order to widen 
the face of the river to 400 ft. and its bottom 
tu 160 ft. and to deepen it to 12 ft., 
every li will r-quire the removal of 60,000 
Fang, or 6,000,000 odd cubic feet of soil, 
and that as 1U0 cubic ft. is all that one man 
can manage in one day, there will have to 
be 60,000 odd hands engaged in clearing 
away alia day, andthis would not only be 
too great a strain but also tou costly. Uir- 
cumstances render it impossible to delay 
for long the closing up vf the breaches in 
the upper waters of the river; and it is on 
account of this very fact that measures of 
this sort have been seldom attempted. 


Ever since the opening of breaches in 
the upper waters of the river, the stream 
below Yao-hia K’ou has dwindled into a 
mere thread and become so shallow as to be 
useless for navigation : it will accordingly 
be necessary to dredge a channel fur 15 li, 
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Asurvey has shewn that, below this chan- 
nel as faras‘l’1eh-mén Kuan, ‘here are places 
were there are exposed ledges and mudflats 
having a total length of 125,000 feet. On 
this it was at once decided to dig channels 
and to cut away the flats. As seou more- 
over as the embankments at Yao-chia K’ou 
are built up, it will be possible to bring the 
water back into the main channel. 


The neighbourhood of Mu-li Tsui, where 
the water of the Yellow River unites with 
the tide, is probably the nearest point to 
the two rivers below Hsiao Shéu Miao, at 
which it would be possible to dredge out 
three parallel channels. The deposits in 
the Yellow River at this spot are, however, 
beyond removal by manual labour and will 
require dredgers in order to effect the 
gradual deepening and widening of the 
channel. Lt is not likely that when the 
dredyers aro at work im midstream there 
will be any difficulty in their way: the 
trouble will consist in removing what has 
been dredged. 


Shantung has no appliances for the con- 
struction of a dredger ; and amongst those 
for sale there are any varieties. Before 
buying one therefore it was neeessary to 
consider the nature of the river to be 
dredged, Nor long ago Li Hung-chang was 
consulted on the matter and he sent down 
a special officer, who had had great experi- 
ence in dredgers, ‘This officer reached ‘I'ai- 
p‘ing Wan by sea ; and there changed into 
a small boat in which he came up to the 
neighbourhood of Mu-li ‘sui where he 
made a minute inspection, At Memorialist’s 
orders, he was accompanied by an officer 
to learu what kind of dredger would meet 
the case and this being ascertained, one 
such as was required was to be ordered, 
the cost of which is not extravagant |con- 
sidering how helpful it will be. 

Should the dredger prove thoroughly 
capable of clearing and deepening the 
channel, it will first be set to work in the 
mouth whence it will gradually dredge its 
way up the river. At the saine time, all 
the embankments be ow Tsav Pa will be 
built up in succession: this will, it is 
hoped, keep the water in the main channel, 
and in conjunction with the operations of 
the dredger, bring about the desired result. 
No estimate of the cost of the dredger can 
be given in advance ; but after it has been 
bought and is in action the Memorialist 
will further address the Throne on the 
subject. ‘he estimated cost of dredging 
the water ducts and clearing away the 
various alluvial deposits which it has been 
decided to deal with, will, exclusive of 
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work alrea:!y done,* be 297,000 odd taels. | 


Such is an outline of the project for 
dredging the formations i» the water ducts 
of the Lower River-and for deepening the 
estuary atits mouth. | 

As regards the resisting powers of the 
embankments, they cannot be considered 
unreliable, Formerly, owing to the banks 
having become broadened by the wash 
from the river, the river also hecame 
broadened and its waters moved out of the 
regular channel with the result that the 
silt deposits daily became higher, until the 
water rose to a level with the banks and 
the riparian population had to protect 
themselves by erecting embankments, 
Since however the number of men aud the 
resources available were not the same in 
different localities, the height and thick- 
hess of the embankments were not every- 
Where uniform, ‘The result was that when 
the lower and narrow embankments were 
carried away by the rush and wash of the 
water, the destruction of the higher and 
broader ones followed in their wake. 

It was considered at the time that the 
cause of these accidents was the exces- 
sive nerrowness of the river’s bed, aud 
men were thereupon set to work to con- 
struct dykes at some distance from the 
banks, the nearest distant seme 3 or 4 Li, 
the farthest distant some 5 or 6 li But as 
the country north of ‘Tai Shan becomes 
Lower the further it recedes, the damage 
cone to the distant dykes on the north side 
of the river was the mure serious, 

The Memorialist would here venture to 
remark that in building dykes a knowledge 
of the volume of water to be withstuod is 
essential: this known, it will be easy to 
fix such proportions for the river bed as 
will hold all the water; for when the bed 
is tuo narrow, overflowa ensue and when 
the bed is tov broad, alluvial deposits arise. 
This is a principle the infallibility of which 
is beyond doubt. : 

When the Yellow River pursued a 
southerly course its chanuel as it passed 
outside the walls of Hsii chou was the 
standard, but when its course was diverted 
northwards, its channel at North aud 
South Lo-k’ou, a place within the juris- 
diction of Li-ch‘éug Hsien, became the 
standard. The river bed outside the walls 
of Haiti Chou has long been dried up, and 
the saud has been so whirled abuut by the 





* “Work already done.” The Chinese 


characters for thie are RRA which 
some Chiuese Authorities explain as above, 
but others maintain mean ‘‘ exclusive of loss 
by assay aud light weight.” 
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wind as to obliterate all traces of the depth 
or capacity of the river; hence there are 
ho means of calculating what this used 
to be, 

The banks at North and South Lo K‘ou 
are 979 ft. apart; the plan of calculating 
the velumne of water by its equivalent in 
the cubical mud squares called ‘‘fang” (10 
feet square by 1 foot deep) has been that 
resorted to for taking the height of the 
river at various points when it has becone 
swollen by the summer rains. By this 
Means the average volume of water has 
been calculated to be equal to that of 
1,806 of these cubical mud squares. On 
this computation therefore, when the ex- 
pause of water dves not exceed 1,000 feet, 
both banks may be looked upon as firm 
enough for keeping the river in its bed. 

At present however the Upper and 
Lower waters of the river are broader than 
the channel at Lo K’ou by some 3,000 
or 4,000 ft. Hence it is at this moment 
imperative that the people’s dykes already 
existing should be made thicker and higher 
at their thinner and lower parts, that the 
windings and bends should be straight- 
ened, and also that more embankments 
be made or else supplementary ones con- 
structed behind the old ones, If these be 
gradually increased, then in course of time 
the works will be adequate tu resist the 
water. But if these works are abandoned 
and left unheeded, the condition of the 
thousands of villages adjacent to the banka 
will, in the future, be one of imminent 
liability to floods, a result that will surely 
not fulfil the intentions that exist of secu. 
ring immunity from disaster ! 

Again, 80 long as the river is excessively 
broad, its current flowing on without fixed 
boundaries and unable to be kept in the 
main chanuel, the 20 odd li of ‘broads’ 
on the south uf the river will never be free 
from calamity. Those of the more remote 
dykes which are situated at appropriate 
puints should also be repaired. , 

To speak uow of the need of not aban- 
doning either the Government or the peo- 
ple’s dykes, the one for the other. It 
appears that in the country off the north 
bank, extending from the east as far as 
Ch‘i-ho Hsien, the number of unsafe works 
during the summer rains was very large. 
This range of ‘‘distant” dykes which 
covers 204 li, requires repair, as do the 
people’s dykes, which in following the 
windings of the river, have a leugth of 
230 li. The situation of the remoter 
dykes below Ch‘i-bo Hsien is low and 
swampy and requires attention ; but it is 
impossible to tind enough of men and 
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money to attend to them and the peuple’s 
dykes at the same time. ‘he first duty 
therefore will be tu repair the whole of the 
people’s dykes over a distance of 342 li. 

The estimated cost of repairing the Goy- 
ernment dykes on the north bank, including 
the grant for repairing the people's dykes, 
is 531,200 odd taels, exclusive of work 
already existing. 

In the lower portion of the river below 
Li-chin Haien as far as ‘T'sao-pa Wei (or, the 
lower end of Tsao-pa) a distance of 96 li, 
the cost, exclusive of work already existing 
will be 65,800 odd taels. On the s uth 
bank, the remoter dykes, starting from 
Han-chia Lin in Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien and 
ending at. Mei-chia Chaang in Li-ch‘iu 
Hsien, a distance of 315 li, all call for 
immediate repair, The people’s dykes 
below and in the neighbourhood of Ch‘en- 
chia Chuang in Chang-ch‘ing Hsien, which, 
in consequence «f the breaches that have 
occurred at. Llo-wang Chuang, have, in the 
majority of cases, had their eastern and 
western banks swept away by the current 
and the dashing of the waves, cannot be 
repaired now, but must give way to more 
important works, Accordingly it has been 
decided to repair the whole of the people’s 
dykes lying between Fu Ho K‘ou in 
Ch‘ang-ch'ing Hsien and Ch‘éu ChiaChuang, 
a distance of 120 Ui. The estimated cust of 
repairing the Government dykes on the 
southern bank, including the grant for the 
people’s dykes, is 260 700 odd taels, 

Such is an outline ot the proposals for 
dealing with the Government and people's 
dykes aiong the north and south bauks of 
the Yellow River. 

Every year breaches are occurring in 
Shantung, and the special care taken vo 
repair them arose out of a desire to save 
tre population from inundation, However, 
as soon as one breach was repaired, another 
broke out, until before long the people 
became exhausted by their efforts; some- 
times months passed without a fresh breach, 
sometimes only several days. If this year’s 
breaches had all been repaired, it was 
highly probable that before next year’s 
rains and floods, other p'aces would have 
burst their banks. It was this considera- 
tion which prompted these thorough re- 
forms. 

The plan of draining off the water into 
the river T'u-hai, was really sugested by 
the tendency of the water to flow off in 
thatdirection. Those who have spoken on 
the subject say that if water is drained off 
from the Upper portion of the river, that in 
the Lower reaches will languish and banks 
will be formed. ‘True as this may be, yet 
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the dykes along both banks must be made 
secure ; the done, there will be no fear of 
their being carried away ; besides which, 
all need fur draining off the waters of the 
river will thus be obviated, and the river 
itself will become an important factor in 
removing the deposits. 

At present, the dykes slong both banks 
are nut strong ; when there is any rise in 
the water, they are carried away and dis- 
aster ensties ; so that some plan for drain- 
ing off the water is indispeusable, 

Reflection shews that there is after all 
a& vast difference between making openings 
for draining off the water and such aper- 
tures as are the result of overflows, for, in 
the latter case, the main current comes 
rushing on and finds exits by the side, 
after which the water as suddenly becomes 
sluggish, with the natural and inevitable 
result that obstructions are formed in the 
channel. In the former case, by gradually 
draining off the water in various directions 
at the time of the rains aud floods, just 
when the river is in full flow, there would 
be no apprehension about any trouble 
arising from obstructive deposita, 

Chin Fu-chen, a former Director General 
of the Yellow River, was renowned for his 
achievements, one of which is still extant 
in the shape of the old foundations of the 
pierced dyke up the river at Hsii chou. 

It should seem that at Ch'é.-chia Lin, 
Li-chia An and Chao Chuang, three places 
below Ch‘i-ho Haien, the river has four 
times burst its banks within three years, 
and that the villages in the tracts that were 
under water were swept away by the flood 
and nearly annihilated, Tue worst of the 
outbreaks occurred at Chao-chuany where 
there is a bead in the river, and it is for 
this reason that outbreaks have occurred 
in this locality for now a number of years, 
Much the better way accordingly will te 
to let the breaches at Chao-chuang alone 
and drain the water off into the ‘I'u- 
hai, They must however be gradually 
banked up, fer they may not be left open 
for ever. Later on, when the Government 
and people’s dykes have been repaired and 
made strong, and when the results sought 
for in the proposed employment of the 
estuary dedger for dredging the flats aud 
banks along the shores, for clearing out 
channels and for cutting away ledyes, shall 
have been realised, then will be the time 
to construct, in some specified spot about 
Chao Chuang, stone embankments with 
apertures through which to drain off the 
water, and to build up the breach at Chao 
Chuang. Still in letting the breach alone 
for the present, it is indiapensable that the 
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faces of the rent dyke should be bound up 
and made strong, aud that in the breach 
itself a row of stakes should be driven in to 
prevent the water from dashing agai: st the 
basement aud doing harm, and the wash 
of the stream from widening the entrance. 

Inu regard to the country north of 
Chao Chuang, by building large dykes 
paralled to the banks to reach as far 
as the T‘u-hai. the waters will be prevented 
from discharging themselves into Yi Ch ‘éng 
and the neighbourhood and swamping it. 

In the spring of this year, when breaches 
occurred at Wang-chia Chiiian and Yav- 
chia K‘ou, the villages were for the first 
time overwhelmed; but after they shall 
have been stopped up, tens of thousands of 
the natives will be able ayain to put in 
order their houses and fields and to devise 
some means of livelihood, The breaches 
at Ho-t‘ao. Ch‘iian on the southern bank 
must at once be severally filled up. In 
this way, the water flowing by Kwo-chia 
Chai will enter the lesser Ch‘ing river : 
thence passing by Chang-ch‘iu it will reach 
Lo-av and seven other Hsiens where it will 
enter the sea. There is only this about it, 
that in the vicinity of the sea, the land is 
somewhat elevated and dredging will be a 
bootless job. The result will be that it 
will be impossible for this vast volume of 
water to pass off. Hence the importance of 
banking up the breaches at Ho-t‘ao Ch ‘tian. 

It was originally intended to postpone 
the filling up of the breaches at Ho-wang 
Chuang, but after a consideration of the 
present state of the waters as they were 
seen by the Memorialist, it was decided 
that the breaches should be repaired, in 
the hops that the occupants of the scores 
of villages in the neighbourhood would 
return to their occupations, 

The total cost of draining off the water 
at the Chao-chuang breaches, of the ne- 
cessary repairs to the parallel dykes, of the 
embankments, and of driving in a row of 
stakes is estimated at 127,000 odd taels. 

The estimated cost of repairing the 
breaches at Wang-chia Ch‘iian and three 
other places, is 610,000 taels. Such is an 
outline of the proposals. regarding the 
breaches in both banks. 

The dykes along the T‘u-hai river have 
often formed the subject of representa- 
tions on the part of Hu Ming-t‘ai, the 
acting prefect of Wu-ting Fu. He observes 
that many a time, during the rains and 
floods, seven or eight out of every ten dykes 
erected at Hwui-win Hsien and extending 
over 86 li have been carried away, and that 
in the jurisdictions of Pin Chou and Chou- 
hwa Hsien, after the autumu, when the 
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water has subsided and the winter set in, 
mud-flats have always formed, and that it 
has been impossible to devise any scheme 
for banking up the dykes. . 

Moemorialist finds this year that of the 
overflow waters on the North bank of the 
Ye low River, the proportion that haa 
reached the ‘I'‘u-hai and found its way vid 
Liu chung Chén and (h‘én-chia Miao into 
the sea is 30% or 40%. The remainder 
has flown eastwards over the plain, submer- 
ging large tracts in Pin Chou, Hwai-min 
Hsien, Chan-hwa Hsien and Chi-yang Hsien. 

If to-day the dykes along the ‘I'‘u hai are 
not enlarged so as to restrais the water, 
and if the water is allowed to burst its 
banks and flow eastward for any length of 
time, everywhere there will be mud-flats, 
In this way as soon as the level of the 
Lower River is raised, the water in the 
Upper River will presently again overflow 
its banks, 

At present it has been decided that, on 
the northern bank, from the jurisdiction of 
Yii-ch‘éng Hsien to Shany-ho Hsien, a 
distance of 220 li, where the villages have 
never been under water aud the people 
have enough resources of their own, the 
local officiala shall, as they have before, 
call upon the gentry and people to make 
all haste to enlarge the dykes along thig 
section. Apart from this, at Hwai-min 
Hsien, Pin Chou, Chan-hwa Hsien and all 
places as far as the southern bank of the 
T‘u hai, which have for a succession of 
years been visited by floods and where the 
population is hampered in its resources, 
the bestowal of a grant to enable them to 
bank up their dykes will have to be con- 
sidered. 

In the sections of the Lower River, 
owing to the rain in summer and the ice in 
winter, manual labour is out of the ques- 
tion, The only way is to await opportuni- 
ties and to make good every foot as the 
work proceeds ; in this way the work will in 
time be finished. Shall the State then, for 
fear of the difficulties in the way, stand 
still and neglect the necessary underta- 
kings which vitally affect her ntereste? 

The estimated cost of the en terprise, 
including grants to the people for their 
dykes, but exclusive of existing work, is 
166,000 odd taels, The grants to the 
sections at Pin Chou which extend for 40 
li have already been provided for and 
amount, exclusive existing works, to 
34,500 odd taels. The dykes on the south 
bank above Pin Chou must wait until the 
various breaches iu the northern bank have 
been filled in, when they will again be 
considered. Such is an outline of the 





Ocr. 16—19.] 


proposals respecting the dykes along both 
banks of the ‘1’u-hai kiver. , 

Again, it was originally intended to 
broaden by 40ft. and to heighten by 6ft. 
the “main” dykes that called for repair ; 
but owing to the great expense, it has been 
thought better to proceed gradually with 
the undertaking and every year to make 
tepnirs. 

An account of the estimated necessary 
cost of the works counected with the dred- 
ging of the deposits in the water ducts, 
with the repairing of the Government and 
people’s dykes, and with the filling in of 
the breaches, has oeen drawn up item by 
item by the Memorialist after consulta- 
‘tion with the heads of the River Conser- 
vancy Bureau, and is now presented for 
inspection by ‘Their Majesties, The opera- 
tions which have been undertaken fora 
series of years in Shantung in connection 
with the Yellow River have left the pro- 
vincial treasury quite empty. The Memo- 
rialist hes been in consultation with the 
Provincial Treasurer and others for the 
application of the moneys intended for no 
very pressing objects to the urgent object 
in hand, but all that they can now con- 
tribute barely amounts to 280,000 taele, 
As for the rest of the money required, 
Memorialist can ouly pray for the issue of 
an Imperial mandate to the Board of Re- 
venue, calling on it to design sume way by 
which the amount shall be forthcoming and 
to send it on to Shautung, to enable him 
to proceed at once with the works, Other 
matters which have not been touched upon 
will in due course be presented. Memo- 
rialist now presents for the Sacred Glance 
of Their Majesties an account of expendi- 
ture connected with the proposed works 
on the Yellow River as also a map with 
the names of places marked on it. (For 
Decree, see Guzette of 6h October). 

October 17th.—The Governor of Honan 
reports the death of Wang Sung-ling, 
Financial Commissioner of Szechuen, at 
An-yang Hsien in the Honan province on 
his way to take up his appointment. 

October 18th.—A Sub-memorial from 
Yu Chih-k‘ai, acting Governor General of 
Szechuen. 


The Memorialist has further to report. 


that the following representation has been 
submitted to him by Ting T‘i-ch‘ang late 
Taotai in Shansi and son of the deceased 
Governor General Ting Pao-chéng, who 
has arrived in Szechuen to attend his 
fathers obsequies. 
He states that he was moved to tears of 
titude, as he humbly read the Imperial 
ecree directing the local authorities to 
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pay due attention to his father’s remains 
on their way to his place of domicile. This 
is situated in P‘ing-yiian Hsien in the Pre- 
fecture of Ta-ting in Kueichow, and it 
would naturally be his duty to take his 
father’s remains there for burial. His 
mother, however, who died while his father 
was Governor of Shantung, was buried in 
Chi-nan Fu, by special permission from the 
Throne, and subsequent to that, many in- 
terments of members of the family have 
taken place there ; amongst others two of his 
brothers who died in Peking and were sent 
to Chi-nan Fu for burial. If his father were 
taken to his place of domicile for interment 
it would be difficult, with the two cemeteries 
so far apart, to pay proper attention to 
both, while it would not be expedient to 
remove the remains of his mother who died 
fifteen years ago. Under these circum- 
stances he saw no alternative but to take 
his father’s remains to Chi-nan Fu and 
bury them with those of the other members 
of the family, and he begged tle Memoria- 
list to report the fact to the Throne and 
communicate it to the Board of Civil office, 
the Board of Ceremonies, and the authorities 
of his place of domicile, that it might be duly 
placed on record. He added that as officers 
undergoing their period of mourning are 
required by statute to report the date of 
their arrival at their place of domicile, and as 
there will now be no occasion for him to 
return to his native place, he proposes to 
report himself upon his arrival in Shantung 
as if it were his place of domicile. 

Rescript: We have taken cognisance. 

October 19th.—The Custodians of the 
Imperial Mansolea report that serious 
damage has been done to the buildings and 
outer walls of the various Eastern Mansolea 
by the heavy rains of the past summer, 
and they request that an Imperial Commis- 
sioner may be sent to inspect the buildings. 
Meanwhile it will be necessary to spend 
Tls. 20,000 &c. immediately, in urgent re- 
pairs, and as the memorialists have no 
special funds at hand to meet this call, 
they beg that the Governor-General at 
Chihli may be directed to furnish the money 
at once from any funds he may have in 
hand. Should His Majesty approve of this 
arrangement, the Memorialists will send an 
agent to the Financial Commissioner of 
Chihli to take delivery of the money.— 
Granted by Decree earlier issued. 

A Memorial is presented by the high 
authorities of Hupei, reporting the rehear- 
ing of an important case. 

Three years ago an Assistant Magistrate 
named Chang Fu-heng had been intrusted 
with the duty uf constructing an important 
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embankment, at a place called Chang-pi- 
k‘ow, which protected from inundation 
portions of the three districts of Ching- 
shan, T‘ien-men, and Chung-hsiang. The 
embankment was built in the form of a cre- 
scent behind an older one, which had been 
made forty years ago, and had fallen into a 
very dilapidated condition. When the work 
was done, Chang Fu-heng cut a channel 
through the old wall in order to allow the 
water to come up to the new one. In so 
doing he acted under the advice of a gentle- 


man of the locality named Wu Tao-yuan, © 


under whose immediate superintendence 
the work had been carried on. A few days 
afterwards a violent storm occurred, and 
the river water rushing through the open- 
ing which had been made, carried away 
both the old wall and the new, inundated 
the country and drowned seventy-six per- 
sons, men, women and children. Chang 
Fu-heng was committed for trial. The late 
Governor-General and Governor found that 
there was no law exactly covering his 
offence, but they discovered a statute by 
which a person is declared guilty of murder 
who intentionally cuts through an embank- 
ment and thereby causes any one to be 
drowned. This law they proposed to apply 
and accordingly sentenced the prisoner 
to death by decapitation. The Board of 
Punishments, to whom the point was re- 
ferred by the throne, reported that the pro- 
ceedings of the Hupei high authorities were 
very unsatisfactory. The statute which 
they quoted could not be applied unless the 
embankment had been cut through with 
malicious intent or in the desire of gain ; 
while they had decided that the prisoner 
had only committed an error of judgment 
and had acted under the belief that the 
admission of the water would streng- 
then the work. On the other hand, 
if such were the case, why did he not 
wait till the embankment had been in- 
spected by his superiors and their consent 
given to his proceedings? Also it appeared 
that he had persisted in his plan in spite of 
strenuous opposition from people on the 
spot ; and it was alleged that the embank- 
ment was badly constructed and was 
inferior in size to the old one. Till all 
these points were conclusively decided, it 
was impossible to pass sentence. The 
Board therefore begged that the case 
might be remitted to the present high 
authorities and a new trial held. 
Instructions having been sent accord- 
ingly to Hupei. Chang Fu-heng was 
brought to Han-yang for trial with his 
adviser Wu Tao-yuan, who had at first 
run away but had afterwards voluntarily 
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surrendered himself. As the general 
court-room at Han-yang had been pulled 
down, the venue was changed to Wuchang, 
where the prisoners were examined, first 
by the Prefect, then by the Commissioners 
and finally by the Memorialists themselves. 

As appeared from the evidence, the em- 
bankment was built at the cost of 6,000 
strings of cash, which were supplied from 
public funds. It was commenced in March 
1883 and finished two months later. Its 
completion having been reported, the Pre- 
fecture of An-lu Fu was instructed to in- 
spect it. Before he had done so, Chang 
Fu-heng consulted Wu Tao-yuan as to the 
best means of strengthening the work, and 
was advised to adopt a plan which had 
been found very efficacious in a previous 
case at Yang-t‘i-wan. This was.to cut a 
Vshaped passage in the old and outer wall, 
and introduce the water, so that it should 
flow gently along the foot of the new wall, 
which would thus be strengthened by the 
accumulation of silt. Serious remonstrances 
were made by persons connected with the 
works and others, but Chang Fu-sheng 
determined to be guided by the advice of 
Wu Tao-yuan, and as the season of the 
Summer freshets was at hand, he cut an 
opening without waiting for the sanction 
of his superiors, to whom he reported what 
he was doing. A few days later rain began 
to fall continuously, culminating: in a 
violent storm, in the course of which the 
embankments were swept away. 

The Memorialists considered it to be 
proved by the evidence before them and the 
account books which were produced, that 
the embankment was of proper size and 
well constructed, that the prisoners merely 
committed an error of judgment, that the 
haste with which the opening was made 
before an inspection had been held, was 
due to their desire to render the work 
secure before the arrival of the impending 
floods ; and it was not that they attempted 
to hide the traces of the badness of their 
work. Notwithstanding this, they could 
not escape blame for their carelessness and 
incompetency. It is laid down in the laws 
that where no statute bears on a particular 
offence, recourse must be had to one which 


.is applicable by analogy. Such a statute is 


that by which it is decreed that when 
any work is done not according to pat- | 
tern, the cost of the labour employed 
shall be treated as stolen money. Under 
this law the Memorialists sentenced Chang 
Fu-heng to 100 blows and three years 
banishment. Being an official, he should 
be sent to a military post station to expiate 
his offence. Wu Tao-yuan they sentenced 
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to receive 90 blows and two and a half 
year’s banishment. As the offences were 
committed before the Act of Grace of last 
year, and are not such as have been declared 
incapable of remission, they will conse- 
quently be subject to diminution. The 
Magistrate of Ching-shan was originally 
cashiered ; but having refunded the public 
money expended, and used great energy 
and spent money of his own in repairing 
the effects of the disaster, he has been 
allowed to resume his rank. The Prefect 
of the Department was degraded four 
steps ; but as he has since died, no further 
* notice need be taken of him, 

Resgript: Let the Board concerned 
consider and report. 

October 20th.—No documents of import- 
ance, 

October 21st.—{1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing receipt of a Memorial from the Grand 
Secretary Yén Ching-ming, who represents 
that his duties are so onerous that he fears, 
now that his leave is over, he will not be 
equal to the burden, and begs that he may 
be relieved of his more important functions. 

Yén Ching-ming having now recovered 
from his malady there is no occasion for him 
to vacate the office of Member of the Grand 
Council. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Honan reporting that he has held the usual 
periodical examinations of the ofticers under 
his jurisdiction who are required to submit 
to this ordeal. 

By an enactment of the Board of Civil 
Office, all officers of the grade of Prefect, 
Sub-prefect, Department or District Magis- 
trate who have attained that rank by pur- 
chase or merit through the grade of un- 
passed student or of student of the Imperial 
academy, together with all petty ofticials, 
are required to undergo examination. This 


examination has to be held irrespective of / 
the fact of whether or no they hold sub- 


stantive posts, are expectants of office, or 
are employed on special service. Prefects, 
Sub-prefects and Magistrates are tested by 
an essay and are further required to satisfy 
their examiners that they understand the 
principles of criminal law, taxation and all 


other administrative matters, after which | 


they are subjected to vivd voce interrogation 
with a view to guaging their capacity and 
classifying them accordingly. Petty offi- 
cials are tested with a proclamation or 
judicial verdict, and those who cannot 
understand the sense of these documents 
are required to write down their lié li, or 
official record of antecedents. Their hand- 
writing being tested, they are questioned 
as to the meaning of characters and their 
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capacity is guaged in the same manner 
as that of Prefects and Magistrates. 

In Honan, this examination used to be 
held once a year; but the Memorialist’s 
predecessor, with the sanction of the 
Throne, arranged for monthly examinations 
instead, with a six-monthly report to the 
Throne. 

The Financial Commissioner now reports 
that during the six months ended with the 
sixth moon of the present year, twenty-five 
officers altogether presented themselves for 
examination, who were duly and strictly 
examined by the Memorialist in the usual 
manner. The Sub-prefects and Magistrates 
gave evidence of understanding the written 
language as tested by means of an essay, 
but none of the petty officials were able to 
draw up a proclamation or judicial decision. 
They succeeded, however, in writing out 
their official record without mistake, and 
showed an intelligible knowledge of the 
characters when called upon to explain 
them verbally. The capacity of none of 
them was sufliciently indifferent to place 
them in the fourth grade, nor were there 
any too incapable to be classified at all, 
but on the other hand there was not one 
fit to be called first class. The following 
is the classification which has been awarded : 

Class 2. Sub-prefects, 1; Magistrates, 2 ; 
petty officials, 15. 

Class 3. Petty officials 7. 

A list of these officers has been duly 
forwarded to the Board. 

October 22nd.—(1) A Decree ordering 
2,000 piculs of rice to be supplied to the 
various charitable establishments at T‘ung 
Chow in view of the great amount of dis- 
tress that has been caused this year by 
inundations in the vicinity of that city. 

(2) A sub-Memorial from Liu Ming- 


4 
.ch‘uan, Governor of Formosa. 


Formosa has always been the producing 
ground of camphor and sulphur, the surrep- 
titious preparation and sale of which by 
the people has been the cause of constant 
fights and disturbances. Lin Wei-yiian, 
sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat 
now assisting in the subjugation of the 
aborigines, and the Tao-t‘ai Lin Chao-tung, 
have now therefore suggested that these 
commodities should come under official 
management and the profits be applied to 
supplementing the expenditure incurred in 
the pacification of the aborigines. 

The Memorialist would observe with re- 
ference to this proposal that as comphor 
had long been worked by Li Shan-én. 
Foreign Trade deputy and ex-expectant 
Prefect of Chékiang cashiered, in addition 
to his other duties, this deputy was called 
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upon to consider with Ting Ta-i, expectant 
Prefect, regulations for dealing with cam- 
phor and sulphur in order to reap the 
benefit of the natural products of the earth. 

In reply to this instruction they reported 
that the production of camphor in Japan 
has been very large of late, and that the 
value of camphor in Hongkong was falling 
day by day. If its production were placed 
under official management, a profit could 
be made of from two to three dollars a 
picul, the annual amount capable of pro- 
duction in Formosa being ten thousand 
piculs. . : 

Formosan sulphur, they said, was parti- 
cularly good. Some years ago, Shén Pao- 
chéng, late Governor-General at Nan- 
king, obtained His Majesty’s sanction to 
the removal of the restrictions upon its 
production and the preparation thereof 
for official use. It has been therefore 
dealt with under special rules for many 
years, each picul, the cost price of which 
is one dollar, being bought by the Govern- 
ment authorities for three dollars. The 
annual production is from six to seven 
thousand piculs, of which, however, only 
one thousand piculs is of first class quality 
and is all absorbed for Government use. 
The remaining three thousand odd piculs 
are simply lying useless and deteriorating 
as stocks accumulate, for the authorities 
will not use it and it cannot be exported 
so long as the prohibition against the com- 
modity as an article of trade is continued. 
Hence, not only is there a deplorable waste 
of money, but a very wide sale of it could 
be found, as over 10,000 piculs of sulphur are 
disposed of annually in Hongkong and sent 
to Nanking and Tientsin, where it 1s used in 
staining palm-leaf fans and straw hats, the 
steaming of cakes and the manufacture of 
fire crackers. Formosan sulphur being of ex- 
cellent quality, it is surreptitiously prepared 
and not unfrequently exported by dishonest 
people although home produced sulphur 
was not allowed to be exported, Japanese 
sulphur was allowed to be sold, while 
illicit preparation of home sulphur could 
not be put a stop to. If arrangements, 
therefore, were made for placing the trade 
under management, although the profits 
obtained would not be great, they would 
bring some slight addition to the funds for 
the pacification of the aborigines. 

In summarising the foregoing report, the 
Memorialist points out that by authori- 
sing the sale of camphor and sulphur by 
the authorities, and their export under 
certificate, an annual profit could be made 
of over $30,000 which could be gradually 
increased with increase of productior and 
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efficient management. He accordingly so- 
licits sanction to the adoption of the pro- 
posals made and prays that His Majesty 
will remove the prohibitions at present 
laid upon the sulphur trade. 

Rescript: Let it be as requested. The 
Board concerned will take cognisance. . 

(3) The Governor of Féng-t‘ien reports 
that the revenue derived from likin on salt 
in that province during the year ended 
June 29th 1886 was Taels 171,478.1.9.2. 

October 23rd.—A Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Foochow requesting 
permission for the time being to purchase 
foreign saltpetre for the annual require- 
ments of the military in the province of 
Fuhkien instead of buying it as heretofore 
in Shantung. 

He states that the two officers sent to 
Shantung to procure 237,512 catties of salt- 
petre, the amount required for 1886 at the 
various producing districts, have found it 
impossible to get supplies owing to the 
flooded condition of the country ; one of the 
officers moreover has had to send in his 
resignation in consequence of the death of 
a parent. 

There has been annual trouble and delay 
in the provision of this saltpetre from 
Shantung. Previous to the opening of Can- 
ton and Foochow to foreign trade, saltpetre 
had to be bought in Shantung as it was 
an absolute necessity for military require- 
ments, but after foreign trade was estab- 


lished, foreign ships used constantly to 


bring it, and so deficiencies from Shantung 
could be supplemented by purchases on 
the spot or in Hongkong. In view of the 
difficulties now experienced in finding salt- 
petre in Shantung and its high cost and 
inferior quality as compared with foreign 
quality and value, the Memorialist would 
suggest the expediency of purchasing the 
supply for 1887 from foreign sources. He 
therefore proposes not to send a second 
officer to replace the agent who has had to 
go into mourning, but to recall the deputy 
agent and to have the funds they took with 
them sent back after deduction of personal 
expenses. 

Rescript: The Board of Works will take 
cognisance. 

October 24th.—({1) A Decree : Yen Ching- 
ming makes an earnest appeal that We will 
relieve him of one of the two offices of 
Member of the Grand Council or President 
of the Board of Revenue in consequence of 
the infirmities under which he labours. 

Yen Ching-ming has always been earnest 
in his conduct of public business, patiently 
enduring trouble and unpopularity, and 
the Court is greatly reliant upon him. He 
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represents that he finds his energies in- 
sufficient, after his long illness, to attend 
to the two duties, and his language is so sup- 
- plicatory that wefeel bound to treat him with 

- some compassion. We permit him there- 
fore to relinquish the duties of Member of 
the Grand Council that he may give im- 
divided attention to the affairs of the Board. 
- He will, however, receive the gratuities to 
which he is entitled in the course of the 
year as if he were a Member of the Grand 
Council. 

(2) A Decree: Some time ago the 
Censor ’ Féng-ying and others denounced 
Ming-an, Captain General of the Guard’s 
Division, for having made inequitable 
selections for promotions to vacancies with 
the result that a hand to hand struggle 
occurred between his officers and men. 

We thereupon ordered Jui-lien, Briga- 
dier, and others to be consigned to the 
Board of Punishments for examination and 
called upon. Ming-an for a full explanation. 
In due course the latter reported that when 
the examination in feot archery was held 
foran appointment to the post of Lieutenant 
of the Guards Division, although Jui-lien 
hit the target once, he had too short a 
length of service for promotion, while Jui- 
pin never hit the target at all, and that 
neither a nominee nor nominee in reserve 
was proposed for the appointment. 

The Board of Punishments now report 
that they have ascertained the facts of 
this case and made their award. They 
have discovered that Jui-pin when present- 
ing himself as a candidate for a vacancy as 
Lieutenant in the Guard’s Division hit the 
target both on horseback and on foot, and 
being aggrieved at not being appointed he 
went in an abrupt manner into his supe- 
rior’s office and disputed the justice of his 
being passed over. He was not under the 
influence of drink nor did he act in a blust- 
ering and noisy manner. He none the 
less did not behave as he should have done 
and We therefore approve the sentence of 
eighty blows which has been awarded him. 
Jui-lien having already been cashiered 
may be exempted from further proceedings. 
Jui-pin has already lost his pay but will 
still have to undergo the punishment of 
the lash. 

The Lieutenants on duty have been 
guilty of grave dereliction of duty in 
struggling and fighting with Jui-lien and 
the others when they were guilty of in- 
subordination, instead of reporting them, 
and they will be consigned to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty. 

The was obviously the duty of Ming-an 
to act with fairness in making selections 
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for promotions to a vacacy, but he selected 
men according to his own fancy instead of 
upon their relative proficiency in archery. 
Further, when the matter was called atten- 
tion to by the Censor, and Ming-an was 
directed by Decree to explain, he stated 
that Jui-pin had not hit the target, and 
neglected to mention thatJui-lienand others 
had made the required number of hits. 
This prevarication is evidently attributable 
to a desire to pereen misdoings and gloss 
over facts. Ming-an will therefore be con- 
signed to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

(3) Féng-shan is appbinted Director of 
the Court of Imperial entertainment. 

(4) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that during the period commencing 
with the 25th of March 1886 and ending 
with the 1st of June, 451 officers and others 
contributed the total of Tls. 133,098.3.8 
towards the maritime defence fund in 
purchase of literary grades, feathers and 
Patents of rank. 

October 25th.—(1) The Governor of Hu- 
peh reports that he has despatched the 
fifth instalment of the subsidy due to Pek- 
ing from the lekin revenues of that province. 
The amount which Hupeh is called upon 
to contribute from its lekin revenue during 
1886 is Tls. 120,000. 

(2) The same officer reports in accordance 
with annual custom, that the horses em- 
ployed in government postal service through- 
out the province of Hupeh are up to the 
numerical standard are in good condition ; 
and are ready for work. He has forwarded 
to the Board of War bonds to the above 
effect from all the Department and District 
Magistrates in the province. 

These returns are forwarded in accord- 
ance with rules drawn up by the Board of 
War and promulgated by Imperial Decree 
in the year 1862. 

October 26:h.—(1) The Grand Secretary 
Yen Ching-mivg paid his respects upon 
recovery from his illness, 

(2) A Memoria! from the Governer of 
the New Domin'on. 

In a Memorial presented to His Majesty 
four years ago on the subject of the abolition 
of the Mahommedan ofticials in the various 
cities of the New Dominion, permission 
was requested for the bestowal of buttons 
of rank in accordance with their merits 
upon the Mahommedan scholars who were 
under education, In reply the Board stated 
that an application to their department for 
the bestowal of the buttons granted to 
students and graduates of the Imperial 
Academy and upon Mahommedan students 
who were able to recite oue of the Classical 
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Books and understood the Chinese language, 
would not be in conformity with rule on 
precedent, They decided therefore that it 
would be better to wait until these Mahom- 
medan studenis had attained a rough know- 
ledg~ of essay writing, after which a fixed 
number of degrees could be established and 
conferred on the students in the order of the 
merit of their compositions, Should it be 
considered that these students ought only 
to be required to study classical works aud 
recognise characters without proceeding to 
the study of composition, some other form 
of reward should be proposed by the Me- 
morialist. 

The question having been referred to 
his colleagues, the Literary Chancellor of 
Kansu wrote in due course to say that it 
had been the practice for along time to 
confer special degrees of Yi Shéng ({fpAh) 
upon certain candidates over and above 
those who passed for their degree. As 
the Board required that some other form 
than the one earlier proposed should be 
suggested for rewarding the Mahomedan 
students, he, the Literary Chancellor, 
would suggest that the title of Yi Shéug 
should be given them, and when Confucian 
schools were established, they should be 
called upon to act as ‘ posture makers” at 
the ceremonial observances. ‘I'he Governor- 
General, however, wrote to say that as 
this scheme could not be carried out with 
immediate success, he would suggest that 
it should not be further considered for 
three years to come, and that he would 
memorialise the ‘Throne in this sense. 

The Memorialist would now observe that 
the New Dominion is a distant frontier 
region occupied by ‘‘ turbaned Mussul- 
mans,” whose manners and customs are 
differents from those of the Chinese. Since 
the subjugation of this region it has been 
Conatituted a province of the empire, and if 
it be intended to bring the inhabitants of 
these distant parts under the same civilisa- 
tion as China, it can only be effectively 
done by the spread of education, Public 
schools were established some time ago in 
the various cities, and Mussulman children 
were selected for education therein, At the 
commencement the Mussulman population 
regarded the innovation with distrust, and 
were unwilling to avail themselves of the 
facilities offered, fancying that it was a 
means of getting service out of them, 
When, however, arrangements were sys- 
tematised by the Memorialist and duly 
carried out by the authorities, the chief 
feature of these arrangements being the 
adoption of Chinese dress and the in- 
troduction of the Chinese language, accom 
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panied by the study and exposition of the 
classics, stimulated by allowances to the 
most deserving scholars, a gradual tendenoy 
towards civilisation was manifested. Au 
inspection of the periodical examination 
papers sent in by the authorities showed a 
decided capability on the part of the 
scholars, and the country folk were bring- 
ing in their children and begging for their 
admission into the schools, It was at 
length proposed to ask for permission to 
give effect to the suggestions of the Lite- 
rary Chancellor above referred to, but as 
a suspicion was entertained that the speci- 
men papers sent in by the local authorities 
might have, been previously touched up by 
them, special officers were sent last autumn 
to the various cities of Kashgaria to hold 
personal examinations of the students. The 
reports sent in by these officers and the 
specimen papers forwarded by them being 
very satisfactory and confirmatory of the 
statements of the local officials, the authori- 
ties of each district were directed to select 
one or two students and send their names 
to the Literary Chancellor of Kansu for 
registration as Yi Shéng. When Confucian 
schools are hereafter established these Ys 
Shéng will act as ‘‘ posture makers” at the 
ceremonial observances, 

Tie Memorialiat hopes that His Majesty 
will senction this arrangement. Request 
granted by Rescript. 

October 27th. —The Governor of Kiang- 
su reports that he has despatehed to Shang- 
hai the survivors of the crew of a vessel 
that foundered while on a voyage from 
Siam to Shanghai, with a view to their 
being sent back to their native country, 

The Magistrate of the Tung-t‘ai District 
reported to him « short time since that six 
men in strange costume came to the dis- 
trict town on the 27th of Auyust without 
money or possessions. Two of them were 
natives of Kiungchow in Hainan and the 
other four were Siamese who, it appeared, 
had left their country with « cargo of pine 
wood for Shanghai. On the 15th of Auguat 
they encountered ‘a gale off a place they 
did vot kuow the name of, and the thirty 
eight people on board the vessel were all 
upset into the water while the cargo of 
wood floated away and was lost. These 
six persons clung to floating logs aud were 
drifted ashore, when they made fora yuard 
house and were saved, They begged that 


they might be sent to Shanghai and 
placed on board a vessel which would 
take them to their respective homes. This 


was the story told by the Hainan meu ; the 
Siamese not underatanding Chinese it was 
impossible to question them, The men 
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were duly lodged and provided with food 
and clothing, and effurts were made to re- 
cover the timber from the ship but there 
was none to be found. As the men declared 
that they could not stand the climate and 
were most urgent in their appeals to get 
off on their homeward jourvey, the Mayis- 
trate sent them to Yanychow from whence 
they were passed on to Soochow. They 
were there questioned by the Provincial 
Judge, who stated that the two men from 
Hainan asked to be sent to the Canton 
Guild at Shanghai from whence they would 
find their own way back. The four Siamese 
begged that they might he sent to the 
Hung-mao kung-so AL xz JR Bf, 4 Sailors’ 
home) at Shanghai, from whence they were 
prepared to find their own way back, 
The Judge stated that he had accord- 
ingly sent them under the charge of an 
officer to the ‘lavtai at Shanghai to be 
consigned by him to the Canton Guild and 
Hung mao-kung-so respectively. 

(2) ‘The high authorities at Canton sub- 
mit a fist of the names of the officers con- 
nected with the school of foreign languages 
in that city who have completed a further 
triennial period of service, and solicit the 
bestowal of rewards upon them. 

October 28th.—The Grand Secretaries 
O-lo-ho-pu, Yen Ching-ming and Eu-ch ug, 
and the Assistant Grand Secretary Chang 
Chih-wan are appointed Superintendents 
of the department organised for the revision 
of the ‘* Dynastic Institutes.” The deputy 
supervisors are Hsichén, Wéng ‘Tung-ho, 
Yon-hsii, Wu-la-hsi-ch‘ung-a, Lin-shu and 
P‘an Tsu-yin. 

October 29th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

October 30th.—(1) A sub-Memorial from 
the Imperial Residents in Tibet, 

The Memorislists would further observe 
that on the conclusion of the Bhutanese 
affair, the Chinese and Tibetan officers sent 
down by the Memorialists decided that in 
future the ruler and chief governors of that 
state must, on the occurrence of a vacancy, 
be recommended by the common consent 
of the peuple of the whole state, who would 
select some person who was pleasing to 
them and submit his name to the Tibetan 
Treasury Department, That Department 
in turn was to submit the name to the 
Resident in Tibet, who would designate 
such nomince for the post, the degradation 
or promotion of such officers without due 
authorisation being prohibited. Buttons 
of rank and the decoration of the feather 
were to te betowed upon these officers, 
which they were to be allowed to wear 
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upon their succession to the post in ques- 
tion and during the term of their incum- 
bency. A tablet recording the decision 
was likewise given to the dis)utants, 
which decision they were called upon to 
abide by and severally acquiesced in, giving 
bonds to that effect. 

The Memorialists’ agents having now ap- 
plied for the issue of a license to wear but- 
tons and feathers, the Memorialists have to 
observe that the application has for its 
object the bridling of a border people, and 
should consequently be acceded to. Licenses 
authorising the wearing of these bnttons 
and feathers have been accordingly sent 
to the Chinese and Tibetan agents of the 
Memorialists, with instructions to hand 
them to the officers in question, with autho- 
rity to wear the-e insignia upon succession 
to their posts and during their tenure of 
office. 

Rescript: Let the Yaméun concerned 
take cognisance. 

(Note.—The foregoing Memorial refers 
to the “settlement of the Bhutanese 
Affair.” This matter formed the subject 
of a separate report from the Imperial 
Residents in Tibet, which was published in 
the manuscript Peking Gazette of the 6th 
inst. The publication in the printed 
edition of a supplementary Memorial, 
evidently of subseyuent date to this report, 
seems to justify the inference that the 
detailed account of the manner in which 
the dispute between the Rajah and certain 
of the Governors of Bhutan was settled 
will not appear in the printed edition. 
As the report is one of some interest a 
translation is appended.) 

A Memorial from Sé-léng-0, Imperial 
Resident in Tibet, and Chunkang the as- 
sistant Resident, reporting the conclusion 
by emissaries of the Chinese and Tibetan 
Governments of an enquiry into the dis- 
pute between certain headmen of the State 
of Bhutan and the settlement of the matter 
at issue, whereby order has been restored 
on the frontier. Rewards on a liberal 
scale are further solicited for the officers 
who have baen specially energetic in con- 
cluding the arrangement come to. 

Some time ago the Memorialists report- 
ed to His Majesty that the head of the 
Pu-lu-k‘o-pa State(the Rajah of Bhutan) had 
presented a petition to the effect that cer- 
tain headmen of his State, to wit Chungsa 
Pén-lo, Pachu Pén-lo aud others, would 
not submit to his control, and that they 
had surrounded and attacked a stockade 
where the soldiers were quartered and had 
usurped certain lands. He requested there- 
fore that Chinese and Tibetan officers might 
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be sent to e-quire into the matter and take 
action Further, that Li Lien-k‘uei, cap- 
tain in charge of the Gyangszti Station, 
had reported that internal dissensions had 
broken out in the tribe or state in question, 
that its members were killing each other, 
and that a number of them had fled for 
refuge into Gyangtzii territory. The Me- 
morialists also stated that they had direct- 
ed one Liu Han-wén, a commissary of 
Ulterior Tibet, to hurry down to the fron- 
tier at Pa-k o-li (? Pari) with the Kalon 
Chahsitachieh acting under his orders, aud 
whatever force of Chinese and Tibetan 
troops they might deem necessary, and 
there summon both parties before them 
with a view to enquiry into and settlement 
of the case in a satisfactory manner, They 
were further to take active precautionary 
measures at Gyangszit and other places to 
prevent incursions being made in that 
territory and so preserve the integrity of 
the frontier, 

On the 16 h November 1885 this memorial 
was returned with an endorsement to the 
effect that the Grand Council had been 
honoured by the receipt of an Imperial 
Decree in the following words : 

6 We have taken cognisance, We hereby 
command the various officers concerned to 
take due measures for enquiring into and 
dealing with this matter which must be 
settled with promptitude and further trou- 
ble thereby prevented.” 

On receipt of this Decree a copy thereof 
was forthwith reverently transcribed and 
transmitted to the officers concerned for 
their information. In due course reports 
were received at different dates from 
Liu Han-wén, the Memorialist’s deputy, 
who stated that on his arrival at Gyang- 
eztt Tang-ch ‘i-j6n-ch ‘ing-tun-pu-to-chi, the 
head of the Bhutanese refugees who had 
fled into Tibetan territury, and others, 
presented a petition to the following 
effect :— 

‘*We your humble servants, in common 
with C bungsa Pénlo and Pachu Pénlo, were 
headmen or governors in our State and 
assisted our Ruler in the administration of 
affairs, The above-mentioned Pénlos, how- 
ever, became gradually disaffected aud re- 
fused to submit to the control of our 
Ruler, and in spite of repexted exhorta- 
tions and warnings on his part a feud 
eventually resulted which led to a design 
to assassinate our Ruler and ourselves 
and to make offer of the country to 
Pii-léng (the English) with a view of 
obtaining the Rule thereof, This having 
subsequently come to the knowledge of our 
Ruler and ourselves, they then proceeded, 
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with still greater temerity, to appeal to 
the force of arms, surrounding and attack- 
ing the stockade in which the troops of our 
Ruler were established and pillaging the 
domains of honest and law-abiding folk 
who suffered sore injury at their hands, 
Finding that our ruler was beleaguered in 
his stronghold, we went to his rescue with 
a number of people we had gathered toge- 
ther, but, alas! the enemy was too strong 
for us and we were defeated at their hands. 
Being thus left without other alternative, 
we filed with the «fflicted populace into 
‘Tibetan territory, taking temporary refuge 
there from our oppressors. From thence 
we intended to proceed to Tashilumpo and 
humbly wait upon His Excelle cy the 
Resident and His Holiness the Chilung 
Hut‘ukt‘u in charge of Tibetan affairs, and 
there tearfully recount all our misfortunes 
with a prayer that they would promptly 
despatch their powerful troops to rescue 
our Ruler and save the lives of his peo- 
le. 

The rest of their story agreed in the 
main with the complaint earlier submitted 
by the ruler of Bhutan, and the refugees who 
had accompanied these headmen also im: 
plored the Memorialists’ deputies with 
tears in their eyes as they knelt upon 
their knees to save their lives from des- 
truction, 

The Chinese deputy thereupon told the 
headman Tang-ch ‘ii jén-ch‘ing-t‘un-pu-to- 
chi and the others in positive terms that 
they must exercise the strictest control over 
the refugees whom they had brought with 
them and prevent them from causing the 
slightest disturbance, He further told 
them that they must remain on the fron- 
tier and await the enquiry and action that 
would be instituted, while they were 
treated with an exceptional measure of 
eleemosynary kindness in order to trane 
quillise their feelings, After consultation 
withthe KalonChahsitachieh, hesent orders 
by express messenger at the same time to 
Chungsa Péulo Pachu Pénlo and the others 
to lay down their arms at: once and preseut 
themselves before the Court of enquiry by 
agiven date, there awaiting an equitable 
decision of the question at issue, 

Tuis summons was repeated several times, 
but the barbarian governors not only re- 
fused to obey the suinmons, but had the 
audacity to assert that T‘aug-ch‘ti-jéu- 
ch‘ing-tun-pu-to-chi, and the rest were 
traitors to their country who had fled into 
Tibet and ought not to be given harbourage 
there, adding that if they were not soon 
given up. an armed force would be sent to 
take them. 
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This announcement‘so alarmed the popu- 
lation on the Tibetan frontier that they 
‘all fled in confusion, and the situation 
became so very alarming that the Memo- 
rialists were requested to despatch rein- 
forcemeuts to oppose the threatened ad- 
vance, 

Upon receipt of this application they 
directed the Treasury, or secular depart- 
ment of the Tibetan Government, to call 
upon the Taipéng, or Commandant, of 
Ulterior Tibet to advance to the frontier 
as fast as he could with all the Tibetan 
troops under his command and there await 
any disposition that might be made of his 
forces. Having further ascertained that a 
certain expectant official called Wang Cho- 
chang, who had served many years in Tibet, 
was a man of energy and daring, and was 
well versed in local matters, the Memo- 
rialists ordered him to go to the frontier 
and associate himself with Liu Han-wén 
asthe coadjutor of the latter in effecting 
the most speedy and satisfactory settle- 
ment that the situation might offer, enjoin- 
ing upon him the importance of not ailow- 
ing the matter to drag on indefinitely and 
thus create other complications, 

Further reports have now been received 
from Liu Han-wéu, Wang Cho-chang and 
the Kalon Chahsitachieh, to the effect that 
they have discovered that the prime mover 
in this émeute was the headman Pachu 
Pénlo, and that Chungsa Pénlo had merely 
been drayyed into the business by the 
former, Officers civil and military had been 
repeatedly sent to these persons with official 
summonses and orders to proclaim to them 
the mercy aud majesty of the Imperial 
Government, with the object of inducing 
and at the same time forcing them to come 
and appear before the court of enquiry and 
so break up their party. Chungsa Pézlo, 
hearing that Tibetan troops were being daily 
massed, and finding that the members cf his 
tribe were gradually separating from him, 
becume thoroughly alarmed and wanted to 
come and give in his allegiance, but Pachu 
Péulo, relying upon the extraneous aid 
which he expected from P‘i-léng (the Eng- 
lish), continued to be recalcitrant aud would 
not come forward. 

Under these circumstances, unless he was 
brought under the terrorisin of our troops 
and an advance was made into his territory 
with a view to enquiry aud action, it would 
have been absolutely impossible to get him 
to come under our influence. Moreover, 
the ruler of the State had appealed as a 
matter of urgency and had more than once 
asked for military assistance, so that it was 
not expediout to make the slightest display 
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of hesitancy and thus jeopardise the alle- 


giance which these people were ready to 
offer. Having, therefore, first made due 
provision for the safe-guarding of the 
frontier passes, Liu Gan-wén and his 
colleagues advanced with a selected force 
of the troops at their disposal, giving out 
that they were going to attack the fortified 
position taken up by Pachu Péulo and his 
party. They also sent certain officers by 
stealth to occupy a place called Chia-tang 
with some Tibetan troops, the number 
which they were to take being left to their 
discretion, and so cut off the retreat of 
Pachu Pénlo’s men to Pi-léug (British) 
territory. 

When Pachu Pénlo found that upon the 
entry of our men into his territory he was 
deserted by those who had been pressed 
into his service, some of whom ran away 
and others came towards our troops with 
their arms reversed (in token of submis- 
sion); when, in fact, he saw that the feel- 
ings of his following were divided, some 
preferring to take to flight and others to 
give in their allegiance, and that he him- 
self was unsupported and in a position of 
danger, he took refuge in his lair attended 
by the hundred or so of men who remained 
faithful to him and there established him- 
self. 


At this juncture the rulerof Bhutan had 
succeeded in getting out of the circle of his 
besiegers, whereby general confidence was 
further restored, He thereupon came with 
some of his picked men and added to the 
imposing nature of our force. After he had 
been beleaguered for over ten days, Pachu 
Péulo, conscious of the fact that he had 
been guilty of treasonable acts such as the 
law would not tolerate, and fearing the 
punishment that awaited him, proceeded 
to commit suicide, after which Chungsa 
Péulo came with the remainder of his 
followers into the Chinese camp and ten- 
dered his allegiance, pleading in piteous 
accents that his life might be spared. 


The Memorialists’ agents at first enlarged 
to him upon the crime he had commit- 
ted and made believe that they intend- 
ed to kill him, but afterwards they ac- 
cepted his sincere professions of repen- 
tance and decided to make an example of 
him by administering a beating to him. 
His following were similarly dispused of in 
various ways, and the officers then pru- 
ceeded to summon before them Ko-wa-sang- 
pu the ruler, and the headmen Tang-chii- 
jén-ch fing-t‘un-pu-to-chi, Wu-chien- wang- 
cl “i-chiang-pa-tun-lu and others, settling 
the matter in dispute between them in an 
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impartial manner after questioning them 
as to the origin of the quarrel. 

The enmity between them being thus 
completely set at rest, they were called 
upon to resume charge of their respective 
lands, aud to divide the administrative 
authority between them. Jt was further 
required that the fugitive Khutanese who 
had been outcasts for a lony time, during 
which the survivors had been reduced to a 
pitiable condition of distress, should all be 
taken back and duly and severally rein- 
stated. The ruler, headmen and others 
were one and ail satisfied with the arrange- 
ment and expressed their concurrence, 
declaring with one voice that from that 
time forward they were all ready to lay 
aside their previous enmities and to join 
heart and strength with Tibet in resisting 
P-léug, their protestations being most 
emphatic and sincere. 

Ko-wa-sang-pu, however, the Ruler of 
the State, made the following verbal repre- 
sentation to the Memorialists’ agents :— 

“‘T am,” he said, ‘‘a priest by origin, 
and the only thing I know how to do is to 
recite litanies and to worship Buddha. I 
am ignorant for the most part upon ques- 
tions of administration, and there is no 
denying the fact that the recent revolt 
caused by Pachu Péulo and the injuries he 
inflicted on the country were attributable 
to my inability to keep him under control. 
We were happily restored to life by the 
kindness of the Chinese and Tibetan 
officials, but I have come to the conclusion 
that I am already enfeebled by age and 
am not equal to the duties of my position, 
I am quite ready, therefore, to retire from 
the post of ruler in order to end my remain- 
ing years in peace.” 

‘The Memorialists’ agents, seeing that 
Ko-wa-sar.g-pu was over sixty yearsuf age 
and was, as he desc:ibed himself, an en- 
feebled man unfit for the duties of his 
position, granted his application to be 
allowed to retire, and called upon the 
Bhutanese headmen formally to elect an- 
other person who,was popular and respected, 
and to apply for his appointment to the 
post of ruler. They were further told 
that in the event of any vacancy in the 
post of ruler or headmen hereafter occur- 
ring, they would be permitted publicly to 
select a successor and to recommend him 
to the Tibetan Treasury department by 
whom the recommendation would be sub- 
mitted to the Imperial Resident in Tibet 
for confirmation ; they were not at liberty 
to set up such officers of their own motion 
and so usurp a prerogative [of the Resi- 
dent], in order that we (the Imperial 
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authorities) might Hold the power of re- 
tention or dismissal. To this they all gave 
their cordial assent, and they were sup- 
plied with certificates of settlement where- 
by the case was closed. 

The residents on the Tibetan frontier - 
who had fied on the alarm of trouble 
had now all returned and resumed their 
occupations, and the Bhutanese refugees 
had been treated with compassion and 
sent back to their places where they had 
been duly installed. The subsequent 
arrangements in connection with the re- 
storation of order had also been carried out, 
and everything being quiet on the frontier, 
the Tibetan troops had been recalled and 
sent back to their respective regiments. 
Lastly, bonds had been taken from the 
two parties to the dispute recording their 
acceptance of the decision awarded. ; 

The Memorialists have to observe with 
reference to the foregoing report that the 
state of Bhutan being contiguous on its 
outward edge with British territory and on 
its inner edge with Tibet, it forms a soreen 
or hedge upon the frontier to which, in 
effect, it stands in the position of the lips 
to the teeth, The recent action of Pachu 
Péulo, one of the chief of this barbarian 
people, in venturing to rebel against his 
ruler, surrounding and attacking the stook- 
ades in which the latter was established, 
plundering the people and creating com- 
motion ou the frontier, was insolent and 
seditious in the extreme, The Chinese and 
Tibetan officers deputed to act for the 
Memorialists, not fliuching from the danger 
which they ran, penetrated into the country 
and enquired into and dealt with the 
matter at issue, first releasing those who 
had been forced iuto the ranks of the 
insurgents and then pressing so close upon 
the retreat of the latter, that the arch traitor 
put an end to himself in dread of the 
punishment that awaited him, whereupon 
the remainder of his band were overawed, 
and submitted to orders. After this the 
two parties to the dispute were brought 
together, and were induced by the sincerity 
which characterised the action of the arbi- 
trators to set aside their animosity, Their - 
troubles were solaced, and the unfortunate 
people were all moved to grateful apprecia- 
tion of the favour shown them and respect 
for the power which exercised it ; coming as 
it were under the control of our bit and 
bridle. Their old quarrels having thus 
been laid at rest, the prying designs of 
grasping people were put a stop to, and it 
became possible to restore tranquillity and 
content upon the border lands and so 
strengthen our frontier line, 
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The Memorial concludes with a recom- 
mendation for the bestowal of rewards upon 
the officers by whose meritorious action 
the above results have been obtained, and 
announces that it is proposed to defray the 
expenses of this expedition out of Tibetan 
funds. 

October 3lst.—The whole of this day’s 
issue is occupied by three Memorials, the 
matter of which has already been sum- 
marised in earlior Decrees :— 

The first is from Ming-an, Captain-Gen- 
eral of the Guards Division, answering 
the charge brought against him of having 
caused an unseemly disturbance amongst 
his officers and men by favouritism in 
selecting officers for promotion. 

The second Memorial is from the Board 
of Punishments giving the history of the 
occurrence as ascertained from the actors 
who were put under examination. 

The third Memorial is from the Grand 

Secretary Yen Ching-ming, asking to be 
relieved of one of his two appointments of 
President of the Board of Revenue or 
Member of the Grand Oouncil. 
‘ November Ist.—Ming-an, Captain Gen- 
eral of the Guards Division, having been 
found by the Board of War to have ren- 
dered himself liable to dismissal, this 
penalty is commuted by an act of special 
clemency to deprival of three steps of rank 
and removal to another post. ‘The same 
decree confers upon him the rank of ofticer 
of the Guards of the third grade, and 
orders him to do duty at the Ch‘ien-ch‘ing 
gate of the Palace. 

November 2ud.—(1) By a special Decree 
of the Empress, Prince Kung is to have the 
double salary of an Imperial prince, which 
he used to draw, restored to him again, 

(2) In a separate Decree Pao-yiin, late 
Grand Secretary, who was forced to retire 
at the time of the disgrace of Prince Kung, 
is now allowed to retire on the rank of 
Grand eSecretary and to draw half the 
salary of that post. 

(3) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Governor-General 
at Foochow, reports that his attack of boils 
is. better and that he has, with some amount 
of effurt, resumed the full duties of his 
post at the expiration of the month’s 
respite which was granted him, 

(4) The Governor General Li Hung- 
chang applies fur the services of Shén Pao- 
ching, late provincial judge of Fuhkien, 
who was cashiered last year for timidity 
displayed during the French bombardment. 
He states that men of talent and experi- 
ence are much needed for the management 
of coast defence and admiralty matters and 
the conduct of foreign relations, Shéa 
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Pao-ching served in the naval brigade of 
the Memorialist for ten years previous to 
his appointment as Tao-t‘ai at Kiukiang in 
1872, and the Memorialist can testify to 
his moral qualities and abilities, and his ac- 
quaintance with military and foreign mat- 
ters. 

Request granted by Rescript. 

November 3rd.—With aun unimportant 
exception, the whole of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with a Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung reporting the details 
of the murder of seven members of a family 
called Sun who lived in a village near P‘u 
Chow in that province, ‘The Sun family, 
father and sons, were noted bullies and 
everyone feared and disliked them. One 
of their chief enemies was a man called 
Hsii Shou-jéu, whose father had not only 
been the viction of the Sun family’s op- 
pression, but his uncle also, who had been 
carried off by the Sun family and kept 
until he was ransomed, Hsii’s hatred of 
the Sun family was further intensified last 
autumn by his discovery that Sun Ta-wén, 
one of the sons, had committed adultery 
with his wife during his absence from 
home. ‘The scandal being one he was not 
auxious to publish, Hsii contented himself 
with venting his indignation upon his wife, 
and forbad her to frequent the Suns’ house 
or to be on visiting terms with them, 
The injunction was none the less diso- 
beyed, for one afternoon in February 
last Hsit came back to his house and 
found Sun Ta-wé : sitting in the room and 
joking with his wife. So angry was he 
with Sun that he tried to seize him, but 
Sun knocked him down with the butt of a 
revolver and made yood his escape. Hii 
determined to be avenged so he sought out 
another enewy of the Suns called Ma and 
proposed that they should kill the whole 
family. Ma consented, and they were 
joined by five others, all of whom had old 
scores to avenge, Having armed them- 
selves with iron spears afd swords, they 
went to Sun’s house in the dead of the 
vight, and having entered the door proceed- 
ed to curse Sun Ta-wén and his brothers, 
These two came out armed with guns, and 
the former fired at Hsiit and shot him in 
the leg and arm, They were then fallen 
upon by their assailants and so wounded 
that they fell to the ground. ‘The mother 
and father then came out and were served 
likewise, and the latter as he was rolli-g 
on the yround promised to pay Heit and 
his comrades out for their temerity when 
he got better. They determined that this 
should never be, so after consultation they 
proceeded to collect a lot of straw and to 
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burn the house withits woundedinmates. A 
blaze was soon made into whichthe wounded 
members of the Sun family were thrown, 
and as two of the grandchildren of the 
older couple were standing by crying and 
callling out at the sight of their elders 
being committed to the flames, they were 
thrown in also, and burnt todeath. There 
were other occupants of the house when it 
was set fire to, namely a married daughter 
of the Sun family who had come home to 
see her mother, and the wife of one of the 
sons, but these two women and a girl, the 
child of the latter, had taken refuge in an 
outhouse when the house was set on fire. 
Sun Chao-shih, the wife of one of the sons, 
came out from her hiding-place, however, 
and began to abuse Hsii and his comrades, 
and these, knowing that the woman had 
been forcibly abducted from her home and 
married by one of the Suns, thought she 
would be useful in bearing testimony to 
the depravity of the Sun family, if trouble 
should hereafter ensue, so they shouldered 
her and carried her off with them. She con- 
tinued none the less to be so abusive that 
they determined to get rid of her, and ac- 
cordingly buried her alive in a hole they 
dug for the purpose outside the village. 
They then went back to the house they 
had set on fire, and finding that the flames 
had died out, they put the bodies into 
coffius, swept up the calcined bones and 
threw them away, and threatened the 
surviving women of the household with 
their vengeance if they dared to divulge 
what happened. 

The crime none the less came to the 
knowledge of the authorities, and the 
women bore testimony against Heii and his 
confederates, who were duly arrested and 
tried and sentenced to the following penal- 
ties. 

Haiti Shou-jén, death by the slicing pro- 
cess. Ma Hsio-jan, his chief accomplice, 
summary decapitation. 

‘The remaindet of the principals or acces- 
sories to the crime have abscunded and 
will be dealt with when caught, 

November 4th.—The Superintendent of 
the Huai-an Customs submits a return of 
his receipts for the year ended June 12th, 
1886. 

‘his customs establishment with its 
brauches is rated at ‘Ils. 364,363, regular 
and surplus assessments, and the collection 
for the twelve months under review by the 
Memorialist aud his predecessor was Ts, 
51,525 or Ils, 312 838 short of the assessed 
amount. This does not include a duty on 
tea of Tls. 140,000 and Tis. 205 tonnage 
dueson junks levied atthe maritime branch. 
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These collections are not assesed at a yearly 
sum, but the amount raised is remitted. 

The enormous falling-off in the revenue 
of the Huai-an, and its offshoots, the Su- 
ch‘ien and maritime customs, is due, firstly, 
to the change of the Yellow River’s course 
and the use of transit passes by foreign 
merchants, and, next, to the difficulty of 
navigation that the river presents at Su- 
ch‘ien Kuan and its vicinity. 
rialist did all he could this year, by the con- 
struction of dams, to get the water to flow 
northwards and so admit of the passage of 
junks laden with beancake. These efforts 
were attended with a certain amount of suc- 
cess, but further impediments were met with 
above the customs, first by the shallow- 
ness of the water, and afterwards by an 
excess of water when the floods came. In 
proof, however, of the fact that his effurte 
to revive the junk trade have not been 
fruitless, he can point to a collection this 
year of T'ls. 51,500 odd against Tla. 41,000 
odd last year. 

November 5th.—(1) The superintendent 
of the Huai-an Customs reports that in 
obedience to commands conveyed through 
the supply department of the office of the 
Imperial Household, he had 1,000 penoils 
of different kinds and a certain quantity of 
paper made for the use of the palace, The 
coat of executing this order was Tls. 3,087.2 
which payment, iu accordance with custom, 
he requests permission to enter against his 
receipts, 

(2) The only other document of interest 
in this Gazette is a joint report from the 
Governor of the New Dominion, the 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansu, 
and the Literary Chancellor of the latter 
province, upon the subject of holding ex- 
aminations in the Chén-ti circuit in the 
New Dominion in which the town of 
Urumtsi is situated. 

They were informed some time ago by 
the Board of Ceremonies that, ineview of 
the abolition of the post of Governor of 
Urumtsi, the examinations which used to 
be conducted under his supervision should 
either be similarly conducted by the Gover- 
nor, or that the Literary Chancellor should 
visit Urumtsi in the course of his rounds 
and hold a regular examination there, 

The Memorialists are of opinion that the 
condition of education in the circuit in 
question is not sufficiently advanced, and 
the candidates are tvo few, to render a per- 
sonal visit to Urumtsi by the Literary 
Chancellor necessary, the more so that 
so long a journey would interfere with his 
duties inside the Wall. Uutil, therefore, 
the spread of education in the future 
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warrantala change, it is proposed to continue 
the arrangement that used to be adopted 
with the Governor of Urumtsi, substitu- 
ting the Governor of the New Dominion 
for that officer. By this arrangement the 
Literary Chancellor seuds under sealed 
cover to the Governor the subjects for 
essays, etc., previous to holding the re- 
gular examinations at Su-chou Fu, and 
the Governor returns the papers prepared 
by the candidates, who are examined 
under his supervision, to the Literary 
Chancellor. —Sauctioned by Rescript. 

November 6th.—A Memorial from Yen- 
hsii, President of the Board of Ceremonies 
and Chief Director of the Court of Sacri- 
ficial Worship. 

The Memorialist and his colleagues have 
the honour to report the receipt of an official 
communication from Ming-kuei, Director 
of the Grand Court of Revision and Chief 
ceremonial Usher, to the following effect :— 

** With respectful reference to the Decree 
of Her Majesty the Empress announcing 
that His Majesty will perform the Sacri- 
fice at the ‘temple of Heaven in person 
commencing with the next winter solstice, 
I would observe that all titular officers 
charged with functions in connection with 
this ceremonial are required to fulfil their 
respective duties with reverence aud at- 
tention. This obligation is specially in- 
cumbent upon myself, considering the great 
favours that I have received from His 
Majesty, and I should never venture to 
invent a pretext fur the evasion of the 
duties I am called upon to fulfil, I am 
afraid, however, to refrain from making a 
true declaration of certain facts, I have 
been a victim since the summer to a 
seriously overheated liver. aud have con- 
sequently taken an excessive quantity of 
covling medicine, which has so changed my 
voice that Iam incapable of chanting the 
order of ceremonial procedure. Even sup- 
posing that 1 did prepare myself for the 
duty by au effort, should any fault be 
committed by me, although the fact of 
my incurring a severe punishment is a 
matter of noimportance, as far asI myself am 
concerned, the consequences from a cere- 
monial point of view would be very serious, 
and I cannot on any account whatsovver 
venture to be reckless in my work. As it 
is permitted for ceremonial ushers to 
declare the fact when their voices have 
chauged, I have the honor to make the 
foregoing declaration and respectfully await 
enquiry and action.” 

The Memorialists have to state thata 
precedent exists for the application of 
Ming-kuei, a certain official performing 
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similar functions having been allowed to 
be relieved of his duties in the seventh 
year of Hsion Féng, in consequence of his 
voice not being in a satisfactory condition ; 
and they would now respectfully ask whe- 
ther Ming-kuei may not be allowed to 
retire from the duties of chief ceremonial 
usher, as there is no certainty that due 
reverence will be insured if he forces him- 
self to undertake his duties, 


By a separate Decree dated the 30th of 
November the request is refused, and 
Ming-kuei, who thoroughly understands 
ceremonial usages, is rebuked for laying 
himself open to the charge of shirking his 
duties by asklng to be relieved of them 
because he happens to be out of sorts. 

November 7th.—(1) Chou Té-jun, joint 
Commissioner for the delimitation of the 
Tongking frontier, and Ts‘en Yit-ying, 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kuei- 
chow, report the death from malarial 
fever of Yeh T‘ing-chiian, an expectant 
Tao-t‘ai of Chékiang, who was attached to 
their mission. ‘I'his officer served on two 
occasions as Magistrate of Shanghai some 
years ago, when he proved an efficient 
international agent, and in 1878, 1879 and 
1880 he was Superintendent of the China 
Merchants’ Co., during which time he did 
away with the system of presenting false 
returns of expenditure and secured to 
the company all the receipts that were 
taken. Being specially recommended for 
his ability and capacity by Hsii Ying- 
k‘uei, Vice-President of the Buard of 
Civil Office, he was presented at Court 
on the 27th of August 1885 and on 
the following day a Decree was issued 
ordering the Grand Council to record 
his name for employment. He was sub- 
sequently directed by His Majesty to ac- 
company the Memorialist Chou T'é jun on 
the Yiiunan section of the Tongking boun- 
dary commission, of which he proved a 
most active and useful member. After 
visiting many places along the Frontier 
and determining their positions, he went 
to a place called Lung-po on the Red River, 
where he caught malarial fever which grew 
daily worse in this distant place away from 
medicine and doctors, and he died on the 
22ud of September. 


The bestowal of the most liberal posthu- 
mous honours upon the deceased otticer 1s 
solicited and granted by Rescript. 


(2) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Manufactories at Hangchow reports the 
despatch of the final grand order for silk 
and satins for Palace and Board of RB 
venue use for the year 1885, 





The first instalment earlier forwarded 
consisted of :— 


280 pieces of silk, satin and crape for the 
palace. 
100 pieces of silk, satin and crape for the 
Board of Revenue. 
600 pieces of silk linings, 
200 catties of sewing silk. 
1,000 pieces of fine cotton cloth, 
80U pieces of satin, satin yauze and silk 
linings for Government use. 
The present instalment consists of :— 
245 pieces of silk, satin and crape for the 
palace. 
100 pieces of silk, satin and crape for 
Government use, 
470 pieces of silk linings. 
200 catties of sewing silk. 
1,000 pieces of fine cotton cloth. 
800 pieces of satin, satin gauze and silk 
linings for Government use. 


November 8th.—The Acting Governor 
of Anhui reports the robbery of some 
treasure from Kiangsi on its way to Peking 
under the following circumstances. Tho 
treasure in question amounted to Tis, 
50,000 odd, ‘ls. 30,000 of which was 
destined for the Board of Admiralty, and 
the remainder for the Board of Re- 
venue, the whole being packed in fifty- 
one of the logs in which treasure is 
conveyed from place to place. ‘Uhe oflicer 
in charge of the treasure arrived with a 
convoy at a place called Chang-ch‘iao Yi 
in the Ting-yiian District of Anhui on the 
27th of September last and put up for the 
night at au inu, His room was broken into 
in the middle of the night by a gang of 
twelve burglars, who managed to over- 
power the officer and the guard, and go: off 
with six cases of treasure. The slarm 
was immediately given, and the police 
succeeded in capturing five of the burglars 
and recovering ‘Ts. 3,500, leaving ‘Tis. 
2,500 still to be accounted for, It was 
ascertained on enquiry that the Mayis- 
trate of Ho-fei Hsien, the preceding staye 
to that at which the robbery occurred, had 
given due notice the previous day to the 
Magistrate of ‘Ting-yiian Hsien, the next 
stage, of the appreach of the treasure ana 
held a receipt to the effect that this notifi- 
cation had reached the Ting-yiian Magis- 
trate, He also sent the proper guard with 
the treasure, but the Ting-yiian Magistrate 
did not send a guard to meet the treasure 
upon arrival in his jurisdiction, wherein 
he was seriously to blame, and his activity 
in securing the capture of some of the 
robbers after the event doos not acyuit 
him of a serious dereliction of duty. 
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The law lays down that iu case of trea- 
sure being lost through carelessness while 
on its way from one place to another, the 
officer in charge thereof shall be cashiered. 
If the authority of the place at which the 
loss occurred has received due notice from 
the preceding staye that the treasure is com- 
ing, he is also to be cashiered but retained 
at his post. Further, when an officer in 
charge of treasure has applied for a guard 
and this treasure in his charge is lost while 
following the main road, the following shall 
be the manner in which the loss shall be 
made good : 

The local authorities, civil and military, 
are to pay 50 per cent. 

The high officer who made a careless 
selection of the escorting agent is to pay 
30 per cent The oftic-r in charge of the 
treasure is to pay 2U per cent. 

In conformity with the law above quot- 
ed, the Memorialist has to request that 
the Acting Magistrate of Ting-yiitan Haien 
may be cashiered but retained at his post, 
being given a certain time in which to 
capture the burglars at large, under pain of 
further penalties, and that the officer in 
charge of the treasure, an expectant Ma- 
gistrate of Kiangsi, may be cashiered. The 
fifty per cent of the loss due by the local 
authorities has been ordered to be paid by 
them with all promptitude, and the Guver- 
nor of Kiangsi has been written to to 
provide the remainder and send an officer 
to take charge of the treasure saved, This 
has been carefully stored pending the 
arrival of a fresh agent from the Governor 
of Kiangsi.—Request granted by Rescript. 

November 9:h,—(1) The Governor of 
the New Dominion applies for the issue of 
proper metal seals of oftice to the following 
officials iv his jurisdiction who have hitherto 
only been furnished with wooden ones :— 

Prefect of Ti-hua Fu. 

Magistrate of Ti-hua Hsien. 

Commissary of Records in Office of 
Financial Commissioner. 

Treasury-keeper under Financial Com- 
missioner. 

Treasury-keeper under factai of Ti-hua 
who has charge aiso of the Provincial 
Judge’s jail. : 

Treasury keepers for the Aksu and Kur- 
kara Usu Circuits, 

Sub-District Deputy Magistrates at the 
Mahommedan towns of P‘u-ch'é Chou, 
Aksu, Bukur and Ching-ho. 

Officer of Instruction, ‘Ti-hua Fu. 

Commissary of Records and Jail Warden 
Ti-hua Fu 

Correspondenc- Secretaries at Yingeshar, 
Ush, Kuché and Harashar. 
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Correspondence Secretary and Jail War- 
den of Malapashih. 

Sub-prefect of Kurkara Usu. 

Almanack Seal of the Board of Astrono- 
my. 

(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
applies for an extension for three months 
of the period within which the taxes 
leviable on salt for the year ending with 
the first of the sixth moon of 1886 have to 
be reported as duly gathered. Tuese taxes 
appear to amount in all to Tis. 377,209, 
but owing to the heavy rains of the present 
year, immense damage has been done to 
stocks and the salt merchants are unable 
to be up to time with their payments, 
crippled as they are in addition by the 
suspension of their trade last year during 
military operations. 

Request granted by Rescript, 

November 10th.—This day’s issue con- 
sists of three Memorials only, none of them 
being of an interesting nature. ‘The first 
consists of a series of charges brought by a 
Censor against various officers in hia native 
province whose irregularities have come to 
his ears. The second is a report on these 
charges by the Governor of Honan. The 
third Memorial is the decision come to by 
the Board of War as to the penalties that 
ought to be inflicted on Ming-an, Captain 
General of the Guards Division, and his 
subordinate officers, in connection with the 
disturbance recently caused by favouritism 
in the filling up of vacancies in that 
Division. (See Gazet'e of November 1st.) 


November 11th.—(1) Shao Yii-h-lien is 
appuinted Director of the Court of Sacri- 
ficial Worship. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor 
General at Canton submitting a statement 
of the monies received and spent in con- 
nection with the relief of the distress 
caused by the floods last year in Kuangsi. 

When the disastrous floods occurred last 
year in Kuangsi, the Memorialist obtained 
permission to apply ‘Tis, 10,000 of the 
Kuangtung ‘disaster fund” to me-t the 
immediate want of the sufferers in Kuang- 
si, and he borrowed in addition for the 
same purpose Tis. 20,000 from the Salt 
Commissioner, aud ‘I'ls. 10,000 from the 
Kuangtung Ottice of Reorganisation, snb- 


scriptions to the amount of ‘Ils, 10,000 | 


being raised at the same time. ‘Ihexe 
sums, amounting in all to ‘Ts. 50.000, 
were distributed by ayeuts who took tive 
different routes, as has already been re- 
ported to His Majesty. 

The fund was subsequently increased 
by the following contributions : 
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Tis. 
Subscriptions from Governor-Gen- 
eral and the officials of Kuangtung 25 370 
Contributions from Salt Merchants 20,000 


Drawn from contributions to 
Kuangtung relief fund ......... 2,960 
Subscription from a Taotai in Sze- 
chuen ......66 sestccetscsccseceeseseses 1,029 


Add previous contributions refer- 
FOd to ALDOVE ..scccscecsessecsessevee 10,000 





Total 59,359* 





This money was distributed in five 
directions by five parties, the total dispo- 
sed of being Ts. 46,894, leaving a balance 
of Tls 12,806. This balance was deposi- 
ted with the Reorganisation Office in 
Kuangsi, and subsequently employed in re- 
pairing the tracking paths along the river 
from Chao-ping Hsien to Pting-lo Heien, 
the estimated cost of which will be Tis, 
35,000, the deficit being made up by con- 
tributions from various sources. 


November 12th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Canton reporting the 
completion of the repairs to the dykes in 
six districts of the Canton and Chao-ch ‘ing 
Prefectures which were damaged by the 
floods of last year, 

Formerly accidents used to occur to the 
dykes in the above mentioned Prefectures 
at intervals of several years or scores of 
years, but for the last twenty years or 80 
they have been of alinost annual frequency, 
Last year more than a hundred and fifty 
breaches were made, the Districts of Kao- 
yao, Kao-ming, S-tt-hui, Ch‘ing-yiian, San- 
shut and Nan-hai suffering most. Inspect- 
ing parties having been sent in three 
different directions, they proceeded to un- 
dertake the necessary repairs after duly 
surveying the’ extent of the mischief done, 
aud the total expended by them in work, 
which is described in detail in the Memo- 
rial, amounted to Ts. 256 907. Ot this 
amount, Tls. 30,000 was represented by a 
fund raised by certain merchants who had 
subscribed the money for the repair of a 
vuild, but which, as reported last year to 
the Throne, was diverted from that object 
for the repair of embankments. ‘Ils. 59,500 
was obtained by fines levied on the clerks 
and runners of the Huang Chiang Customs 
station ; Tls. 4,300 were drawn from funds 
in hand th:t were collected for the relief 
of distress in Chihli ; ‘Ils. 15.247 were sent 
by Yen Tso-lien from the relief agency at 
Shanghai; Tis. 120,000 came from the likin 


* Note: the total given by the Memorialist is Tls. 
59,700 but this would appear frum the items to be an 
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on brokerages ; and Tls, 26,521 were con- 
tributed by officials. The above items 
madea total of Tis, 265,568, leaving adeficit 
of Tis, 1,339 which was made good from the 
Treasury of the Financial Commissioner. 
The loaus from the Chihli relief fund and 
the Financial Commissioner will be repaid 
as soon as possible. 

November 13th. —(1) The Governor 
General at Canton submits a return of the 
sums spent by him last year in affording 
relief in different ways to the sufferers by 
floods. He divides the relief so afforded 
under the following heads :— 

1.—Rice relief, which consisted in the 
distribution of rice purchased in Hongkong, 
or drawn from public stores. 

2.—Money relief, which consisted in the 
distribution of cash by agents, official or 
otherwise, of the Government. 

3.—Miscellaneous relief, which consisted 
in the purchase and distribution of biscuits 
and medicines, the construction of mat 
sheds for the homeless, the hiring of boats, 
supplying of coffins, etc. 

4.—House relief, which consisted in the 
issue of grants for the repair of houses. 

5.—Work relief. This latter term was 
applied to expenditure in aid of combined 
efforts on the part of officials and people to 
stop breaches and repair embankments in 
various ways, as well as to the support of 
the hungry people, and the suppression of 
bad characters. 

The following were the totals spent 
under each head as above enumerated ; 






Tis. 

Rice relief ......... sescecscecseesees O0,273.6.9 
Cash relief and Miscellaneous 

Tolief .....c...ssccecevcseccoees 5,738.9.9 
House relief ... soovee 2,140 0.4 
Work relief ..... sdcesevens sseseeeee 89,719.5.7 
Travelling expenses of agents; 

wages, etc. rabaa ai 9397.1 

Total Tis. 135,812 





Of the above, some Ts. 133,000 were 
derived from various funds in government 
hands (specified by the Memorialist), 
which were not items that would ap- 
pear in ordinary accounts, and the 
rest was made up by subscription. In 
accordance with sanction earlier given, 10 
detailed items of this expenditure are 
submitted, nor are the contributions by the 
Officials stated in detail, as they were not 
given with the idea of securing any reward. 

The above returns do not include sepa- 
rate and independent relief work under- 
taken by the toundling hospital at Canton. 
Atleast Tls. 100,000, contributed by officials, 
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and exclusive of other contributions, must 
have been distributed by this establishment, 


(2) The Governor of the New Dominion 
reports that the ‘'ao‘tai at Kashgar announ- 
ces the receipt of the usual tributary offer- 
ing of an ounce and a half of gold dust 
from Chuérh Ajah, chief of a certain tribe 
called K‘anjuti (? Kunjut) to the South of 
Sélek‘orh (? Sirikul). 

He has been given, in accordance with 
precedent, two pieces of wide satin, and 
the gold dust has been sent to the office of 
the Imperial Household. 

(See Gazette of May 3rd 1885, where the 
individual is spoken of as Chu-érh-a-ja.). 

November 14th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kiangsi reports his inability to resume the 
old practice of forwarding the tribute rice 
to Peking in kind this year, in accordance 
with the suggestion of the Board of Revenue. 
The Board’s memorial, with an Imperial 
Rescript appended thereto approving their 
suggestion, was duly communicated to the 
Financial Commissioner, who has now re- 
plied that, while fully alive to the import- 
auce from an Imperial point of view of 
filling the Metropolitan Granaries, and 
while admitting that the commutation of 
the grain subsidy due to Peking by a money 
payment was intended only as a temporary 
expedient, he reyrets his utter inability to 
comply with the Board’s praposals. The 
cummutation system has now been in force 
for over thirty years in Kiangsi, so long 
indeed, that a return tothe old system would 
practically amount to the introduction 
of anew one. The commutation rate was 
fixed so low, compared with that of Honan 
and other provinces, that it would makea 
serious difference to the people to have to 
resume payments in kind, not to mention 
the expense of transport entailed by so 
long a journey as from Kiangsi to Peking. 
It has to be added that not only has the 
province not yet recovered from the rebel- 
lion, but the crops have suffered sv much 
this year from disastrous weather that 
relief has had to be distributed in some 
places. In view of the above considerations, 
His Majesty is implored to forego iusistance 
upon the remission of the Kiaugsi tribute 
rice in kind, 

Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
take coguisance, 

(2) Ming-ch‘un, late Governor of Tar- 
bayat‘ai, reports that on the 2lst of Sep- 
tember last he gave over his svals of Office 
to Ch‘un-man, Commandant of the Oélut 
forces in Ili, who was nominated his 
acting successor. He proposes to leave 
for Peking and yo into retirement as 
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soon as he has been able to hand over the 
arms, munitions, etc., in his charge. 


November 15th.—(1) Ho Liang-chén 
(AB) is appointed Salt Commissioner 


of the Uh‘ang-lu area. 

(2) Shangh‘sien, who was appointed 
Assistant Resident in Tibet iu March last, 
is directed to remain in Peking and await 
other employment, one Shéngt‘ai (Bh), 
who was appointed Assistant Governor in 
Ili in 1881, being ‘nominated as his suc- 
cessor. 

(3) ‘The Governor-General at Nanking 
reports that during the years 1880 and 1881 
the sum of Tis, 223,176 was spent in various 
ways upon deepening and repairing the 
embankments of that portion of the Grand 
Canal which lies in the jurisdiction of 
Yang-chow. No reason is given for the 
delay in the submission of this return, 


(4) The same officer submits, under 
separate enclosure which is not published, a 
return of the sums collected by the Nanking 
likin department during the 11th year of 
Kuang Hsii. He apologises at some length 
for the decrease of revenue that these 
returns show, but says that he is convinced 
that the falling-off is not attributable ‘to 
the collectors, for he has kept on changing 
them when he found their receipts were 
small,-and the result has invariably been 
the same. 


’ The losses are attributable to various 
causes. 
rived first from grain, and in a lesser degree 
from miscellaneous goods, but of late years 
the foreign opium trade has become so 
flourishing that merchants have engaged in 
it more and more, with the result that the 
likin receipts on other commodities have 
fallen off. The grain trade, too, has 
further suffered by floods along the river 
which stopped the export by junk, what 
did go to Canton for relief purpuses being 
carried by steamer from Wuhu. 


(5) The same officer reports that the ex- 
penditure of the gunpowder manufactory 
at Nanking during the 11th year of Kuang- 
Haiti (1885) was Tis. 38,450. 


November 16th.—The Governor General 
at Nankiug reports that the total cost of 
the new machinery for guupowder manu- 
facture, (described in detail in his Memorial 
of October 3rd) together with the erection 
of the necessary buildings and so forth, 
was Tis. 89,276 which, in accordance with 
the rules laid down by the Buard, has to 
be accounted for in the following sums to 
the different Boards named :— 
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The likin receipts are mainly de- | 





Board of Revenue.......000. 01s. 11,627 
Board of War ...sesesecseose yy 10,022 
Board of Works......ssc0ce008 9, 67,626 


Total (with fractions) Tls. 89,276 








The Memorialist explains that the strict- 
est economy has been observed, but as 
almost all the materials have been pur- 
chased from abroad it has. been impossible 
to be tied down to the ordinary rules of 
purchase. 

Specifications and statements of amounts 
have been forwarded by the Memorialist to 
the Tsung-li Yaméu and the Boards of 
Revenue, War and Works respectively. 


(2) The same officer submits the following 
returns of expenditure in connection with 
various telegraphic establishments in his 
jurisdiction. Tis. 
Nanking, Chinkiang and Asia-kuan 

establishments from June 1884 till 

May 1885 when they were amalga- 

mated with company’s lines ...... 
Telegraph department in Viceroy’s 

Yaméu and the branches in Nan- 

king and at Woosung from June 

1884 to June 1886.......cscesceseeves O,00L 
Office for receipt and transmission 

of despatches from 21st of May 

1884, the date of its establish- 

ment, tu June (2? 1885)...........e006 
The foreign school from June 1884 

to JUNE 1886 ....cecseve.ceesscreeevevee 4,412 


3,459 


951 





Total (with fractions) Tls, 14,375 





Detailed returns have been sent to the 
Board of Revenue and the T'sung-li Yamén. 

(3) The Governor-General at Nanking 
reports his return from his tour of military 
inspection. The following are the places 
he visited and the dates at which he was 
there. He commenced with Nanking, 
the inspection beginning on the 14th of 
September ; Yang-chow, September 18th ; 
Ch‘ing-chiang, September 23rd ; (consulta- 
tion with Director General of Grain Trans- 
port on improvement of Grand Canal) Heii- 
chou, September 29th ; Chinkiang, October 
6th ; Ch‘ang-chou, October 8th ; Soochow, 
October 13th ; (consultation with Governor 
on measures for prevention of salt smuggling 
and robbery with violence). Sung-kiang, 
October 16th; Shanghai, October 17th ; 
Woosung, October 18th (Review of the 
squadron under Admiral Li Ch‘éng-mow 
with torpedo practice. 

The Memorialist expresses his general 
approval of the various regiments, pvsts, 
etc., inspected by him, a decided improve- 


166 





ment having been manifested since the 
date of his last inspection. 

November 17th.—(1) K‘uei-fu is appoin- 
ted Military Assistant Governor Comman- 
ding at K‘obdo. 

(2) T‘an Chung-lin, Governor-General of 
Shensi and Kansu, who has applied for 
permission to retire on the ground of ill- 
health, is given two months’ respite from 
his official duties. 

(3) ‘The Officers and men of the Banner 
Corps and Green Standard regiments serv- 
ing in Peking are given the usual winter 
allowance of an extra half-month’s pay and 
rations. 

(4) A similar grant of half a month’s 
pay and rations is given to the unemployed 
mombora of the Imperial clan, direct and 
collateral, in addition to the usual extra 
grant of one month’s pay and rations, 

(6) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansu. 

The Memorialist begs to report the receipt 
of a representation from the Yaméu of 
the Imperial Agent at Hai-ning stating 
that a petition has been presented by Li 
Ssii-té, a Dzassak Lama, or Superior of the 
temple in Peking known as the Sung-chu 
Ssit, to the following effect :-— 

“Some time ago the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency reported to His Majesty the 
wish of our Preceptor, the Re-embodiment 
of the Chang-chia Hut‘ukt‘u, to come to 
Peking and gaze upon the Heavenly coun- 
tenance, and a Decree was received sanc- 
tioning hia visit. I and those with me 
accordingly left Peking for Hsi-ning to 
meet the Re-embodiment of the Chang- 
chia Hut‘ukt‘u, arriving there on the 2nd 
of October. We are leaving for the Capital 
on the 27th of October for the purpose of 
gazing on the Heavenly countenance and 
returning thanks for the Heavenly bounty, 
and wish to send in advance an offering to 
Her Majesty the Empress Dowager of our 
image of the Buddha of Longevity and one 
Hata, with a similar offering for His Ma- 
jesty, and we humbly beg that the fact 
may be reported to His Majesty through 
the proper channel.” 

As the Memorialist has control at pre- 
sent of the affairs of the office of the 
Imperial agent at Hai-ning, he has had the 
Buddhas packed iu an additional outer 
case and sent to the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency for presentation, 

November 18th.—(1) A decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a report from the 
Governor General of Shensi and Kansu with 
regard to a dispute between the Brigade 
General at Su-chou Fu and one of his 
Majors in consequence of which they both 
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appealed to their superior and made mutual 
recrimiuations. The enquiry has shown: 
that no one is seriously to blame, the Gee 
neral having only put men to duties which 
they should not have been told off to. For 
this act of petty deceit, as it is called, ho is 
to vacate his post and be sent to Peking to 
be presented for inspection at Court. The 
Acting Major who had a quarrel with his 
General on a difference of opinion, having 
lust his acting appointement is sufficiently 
punished, but the Governor General is to 
keep his eye upon this officer, A seound 
Major who did not oppose the employment 
of his men by the General in an irregular 
manner, and neglected at once to fill up 
gaps in the ranks caused by the weeding 
out of ineffectives, is to lose his place and 
be appointed to another post. 

(2) The post of Brigade General in Su- 
chow vacated in virtue of the foregoing 
decree is bestowed upon Liu T‘ai-ho (‘wm 


# fa). 

(3) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports the transmission of a second inetal- 
ment of the duties upon tea, the land tax 
and other sources due to Peking for the 
present year, 4 

The above subsidies have been fixed by 
the Board of Revenue at the following 


amounts :— 
Tis. 

eA AULICS .......crrersrcssseerceree 57,000 
For the Board of Revenue from 

CittO .cosecccesccreerrccccsscseresescsses 200,000 
From land tax general subsidy ... 200,000 
Contribution from customs and 

LUKin .eecsereereresescesvesesseeseeessese 100,000 
For military expenditure on the 

FrONbCr s.cerecesceccccrerescssccorere 140,000 
For North-east frontier defence ... 80,000 


Total 770,000 


(4) Ia a memorial from the Governor- 
General at Foochow reporting the repair 
of the walls of a certain District town by 
public subscription, a Magistrate is refer- 
red to who bears the curious name of Mr, 


eighty four (A+ a). 

November 19th,—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledying the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Governor General Li Hung-chang report- 
ing that the embankments of the Yellow 
River in the ‘Tung-ming District have 
safely withstood the dangers of the autumn 
freshets, His Majesty expresses sincere 
gratitude to the protecting deity to whose 
silent aid this immunity from constantly 
impending dangers is due, aud directs 


For the Imperial Household, from 
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that ten sticks of Tibetan incense be 
sent to Li Hung-chang to be reverently 
offered by the Tao-t‘ai Chang Shao-hua, in 
three temples to the river god. Three 
Tao-t‘ais whose efforts have contributed to 
this immunity from disaster are to be com- 
mitted to the Board for the bestowal of 
rewards on a liberal scale. 

(2) The Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang reports that Li Pang-chén, Salt Oom- 
missioner of the Ch‘ang-iu area in Chihli, 
has been obliged to go into mourning for 
his father. The Memorialist proposes to 
appoint Chou Fu, Customs Tao-t‘ai at ‘Tien- 
tain to theacting vacancy, the place of Chou- 
Fu being filled meanwhile by Liu Ju-i 

) a Tao-t‘ai ou the expectant list. 

(3) The same officer applies for sanction 
to invite contributions to the Chihli distress 
relief fund by the promise of recommend- 
ing the subscribers of given amounts to 
the Throne for the bestowal of patents of 
brevets rank, degrees etc., the scale to be 
adopted being that iu force in Shantung, 
The Memorialist mentions that the Gover- 
nor-General at Nanking and Hankow and 
the Governor of Kiangsu have raised and 
sent him contributions, their names head- 
ing the respective lists of subscribers, and 
Heieh Chia-fu, Shih Shan-ch‘ang and other 
gentry from Kiangsu and Chékiang have 
also collected money and sent it by the 
hand of a special agent who has made a 
house to hquse distribution, 

November 20th.—In a long Memorial 
from the Governor of Kirin, which occu- 
pies the greater portion of this day’s issue, 
giving returns of cart hire expended in the 
conveyance of troops and military stores by 
the perfect of Kirin and tho sub-prefect of 
Petuné, the Memorialist statos that the 
Government price paid for cact hire in 
those districts is two thousand cash for 
every hundred Ui, with oue thousand cash 
detention money amd one thousand cash 
for the return journey. 

In a Memorial from the Governor-Ge- 
neral of the Hu Kuang provinces explana- 
tory of certain sums forwarded from Hunan 
which were raised as contributions for 
Marine defence and were transmitted to 
the Admiralty Department, reference is 
made to a request from that Department, 
sanctioned by Decree, for permission to 

November 21st.—(1) A Decree directing 
the Imperial College of Inscriptions to pre- 
pare tablets for suspension in the temples 
to the tutelary gods at Soochow, Chang- 
chou Haien, Yiian-ho Hsien and Wu Hsien 
in Kiangsu, these deities having manifested 
their divine powers when appealed to in 
seasous of drought or flood. 
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(2) P‘an Wei, Acting Governor of Kuei- 
chow, is given the substantive appointment 
to that post. 

(3) Imperial tablets are also granted for 
five temples in the District of Pao-shan in 
Kiangsu, the deities of which have exercised 
a protecting influence over the sea wall in 
that District, 

(4) The Governor of Kirin submits the 
following returns of duties collected on 
cultivated ginseng and medicinal herbs in 
that province from November 1880 to the 
end of the eleventh year of Kuang Heit 
(1885). From the sums given, fifteen per 
cent has already been deducted for coat of 
collection. 

Strings of Cash, 
Collection for 3 months in 1880 ... 9,120 
a5 1881.....cecccsceeseereee 23,039 


ps | > ERR ATR . 16,411 
Se. ABBSicccihcecaarséanivncl Oster 
cy. VERBMS ccssssecsveseiatioe LORE 
1) W885 ssseseessveveseseee 15,304 





Total with fractions... 87,381 





(5) The same officer reports that his 
agents have succeeded in collecting this 
year for the use of the Palace eight large 
roots and twelve medium sized roots of 
wild ginseng, weighing in all 9 ounces and 
ahalf. The cost of procuring these roota 
was Ts, 2,185. 

November 22nd.—A Memorial from the 
members of the Grand Council respectfully 
laying before Her Majesty certain articles 
which they have framed in obedience to 
the Imperial Command. 


The Memorialists would humbly remark 
with reference to the administration of the 
government by His Majesty the Emperor 
under the direction of Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager which will commence in 
the first moon of next year, that the Grand 
Secretariat and other offices have presented 
joint Memorials soliciting the Imperial 
Commands, and the Memorialists have also 
brought to the notice of Her Majesty a 
copy of the articles framed for use upon a 
previous occasion. These documents were 
ordered by Her Majesty to be duly re- 
turned, and the Memorialists were further 
verbally instructed to draw up and submit 
fresh articles describing which usages should 
at once be restored, which should be tem- 
porarily postponed and which should be 
made subject to modification. They have 
now accordingly the honour to lay before 
Her Majesty a number of separate articlos 
which they have prepared after the most 
careful enquiry into each matter. 


1 


1.—In the present year the visit of His 
Majesty in person to the Hastern Mausolea 
and his personal performance of sacrificial 
rites at the Temple of Heaven were both 
made the subject of Special Decrees. It 
is now proposed that in future Special 
Decrees shall be issued before the perform- 
ance of the ceremonies known as_ the 
Imperial visit to. the Academy of Litera- 
ture, the Cultivation of the Soil and the 
Classical Lecture ; also before the transac- 
tion of any official business at the Palace 
Gate. 

2.—Whenever the season arrives for the 
performance of sacrificial rites of the second 
or third class, in accordance with ancient 
custom, the Department concerned will 
enquire whether His Majesty will be pre- 
sent in person or by deputy. 

3.—It will be'the duty of the Board of 
Ceremonies, in conjunction with the other 
departments concerned, according to ancient 
custom, to request instructions as to such 
matters as the performance of obeisances, 
the receipt of congratulations, and the giving 
of banquets on the great occasions of the 
Birthdays of Her Majesty or His Majesty, 
of tie New Year, of Winter Solistice and 
of the Palace Examinations, 

4.—Whenever Her Majesty is present to 
give instructions at the time when persons 
are summoned to audience or presented to 
His Majesty, it is proposed that, as has 
been arranged by the Board of Ceremonies, 
a gauze curtain shall be suspended as a 
screen. 

5.—It is proposed that complimentary 
Memorials addressed to Her Majesty or 
His Majesty by Metropolitan or Provincial 
officers shall all be prepared in accordance 
with the present form. Ordinary Memo- 
rials shall also be written as at present. 

6.—Of late years the Departments of 
State have adopted the plan of inspecting 
certain candidates for appointments and 
then sending to His Majesty a list of their 
names with the request that instructions 
may be issued, In future it is proposed 
that auch persons, and others who have 
temporarily beeu excluded from the pre- 
sence of His Majesty, shall all alike be 
presented at Court, after which the com- 
mands of Her Majesty will be reverently 
awaited, ‘he lists will be made out in 
accordance with present rules. 

7 —It is the law that the themes for the 
essays iu the Provincial and Metropolitan 
and other Examinations shall be chosen by 
His Majesty the Emperor. It is therefore 
proposed that the Grand Council shall send 
in the books as of old, when Her Majesty 
will select the leaf and page, after 
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which His Majesty will be requested to . 
name the themes. These will then be 
submitted to Her Majesty who will give 
them forth. No application will be made 
in future for the appointment of officers to 
suggest themes. The subjects for the 
various examinations in interpreting will 
still be arranged by the Hamlin. officers of 
the College of Iuscriptions. In the Mongol 
examinations and the examinstions for 
Secretaryships, the subjects for interpreta- 
tion will, in accordance with the law, be 
chosen by the Council and submitted for 
approval. 

8.—In the case of Memorials from all 
classes of officials which may require a 
Rescript, it is proposed that His Majesty 
be requested to inscribe his reply with the 
Vermilion pen, after which the Memorials 
will be submitted to Her Majesty who will 
send them forth, 

9.—At the Palace military examinations 
itis the old law that the Board of War 
should pray His Majesty to watch the 
proceedings in person, It is now proposed 
that when the time arrives a Decree shall 
be asked for, . 

10.—When.the Board of war applies for 
the appointment of High Officers as ‘‘In- 
spectors of Forts,” by old law it should 
furnish a large tablet written with Manchu 
characters and red-topped and green-top- 
ped slips, all which are sent to His Majesty, 
who makes the nomination, Also, when 
the Bannermen practise blowing the sea- 
couch, it is the old usage that a report 
should be made to His Majesty in the 
Manchu language on a large tablet. It is 
proposed that in these matters the present 
procedure should temporarily be main- 
tained, 

11.—It is proposed that the existing 
arrangements for confirming sentences of 
death shall be temporarily retained. 

The Memorialists respectfully await the 
instructions of Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager and of His Majesty with reference 
to the above articles. ‘lhey will reverent- 
ly and carefully follow those instructions 
and will communicate them to the Metropo- 
litan and Provincial officers concerned, 
who will render similar obedience. 

Rescript of Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager :— 

‘* Let it be as proposed.” 

November 23rd.—(1) A memorial from 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor of the New Do- 
minion, submitting an explanation of cer- 
tain large items in the accounts of expen- 
diture incurred beyond the Wall during 
the years 1881 and 1882. These accounts 
having been sent in to the Board of 
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Revenue, that department has objected to 
pass the items in question and has called 
for an explanation of others. 

It would appear from the Memorialist’s 
statement that the expenditure for the two 
years in question was Tls. 7,600,000 and 
upwards, of which amount ‘I'ls. 1,400,000 
represented money owing as pay to the 
troops during 1831 and 1882. ‘This left a 
balance of 'I'ls. 6,200,000. which had further 
to be reduced to T1s. 5,600,000 to allow for 
expenditure on account of rations and 
fodder to certain divisions, leaving an 
actual expenditure to be passed of ‘I's. 
5,600,000 odd. Of this sum the Boards of 
War and Works had to pass Tls. 900 000 
odd, leaving the sum of Tls. 4,712.261 to 
be passed by Board of Revenue. Of this 
sum the Board disallowed Ts. 201,128, 
aud called for further explanations with 
rega'd to a sum of Tis, 41,738, passing 
only ‘Tis. 4,469,394. 

The sum of Tis, 41,738, with regard to 
which further explanations are required, is 
a matter which concerns the Governor 
General of Shensi and Kansu, 

The Memorialist then proceeds to give 
certain explanations with regard toa wum- 
ber of items, which are not intelligible in 
the absence of the queries put by the 
Board, and after referring to the poverty 
of the country beyond the Wall and the 
consequent necessity of making concessions 
in the matter of payments which are not 
allowed to troops serving in more civilised 
regions, he concludes with a request that 
the Board may be called upon to pass the 
accounts as they stand. 

Rescript: Let the Board concerned take 
cognisance. 

(2) Hai-hsii, late Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Canton, reports that he gave over 
charge to his successor on the 26th of July, 
his accounts being made up to the 25th. 

November 24th.—(1) The Governor- 
General and Governor of Hupeh report 
that the China Merchants’ Co, have an- 
nounced to them the purchase and delivery 
by that Company at T‘ung Chow of 30,000 
piculs of rice, representing the winter in- 
stalmenut from that Province of the tribute 
grain due on last year’s growth to Peking. 
The total amount purchased by the Com- 
pany was 32 917 piculs, the 2,917 piculs 
representing waste allowance in trunsitu 
and allowance to boatmen between Tieutsin 
and Tung Chow, 

(2) The Governor and Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Ch‘ahar request permission to 
release three ex-offiicers who have served 
their three years’ term of bauisnment on 








in tothe Board of War the sum of Tls. 1,591, 
the amount uf station fees respectively due 
from them, 

Request granted by Resc:ipt. 

(3) With the exception of a few formal 
reports and applications, the remainder of 
this day’s issue is occupied with a Memo- 
rial from the Governor-General of Shensi 
and Kansu reporting the details of a dis- 
pute between the Brigade General at Su- 
chon and one of his Majors, A summary 
of this report will be found in a Decree 
published in an earlier Gazette. 

November 25th.—(1) ‘the Governor- 
General of Chihli reports that the autumn 
freshets in the Tung-ming section of the 
Yellow River have passed by this year 
without mishap, and he suggests that ten 
sticks of ‘Tibetan incense should be yviven 
by His Majesty to be reverently offered by 
the ‘Vaotai in charge of the works as a 
thank-offeriny to the rivor god. He fur- 
ther prays that the ofilcers to whose in- 
defatigable energies this immunity from 
accident is in a large measure due may be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a liberal form of reward.—Kequest 
granted by decree earlier issued. 

(2) The same officer requests His Ma- 
jesty’s sanction to the issue uf Ts. 25,200 
for the purchase of the annual supply of 
millet stalks for repairs to the embank- 
ments of the Yung-ting River. The 
quantity ef millet stalks allowed by the 
regulation is 2,400,000 bundles at Tis. 
0.015. In addition to the above, the sum 
of ‘I'ls. 8,500 is wanted for the extca cost 
of porterage entailed by having to fetch 
the stalks from a further distance than 
usual, the quantity produced in the neigh- 
bourhood of the river itself being insuttici- 
ent in consequence of the land having 
been flooded or ruined by deposits of sand. 

(3) ‘Lhe Governor General of Shensi and 
Kansu reports that the Imperial Agent at 
Hsi-ning having received intelligence of 
the death of his mother, has applied for 
permission to vacate his post and attend 
to the obsequies of his mother whose only 
son he is, Pending the receipt of His 
Majesty’s Commands the Agent has de- 
posited the seals of office in the Memo- 
rialist’s charge and has deputed the General 
at Hsi-ning to conduct the daily duties of 
his post. 

By « decree earlier issued, the Avent is 
given one hundred days’ leave to fulfil his 
period of mourning and is not allowed to 
vacate his post. 

(4) The Governor-General of the Hu- 
kuang provinces submits the usual six- 


the military post roads and have each paid | monthly roturn of the oflicors who, having 
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earlier succeeded to hereditary titles con- 
ferred for distinguished service in the field, 
have now arrived at the age for performing 
the duties attached to the titles. 

During the six months ending with the 
sixth moon of the present year twelve 
officers have entered upon these duties, 
and there are six who have succeeded to 
titles within the period under review, but 
have not attained the prescribed aye for 
entering on their duties, 

November 26th.—With one unimportant 
exception the whole of this day’s issue is 
occupied with Memorials from the Gover- 
nor-General of the Huwkuang Provinces 
reporting the despatch of various remit- 
tances due from the revenue of the Han- 
kow Customs and other departments to 
Peking and elsewhere. The following list 
of these subsidies is compiled from seven 
Memorials refcrring tu the despatch of re- 
miittances, 

Tonnage dues on ‘*China Merchants’ 
Co.’s steamers, Fifty two per cent to be 
remitted direct to the Board of Revenue, 
aud forty-eight per cent to-be retained to 
meet various subsidies. 

The last remittance of fifty-two per cent 
of this collection, being the 104th period, 
was ‘I'ls, 30,000. Grantin aid to Kansu, 
Tis. 330,000. 

Arrears of grants to troops in Man- 
churia (2) an annual payment of Tls, 75,000 
in years with an intercalary moon, and 
Tis. 70,000 in years without an iutercalary 
moon, 

Contribution towards maintenance of 
Manchu and “ Green Standard ” troops in 
Peking, Tls, 15,000 to be drawn from the 
foreign duty recdipts of the Hankow 
Customs. 

Military Contribution from Ich‘ang 
Customs to Peking, Tis. 3,300. This 
Custom House has alan to send one third 
of the sums derived from fines and con- 
fiscations to the Tsungli Yamén. The 
regular subsidy to the Board of Revenue 
from this Custom House appears to be T'ls, 
24,600, as the Governor-General mentions 
that the Superintendent of Customs at 
Ich‘ang has remitted the sum of ‘T's. 
73,800 which represents the ‘ ninety-ninth 
to the hundred and second instalment of 
the amount required to be remitted by the 
Ich‘ang Customs to the Board of Re- 
venue.” ‘The Hupeh province had, further, 
a debt of ‘T'ls. 517,000, arrears of coutribu- 
tions due to Yiiunan, this sum represent- 
ing only a third of the actual debt, two 
thirds of which appear to have been can- 
celled. Tis. 40,000 of this reduced debt 
have been paid off, aud the further 
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reduction of it by a remittance of Tls. 


20.000 is now reported. 

The foreign duty receipts of the Han- 
kow Customs appear to be saddled with a 
monthly charge of Tls, 20,000 for the sup- 
port of what is known as the Huai division 
under the Governor General Li Hung- 
chang. They have also to pay Tis. 10,000 - 
@ year as a contribution to the metropoli- 
tan salary augmentation fund. 

November 27th.—With the exception of 
a Memorial from the Governor-General of 
Szechuen, reporting the suicide of a likin 
officer by shootlng himslf with a revolver, 
and an explanation from the Governor. 
General at Nanking as to the necessity of 
levying certain discounts on remittances 
and other monies passing through the 
Treasurer’s hands, the whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by a Memorial from the 
Governor-General of the Hukuang Pro- 
vinces explaining the reason for the falling- 
off of the receipts of the Native Custom 
house at Wu-ch ‘ang, ; 

The Board of Revenue have called His 
Majesty’s attention to the eteady decline 
in the receipts of this Customs establish- 
ment, which has been allowed ever since 
the rebellion to remit the amount collected 
instead of being tied down to an annual 
assessment. Now that the country has. 
been quiet for along time, the Board fail to 
understand the cause of this steady decrease, 
the revenue, for instance, in 1880, 1881, 
and 1882 being only Ts. 19,000 odd, and 
in 1883 and the period now under revision 
only Tis. 18,000 odd. The Board were 
afraid that if this state of things were 
allowed to continue and the amount only 
remitted that was said to be collected, 
matters would grow from worse to worse. 
It was therefore requested that the high 
authorities of the Province might be called 
upon to ascertain the cause of this falling 
off, and to suggest what remedies should 
be adopted for stimulating the collectors if 
they were lax in their duties, and effecting 
such other reforms as would restore the 
income of the establishment to the amount 
at which it used to be assessed. To this 
request His Majesty gave his approval, 
and the Memorialist, having duly made 
enquiries in the proper quarter, would 
submit the following explanation in reply 
to the queries of the Board. 

The annual sum at which the Wu-ch‘ang 
native Custom house used to be assessed 
was Tls. 45,000, the subsidiary Oustoms 
station of Yu Hu being allowed to remit 
its collection without assessment. At the 
time of the rebellion all duty collection 
ceased and was not resumed until 1864, 
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and it was then that permission was given 
to dispense with an assessment and remit 
simply what was collected. In 1877 the 
Board wanted to have the aesessment sys- 
tem renewed, but as the Governor-General 
-explained at the time, since the opening of 
the port to foreign trade, the steamers had 
gradually usurped the carrying trade in 
native oottoms, and the latter was daily di- 
minishing to such an extent that resumption 
of the old assessmént was impossible. ‘The 
steamer traffic since that time has become 
more flourishing than ever and the junk 
carrying trade correspondingly less. ‘The 
two Custom House natives, and foreign, are 
separated only by a river, on the svuth 
bank of which is the native, aud on the 
north the foreign establishment, Chinese 
merchants and othere prefer to travel or 
ship by steamer on account of the speed 
with which they travel, as well as be- 
cause they have a larger carrying capa- 
city, aud there is less risk in travelling 
by them. Besides the steamers there are 
lorchas from Ningpo and other places 
which equally usurp the junk traflic. The 
revenne from the trade in foreign bottoms 
is collected by the foreign customs. with 
which the native customs cannot interfere, 
and the profits of the juuk traffic being 
taken away, it is gradually declining more 
and more. Under these circumstances it 
is impossible to resume the old assess- 
ment, and all that can be done is to reduce 
the expenditure of the establishment and 
endeavour to put a stop to peculation, 
The Memorialist is able to report a per- 
ceptible improvement in the revenue during 
the incumbency of the present Superin- 
tendent, 

Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
take cognisance. 

November 28th. The acting Governor of 
Kueichow reports that with the assistance 
of special agents he has succeeded in col- 
lecting ninety per cent of the land tax in 
that province, 

His attention having been called some 
time since by the Board of Revenue toa 
Memorial from a censor of reforms iu the 
system of land tax collection with the 
Imperial Decree in reply, steps were taken 
to give effect thereto, and a special agent 
in the person of an expectant prefect was 
sent on a round of inspection. He found 
that the arrears into which taxation had 
fallen were due primarily to the sparseness 
of the population and next to the following 
causes ; 1—the registers of each contiguous 
property, lot by lot, had been lost and the 
names of the supposed owners were not 
correct ; 2—the military allotments were 
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more heavily taxed than the ordinary tax 
paying lands; 3—in making sales of land the 
proprietors generally placed theirland inthe 
latter category 4 lands were mortgaged and 
the mortg gee paid the tix in seme in- 
stances in others the proprietor had to be 
looked te, wherein lay a fruitful source of 
fraud and abuse, The authorities, too, 
were lax because they could in case of need 
fall back upon applications for. remission . 
of taxes on some ground or another. The 
Memorialist’s agent insisted upon the local 
authorities making proper registers of 
land, and in the case of large tracts of une 
occupied land, making the regular troops 
farm it, odd and unused lots being con- 
signed to the unoccupied poor. ‘Ihey were 
allowed, in short, to make any arrange- 
ment as long a8 taxes received came up to 
the regulation amount, and the result has 
been that ninety per cent, of the assessed 
taxation has been collected. A large numn- 
ber of figures are quoted by the Memorial- 
ist, but it is impossible to ascertain from 
these figures what is the actual amount of 
land tax annually collected, 

November 29th,—(1) Wu Ta-chéng, As- 
sistant Minister Superintendent of ‘Trade 
at Tieutsin, had audience previous to his 
departure for his post, 

(2) The Governor-General of Szechuen 
reports the following case of maiden devo- 
tion which has been brought tu the notice 
of the Magistrates of Hua-yang Hsien by 
the literati of that District. Miss Ch‘un 
Lien, or ‘Spring Lotus,” who was nine- 
teen years of age, lived with her parents 
in a vi'lage some eight miles from the Dis- 
trict town, and had been b-trothed in her 
childhood to a literary graduate called 
Liu, the son of neighbours of her fathor. 
‘he graduate died on the 16th of June 
last, but the fact was concealed from his - 
betrothed. The secret was, however, let 
out a month later by her aunt, When she 
heard of it, Miss Spring Lotus kept down 
her tears and said not a word. The next 
day she washed her clothes and the day 
after that she put her mother’s box ofclothes 
in order, washing some and mending others, 
She always slept with her grandmother, 
and on the morning of the 17th of July, 
as she did not get up, her grandmother 
told her to make haste and get out of bed, 
but she replied that she did not feel well 
or inclined to eat, and begged to be left 
alone. When the family meal was over 
some ofthe household went to see her, when 
they found that she had hanged herself, 
after dressing herself in white. Her eyes 
were full of tears, and for more than a day 
her face retained the appearance of a live 





person. The family was in mourning for 
her grandlather at the time, and the mar- 
ried women were still wearing the white 
chignon, so, when Spring Lotus was put- 
ting her mother’s boxin order she abstracted 
one of these chignous and put it on before 
she hanged herself. The parents of the 
girl and her betrothed, being touched by 
her devotion, agreed to adopt a child as 
the heir to the pair, and had the coffin 
brought to the home of Liu, with whom 
Sprivg Lotus was ultimately buried. 

Iu bringing this episode to the notice of 
the Magistrate the petitioners observed 
that this voluntary act of immolation by 
the girl before she had put on the bridal 
scarf, for the sake of her bridegroom, who 
became a widower while in the spirit 
world, shows that a strong measure of 
grace had attached itself to her, which 
most certainly must have had its origin in 
the civilising influences that were exercised 
by those in high places. By a Rescript ap- 
pended to the Memorial the honours soli- 
cited are accorded, 

November 30th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Governor of Kirin reporting that he has 
ascertained who is the son and heir of 
Chin-shun, late Governor of Tli, Wén-lu, 
son of Chin-shun, is to be presented at 
Court by his Banner when he shall have 
attained the proper age. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of 
Szechuen, reports that in addition to pre- 
vious remittance of Tls. 100,000, he has 
now sent a further sum of Tis. 50, 000 to 
the Admiralty office. These sums repre- 
sent contributions paid or promised to the 
maritime defence fund, which have all been 
seut to the Admiralty department by the 
orders of the Board. 

(3) The same officer applies for sanction 
for the continuance of the sale of rank and 
titles, etc., in Szechuen during the coming 
year. He represents, on behalf of the 
Financial Commissioner by whom the 
suggestion is made, that ever since the 
rebellion the people of the province of 
Szechuen had been burdened with con- 
tributions in aid of public expenditure. 
If the remittances that Szechuen is called 
upon to send ‘to other provinces’ in aid 
of their military expenditure could be 
somewhat reduced, there would be a re- 
luctance to impose upon ‘the people any 
other burdens beyond the regular taxes. 
Unfortunately, the contributions demand- 
ed for other provinces not only do not 
diminish but increase year by year. Ata 
time like the present, when the system of 
maritime defence is in process of organisa- 
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tion, it would not be expedient to allow 
the establishment of the military forces 
to wait until funds were ready,- and 
so cause delay in matters affecting ‘great 


interests, ‘Taxation in - Szechuen is, 
comparatively speaking, light, and the 
landholders take a pleasure in show- 


ing their patriotism by devoting their 
means to public ends, and thus increasing 
the ‘literary degrees obtainable for the 
province, The Memorialist finds that the 
condition of public opinion on the subject 
will warrant the prolongation of. the pur- 
chase system for another year, and he has 
accordingly the honour to solicit His 
Majesty’s sanction to this arrangement,— 
Request yranted by Rescript. . 

December 1st.—(1) Chang Yao, Governor: 
of Shantung, ackuowledges the receipt of 
a communication from the Board of Re- 
venue indicating the source from whence 
funds are to be advanced for the earrying 
out uf the proposed Yellow River Works, 
and submitting a list of the officers who 
are to be put in charge of the various sec- 
tions. 

(2) The Acting G. »vernor-Gneral of Sze- 
chuen, submits a return of the suins derived 
from the sale of rank and literary degrees 
in augmentation of the Maritime Defence 
Fund during the month, commencing with 
the 24th of June and ending:on- the 24th 
of July, 1886. During this period three. 
persons purchased substantive rank, three 
persons purchased the grade of student of 
the Imperial Acadamy, and three bought 
official titles, the sums paid amounting in 
all to Tis, 1,733, to which have to be added 
the following fees :—Maintenance allow- 
ance, Board of Revenue, Tis. 26.02: 
academy: fees, Tls. 18; academy main- 
tenance allowance Ts. 3; further academy 
fees, Tis, 0.6.0. The fees, ete., have 
been sent to the various departments con- 
cerned, and the rest of the money will go 
to’ pay ‘off advances made to the troops of 
the late General Pao Ch‘ao, 

(3) ‘The Governor of Chekiang, in for- 
warding to the Admiralty Department the 
sum of Ils. 6,401.2, derived from the sale 
of rank and titles from March to July, 
1886, quotes a communication from the 
Board of Revenue to the effect that the 
Board of Admiralty had presented a Me- 
morial to the Throne some time since, in 
which they represented that, as over a 
million taels were required for the purchase 
of guns and torpedoes (? vessels of war and 
torpedo-boats) for the Northern Squadron, 
they begged that the various provinces’ 
might be called upon to advance the sum 
of one million taels from the money derived 
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from the sale of rauk and titles, dating 
from the time of the extension of this pur- 
chase system. As there would not be 
enough funds as yet from purchases made 
since the period of extension, provincial 
authorities would be allowed to advance 
the money from the funds obtained during 
the petiod. previous to such extension, re- 
paying these amounts from the sum which 
they might hereafter obtain by the sale of 
rank and titles, : . 

(4) The same officer reports that he has 
seut to the Tsungli. Yamén the sum of 
Ts. 20,000 from the Chekiang land tax as 
an instalment of the money due from that 
province as a. contribution towards the 
North-eastern Frontier Defence Fund. 
The Taungli Yamén having complained to 
the Throne that the Ohekiang province waa 
behind hand with its contributions, the 
Memorialist explains that these arrears 
are due to the fact that the province is 
called upon to make so many and such 
heavy advances for various objects that it 
is impossible to be in time with the vari- 
ous contributions required. 

2nd Decembet.—(Court Circular) Prince 
Ch‘ing applies for ten days’ leave. 

Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, re- 
ports the successful closing of a breach in 
the Grand Canal in the Shou-chang dis- 
trict. This breach, which ocourred in the 
autumn, was 1,8.0 feet wide and over ten 
feet deep, 

December 3rd.—(1) A Decree. Li Hung- 
oh‘ang reports that he has come to an 
arrangement with the missionaries with 
regard to the removal of the church at 
Ta‘an Ch‘ih K‘ou (the Pei T‘ang Cathedral), 
and has also, after consultation with the 
Minister in Peking, arrived at an under- 
sanding by the interchange of official 
notes. 

We have perused this memorial and ac- 
quainted ourself with its contents. The 
church at Ts‘aun Ch‘ih K‘ou, inside the 
Hai-an Gate, was allowed to be built by 
apecial Imperial Decree in the Reign of 
K‘ang Hai upwards of a century ago. The 
missionaries attached thereto were the re- 
spectful recipients of the profound bene- 
volence of the Court, upon which they 
relied as upon a father and which was to 
them as the gracious overshadowing of the 
firmament, and they all showed a capacity 
for orderly and law-abiding behaviour. 
Last year repairs were undertaken in 
the southern pleasure grounds of the Pa- 
lace and other places in order to provide 
a comfortable place of retreat fur Her 
Majesty, the Empress Regent, from the 
manifold duties of State, and it became 
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necessary to extend the area of the south- 
western portion of the gardens by taking 
the Jand in the neighbourhood into the 
Palace grounds. The church in that 
vicinity being closely adjacent to the *‘for- 
bidden” grounds, Li Hung-chang de- 
spatched an Englishman, John Dunno by 
name, to Rome to discuss the matter. He 
also directed Detring, Commissioner of 
Customs, to draw up an agreement with 
the Abbé Favier as to the removal of the 
church. They accordingly arranged that 
an area should be marked out at the 
southern end of locality known as the Hai 
Shih K‘u, and that the funds should be 
given for the erection of another building 
thereon, ‘The Abbé aforesaid further 
gave a pledge that the new church should 
not exceed fifty feet in height, being over 
thirty feet lower than the old building; 
further, that the bell tower should posi- 
tively not project above the ridge-beam 
of the roof. After an understanding 
had been come to, the Abbé Favier went to 
Rome to inform Fiat, the Chief Adminis- 
trator of Clerical Affairs, and the latter, 
in a despatch in reply, recorded in detail 
his sincere and grateful thanks for the 
overshadowing protection of the Court of 
China, which aroused in him a conscien- 
tous endeavour to repay in an infinitesimal 
degree the favours which had been bestow- 
ed; the language employed by him being 
moat earnest and sincere. Li Huug-chang 
has now further exchanged official notes 
with the Minister Constans, and the latter 
has repeated in his reply that there 
ia no objection to the carrying out of 
the proposed arrangement. By this friend- 
ly act of international courtesy, he has 
evinced a thorough and truly laudable 
appreciation of the highest principles of 
propriety. Li Hung-chang having care- 
fully discussed and arranged this matter 
with the persous concerned, and there 
being no dissentient voice, We hereby 
authorise the adoption of the action for 
which he requests our sanction. We fur- 
ther command that the money necessary 
for the reconstruction be issued by instal- 
ments at different dates in order that the 
building may be proceeded with. Action 
will be taken in all other respects as 
proposed. ‘The expectant Taotai En-yu, 
who displayed energy when deputed to 
take action at the commencement of the 
negotiations, will have his name recorded 
by the Grand Council for submission to 
the Throne when a vacancy occurs, Bishop 
Tagliabue evinced his gratitude by honest 
rervice, aud the Abbé Favier and the 
Englishman John Dunu made a distaut 
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voyage across the ocean regardless of fatigue 
and hardship. Let a button of second 
grade be bestowed on Tagliabue, a button 
of the third grade upon Favier, and a de- 
coration of the first class of the third order 
upon John Dunn. The sum of Tls. 2,000 
will further be bestowed upon Favier 
and John Dunn respectively and will be 
issued to them by Li Hung-chang. Com- 
missioner of Customs Detring and Consul 
Ristelhueber, who acted as intermediaries 
of communication, displayed energy from 
first to last. Leta button of the second 
grade be bestowed upon Detring in place 
of the one he now wears, and let a docora- 
tion of the third grade of the second order 
be bestowed upon Ristelhueber, Li Hung- 
chang will ascertain particulars regarding 
the services of the British merchant Michie 
and others who have rendered assistance, 
and will memorialise the Throne request- 
ing the bestowal upon them of rewards as 
a stimulus to zeal. The yamén concerned 
will take cognizance. 


(2) The Governor of Shantung forwards 
a return of expenditure incurred on what 
he terms the ‘‘ coast defence force” during 
the half-year ending with the sixth moon 
of the present year. ‘Ihe total expenditure 
amounted to Tis, 83,421, He states that 
the force in question at the date of the 
last return amounted to 3,812 men, but 
during the last six months the numbers 
have been reduced by 2,20 men at differ- 
ent times, and the number at present 
remaining is 1,612. The Memorialist 
enters into elaborate explanations of the 
manner in which this money has been 
expended and of the discounts which are 
levied upon payments. Amongst other 
items of information which the memo- 
rial supplies are the following: Every 
officer of the first or second yrade gets 
Tis. 50 a month for expenses in addi- 
tion to his pay. Camp followers are 
allowed 8.3 of a pint (shéng) of rice 
a day, or rather its money equivalent 
calculated at Ts. 1.4 per picul. The 
Hupeh and Hunan irregulars get a ration 
allowance of ‘Ils, 0.1.4 per day, and the 
Shantung irregulars Ts. 0.1, both receiv- 
ing a batta allowance in addition to their 
pay of Tls. 0.6 per month. The daily 
forage allowance for each horse in Tis. 
0 06. 

(3).—The Governor of Kiangsi reports 
the despatch of an instalment of the subsi- 
dy due this year from that province to 
Peking. The subsidy demanded from the 
Kiangsi revenues for the year 1886 is 
Tis. 350,000 on land tax and Tis. 100,00u 
on likin. 
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December 4th.—{1) The Governor of 
Kiangsi submits his ninth return of re- 
ceipts from the sale of rank and titles in 
aid of the maritime defence fund. The 
following sums have already been remit- 
ted tothe Admiralty Department as repor- 
ted in evrlier Memorials :— 





Remittances from the commen- Ts, 

cement to the sixth instal- 

ment closing with the 13th . 

March, .....cccccscsscedecees -- 202,690 ; 
Seventh iustalment, .. 11,483 ; 
Highth instalment, ........0..ec0e  2,8803 


The Ninth instalment (from - 
July 28th to September 23rd) : 
amounts in all t0 .....scccewe 7,439 
The remainder of this day’s issue ia-‘oc- 

cupied by two Memorials. One from the 

Governor of Kiangsi recommending an 

officer for the post of District Magistrate 

of Jui-chin Hsien, the other from the 

Acting Governer of Anhui, reporting the 

trial of a gang of burglars who broke into 

a shop and robbed it after killing one of 

the assistants in the shop. The details are 

uninteresting. 

December 5th.—The Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture reports a fall of 
snow in Peking to the depth of four inches, 

(1) A decree lamenting the death of 
Chang K‘ai-sung, Governor of Yiinnan, 
and allotting him the usual posthumous 
honours granted to Provincial Governors, 

(2) Tan Chiin-p‘ei, Governor of Kuang: 
tung, is transferred to the vacant Governor. 
ship of Yiinnan, to which post he is to 
proceed direct without coming to Peking, 
and Wu Ta-ch‘éng, Assistant Minister 
Superintendent of foreign trade at Tien- 
tsin, is appointed Governor of Kuang-tung, 

-(3) Upon the representation of the Gov- 
ernor-General T's‘éu Yii-ying, based upon a 
petition presented to him by the gentry of 
Kueichow, Lin Chao-yiian, former Governor 
of that province, who was cashiered some 
years ayo, is to have the sentence of dis- 
missal that was passed upon him removed. 

His Majesty is led to this act of clemency 
by theconsideration of the affection in which 
the deceased was held by the people of 
Kueichow in consequence of the service he 
did in the pacification of the province. It 
should none the less be understood that 
this is an exceptional act of grace on the 
part of the Court and must not be taken 
as ® precedent. 

(4) Chang Ch‘i-kuang, General of the 
Wéuchow Division, is allowed to retire from 
the service in order to minister to his 
parents in their old age, and Chou Chén- 
pang (jij fe Fp) is to Gill the post thus 
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The Governor of Shéng-ching and his 
Deputy report the conclusion of the usual 
autumn patrol of the Corean frontier by 
agents of the Chinese and Corean Govern- 
ments. 

‘This patrol is undertaken four times a 
year, and ‘I'é-yin, a Manchu Colonel, was 
deputed by the Memorialist in the nionth 
ot July last to undertake the autumn 
patrol, the Board of Ceremonies at Mouk- 
den being requested, as is customary, to 
advise the King of Corea of the fact. and 
call upon him to appoint a Corean official 
to assuciate himself with the Chinese agent 
in the work of inspecting the frontier. 
Oolonel T'6-ch‘ing uow reports that he met 
the Uorean officer on the 17th of Septem- 
ber, and after a joint inspection had been 
held by them, the latter gave him the usual 
stamped: certificate to the effect that all 
was quiet on the frontier. 

(6) The same ofticers submit a return of 
expenditure incurred in connection with 
the branch telegraph office on the Eastern 
frontier. 

In the summer of last year the Memori- 
alists received from Li Huug-chang, in his 
capacity of Minister Superintendent of 

‘Northern Trade, a copy of a report he had 
submitted to the ‘hrone with regard to 
the arrangements he proposed to make for 
establishing telegraphic communication by 
land between Moukden and Corea. One of 
the psoposals in this Memorial was to the 
effect that the annual expenditure incurred 
in the maintenance of the line inside the 
Corean Gates should be provided by the 
Tav‘tai of the Kastern Frontier circuit, 
and to this proposal His Majesty gave his 
sanction, ‘Lhe necessary authorisation was 
accordingly sent to the Tau ‘tai of the Mas- 
tern Circuit, who now states that, as earlier 
reported, the Eastern Frontier Telegraph 
Office. was established at Féng-huang Ch‘éng 
and was opened on the 23rd of October, 
1885. The monthly allowance for salary 
of the Superintendent and his staff, rations 
etc., was ‘Ils. 200, and the total amount 
issued from the date of the opening of the 
office to the end of the 11th year of Kuang 
Hsii (February 18th, 1886), viz: three 
months aud a half, was Tis. 700 or Ts. 672 
Treasury weight. 

Rescript: L+t the Buard of Revenue 
take cognisance. 

- December 6th.—Prince Kung returns 
thanks for a present of silk aud satin. 

(1) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Governor of Hunan 
who suggests that reformation is required 
in the behaviour of the literary class, and 
requests the enunciation in peremptory 
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terms of the prohibitions which literary 
students are called upon to observe, 

The Governor reports that in the month 
of June last the candidates at the literary 
examinations at the District of Chih-chiang 
in the Prefecture of Yiian-chow in Hunan 
collected in large numbers and created a 
riot, carrying their violence to the extent 
of striking and injuring the Prefect. The 
ringleaders and .accessories in this riot 
have been put to death or otherwise 
punished as required. 

The Decree goes on to state that rioting 
on the part of civil and military students 
in various provinces has not beeu unfre- 
quent of late, these students availing them- 
selves of various pretext to stop the pro- 
gress of the examinations in the hope of 
coercing. the authorities to accede to their 
demands, an unseemly phase of behaviour 
on the part of the literary class which carries 
contempt of the law to its extreme limit. 

By a Decree issued in the 12th year of 
Yung Chéng it was ordained that any 
students, who in consequence of disputes 
and unseemly quarrels with the local 
authorities should lead one another on to 
stop the examinations, should be debarred 
from competing at such examinations, and 
when a whole District or a whole body of 
candidates stopped the examinations, these 
examinations should be suspended alto- 
gether. 

Such explicit commands on the part of 
an Imperial predecessor must naturally be 
for ever obeyed, and as it is possible that 
the terme of this decree are not universally 
kuown to candidates presenting themselves 
for examination in the various provinces, 
the Literary Chancellors are called upon 
to publish copies thereof for the informa- 
tion of the student class that they may 
reverently give heed thereto and behave 
themselves properly for the future. A 
repetition of the conduct now complained 
of will leave no resource but rigorously to 
apply the provisions of the law to the 
offeuders, to whom no mercy will be 
shown. 

(2) ‘I'he Governor of Shansi reports that 
he has inspected the troops of the T‘ai-yuan 
Division and also the Manchu garrison 
in the provincial capital. He left T‘ai- 
yiian-fu on the 23rd of September and 
visited the garrisons at Fén-chou, P‘ing- 
yang, P‘u-chou, Yiiu Ch‘éng, Teé-chou and 
Lu-an, all of which were inspected by him, 
deputies being sent to inspect the outlying 
regiments. 

He returned to the Capital on the 28th 
of October and proceeded to inspect the 
Mauchu troops on the J2th of November. 
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He gives a fair report of the efficiency 
of the troops in horse and foot archery and 
the usual evolutions through which they are 
put on these occasions. The officers were 
required to use a bow with a pull of about 
sixty catties, but some of them employed 
bows with a pull of eighty or a hundred, 
the number of hits ranging from five to 
three in the eleven shots. The archery of 
the soldiers was best at Lu-an, where the 
average was nine, P‘ing-yang and Tsé-chou 
following next with a fraction over eight. 
The average of the Manchu treops was up- 
wards of eight, these troops also heading 
the record in horse archery and givgal and 
artillery firing. 

December 7th. —(1) The Governor-General 
at Nanking submits an application from 
the General of the Shou-chéu Division for 
permission to retire, in order that he may 
minister to his mother, who is eighty-three 
years old.—Granted by Decree earlier 
issued. 

(2) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River acknowledges the receipt of ten sticks 
of Tibetan incense, issued by Imperial 
Decree as a thanks-offering to the River 
God for safe deliverance from mishap at 
the time of the hoar frost period. ‘his 
incense was duly offered at the shrine of 
the River God by the Memorialist in person 
upon the 10th of November. 


(3) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
escape of a criminal, under sentence of 
death by decapitation, on his way from 
Kuei-hu Ch'éng to T‘ai-yian Fu. The 
escape was effected from a ruined chamber, 
in which the runaway and two other crim- 
inals were lodged, on a wet and wind 
night, ‘Iwo sub-prefects, who are indi- 
rectly responsible for the escape, are to be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty, aud the constables in 
charge of the prisoner are to be sent to the 
Prefect of T‘ai-yiian Fu to be rigorously 
questioned and duly dealt with. 

(4) Li Ch‘éng-mou, Admiral of the 
Yangtsze, reports the conclusion of a tour 
of inspection of the troops stationed at 
Kua Chou, Hu-k‘ou, and other places on 
the upper Yangtsze, after which he went 
to Woosung and put the steam fleet through 
a course of drill, subsequently taking the 
vessels to Ya Wo Sha, where a series of 
evolutions were satisfactorily carried out, 
Four vessels of the fleet, viz.. the Nan- 
ch'én, Nan-jui, K‘ai-chi, and Pao-min, 
having gone to Oorea, were not able to 
join in the evolutions, The Memorialist re- 
turned to T‘ai-ping Fu on the 23rd of 
October, which place he is making his 
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headquarters, though it will be necassary 
to pay periodical visits to Ohiang-yin, 

(5) The Governor of Shéng Ohing reporta 
that he has received an application from 
the Deputy Lieutenant-General at Chin 
Chou for money to pay the troops, cavalry 
and infantry, which are employed to police 
the ‘‘eight roada” in that region, Thie 
force, the strength of which ia not stated, 
is supposed to be supported by fees jevied 
on the shipping of the three seaports of 
Tfien-ch‘iao Ch‘ang, Ma T‘i Kou, and 
Tiao Yi Tai; but the collections during 
the spring, summer, and autumn have 
proved insufficient to do more than pay 
the troops for four monthe, and there sre 
no funds to meet the cost of their main- 
tenance for the seventh, eight, ninth, and 


tenth moous.—‘T'he Memorialist has ad- © 


vanced the Lieutenant General ‘T'ls. 6,000: 

8th December.—(1) Liu Ping-chang, Go» 
vernor-General of Szechuen, reports his 
arrival at Ch‘éng-tu Fu upon the 26th af 
October, and his assumption of office upon 
the 27h, 

(2) The Acting Governor-General similar- 
ly reports having handed over charge and 
resumed his duties as Financial Oommis- 
sioner. ; 

(3) Li Chia-lo, Financial Commiasioner 
of Kiangsi, reports that he entered upon 
the duties of that post on the 16th of 
November, 

December 9th.—(1) A Decree directing 
that a special altar be erected for the per- 
formance of sacrificial rites to the manes 
of the adopted muther of Prince Li, now 
deceased, for whose obsequies the sum of 
Tls. 3,000 is further to be granted from the 
Imperial Treasury. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-ch‘ang, reporting the 
trial of a Secretary of one of the Boards, 
on duty at the Imperial Mausoles, who 
administered a beating to his concubine, 
from the effects of which she died. Wéne 
jun, the Secretary in question, belonged 
to the Plain Red Banner Corps, and, his 
wife proper being a confirmed paralytic, 
he bought a concubine in Peking whose 
maiden name was Ch‘én. Being subses 
quently nominated to the Board of Cere- 
monies attached to the Mausoleum of the 
Emperor Tao Kuang, he took his mother 
with him, and also the concubine. The 
latter was of a sulky aud intractable dis- 
position, and both Wén-jun and his mother 
had constantly to take her to task for her 
behaviour. Qn the morning of the 7th of 
June, 1886, the concubine had a choleraic 
attack, accompanied by pains in the 
stomach and vomiting, but the milkman 
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cured her by acupuncture. Wén-jun then 
left for T-Chou to change some silver, and 
au the evening of the sama day his mother 
told the concubine to bring her some tea. 
The latter did not answer, upon which 
Madam Wén spoke sharply to her, aud the 
conagubine, ina fit of temper, in handing 
the elder lady the toa spilt it over the bosam 
of her dress, and her knees. Madam Wén 
then struck her, bot not sa as to burt 


- her, and the concubine commenced to use 


bad language and threw the tea cup dawn, 
emashing it to pieces, Madam Wéun then 
picked up a piece of wood, which was used 
to prop up the window, and laid it about 
the concubine, whose left hand was injured, 
The concubine snatched away the stick and 
was about to return the blow when Wén- 
jun returned, aud seving his concubine 
abont to strike his mother shouted out to 
her to desist. When his mother told him 
what had happened he was so angry that 
he tried to take the stick away. His con- 
cubine would not let it go, and while they 
were wrestling for its possession the 
women’s nether garments slipped down 
and tripped her up, While she was rolling 
on the ground the long hair-pin at the back 
of her head scratched her across the throat. 
Wén-jun, having possessed himself of the 
stick, proceeded to belabonr his concubine 


with it, bruising her left arm, her left thigh, | 


and her right leg, and the concubine, as 
she lay on the ground, made use of such 
violent language that Wén-jun’s anger was 
redoubled, and he thrust at the lower part 
of her person with the end of the stick, 
inflicting such pain that the woman cried 
out for meroy, and ‘k‘otgwed” to her 
mother-in-law in apology for her conduct, 
Shortly afterwards she complained of a 
pain in her heart, aud about nine p.m. she 
grew seriously ill, dying the following mora- 
ing, Wé6n-jun, being under the impression 
that his concubine had succumbed to a 
second choleraic attack, put her into a 
coffin at once, without reporting her death 
to the authorities, or having the body 
inspected, aud proceeded to bury her 
the following day. The story having 
come to the ears of the chief authority, 
he caused the coffin to be stopped on 
its way to the grave, and ordered the 
lopal authorities to inspect the body, 
when they fouod that death had undoubt- 
edly been caused by the injuries inflicted 
by Wéu-juu. The latter, having been 
duly arraigned before the authorities at 
Pao-ting Fu, the facts as above narrated 
were elicited. The law lays down that, 
any person beating his congubine iy such 
wise as to cause her death shall regeive a 
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hundred blows with the heavy bamboo 
and be banished for a period of three 
years; and thisjs the sentenca which has 
been passed upon Wén-jun. Being a 
Manchu, he will, as required by lew, 
commute his banishment by exposure in 
the cangue for forty days. The Memo- 
rialist has accordingly to request the issue 
of an Imperial Decree passing sentence 
of dismiesal ypon Wén-jun, after which ha 
will be duly dealt with,—Referred to the 
Board of Punishment, 


(3) A sub-memorial from the Governor- , 


General Li Hung-ch‘ang. In evnsequence 
of the heavy floods by which the province 
of Chihli has been visited this year, the 
distilling of spirits ought properly to be 
prohibited, iu order to secure as much food 
for the people as pussible. As, however, 
it is impossible to enforoe this prohibition 
properly in the Lii-chou district, owing to 
the dishonesty of the official underlings, 
while hundreds of establishments would 
be thrown out of work if it were enforced, 
it has been decided, after consultation with 
the relief distribution agency, to allow 
these distilleries to carry on their business 
in consideration of the payment by them 
of fees ranging from Tls. 50 to Tis, 20 in 
proportion to the capital employed by them. 
The fees so paid will be hauded over to 
the Chihli relief agency. 

December 10th.— A memorial fram the 
Censor Haieh Tsuyiian suggesting the car- 
rying out of certain river works at Yeh- 
heh for the prevention of disasters by 
flood.—By a Decree earlier issued his pro- 
posals are to be given attention to. 

(2) A sub-memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-ch‘ang.— Ying-k‘ou(New- 
chwang) being the port, or ‘‘ Sea-gate,” of 
the Féug-Ttien province, the selection of a 
suitable site there for the cquatruction of a 
fort as a measure of defence became a 
matter of necessity, and, with His Majes- 
ty’s sanction, it wag arranged that the 
funds required for this purpose should be 
furnished from the additional assessment 
imposed upon the native Custom House 
at Shan-hai Kuan, the money being appro- 
priated from year to year uutil sufficient 
had been raised. In obsdience to His 
Majesty’s commands Heii-ch‘ang, the then 
customs Tao-t‘aj at Newchwang, vow pro- 
moted, selected a site on the eastern shore 
near the secund beacon, and, having duly 
prepared the foundations, got together 
materials and workmen and proceeded to 
construct a fort of which the following is a 
general description :—Length, 2,262 feet ; 
gun platforms, large and small, 5; case- 
mates, 8; suldiers’ quarters aud counect- 
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ing galleries, 146 chien ; officers’ rooms, five 
chien with ten flanking chambers; officers’ 
quarters, 13 chien; magazines, 10; one 
large gate, two sinall vates, one screen in 
front of the former. The fort 1s surrounded 
by a moat, aud is approached by three 
drawbridges. The work was commenced 
on the 17th of October, 1881, and was 
finished on the 5th of August 1886, Tls. 
15,500 and upwards being expended by 
Haii-ch‘ang, Tis, 30,300 by the acting Tao- 
t‘ai who succeeded him, and Tis. 20,600 by 
the present incumbent, the told expenditure 
being Tls. 156,500. The work has been 
inspected by General Wu T‘ien-yiian and 
the Governor of the province, who pro- 
nounce the work to be durable and sub- 
stantial and to correspond with the mea- 
surements and specifications given. Iu 
consequence of the proximity of the forts 
to the sea, stakes and concrete have been 
used in its construction, which is after the 
foreign model and not on that of the forts 
inland. The annual sum to be allowed for 
keeping the fort in proper repair will be 
decided after further consideration. 


December 11th.—The Grand Council 
submitted the list of condemued criminals, 
after verification of each case, fur His 
Majesty to place the circle round the names 
of those upon whom sentence was to be 
carried out. 

(1) A Decree.—Hsii Yen-shii (late Go- 
vernor of Kuangsi), T‘ang Chiung (late 
Governor of Yiiuan), Chao Wo, and Chang 
Ch éng are, as a special act of grace, ab- 
solved from having the sentence of death 
carried out a8 passed upon them.* Hesii 
Yen-hsii and Chao Wo will be sent to the 
New Dominion to expiate their crime by 
gratuitous service ; ‘I‘ang Chung will be 
sent to Yiiunan and consigned to ‘I's‘éu Yii- 
ping to be employed by him on service, 
which he will perform gratuitously, in ex- 
piation of his offence. Chang Ch‘éng will 
be sent to Formosa to be similarly employ- 
ed by Liu Ming-eh‘uan. 

(2) The Governor of Kirin reports that, 
in obedience to Imperial Decree, he has 
discovered the heir of the late Chin-shun, 
Governor of Ili, recently deceased. He is 
informed by the Acting Colonel of the 
Bordered Blue Banner at Kirin, that the 
late Governor Chin-shun left his place of 
domicile for military service elsewhere 
in the year 1853, and had never been home 
since. His long period of active military 
service had, in effect, precluded him from 
obtaining sons, and his wife, now deceased, 


* See Peking Gazette, Sept, 18th, 1884, and January 
26th, 1885, ~ ee oe 
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whose maiden name was T‘o-ying-lo, adopt- 
ed in the year 1882 Wén-lu, the son of 
Oh‘un-shun, Chin-chun’s uterine brother, 
as heir to Chin-shun, the fact being duly 
chronicled at the time in the family regis- 
ter. Wén-lu, the colonel added, was now 
eleven years of age. See Gazette of 80th 
November. 

(3) A Memorial from Yeh Po-ying, the 
Governor of Shansi suggesting certain re- 
forms under eight headings, the necessity 
for which has been impressed upon him 
from his experience of the province during 
his previous tenure of office as Fiuancial 
Commissioner, coupled with the observas 
tions he has recently been able to make in 
the course of a tuur of inspection of the 
country. He ventures to lay these eight 
proposals, crude as he knows them to be, 
before Their Majesties, the Empress and 
Emperor, . 

1. Further efforts should be made to 
bring waste lands under cultivation with a 
view to adding to the accumulation of sup- 
plies, as a provision against times ot dearth, 
and the improvement of the revenues from 
land tax, In earlier days-the area of land 
in Shensi returned as uncultivated was 
over 37,000 ch‘ing (1 ch‘ing=16 odd square 
acres), but in the course of years some 
10,800 ch‘ing have been reclaimed. Last 
year steps were taken to accelerate the re- 
clamation of more land by the issue of 
grants of money for seed corn to persons 
who would take up holdings, but so few 
came forward that enquiries were.instituted 
which resulted in the discovery that all the 
better class of land had been taken up. The 
Memorialist accordingly gave orders that 
while the richer lands already ‘reclaimed 
should be taxed, as down in the regula- 
tions, taxation of the stony and nitrous 
lands should be postponed, 

2. The water system of the province 
should be developed, places where over- 
flows are likely to occur being protected by 
dykes, and channels which have filled up 
being duly cleared out.. The river known 
as the Yii-hsi Ho being specially dangerous 
in this respect, orders have been given for 
drainage cauals to be cut in the Yii-lin Dis- 
trict, measures being also taken to improve 
the water supply in the four districts of 
Ching-yang, Kao-ling, San-shui and Li- 
ch‘iian, where it is notably deficient, Other 
measures will also be undertaken lower 
down the stream with similar objects. . 

8. The rearing of the silkworm, and the 
cultivation of the mulberry should be ex- 
tended. The cultivation of the mulberry, 
and the rearing of silkworms was first uns 
dertaken in the north-west of the province, - 
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but the industry has now been transferred 
to the south-east Shansi, not that the soil 
is less favourable in the north-west, but 
the falling off there is due to a want of 
operators. Han-chun Fu was the only seat 
of the industry of late years, aud T‘an 
Chung-lin, the late Governor, endeavoured 
with signal success to extend it, by the in- 
troduction of skilled artificers, and the in- 
struction of the people in the art of wea- 
ving silk and satin. ‘Then came the great 
drought which killed most of the mulberry 
trees, and the Memorialist is now endeav- 
ouring to revive the industry by issuing 
printed copies of two standard works on 
sericulture, entitled respectively a Be 
ig and BAB, ana calling upon the 
lucal authorities to encourage the people 
to extensively plant the mulberry tree, re- 
warding those who have the best groves to 
show. 

4 The adoption of measures for securing 
the renovation of supplies of grain in pub- 
lic granaries, as a provision ayainst times 
to dearth, Wheat being liable to spoil 
when kept any length of time, millet and 
beans will be substituted when practicable ; 
and in places where this cannot be done, 
endeavours will made to change thirty per 
cent of the wheat in store each year, re- 
placing it by a fresh supply. 

5 The spread of education must be en- 
couraged. 

6. The cultivation of the poppy must be 
prohibited, The length of time during 
which poppy cultivation has gone on in 
Shensi has caused the practice to take deep 
root. Farmers are reluctant to grow the 
ordinary crops, women abandon weaving, 
scholars neglect their studies, and mechanics 
their avocations, in consequence of their 


- addiction to the opium habit. Not only 


so, but petty quarrels in the household or 
amougst friends are followed by suicide, by 
swallowing opium, which is one of the 
great enemies of morality both general 
aud particular. Stringent prohibitions 
against poppy cultivation were issued by 
Pien Pao-ch‘iian, a former Governor, and 
the fact was duly recorded in a memorial 
to the Throne ; but so deep-rooted was the 
practice, that stealthy cultivation coutinued 
to be indulged iv, The Memorialist now 
proposes to issue circular instructions to 
to all his subordinates, to institute vigilant 
search, and to be earnest in exhortation 
to the people, setting forth in public 
proclamations the benefits of abstention 
and the evils of continuance. The edu- 
cated classes being the representatives 
of the people, when examinations are 


will be toldthat they must not smoke opium 
tothe ruin of the prestige, which their 
position requires of them. The best pres- 
criptions for curing the opium h«bit will 
be largely distributed by the li‘erati, who 
will be called upon to warn the ignorant 
country of the prohibitions that are every- 
where enforced, ‘These prohibitions will 
be enunciated previous to the season at 
which the poppy is grown, and disregard 
of them will be duly punished. Local 
authorities who do not display activity in 
this direction will likewise be removed, or 
denounced, as the case may be. 

7. ‘The collection of likin must be placed 
in the hands of competent and honest 
officials, Though the collection of likin 
has been more strictly attended to in 
Shensi of late, the receipts have not 
been large nor up to requirement, and 
this fact cannot be entirely attributed to 
the preponderance of goods under Transit 
Pass over those carried in the ordinary way 
by the itinerant trader, The want of 
capable collectors, and the irregularities 
committed by underlings of various classes 
are accountable for a good deal of the de- 
ficiency. 

8. The tithing system must be constantly 
attended to and re-organised. 

By a Rescript appended to the memorial, 
the various proposals made by the memori- 
alist are duly approved, and the Governor 
is called upon to see that the reforms he 
proposes to inaugurate do not result in 
mere empty words, 


December 12.h,—Prince Oh ‘ing paid his 
respects at Court on the expiration of his 
leave. 

(1) Hou Ming-kuei is appointed General 
of the Chang Chow division in Fuhkion. 

(2) A long Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking and the Governor of 
Anhui, reporting the result of their enquiry 
into a number of charges brought by a 
memorialist, whose name was withheld, 
against a certain colonel in charge of a 
flotilla of sixteen war junks employed in 
policing the Ch‘ao lake in Anhui. — It has 
been found that the accusation brought 
against him of receiving pay for more men 
than he employed is absolutely incorrect, 
each junk having its proper complement of 
one officer and nine men. It is equally 
untrue that the fleet has been lax in ita 
work, or that irregularities have been com- 
mitted, the proof lying in the fact that 
numerous arrests have been made by the 
Colonel of individuals who have been guilty 
of plundering junks, and a large amount 
of booty has been recovered. The Colonel 


held at the various colleges, the scholars ' has held his post a long time, for which 
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he was specially selected for his diligence 
and aptitude, and he has given entire 
satisfaction to the various high officers 
under whom he has served. As, how- 
ever, his energy is not as elastic as it used 
to be, in consequence of long service, and 
as the lake in question is the scene of con- 
stant robberies, it has been decided to 
remove him from his present post, and to 
teplace him by an officer of sumewhat 
higher rank. 

(3) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that he has despatched a certain 
Taotai called Liu Cho-ytin on a police tour 
through the Ch‘uan-chou and Chang-chou 
Prefectures of Fuhkien with the special 
object of putting down faction fights and 
crimes of violence generally, for which 
these prefectures are specially notorious. 
He refers in general terms to a previous 
tour made by the Taotai with this object, 
which resulted in the capture and exeou- 
tion of thirteen notorious offenders who 
were a pest to the country, 

13th December Court Circular. —The 
Marquis Tséug, Shao Yu-lien (Judge of 
Honan, late Taotai at Shanghai), and Hai- 
heii (late Hoppo at Canton) paid their 
respects on arrival in Peking, and were 
received in audience. 

(1) Chang Ching-ch‘un, is appointed 
General of the Su-sung (Soochow aud Sun- 
kiang) Division, 

(2) Tang Ting-kuei, Oommander-in-chief 
of Fuhkien, is allowed to retire on the 
ground of ill-health, and his post is to be 
filled by Sun K‘ai-hua. 

(3) A Decree, acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Imperial Clan Court, 
to the effect that a certain Imperial Clans- 
man called ‘Tsai-hsi, under sentence of 
death by strangulation, had succeeded in 
in making his escape from his place of 
confinement on the 10th instant by wrench- 
ing off his manacles. The Decree enquires 
ironically what manner of proceeding must 
have been adopted on the part of the re- 
sponsible officials and police to allow a 
prisover under actual sentence of desth to 
escape from their custody. Such an un- 
constitutional occurrence arouses suspicions 
of complicity on the part of some one, and 
the soldiers on duty upon the day in quyes- 
tion are, as a preliminary step, to be cém- 
mitted to the Board of Punishments for 
rigorous interrogation. The custodian of 
the chambers set apart for the incarceration 
of Imperial Clansmen, which are called the 
‘‘empty rooms.” and the Secretary and 
Colonel on duty at the time, are all to be 
suspended and await a summons to present 
themselves for interrogation. The police 
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authorities of the metropolis are ordered 
to find the absconding criminal and to seo 
to it that he does not escape. 

(4) A Decree ordering that ten sticks of 
Tibetan inoense aiid a tablet from. the 
Imperial College of Inscriptions be issued 
to Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, for 
each temple to two river deities to whose 
divine interposition immunity from floods, 
caused by overflows of the Yellow River, 
has beet secured since the summer, Res 
wards are further bestowed upon the offi- 
cers whose activity is coping with the 
threatened dangers has been most ¢on- 
spicuous, 

(5) Tséng Chi-‘sd (the Marquis Tedeng) 
is appointed a Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén, 

(6) Che Governor of Hunan reports the 
following case of fraudulent persona- 
tion at the examinations conducted at 
Shao yang Heien by the Literary Chan- 
cellor of the province. Liu P*eng-ch‘éng, 
the original culprit, went to Shao-sang 
Hsien in the early part of this year 
to attend the examination in question, 
and there met one Teéng T*zu-chiang, a 
friend of his, to whom he mentioned that 
his literary capacity was limited, and he did 
not think that he would passe Taédng sug- 
gested that he should hire a substitute 
which he, Tséng, would find, and Liu, be- 
ing very anxious to get a degree, consented 
to the proposal. Teéng thereupon engaged 
the services of one Vh‘én Heaien-hsiang, a 
graduate of considerable literary ability, 
who agreed to enter the examination under 
Liu’s name on condition that if he passed 
Liu was to give him 360 strings of cash 
(about Tis. 120) which was to include a gra- 
tuity to l'séug. Anagreement was thereupon 
drawn up, under which 80 strings of cash 
were to be given to Ch‘éu wheu the exami- 
nation was over, and the remainder if he 
passed, The guarantor of Liu’s identity 
having been duly ‘‘squared,” Ch‘én went 
into the examination enclosure as Liu’s 
alias, and when he came out was presented, 
as ayreed upon, with 80 strings of cash. 
Meanwhile the fraud had been discovered 
by other candidates, who lodged a com- 
plaint at the Literary Chancellor’s Yaméa, 
When Liu heard of this he gave the Pre- 
fectural Oommissary of Records, one Lai 
Yiin, Tls.60 to suppress the petition, 
Hearing afterwards that the candidates 
above referred to were determined to 
push the matter to a conclusion, the 
Commissary was afraid to suppress their 
petition any longer, so he gave back 
the Tis. 60 to Liu. The facts having duly 
come to the knowledge of the Literary 
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Chancellor, criminal proceedings were 
instituted and the above facts elicited at 
the trial. The following sentences have been 
passed upon the offenders, in conformity 
with the requirements of law: Lin Péng- 
ch ‘a ig, to be exposed for three months in 
the cangue and then banished to a pesti- 
lential frontier at least 4.000 4% from the 
scene of his offence. Lai Yiiu, banishment 
to military post roads. Peng, who conveyed 
the bribe to Lai-y tin, 80 blows and banish- 
ment for two years, Li. the personal gua- 
rantor, deprivation, of degree and 100 
blows, T'ang, the official guarantor, re- 
duction to a lower degree, Ch‘én, the 
personator, and Teé sy, the go-between, 
have both run away, and will be separately 
dealt with when caught, 


7 The Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow reports the death of Chang K‘ai- 
sutty, Governor of Yiiunan, from paralysix, 
upen the 2ud of November.—See Gazette 
of 5th December. 


December 14th,—Wu Ta ch‘éng, Gover- 
nor of Kuaugtuny, paid his respects on 
arrival in Peking and was received in Au- 
dience, as was also the Marquis ‘I'ré..g. 

(1) A Decree acknowledg ny the receipt 
ofa memorinl from the Censor Kuei-hsien, 

“who suggests that correction should be 
administered to Shao Yiieh-lien, Director 
of the Couct of Sacrificial Worship, who 
is constantly ill, but is tenacions of his 
emoluments,—Shao Yiieh-lien has made 
repeated applications fur leave this spring, 
the leave so granted amounting in all to as 
much as eighty days. He has thus already 
shown himself to beidle in the performance 
of his official duties, and now, when the 
worship atthe Temple of Heaven is close 
at hand, he again applies for leave, therein 
exhibiting « decided disp sition to take 
his ease and to neglect the duties of his 
office.— Let Shao Yiieh-lien be committed 
to the Board for the determination of a 
severe form of penalty. 

(2) A Deoree.—The Censor Kuei-hsien 
represents that the ‘' empty chamber ” 
attuched to the office of the Imperial Clan 
Court is a name without a reality, and that 
Tani-hai, the criminal under sentence of death 
by strangulation who has now sbhsconded, 
owed his escape to the fact that he was taking 
his ease outside the prison when he heard 
that his sentence was to be carried out, and 
accordingly absconded., ‘Ihe Censor re- 
quests that strict rujes for prison discipline 
may now be drawn up. In consequence of 
the escape of Tsai-hai on the eve of capital 
punishment being inflicted on him, We 
ordered the soldiers on duty to be handed 
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over to the Board of Punishments to be 
tried and duly dealt with. If the facts as 
now alleged by the Censor are really true, 
they are indeed beyond the bounds of 
all reason, xud the matter must be investi- 
gated to the bottom tm order that the law 
muy be vindicated. We call upon the 
Board to give careful heed to Our earlier 
commands and insist upon the trath of 
this matter being elicited. The Imperial 
Clan Court and Board of Punishments 
will consider the Censor’s suggestion as tu 
the drawing up of stringent prison rules. 
(3) A memorial from the Governor of 
Hanan reporting the trial and punishment 
of certain examination candidates who 
created « disturbance while exxminations 
were in progress and assaulted the Prefect 
who was presiding.—The facta are, briefly, 
as follows ;—Iu the month of June last, 
the Prefect of Yiian-chou Ku was holding 
the yearly examination of the students of 
the various districts under his jurisdiction. 
The examination commenced with the stu- 
dents of the Chih-chiang District, over 900 
of whom presented themselves for examina- 
thon, The list of successful candidates 
was duly published, and sume 500 were 
passed. Upon the appearance of this list 
some students who were disappointed at 
not finding their names included declared 
that the examination had not been con- 
ducted fairly, and two of them, viz., 
Yang Ch‘un-p‘ei and Lung Ho-ling, pro- 
ceeded to get up a row, inciting a number 
of students to join them by the issue of 
inflammatory placards, A hundred or 
more disappointed candidates having joined 
them, the mob broke into the examination 
enclosure while the Prefect was ex»emining 
the students from another district, upset 
the table, destroyed the stand upon which 
the official seal was deposited, the official 
sedan chair, the lamps aud the decora- 
tions, and, armed with the débris, forced 
their way into an inner chamber where the 
Prefect was presiding, and created « gene- 
ral hubbub, in the confusion of which the 
Prefect received a severe blow on the head 
which cut right down to the bone. Order 
was eventually restored by the civil and 
military authorities, and the two ring- 
lexders above mentioned having been ar- 
tested, they were summarily put to death 
and their heads were exposed at the scene 
of the crime, other penalties, such as ban- 
ishiment, beating with the bamboo, ete., 
being inflicted upon other students who 
assisted in the riot, two of them being 
sentenced to death by strangulation after 
the usual term of incarceration, An ine 
spection of the papers of the candidates 
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shows that the examination was conducted 
with perfect fairness. 

(4) In a separate memorial the same 
officer draws His Majesty’s attention to a 
Decree issued in the reign Yung Chéng 
euunciating the penalties that will be in- 
flicted for disturbunces of this nature, and 
suggests that provincial high authorities 
should be called upon to publish this Decree 
efresh for the admonition and information 
of examination candidates. He is moved 
to make this suggestion because he hears 
that insubordinate acts on the part of ex- 
mination candidates are not confined to 
Hunan, instances having recently occurred 
in Kiangsu, Clékiang, Sz-chuen and 
Kuangtung.—(See Gazette of Dec. 6th.) 

December 15th.—(1) Heii Chih-siang is 
appointed Director of the Court of Imperial 
Entertainment. 

(2) Wé \-chih is appointed Deputy Com- 
missioner of the oftice of Transmission. 

(3) In response to an application from 
the G.vernor-General Li Hung-chang the 
Imperial College of Inscrit.tions is directed 
to prepare tablets for the temples of the 
tutelary deity in P‘ing-ku Eeien, and the 
dragon Gods in Hai-ning Hsien, and Heiian- 
hua Haien, all of which deities have vouch- 
safed » ready response to prayers for rain 
in seasons of drought. A similar tablet is 
to be prepared for the temple to a canoni-ed 
worthy called Liu in the Ch‘ing-) tian Dis- 
trict, whose divine interposition has been 
repeatedly efficacious in seasons of flood, 
drought, pestilence, aud plagues from 
locuats. 

(4) A Decree of Her Majusty the Em- 
press Dowager ; —K‘uei-pin, Prince Jui, 
and others have again respectfully asked 
Us to adopt an additional honorific title in 
order to confer distinction on the principle 
of governing by means of filial piety. We 
have on a previous occasion negatived a 
petition made by certain of Our Princes 
and Ministers that We should adopt an 
additional title. Several persons have now 
united to make a renewal of the previous 
request. The Emperor has also earnestly 
implored Us, kneeling to Us und beseech- 
ing Us againand again. ‘I'he real sincerity 
of his affection, which finds expression in 
his spoken words, is worthy of high praise 
and is the cause to Us of great joy. 
But the performance of a son’s duty 
to his parents lies in deeds and not in 
fair words. It is like the virtue of paying 
reverence to the Deity. At the present 
time, when numerous and difficult ques- 
tions have to be dealt with, and fear is felt 
by both high and low, in the retirement 
of the palace, anxious and earnest We 
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Inbour without ceasing early and late, 
Our one wish is that the Emperor may 
devote himself regularly and s:eadily to 
affairs of State. ‘Then all the land will 
enjoy peace and prosperity, and Prinoe 
and people will rejoice together. Is there 
any way iv which filial duty could be better 
performed? If the officers of the govern- 
ment, great and small, will in like manner 
humbly imitate their ma-ter in hia cares 
and labours and forgetfalness of self, will 
strive against negligence and do their 
utmost to advance reforms, then will 
they effect the perfection of the admi- 
nistration in all its branches, and they 
will make manifest the reality of their 
veneration and reverence, which qualities 
by no means consist in the frequent offers 
ing of titles of honour and the vain em- 
ployment of empty expressions. We agaia 
desire that the propoeal to offer « further 
honorific title be abandoned, 

(5) The Governor of Hunan reports that 
the construction of a number of fresh boate 
for the grain transpurt service between 
Tientsin and Tung-chow has been com- 
menced. The number of these vessels 
which the province of Hunan has been 
called upon to supply is 233. at a cost of ‘Tle, 
233 each, making a total of ‘T's. 54.400, (sic) 
to which has tu be added Ils, 40 per buat 
for expense of pass«ge to destination, or 
Ts, 9,300 odd for the whole, making a 
grand total of Tia, 63,000 and upwards, 
‘Two officers have been tuld off to superin- , 
tend the building of these boats, and their” 
names will be carved on each vessel as a 
guarantee of substantial construction, 

December 16th.—(1) ‘Ch‘ing-ai, Judicial 
Commissioner of Kuang-si, is ordered to 
vacate his pust and to come to Feking to 
await other employment, Chang Lien-kuei 
being «ppointed to the vacant post, 

(2) At the request of the Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture 30,000 piculs of 
rice from the Peking Granaries are to be 
issued to that officer for distribution to the 
poor in order to enable them to tide over 
the period between the new year and the 
spring harvest, 

(3) Chu Ts‘ai is appointed Taotai of the 
Lei-ch ‘iung Circuit in Kuangtung, 

(4) A Decree ordering a tablet to be pre- 
pared for the temple to T‘ai Po (the planet 
Venus) at Hsi-an Fu in Shensi as a thank- 
offering for the ready response made by 
that deity in answer to prayers for rain, 

(5) A memorial from the Governors 
Geners] at Foochow forwarding « supple- 
mentary report on the results of the flouds 
at Foochow and the adjoining distriots in 
Auguat last, aud describing the manner in 
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which the grant of Tls, 30,000 to Tls. 40,000 Office, Shao Yii shlien, Director of the 


sanctioned for relief purposes has been or 
is about to be expended. When the fluods 
subsided relief agencies were established in 
the four suburbs of Foochow, and grants 
of money and rice were issued to the suf- 
ferers in the Min and Hon-koan Districts, 
where 150 chien of houses were destroyed, 
thirty boats wrecked, and. thirty lives lost. 
Agents. were also sent in various directions 
to issue relief where required, and to see 
to the repairs of public offices, prisons, 
bridges, dyk+s, etc.. No expenditure of 
goverument money was required in the 
districts of Nan-p'ing, Shang-yang, Shun- 
ohAaug, Chiang-lo, Pu-ch'éng, Strao-mo, 
Kuang-ted, and several places in the Foo- 
ohow prefecture where the damage was com- 
paratively trifling and could be met, by the 
authorities out of their private funds, At 
Onien-yang Hsien the mischief was more 
serious, more than 1,000 chien of houses 
having collapsed, and a portion of the city 
wall having fallen, At Chtung-an Hsien 
wleo some damage was done, as well as in 
two districts in Obieu-ning Fu, where 
some thirteen lives were lost. At these 
places relief has been duly granted from 
the fund, and as the early rice crops 
had already been gathered and the autuma 
crop was not far advanced when the 
flood occurred, the latter fortunately was 
not much damazed. ‘he occurrence of 
these fluods, which were happily limited 
in their scope by the rapid subsidence 
of the waters, aroused the tmemorialist 
to « sense of the necessity of providing 
in timely season against similar mishaps, 
One of the principal sources of mis- 
chief is the want of free exit for the 
water in the rivers, and ths river at 
Boochow has suffered considerably by 
the throwing in of rubbish, potsherds, 
and so forth by the people, so much 
su, that half the channel near the city had 
silted up; and it was absolutely necessary 
that a section some 11,000 feet in length 
should at onee be dredged, and the work 
was commenced on the 2nd of November. 
The walls, gates, and sluices of the city 
will also be repsired, together with those 
of Chien-ning Fu and Qnien-yang Heien, 
the expense being defrayed from the grant 
of Tis. 40,000 above referred to, 
(6) ‘Ihe same officer reports that Liu Ao, 
' late ‘Taotai of Formosa, bas now paid up 
the balance of Ts, 3,799 due by him oa 
the Ts, 16,880 which he spent without the 
authority of the Board, and was con 
séquently called upon te refund. 
Diceuaber 17th.—(1) In accordance with 
the recommendation of the Buard of Civil 


Google 


Court of Sacrificial Worship, is cashiered. 
—Sve G -zstte of 14th Deo. 

(2) Kuavg-min is appointed Taotai of 
the Uhing, I. Shih Ciccuit in Hupeh. 

(There are no documents of interest in 
this day’s issue.) . 

December 18:h.—(1) A Memorial from 
the G »vernor-Geners] at Foochow soliciting 
His Majesty’s sanction to the continuance 
of the reduction of twenty per cent. of. the 
lekin on salt which was allowed three years 
ago in consequence of the injury caused 
by continuous floods in the province of 
Fubkien. The time during which this 
reduction was agreed to by the Board of 
Revenue having now expired they claim 
the re-imposition of the full tax; but on 
reference to the Salt Commissioner, that 
officer, in conjunction with the Financial 
Commissioner and the Grain Intendant, 
has represented the absolute impossibility 
of resuming the imposition of the full lekin 
tax on salt without ruining the merchants 
engaged in the trade, and jeopardising the 
whole revenue derived from salt, As it is, 
the licensed salt merchants are one and 
all reduced to a condition of extreme finan- 
cial embarrassment in consequence of the 
excessive amount of lekin they are called 
upon to pay, So heavy is this tax that it 
is impossible to sell at remunerative rates, 
and large numberg of licences remain 
unemployed, the quantity increasing year 
by year. To such a condition, indeed, has 
the salt trade been reduced, that it was 
under contemplation to solicit sanction for 
still further reductions of lekin, for .this 
year’s floods have called forth auy number 
of petitions for relief from taxation which 
enquiry has shown to be genuine and well 
founded, Under these circumstances the 
least the officers above mentioned find 
themselves in a condition to do is to 
ask for a coutinuance of the reduction of 
twenty per cent of the lekin for:the twenty- 

ethree areas in the westera and south. 

ern portions of the province, or a total 
reduction of Ts, 20,949. Ia the other 
places where the merchants may just be 
able to bear the import the full tax will be 
levied.— The memorialiat gives this applica- 
tion his full support, and the request is 
granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Acting Governor of Anhui so- 
licits the bestuwal of the privilege of erect- 
ing an honorary yortal upon a probationary 
assistant magistrate in that province, who 
has establisied a free ferry at Huo-ch‘in 
Hsien where there used to be a bridge. 
This bridge having been carried away, oon- 
siderable tuconvenience was caused by the 
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absence of any means of crossing the river, 
as the district town in question is on the 
highroad between Anhui and Honan. The 
Assistant Magistrate, in the most public 
spirited manner, accordingly established 
a free ferry, providing three boats and 
three ferrymen to exch boat. He also 
built waiting rooms for passengers at either 
side of the river and endowed his ferry 
with a grant of 900 mow of land, the profits 
ou 700 of which were to pay the wages of 
the ferrymen, and that on the remaining 
200 were to pay for keeping the boats in 
repair, The total value of this gift to the 
public is Tls, 2,000, and the Assistant 
Magistrate having requested that the fact 
that it was a free gift might be recorded, 
the memorialist would now solicit the 
recognition of this public-spirited act by 
the bestowal of permission upon the Assis- 
tant Magistrate tou erect a portal upon 
which is to be inscribed the following 
motto :—“ He delights in good de ds and 
loves to dispense charity.”—Granted by 
Resoript. 

December 19th.—(1) A Decree referring 
to the Board of Civil Office a list submitted 
by the Superintendents of the Peking 
Granaries, in which certain officers are 
recommended for rewards in consequence 
of their energy and zeal in expediting the 
transport of the grain tribute tu ‘Tsung 
Chow for the present year. 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports that 
the actual amount of land tax collected in 
that province during last year (the 11th of 
Kuang Heii) was Tis. 2,069,359. The 
actual amount at which the province is 
assessed is ‘I'ls. 2,295 203, and last year’s 
collection represents therefore 902 of the 
whole, leaving a deficit of .098. ‘This is 
better by .OL than the collection of the 
8th year of Kuang Haiti. Ln accordance 
with regulation, this comparative statement 
has to be submitted once every three years. 

(3) The Governor of Honan reports the 
following case of murder on the part of one- 
Li Kuei-ch‘éng, a native of Chéng-yang 
Haien in that province, 

In the year 1870 this individual was 
posthumously adopted as the sou of one 
Li T‘u-tzii, whose grandfather was Li 
Kuei-ch‘éug’s great grandfather, and to 
whom therefore Li Kuei-ch‘éng had pre- 
viously been related as a distant cousin. 
Being thus adopted into another branch, 
Li Kuei-ch'éng‘s own brother and his own 
brother’s son were removed one degree 
further off in relationship, and as it was 
these whom he murdered, they had to 
be regarded when passing sentence, not 
as his own brother and own nephew, 
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but as one degree distant, viz: cousins, or 
relatives at a third remove, instead of iu 
the second class, Similarly, his sister-in- 
law, whom he alsu murdered, hai to be 
considered, not as his own sister-in-law, 
but as a cousin’s wife or a relative. at a 
fourth remove for whom mourning is worn 
for three mouths. When Li Kuei-ch‘éng 
was adopted as Li T'‘u-tzii’s heir he cane 
into a small property consisting of 12 mow 
of land and a house of 8 chien. He was, 
however, quite « child at the time, and 
it so happened that the house of Li 
Té-hua, his elder brother, or «s he had 
then to be considered, his cousin, was 
burnt down. Li Té-hua and all his family 
accordingly moved into Li Kuei-ch‘éug’s 
house of which they occupied 5 chien and 
left 3 chien for Li Kuei-ch‘éng and his 
adopted mother, Not only did Li Té-hua 
monopolise the house, but he tovk posses. 
sion of the land as well, and made Li Kuei- 
ch‘éug go and earn his living semewhere 
else, When Li Kuei-ch‘éng grew up he 
married and in due course had a daughter. 
He constantly demanded restitution of his 
house and land from Li Té-hua, but he 
could never get possession, and the matter 
was the subject of constunt quarrels, 
Matters continued in this state until the 
commencement of this year, when Li 
Kuei-ch‘éng, having nothing to live 
upon, set out on the tramp with his 
wife and child. On arriving at. Hain- 
yang Chou he sold hia wife and child for 
29 tiao (say ‘T's. 19) to aman whose name 
he did not know, and haviny hired a 
wheelbarrow he wheeled his 29 tiao home. 
He there gave 26 tiao to his mother, and, 
taking 3 himself. he went off again to look 
for work. Li Té-hua having found out 
that Li Kuei-ch'éug’s mother had got this 
money he took it forcibly from her, and 
when Li Kuei ch‘éug heard of this on his 
return shortly afterwards, he had a quarrel 
with his brother, who not only refused to 
give up the money but beat him into the 
bargain, This s0 enraged Li Kuei-ch‘éng 
that he determined to murder Li Té-hua 
with the latter’s wife and child, «a plau 
which he subsequently carried out, killing 
them single-handed with a knife in the 
middle of the night. 

Inu passing sentence upon Li Kuei-ch ‘éng, 
the complication of the relationship be- 
tween him and his victims presented cer- 
tain difficulties, as the law lays down no 
specific penalty for the murder of three 
persons who stand to the murderer in 
the peculiar relations of Li Té-hua and 
his wife and son. They were cousins 
from one point of view aud brothers 


Dec. 19—21.] 





from another, so the Memorialist has 
to treat the case as an aggravated form of 
the murder of three persons of a family 
the principal victim of which was a cousin, 
and to pass a sentence oue degree more 
severe than the one provided for the mur- 
der of a cousin and two other members of 
his family. Li Kuei-ch‘éng has accord- 
ingly been seutenced to death by the slow 
process, The property which was the 
cause of dispute will be given to Li Té- 
hua’s next of kin. Li Kuei-ch'éag’s wite 
and child having been sold, their case need 
not be taken into cousideration, although 
Li Kuei-ch‘ényg would have had tu be 
punished for the minor offence of selling 
his wife had he not been executed fur the 
capital crime, 

December 20th,—The Court Circular 
announces that His Majesty will go to the 
Chung-ho Hall at 6.30 am, to-morrow to 
inspect the copy of the prayer to be recited 
at the sacrifice to Heaven, and afterwards 
burnt, and to append his name to th» same, 
This duty concluded he will return to the 
palace to conduct the usual business and 
give audie.ces, ‘hese over he will go to 
the emple of Heaven by way otf the 
Chiien-cu‘ing, Hou-tsv, Wa, Ta-cuting aud 
Chény-yang gates aud euter the Hail of 
Fasting. 

(1) A Decree appointing various officers 
to conduct the examinations of Manchu 
Iuterpreters in the language of their race, 
which is abuut to be held, 

(2) Fujan, at present Judicial Commis- 
sioner of Hupoh, is transferred to Snhan- 
tung, and Ch'é ig-yits, Judge of the latter 
province, is transferred in the same capacity 
to Hupeh. 

(3) A Memorial from Prince Tao, Pre- 
sident of the [mperial Clan Court, and the 
other chiefs of tnat department, They beg 
to report the escape of Tsai-hsi, an Imperial 
clanaman, from the ‘‘empty chamber” on 
the premises of the Court, ‘The prisoner 
in question was convicted of murder after 
a jotut trial by the Board of Punishments 
aud the Memorialist’s Yaméu, and sentence 
of strangulation «fter the usual period of 
incarceration having been passed upon him, 
the fact was noted, as required by Law, tn 
the Imperial Register, aud on the 27ch of 
November last was reported to His Majesty. 
Ou the 29th the Court was honoured by the 
receipt of an Imperial Decree in the folluw- 
ing words :— 

** Let the case of this person Tsai-hsi, 
whose guilt is absolute, be syain brought 
toour notice. The Register will be retained 
for our perusal.” 
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The criminal department of the Palace 
accordingly brought the case ouce more 
to His M-jesty’s notice. and an order 
was given by the Throne that it was 
to await the ‘‘placing of the circle” 
round the prisoner’s name. On the Llth 
of December, the day upon which the con- 
demned lists were submitted to His Majesty 
to be marked, a Decree was received in the 
following words :— 

“Tot this ‘Isai-hsi round whose name 
the circle is marked have his sentence 
carried out forthwith.” 

The memorialists accordingly proceeded 
in obedience to His Majesty’s command 
to send the criminal in question to the 
Board of Punishments for the carry- 
ing out of the death penalty, when 
they received the surprising intelligence 
from the custodian of the ‘empty cham- 
ber,” that the said criminal Tsai-hsi had 
twisted off his manacles about 10 o’clock 
on the night of the 10th inst. and had 
made his escape. The Memorialists pro- 
cved to dilate on the carelessness which 
must have been displayed by the custodians 
of the prisoner in order to permit of his 
escape, and suggest the necessity of a 
searching enquiry, requesting, as a first 
step, that the soldiers ou guard at the time 
may be sent to the Board of Punishments 
to be subjected to searching interrogation. 

For decree see Guzettes of December 
13:h and 14th, 

December 21st.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that His Majesty will offer the 
sacrifice to Heaven at 4 30.a.m. to-morrow, 
and, the ceremony over, will return to the 
Hail of Fasting, After sitting there a 
short while, he will return to the Palace by 
the same road that he came by, and will 
give audience to the Gravd Couucil and 
conduct business, 

(L) A memorial from the Censor Kuei- 
hsien denouncing Shao Yiieh-lien, Direc- 
tor of the Court of Sacrificial Worship, 
for clinging to ottice and its emoluments 
when his health renders him uufit for its 
duties. The memorialist has heard that 
Shao Yiish-lien is a man of feeble con- 
stitution and of an indolent ease-loving 
temperament. He stays at home the 
whole year round and never stirs a step 
from his dvor, and since his appointment 
to the pest of Director of the Cuourt of 
Sacritical Worship he has only been to the 
office once. Not only does he neglect to 
officiate at the great sacrifices, but he gets 
substitutes to preside over the minor ones 
at which he ought to be present. When 
the turn of his yamén comes to be 
in attendance at Court he never appears 
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himself, and the whole of the work of his 
office is conducted through messengers who 
come and go between the yamén and his 
private house. Still more astounding is 
the following fact. On the 11th of Novem- 
ber, when he was promoted to the post 
of Director, it was his duty to hurry 
to Court and return thanks, The memo- 
rialist is informed that on this occasion 
Shao Yiieh-lien went so far as to sit in a 
wine shop outside the palace, and there 
await the Imperial summons! = ‘This is an 
incident which was witnessed hy every- 
one at the time ard is a matter of com- 
mon talk, so that it is vain for him to 
try and conceal it. The great sacrifice at 
the Temple of Heaven takes place on the 
22nd of December, and on the fourth of 
December he applied for twenty days’ 
leave! The memorialist suspects that he 
was only actuated herein by a desire for his 
own ease and comfort. The Memorial 
concludes with a request that His Majesty 
will inflict a severe penalty upon Shao 
Yiieh-lion.—For Decree see Guzettes of 
Dec, 14th and }7th. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from the same officer 
on the subject of the recent escape from 
custody of the Imperial Clansman ‘Tsai- 
hai who was lying under sentence of 
death.— He would observe, with re- 
ference to the Decree on this subj-ct 
which appeared on the 12th instant, the 
the escape of a criminal on the eve of his 
execution is in itself a novel inc'dent ; but 
if popular rumour is to be believed there 
are still more startling things behind. It 
would appear that the so-called ‘* empty 
chamber ” attached to the office of the Im- 
perial Clan Court exists only in name, 
Formerly prisoners confined there used to 
content themselves with climbing over the 
wall and taking their pleasure outside, and 
althongh the soldiers on duty were prefec - 
ly aware of the fact, they dare not say a 
word, Of late the prisoners have been 
more bold than ever, and even wandered 
about the streets in broad daylight, some 
going ao far as to shoct birds with their 
guns in the vicinity of the | alace walls, 
‘The householders could only look at them 
askance, and no one dared to do anything 
to them, and it was not Tsai-hsi alone who 
acted thus, Itis also stated that T'sai-hsi 
visited a theatre a few days ayo in the 
Chinese city, and joined a brotherhood of 
boon companions at a restaurant outside 
the gate of the Imperial city. It is hardly 
to be wondered at that witn such facilities 
for taking his pleasure outside he should 
have absconded when heard what was going 
to happen to lim. The Department, it is 
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plain to all, tried to conceal the fact of 
their carelessness of supervision previous 
to the event, by telling the story of the 
prisoner having wrenched off his manacles. 
Can it be credited that they were so 
utterly deaf and blind to what was going 
on every day under their very eyes? If 
they did know and took no notice, it 
is not only the soldiers on duty who are 
to bleme, and yet the Princes and high 
officers in charge of the Imperial. Clan 
Court, in their report on the matter, never 
blumed themselves or solicted the bestowal 
of a penalty for what had happened ! 
No doubt the enquiry that is now being 
instituted will bring the true facts 10 light; 
and when a report is submitted to the 
Throne, His Majesty will know what todo 
without intrusive suggestions from the 
memorialist ; but he would none the less 
suggest the propriety of laying down some 
strict code of prison rules in order to pre- 
venta recurrence of these acte, —For Decree 
see Gazett's of December 13th, 14th, and 
20th, 

December 22nd.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the issue of sufficient satin to make a long 
coat to be issued to each of the members 
of the Imperi«l bedyguard who escorted 
His Majesty to the Temple of Heaven, An 
ingot ofjsilver one ounce in weight is to be 
given to each of the bearers of His Majesty’s 
chair. 


(2) With two unimportant exceptions 
the whole of this day’s issue is occupied 
with a joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking, the Director-General 
of Grain Transport, and the Governor of 
Kianysu, reporting in great detail the 
steps they propose to take to expedite the 
despatch of the 100,000 piculs of tribute 
grain which they are required to send for- 
ward next year by the Giand Canal route. 
The amount expended last year in im- 
proving the canal was over Tle 33,000. A 
preliminary issue of Tls. 20,000 has now . 
been made for immeeiate requirements, 
and when the empty grain juuks have 
passed down, further ertimates of other 
works will have to be made, and funds 
provided accordingly, 

December 23rd.—(1) A Memorial from 
Prince Jui and other members of the Grand 
Conncil praying Her Majesty to consent 
to the adoption of a further honorary title. 
—For Dicree refusing their request see 
Gizette of Dec. 15th. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang announcing his 
intention of leaving for Pao-ting Fu on 
the 14th December.—The river is now 
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closed for the winter, and there is a slightly 
less pressure of foreivn business than there 
was a short time ago. Pao-ting Fu, more- 
over, is in telegraphic communication with 
Tientsin and Shanghai, so that in the 
event of arything important happening it 
is very accessible, ‘I'he money previously 
yrauted for the relief of the sufferers by 
floods has now been distributed by officers 
who have, by the strict orders of the 
Memorialist, made a house to house visita- 
tion, while refuges for the destitute have 
been established both at Tie: tain and Pao- 
ting Fu. The low-lying ground from which 
the water has drained off is again under 
cultivation, and the people may be said to 
be in a fairly quiet frame of mind, 

(3) The same officer reports a case of 
matricide by an individual who lives at 
Sbéou Chou in the Chihli Province. Kuo 
Eth kou, the murderer, had formed an 
improper connection with the wife of a 
cousin of his, for whoxe use he was con- 
stantly stealing money and varieus articles 
from his mother’s house, and although 
detected more than once and taken to task 
he did not repent or reform his ways. In 
the spring of the present year he stole his 
mother’s wadded jacket and pawned it, 
giving the money to his paramour, His 
mother found it out and demanded the 
jacket back, whereupon Kuo Erh-kou 
begved for # little time and promised to 
redeem it, ‘Two months passed, and Kuo 
Evh-kou bad still failed to redeem tue 
jecket, being impudent to his mother to 
beot when she tock him to task about 
it—so impudent, in fact, that she drove 
him into the street with maternal impreca- 
tions, When Kuo Erh-kow came back 
in the evening his mother was already 
in bed, but hearing ber son's voice she 
renewed her curses; and Kuo Erh-kou, 
blinded by rage and drink, tock up a knife 
and stabbed bis mother with it in several 
places, infl:cting such severe wounds on 
her throat, spine, etc. that she shortly 
alterwards died. He tried to pursuade his 
sister that his mother bad committed sui- 
cide, but the true state of the case was 
discovered, and the prisoner made a full 
confession of guilt at his trial. He has 
been put to death by the slow process, and 
his paramour has been sentenced to banish- 
ment for three years, preceded by « hun- 
dred blows with the bamboo, which she 
will be called upon to commute by a money 
payment, 

December 24th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Board of Civil Office reporting the 
decision they have come to as to the penalry 
to be inflicted ou Shao Yiieh-lien, Direc or 
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of the Court of S«crificial Worship, who 
was recently denounced for love of ease 
and greed for the emoluments of offiee, as 
exhibited by his constant applications for 
sick leave. ‘he Buard discovers that the 
law lays down that ‘‘ any officer who is not 
competent to perform the duties of hia 
office shall be cashiered, the offence coming 
in the category of misdemeanour commit- 
ted in a personal capacity ;” and as, in 
their opinion, this description applies to 
the case of Shao Yiieh-lien, they consider 
that he should be su cashiered. It is their 
duty toadd that, as he has been committed 
to the Board for the detarmination of a 
severe penalty, it would have been their 
duty to recommend the imposition upon 
him of a sentence one degree more severe 
than that laid down by Jaw, As, however, 
the law stops at dismissal it is not in 
their power to increase the severity of the 
penalty, 

(2) ‘he only other document of any in- 
terest in this day’s issue is a long memorial 
from the Governor-General of Szechuen, 
in which he enlarges upon certain admin- 
istrative reforms ofthe necessity for the 
sdoption of which his observations during 
his brief tenure of «office have convinced 
him The first of these is the reduction 
of the number of acting appointments in 
the ravks of the local officials, or of appoint- 
ments held by officers whose actual post, 
tuough of the same rank, is not the one 
occupied by them. These acting or officiat- 
ing appointments are far in excess of the 
numer allowed by regulation and will be 
accordingly reduced, The second reform 
the Memovialist proposes to introduce is in 
the combatant army of the province, He has 
reason to believe that more men are borne 
on the books than actually exist, and it is his 
intention to place the regiments under differ- 
ent generals; six under one, four under 
another, and five under a third, who will 
be responsible for maintaining an eff-ctive 
body of men and seeing that the ranks are 
complete. The army of the Green Stan- 
dard, in which still greater abuses exist, 
will be dealt with later and by degrees. 
Taxation, «gain, will have to be fairly and 
considerately levied, and means must be 
taken to prevent tyrannical treatment by 
the local authorities, or personal irregulari- 
ties on their part. Brigandaye and crime 
generally must be repressed by the more 
complete cirrying out of the tithing system ; 
and, lastly, the prompt settlement of their 
accounts by outgoing officials must be in- 
sisted upon. 

December 25th.—No documents of im- 
Putlanuce, 
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December 26th.—(1) A Decree directing 
the Imperial Olan Court and the Board of 
Punishments to take into consideration the 
suggestion of a Censor that the ‘emp y 
chamber” of the Imperial Cian Court 
should be placed under the supervision of 
a jail officer as in the case of the Board of 
Punishments, 

(2) ‘The Governor of Shensi reports the 
following case of murder at Chfien Chou in 
that province. Tu Shuang-hsio, the mur- 
derer, lived with his elder brother Tu Po- 
hsio and the latter’s wife, sharing their 
meals and hearth. Tu Po-hsio waa of a 
-rough and bullying disposition, and treated 
his younger brother so harshly that the 
latter was frequently away on the tramp 
and did not stick to his work. This earned 
him many a beating from Tu Po-hsio, 
whom he hated bitterly in consequence. 
Some two years ago ‘l'u Shuang-hsio asked 
his brother for some money, which was re- 
fused, whereupon ‘Tu Shuang-hsio declared 
that the family property must be divided 
and each set up for himeelf. Kuraged 
at this remark, Tu Po-hsio turned his 
brother out of doors and refused to let him 
come back in spite of the intervention of a 
relative who pleaded for ‘lu Shuang-hsio. 
The latter then determined to kill his 
brother, and the opportunity presented 
itself in the following way. One night, in 
the summer of 1884 ‘Tu Shuang-hsio was 
walking back to the village from the town, 
armed with a spear as a protection against 
wolves. Ags he passed his brother’s gate he 
looked through a chink and, by the light 
of the moon, saw his brother lying fast 
asleep on a bed in the courtyard. He then 
climbed over the wall, and, having un- 
fastened the gate to facilitate his escape, he 
crept softly up to his brother and dealt 
him a stab inthe throat with his spear. 
This woke Tu Po-hsio up, and while 
he was shouting for help Tu Stuang-hsio 
stabbed him in the head with such 
energy that he snapped the shaft of 
his spear. Tu Po-hsio had now fallen 
from his bed and was lying grvaning on 
the ground, and Tu Shuang-hsio, having 
broken his spear, picked up an iron crow- 
bar, with which he beat his brother’s brains 
out. At this moment Tu Po-hsio’s wife, 
and a cousin called Tu Yu-ts‘ai, came upon 
the scene, and the former declared she 
would hale her brother-in-law before the 
police. He succeeded however, with the 
assistance of another cousin, who has ab- 
sconded, in inducing her to hold her tongue 
by giving her a share of the family land and 
fifty piculs of wheat, the proceeds, of which 
were sold and paid the burial expenses of 
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her husband, whose coffin was carried to 
the grave by some passing beggars. Ta 
Shuang-hsio, fearing that his cousin Tu 
Yu-ts‘ai would tell upon him, absconded ; 
but he afterwards visited his home by 
stealth and was caught, The case was.sent 
back several times for trial in consequence 
of the unsatisfactory nature of the mur- 
derer’s depositions ; but the facts as above 
related were finally established beyond all 
manner of doubt. Tu Shuang-hsio has 
been sentenced to death by the slow .pro- 
cess; the widow of the murdered man is 
sentenced to a hundred blows, with banish- 
ment, but allowed to commute the penalty 
for a money payment; and Tu Yu-ts‘ai is 
sentenced to a hundred blows, which will 
be reduced in number as the offence occur. 
red previous tothe Act of Grace of 1885. 

(3) ‘Lhe Governor-General at Canton re- 
ports he has directed the Prefect of K’iung- 
cow to assume charge of the duties of the 
Tao-t‘ai at that port, Chung-hsuan, the late 
incumbent, having died. 

December 27th, —Wu Ta-ch ny, newly- 
appoined Governor of the Canton Provinee, 
had audience of leave, 

(1) Mien-i is appointed Jusior Vice- 
President of the Mougolian Superinten- 
dency. 

(2) Hsii-ch‘ang, Minister of the Tsungli 
yamén, is appointed Deputy Lieutenant. 
General of the Bordered Red Han-chiin 
Buoner, 

(3) The Superintendents of the Peking 
Granaries solicit the bestowal of rewards 
upon certain ofticers to whose energy is 
specially due the successful conveyance of 
the tribute grain to Tung Chow during the 
present year —Granted by Decree earlier 
issued. 

[The remainder of this day’s issue is oo- 
cupied with formal reports connected with 
the movements of minor local officials.] 


December 28th.—(1) A Decree aunvun- 
cing the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Board of War reporting the penalty to 
which Ch‘ien-hsi, Governor of Yeh-ho, has 
rendered himself liable for an offence, the 
nature of which is not stated. This penalty 
should be deprivation of two steps of rank 
with removal to another post; but as a 
special act of grace it is reduced to depri- 
vation of rank with retention at his post, 

(2) Chang Yin-huan, Minister to the 
United States, etc., is appointed Deputy 
Commissioner of the Office of Transmission, 

(3) Hsii Shu-ming is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Court of Censors. 

(4) K‘uei-pin, Governor of Hupeh, 
reports his arrival at his post and his 
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assumption of office upon the 27th of No- 
vember. He travelled by way of the Grand 
Canal ; but on passing ‘’6 Chou his progress 
was much impeded by the shallowness of 
the water in many places, and it was not 
until the 18th of November that he reached 
the Yangtsze and was enabled to take the 
river steamer. 

(5) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces commends to His Ma- 
jesty’s favourable consideration the ser- 
vicesofone Wei-kany, an expectant Tao-t*ai 
of Hupeh, who was sent outside the Kuang- 
si frontier in charge of a contingent of 
Hupeh troops with orders to place himself 
at the disposition of the Governor of 
Kuangsi. That officer employed him in 
recruiting work, In addition to advancing 
a large portion of the necessary funds from 
his private resources, the said ‘l'ao-t‘ai, upon 
the disbanding of his recruits after the 
recapture of Linyson, etc., offered a free 
gift to the government of certain expendi- 
ture amounting to over ‘I'ls, 2,0U0 he had 
incurred in the enlistment and disbanding 
of these troops, He also declined to take 
payment for a number of rifles, bayonets, 
etc., that he had bought for his men, valued 
at ‘I'ls. 1,350, exclusive of 80 Mausser rifles 
with bayonets attached, and 15 Suider rifles 
with bayonets attached, that were captured 
in the action.—By a Rescript appended to 
the Memorial the Board are to consider to 
what reward the ‘I'ao-t‘ai in question is 
entitled. 

(6) Lhe Governor-General and Governor 
of Hupeh report the completion and 
despatch of the 233 junks this province 
was called upon to build for the grain 
trausport service between Tientsin and 
Tung Chow, 117 junks were built by one 
officer and 116 by another, and they have 
been sent furward to their destination after 
having been inspected, bonds guarantee- 
ing them for the usual period having duly 
been required from the builders. 

December 29th—No documents of im- 
portance. ; 

December 30th (1) A Decree announcing 
His Majesty's intention of going in person 
to the ‘I'a-kao Tien, on the 2nd of January, 
to pray for snow, the want of which is be- 
ginning seriously to be felt, Similar prayers 
will be offered at other state temples by 
princes and other members of the Imperial 
nobility. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from a Censor objecting to 
the application on the part of provincial 
authorities for the services of officers whose 
duties lie in the metropolis. ‘The Decree 
explains, in answer to the special instances 
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quoted by the Censor, that Chang Yao, 
Governor of Shantung, had the Imperial 
authority to apply for the services of officers 
whose qualifications specially fitted them 
for river works, and the men whom he 
asked for were accordingly placed at his 
disposal, ‘This, however, is an exceptional 
case and must naturally not be taken asa 
precedent by the high authorities of other 
provinces, who will not be allowed to apply 
for the services of metropolitan officials to 
aid in any important work until the special 
sanction of the Throne has first been ob- 
tained to the submission of such applica- 
tions, 

(3) Li Ch‘ao-pin, Commander-in-Chief at 
Nanking, is allowed to retire on the ground 
of ill-health, aud T‘an Pi-li is appointed to 
succeed him. 

(4) A Decree granting honours to certain 
officers recommended to His Majesty by 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang for 
their subsidiary services in connection with 
the removal of the Pei-t‘ang Cathedral. — 
Wu 'I'ing-fang (Ng Choy), Expectant 
Tao-t‘ai, is given a brevet of the second 
grade; Hu Jung, Department Magistrate, 
is to be placad on the list of Prefects for 
priority of selection; Chén P*‘ei-chang, 
Probationary Assistant District Magistrate, 
attached to the Kiaugsu province, is ad- 
vanced to the grade of Expectant District 
Magistrate in that province; Ch‘en Pao- 
t‘ai, who holds the brevet of Assistant 
Mayistrate, is to be placed on the list for 
priority of selection to an appointment of 
that class ; Hsiieh Chien-ch‘ing, student of 
the Imperial Academy, is to be placed on 
the list of Expectant Sub-district Deputy 
Magistrates ; the British merchant Michie 
is to receive a decoration of the third order 
of the third grade. 

(5) A Decree calling attention to the dis- 
position which provincial high authorities 
have of late shown to detain in the pro- 
vincial capital officers appointed to sub- 
stantive posts by special Decree or on the 
recommendation of the Board, or, in some 
instances, of sending them to act elsewhere. 
This practice is irregular and is not to 
continue. If provincial high authorities 
have reason to know that any officer so 
appointed is unfit for his post or has any- 
thing against his character they are always 
at liberty to make a representation in that 
sense to the Throne, but they are not to 
make pretexts for keeping such officers 
back from the duties specially assigned 
them. 

(6) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Board of War 
calling atteution to an impropriety of 
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which the Governor of Kueichow has been 
guilty. The wife of that officer having 
receutly died, he sent her remains to his 
place of domicile, and made use of a certain 
document known as a special warrant, which 
appears to be sent on in advance of the 
coffin to advise the authorities along the 
route of its approach. The Governor ex- 
plains that he provided porters, houses, 
ete., at his own expense, but he has noue 
the less been guilty of an iufraction of the 
law in thus making use of a document 
which was uncalled for. He is accordiug- 
ly committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty, as is also the pro- 
vincial judge by whom the document was 
issued. ? 

(7) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of memorials from several otticers declaring 
that certain clerks attached to the treasury 
department of the Board of Revenue have 
appropriated large sums of money to their 
own uses, and that their misdeeds have 
been glossed over by the heads of the 
Board, <A clerk of the treasury de- 
partment called Shih Hn-t‘ao, together 
with certain other clerks, is to be handed 
over to the Board of Punishment for ri- 
gorous interrogation, Iu one of the Me- 
morials under acknowledgement it is as- 
serted that Sun Yi-ching, Vice-President 
of the Board of Kevenue, although well 
aware of the circumstances under which 
the appropriation was made, contented 
himself with sending the clerk to the 
police magistrate, and promising that he 
should at once be released on disgorg- 
ing the money. [In another Memorial 
itis asserted that Chang Yao, Governor 
of Shantung, wrote to Sun Yi-ching 
telling him to make enquiries, aud that 
the latter, after consultation with his 
colleagues, seut the clerk to the police 
office to be detained in custody uatil he 
should have paid a fine of Tis. 10,000 in 
which it was decided he should be mulcted, 
it being hoped that the matter might thus 
be settled. An explanation is demanded 
from Sun Yi-ching and the officers of the 
Board iu reply to these assertions, 

December 3lst.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a memorial from 
Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, report- 
ing the successful closing of a breach in the 


(Deo. 30—31. 





embankments of the Yellow River at Yao- 
chia K‘ou in the Hui-min District and 
soliciting the bestowal of rewards upon the 
officers to whose efforts the successful 
accomplishment of this important work is 
specially due. Chang Yao himself is to be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a reward, and an advancement in 
their respective yrades is granted toa num- 
ber of minor officials, the list of whose 
names occupies uearly seven pages of the 
Gazette. 

(2) A Decree from Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager.—Tséug Kuo-ch‘iian 
and his colleagues report the result of a 
survey of the conditions of the old bed of 
the Yellow River in the Kiang-peh region ; 
Ch‘éng-fou and his associates submit a 
report on the works to be undertaken in 
the upper waters of the Ch‘ien Ho; and 
Chang Yao gives particulars of a project 
for diverting a certain portion of the 
waters of the Yellow River into the former 
course to the south, We command the 
members of the Graud Qouncil and the 
Boards of Revenue and Works to give 
these projects their joint and careful con- 
sideration aud to submit a report on the 
subject. I-huan, Prince Ch‘un, will as- 
sociate himself with them in their delibera- 
tions, in which will be included the memo- 
rial presented last year by Yen-mao advo- 
cating the leading of the Yellow River into 
its old bed, and the more recent one of 
Yu Po-ch‘uan, who recommended the 
distribution of the water into different 
channels, 

(3) The Imperial Resident in Tibet re- 
ports the receipt of a communication from 
the King of Nepal annouucing the despatch 
of a mission to Peking with, the tribute 
offering due from him for the eighth year 
of Kuang Hsii. ‘The mission, which was 
to start from Yangpu on the 4th of August 
aud to travel by way of Sélamu, will be 
composed of an envoy and assistant envoy, 
together with interpreters avd the usual 
following of servants. On arrival at Lassa 
they will be treated to the customary ban- 
quet, and, after presents have been betowed 
upou them, they will be sent forward to 
Szechuen, the date of their departure being 
duly reported. : 
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